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L  E  T  T  E  R      LVn. 

March  ^,   17— »■ 

WHEN  the    winter   campaign   at  the 
theatre   commenced,  I    found    that 
Sarry  was  gone  to  Ireland  in  difguft.     This 
had  arifen  from  Mr.  Rich's  not  thinking  pro- 
^)er  to  comply  with  the  exorbitant  demands 
ojie  made  relative  to  the  engagement  of  Mfs 
':^No//iier.     Mr\  Sheridan  was  engaged  for  fome 
tonights.     I  was  not  upon  the  beft  terms  with 
i^that  gentleman,  for  more  reafons  than  one. 
:xln  the  firft   place,  I  could   not  forgive  his 
^  making  me  pay   for  the  orders  I  had  iffued 
^during  my  being  with  him  in  Ireland.    And 
J  in  the  next,  from  a  letter  he  had  wrote  me,  in 
O  which  he  offered  me  a  pecuniary  reward,  if 
^  I  would  recommend  a  friend  of  his  to  Mr, 
Calcraft,    as   an   Irilh  agent.     I  was  fo  dif- 
rN4)leafed  at  this  affronting  mode  of  appHca- 
<    Vol.  III.  B  tion. 
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tlon,  that  although  I  had  heard  of  the  gen- 
tleman's worth,  and  could  have  wijfhed  to 
have  ferved  him,  I  returned  no  anfwer  to 
Mr,  Sheridan's  letter ;  in  order  to  llievv,  that 
I  was  fenlible  of  the  affront.  I  have  always 
been  very  particular  in  refufing  every  appli- 
cation that  has  been  attended  with  the  offer 
of  a  douceur.  And  if  a  laudable  delicacy  in 
points  of  this  kind  was  more  general,  places 
would  not  fo  often  be  filled  by  the  ignorant 
and  unworthy,  to  the  exclufion  of  merit. 

Having  very  little  profpedt  of  employ- 
ment at  the  theatre,  I  requeued  Mr,  Rich  to 
give  me  up  my  articles;  in  which,  belides 
the  Itipulation  for  my  falary,  there  was  an 
agreement  that  I  fhould  have  my  choice  of 
parts  in  all  plays  which  might  be  adted  at 
that  houfe.  But  this  he  would  not  confent 
to  do.  A  gentleman,  of  the  name  of  Sparks, 
was  engaged  by  Mr.  Rich  this  feafon.  He  had 
gr^at  merit  in  his  line  of  afting ;  but  his 
chief  excellence  lay  in  the  infinite  humour 
he  was  mafter  of  when  in  company;  which 
made  his  company  greatly  courted  by  all  his 
acquaintance. 

Early  in  the  feafon  a  rehearfal  of  TheDif- 
treffed  Mother  was  called.  Being  rather  later 
than  ufual  in  my  attendance,  for  I  always 
made  a  point  to  be  one  of  the  firfl,  to  my 
great  furprize  I  found  Mrs.  Woffington  repeat- 
ing the  part  of  Andromache.  Upon  my  ex-  . 
preffing  my  difapprobation,  that  lady,  walk- 
-    -'  .  ino; 
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ing  np  to  me,  told  me,  that  as  my  youth  and 
elegance  better  fuircd  the  character  of  ii^r- 
mione,  and  that  I  might  alfo  enjoy  the  hap- 
pinefs  fhe  knew  I  ihould  have  in  iliewing  my 
nevvParificin  finery,  fhe  had  betn  induced  to 
take  ihe  part  of  the  Queen.  Without  deign- 
ing to  return  an  anfvver  to  my  infulting  rival, 
I  immediately  fent  for  Air,  Rich,  and  told 
him  what  was  going  forward.  The  mana- 
ger, without  any  hefitation,  reinflated  me  in 
my  charader ;  and  Mrs.  PVoffington  was  obliged, 
again  ft  her  will,  to  appear  in  Hermione,  and, 
to  her  very  great  mortification,  in  a  drefs 
that  was  not  over  clean. 

Oedipus  was  foon  after  revived.  And  in 
order  to  fhew  the  hero  and  heroine  of  the 
piece  to  the  greateft  advantage,  Mrs.  Woffing- 
/(?;?,  upon  account  of  her  figure,  was  chofen  to 
reprefent  the  latter,  and  I  was  to  appear  in 
the  charadler  of  a  young  princcfs.  1  did  fo. 
But,  on  the  fii  ft  night  of  its  reprefentation, 
overcome  by  the  horror  of  the  piece,  and  by 
my  fright  at  feeing  the  ghoft  of  Laius ;  not- 
withftanding  I  had  been  fo  long  ufed  to  the 
ftage,  and  all  its  feigned  terrors,  I  fainted 
away,  and  was  carried  ofT  in  a  ftate  of  in- 
'  fenfibility.  When  I  recovered  my  fenfes,  I 
was  informed,  that  the  audience,  as  much 
terrified  as  myfelf,  had  retired,  and  lefc 
Oedipus  2ind  yocajia  to  croak  at  one  another,- 
in  a  difnial  tele  a  tete, 

B  z~  Eh^dra 
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Plisedra  and  Hippolytus,  in  which  I  was  ho- 
noured with  the  part  of  another  princefs, 
was  alfo  got  up.  Of  this  chara(5ler,  from 
the  piece's  being  fo  fiiort-lived,  I  recollect 
as  little  as  I  do  that  of  Hippoly  tus,whichl  have 
been  trying  to  call  to  memory,  but  without 
fuccefs.  The  illnefs,  which  proceeded  from 
the  fright  juft  mentioned,  laded  a  confider- 
able  time,  and  prevented  my  playing  much, 
till  the  benefits,  when  I  was  fully  employed. 
After  I  had  received  the  emoluments  of 
my  own  benefit,  I  propofed  to  fettle  all  my 
bills.  And  for  this  purpofe  I  Ihewed  Mr. 
Calcraft  thofe  which  had  been  left  unpaid  at 
the  time  we  quitted  Brewer-flreet.  Thefe, 
by  their  accumulation  between  the  period  of 
their  being  delivered  in  and  our  removal 
from  thence,  were  now  increafed  to  upwards 
of  thirteen  hundred  pounds.  Having  deli- 
berately looked  over  them,  and  feen  their 
amount,  he  plainly  told  me,  that  he  could 
not  pay  them.  He  faid,  that  his  expences 
\yere  very  great;  and  as  my  income  was  fo 
confidcrable,  it  was  more  than  fufficient, 
with  oeconomy,  to  fupport  fo  fmall  a  family, 
with  the  four  hundred  a  year  he  had  allowed 
towards  it.  He  then  afked  me  what  I  had 
done  with  the  thoufand  pounds  in  bank 
notes,  that  I  had  received  at  the  time  of  my 
quarrel  with  M'^.  Metham,  of  which  he  now 
acknowledged  himfelf  the  donor,  as  well  as 
of  the  fifty  for  myTunbridge  houfes.  I  was 

thunder- 
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thunder-flruck  at  this  diredt  refufal  of  his 
paying  thefe  debts,  for  1  not  only  flattered 
myfelf  that  he  would  have  difcharged  them, 
but  the  fix  hundred  pounds  I  had  borrowed 
of  Mifs  Md)  editlK 

As  foon  as  I  could  recover  from  my  con^ 
fufion,  I  arofe  up  to  Icive  the  room.  But  he 
prevented  me  from  going,  fearing  I  Ihould 
quit  the  houfe.  This  I  certainly  fliould 
have  done,  as  I  defpifed  him  for  his  mean- 
nefs.  T  muft  Jiere  flop  to  remark,  that  even 
in  the  midfl:  of  my  chagrin  at  Mr.  Calcraft's 
behaviour,  I  received  great  pleafure  from 
the  information,  that  I  was  not  indebted  to 
the  nobleman  I  fufped:ed  for  the  thoufand 
pounds;  efpecially  as  his  Lordlhip  had 
feemed  to  confider  himfelf  at  liberty  to  foli- 
cit  my  favour  ever  fince  m.y  difunion  with> 
Mr.  Mdkam.. 

Mr.  Calcraft  having  detained  me,  he  con-' 
€luded  with  faying,  that  if  I  would  once  con- 
vince him  that  I  knew  the  value  of  money, 
he  would  give  me  a  thoufand  pounds  for 
every  hundred  I  then  required.  Tired  with 
this  pecmi'mry  converfation,  which  always  was 
the  moft  unpleafing  to  me  of  any,  and  now 
holding  him  in  fovereign  contempt,.!  repli- 
ed, that  Ileftittoplodderslikehim,  whowere 
poflTefled  of  no  other  knowledge,  to  fet  a  va- 
lue upon  fuch  trafh.  Upon  this,,  he  pulled 
out  his  purfe,  and  laying  down  three  hundred 
and  odd  pounds^  which,  with  the  thoufand 
B  J.  and 
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and  fifty  before  received,  jufl  made  up  the 
amount  of  the  bills  owing,  he  walked  down 
to  his  defk  ;  there  to  blefs  the  mammon,  by 
which  he  hoped,  at  fome  future  period,  to 
purchafe  himfelf  a  title,  or  at  leaft  to  be- 
come, through  it,  a  leader  in  the  Houfc  of 
Commons.  That  thefe  were  his  fentiments, 
I  fliall  hereafter  have  occafion  to  evince. 

I  had  been  told,  a  few  days  before  the 
above  converfation  between  A/r.  Calcraft  and 
myfelf  took  place,  that  a  lady,  w^ho  would 
not  leave  her  name  or  any  meffage,  had  call- 
ed upon  me  feveral  times,  and,  as  fhe  faid, 
by  my  ow^n  appointment.  As  I  was  pund:i- 
lious,  even  to  the  very  letter  of  the  word,  I 
was  furprized  at  my  having  been  guilty  of 
fuch  a  breach  of  good  manners.  I  accord- 
ingly gave  orders  to  the  porter  (for  fuch  a 
domeilic  was  now  become  necefl'ary  to  us) 
tliat  the  ftranger  lliould  be  admitted  when- 
ever file  came  again. 

I  had  fcarcely  compofed  myfelf  from  the 
agitation  in  which  Mr.  Calcraft  had  left  me, 
and  had  jull  fat  down  to  breakfaft,  when  the 
perfon  was  fliewn  in.  But  how  fhall  I  de- 
fcribe  to  you  the  figure  that  entered  the 
room  ?  Pidiure  to  yourfelf  a  tall,  thin,  pale, 
dejedied  woman,  in  whofe  looks  was  accu- 
mulated every  degree  of  diftrefs  and  mifery. 
Yet  there  ilione  through  all  this  wrctched- 
nefs  fomething  which  leemed  to  declare  that 
ihe  was  not  born  to  fuffer  indigence.     I  re- 

quefle.d 
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quefted  her  to  fit,  and  enquired  her  com- 
mands. She  then  informed  me,  that  having 
loft  the  ufe  of  her  hand,  Ihe  had  been  obliged 
to  another  to  enable  her  to  addrefs  me.  And 
as  the  reafon  was  affigned  in  the  letter  which 
flie  had  fent  me,  of  her  not  giving  me  then 
an  explanation,  Ihe  reminded  me,  that  I  had 
kindly  wrote  an  anfwer,  in  which  I  had  de- 
fired  to  fee  her.  As  foon  as  flie  mentioned 
this,  I  recollcdled  the  circiimftance. 

Upon  my  prefling  her  to  drink  a  difh  of 
chocolate,  fhe  requefted,  as  my  maid  was  in 
the  room,  llie  might  be  permitted  to  fpeak 
with  me  alone.  Had  Ihe  known  the  good- 
nefs  o'i  Clifford's  heart,  Ihe  would  have  efteem- 
ed  this  requert  unneceffary.  As  foon  as  my 
maid  had  quitted  the  room,  the  flranger 
threw  open  a  decent  cloak  that  covered  her, 
and  difplayed  fuch  a  fcene  of  wrerchednefs, 
as  an  attempt  to  defcribe,  with  minutenefs, 
would  almoft  call  my  veracity  in  queftion. 
Let  it  fuffice  to  fay,  that  her  gown,  or  the 
garment  which  had  once  been  a  gown,  had 
no  fleeves  to  it.  Two  pieces  of  cloth  were 
faftened  clofe  to  her  flicks  of  arms,  which, 
if  pofiible,  made  them  thinner  than  they 
were.  In  fhort,  the  whole  of  her  drefs  con- 
veyed fuch  an  idea  of  extreme  penury,  as  I 
had  never  been  a  witnefs  to  upon  any  occa- 
fion  before.  This  diflrefsful  fight  awakened 
within  me  every  compaffionate  feeling  ; 
and  I  was  now  as  much  affeded  by  the  ten- 
der 
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der  paffions,  as  I  had  jufl  before  been  moved 
with  refentiiient. 

She  proceeded  to  inform  me,  tbat  fhewas 
the  unfortunate  widow  of  the  late  Sir  James^ 
Lindfay,  who  had  been  firft  lieutenant  of  a 
man  of  war,  and  blown  up  in  her  during  an  en- 
gagement. She  faid,  as  the  match  between. 
Sir  James  and  herfelf  had  been  more  incited 
by  love  than  prudence,  his  father,  upon  his. 
deceafe,  had  left  him  a  very  fmall  eflate 
only,  together  with  a  title,  which  was  rather 
an  incumbrance  to  thofe  who  had  it  not  in 
their  power  to  fupport  the  dignity  of  it.  She 
added,  that  Ihe  had  five  children. 

Her  eldeft  fon,  Sir  John,  had  been  taken, 
from  her  by  his  uncle,  an  eminent  merchant,, 
and  from  whom  he  had  expectations  of  a  fu- 
ture fupport.  Her  eldeft  daughter,  during 
the  time  ihe  lay  in  w4th  one  of  her  other 
children,  had,  through  the  carelefsnefs  of  the- 
fervant,  fallen  out  of  a  window,  by  which 
file  broke  one  of  her  legs.  An  amputation 
followed,  and  fhe  was  otherwife  rendered  a 
cripple.  The  terror,  arifing  from  the  fad 
cataitrophe  of  her  dear  hufband,.  had  thrown 
her  iato  labour  fooner  than  nature  intended,, 
when  fhe  was  delivered  of  a  boy,  who,  to  all 
appearance,  would  prove  an  idiot;  as,  at  four 
years  of  age,,  he  could  not  feed  himfelf,  or 
fpeak  articulately.. 

Thefe  accumulated  forrows,  added  to  the 
moil  pungent  diftrefs,  had  greatly  injured 

her- 
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her  health,  and  occafioned  the  lofs  of  her 
limbs.  She  had,  however,  at  length  reco- 
vered the  ufe  of  all  but  her  hands,  by  which 
alone  Ihe  could  fupport  herfelf  and  four 
children  ;  her  penfion,  fifteen  pounds  a  year, 
badly  paid,  being  barely  fufiicient  to  pro- 
cure a  habitation  for  them.  She  had  been 
obliged  to  part  from  every  thing  upon  which 
ilie  could  raife  money.  The  hat  and  cloak 
flie  had  on,  the  only  decent  part  of  her  ap- 
parel, were  borrowed.  She  concluded  with 
faying,  that  fhe  had  been  advifed  to  apply  to 
me,  and  encouraged  by  the  charad:er  I  bore 
for  humanity,  fhe  had  taken  that  liberty. 

The  money  Mr,  Calcraft  had  left  me  was 
flill  lying  on  my  drefling-table.  I  took  up 
what  there  was,  and  gave  it  to  her.  It 
amounted  to  a  few  guineas  only.  But  the 
fum  exceeding  her  expe«ftations,  the  poor 
woman  was  ready  to  faint  with  tranfport. 
As  foon  as  fhe  was  a  little  recovered,  and  had 
found  the  power  of  utterance,  half  choaked 
with  the  fluttering  emotions  of  her  grateful 
heart,  fhe  faid,  "  I  did  not  mean.  Madam, 
*'  to  intrude  upon  your  generofity,  but" — 

She  had  proceeded  thus  far,  when  Mr. 
Fox  entered  the  room.  He  faw  me  fo  af- 
fefted,  for  affetted  indeed  I  was,  that 
he  was  going  to  retire.  Upon  which  I 
ran  to  him,  and  taking  hold  of  his  hand, 
exclaimed,  ''  O,  n)y  dear  Sir,  you  are  the 
*'  very  perfon  I  want!"  As  I  had  never  ta- 
ken 
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ken  the  liberty  to  lay  hold  of  his  hand  be- 
fore, and  now  prefled  it  mod  vehemently, 
he  imagined  from  that,  and  the  agitation  of 
~my  whole  frame,  that  fomething  of  the  ut- 
moft  confcquence  muft  occafion  it.  He 
therefore  enquired  in  what  he  could  oblige 
me.  I  repeated  to  him  the  affefting  tale,, 
fimply  as  I  had  juft  heard  it.  At  the  con- 
elufion  of  it,  I  found  that  I  flill  prelTed  his 
hand  between  mine,  and  that  I  kept  him. 
Handing.  I  was  confounded.  The  earnell- 
nefs  with  which  I  interelled  myfelf  in  my  pe- 
titioner's woes,  made  me  forget  the  decorum 
due  to  the  perfon  to  whom  I  was  applying  in 
her  favour.. 

I  had  been  in  many  delicate  fituations  be- 
fore, but  never  felt  myfelf  in  fo  awkward 
a  one  as  the  prefent.  I  could  not  prevent 
my  tears  from  flowing  ;  and  I  found Jimplicity 
to  be  more  efficacious  in  pleading  my  own 
caufe,  as  well  as  that  of  my  fupplicant's,  than 
all  the  ftudied  arts  of  eloquence..  Never  did 
two  hearts  more  abound  with  the  milk  of 
human  kindnefs,  than  my  own  and  that  of 
the  worthy  man  before  me^  Whilil  huma- 
nity beamed  from  his  countenance,  he  con- 
doled with  the  lady  on  her  misfortunes,  and, 
bidding  her  be  comforted,  faid,  he  would 
fee  v/hat  was  to  be  done  for  her.  Then  ta- 
king out  his  pocket-book,  he  gave  her  a 
bank  note.  The  value  of  it  I  did  not  fee. 
My  unfortunate  viiiier  was  oppreffed  before,. 

But 


C.      A.       B    E   X    L    A    M    Y.  II 

But  now  file  was  overwhelmed.  She  fpon- 
taneoufly  fell  on  her  knees.  Her  ftreaming 
€yes  and  grateful  looks  thanked  us  with  in- 
exprefiible  energy;  but  her  tongue  refufed 
its  aid  upon  the  occafion.  And  flie  took  her 
leave,  without  being  able  to  utter  a  fyllable, 

I  own  I  felt  myfelf  happy  when  Lady  Lind- 
fay  quitted  the  room.  My  fenfibility  was 
wound  up  too  high.  It  became  painful. 
Mr.  Fox  walked  to  the  window,  and  by  the 
ufe  he  made  of  his  handkerchief,  I  found 
that  his  eyes  bore  witnefs  to  the  benevolent 
emotions  of  his  heart. 

In  the  month  of  March  following,  I  had  . 
the  pleafure  to  inform  Lady  Lindfay  m  per- 
fon,  that  her  four  children  were  placed  upon 
the  compaffionate  lift,  with  an  appointment 
often  pounds  a-year  each.  And  further,  that 
his  Majefty,  in  confideration  of  her  late  huf- 
band's  having  loft  his  life,  whilft  he  was 
bravely  lighting  in  his  fervice,  had  granted 
her  fifty  pounds  yearly  out  of  the  Trcafury, 
in  addition  to  her  peniion. 

When  I  had  made  her  happy  with  this 
pleafing  intelligence,  I  aiked  her  why  I  had 
never  feen  her  fince  her  firft  application  to 
me.  She  replied,  that  the  alteration  in  her 
family  had  taken  up  all  her  attention.  And 
as  Ihe  thought  I  felt  too  much  at  her  diftrefs 
when  flie  firft  made  me  acquainted  with  it, 
and  perceived  that  nothing  could  hurt  me 
fo  much  as  thanks,  Ihe  had  refrained  from 

giving 
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giving  me  further  pain.  She  tqld  me  that 
Ihe  fuppofed  I  had  been  made  acquainted 
with  Mr,  Fox's  bounty,  who  had  provided 
againft  her  wants  for  fome  time,  by  nobly 
giving  her  in  the  bill  I  faW  fifty  pounds. 

Lady  Lin afay  added,  that  her  eldeft  daugh- 
ter, the  cripple,  was  happily  releafed  by 
death  from  her  miferable  fituation.  And 
that  the  child,  of  whofe  mental  faculties  ihe 
had  been  apprehenfive,  was  now,  to  her 
great  comfort,  become  one  of  the  moft 
fprightly  boys  of  his  age.  She  much  regretted 
his  not  being  at  home  to  thank  me.  But, 
continued  her  Ladyfhip,  we  pray  for  you 
and  our  worthy  benefactor  every  night  and 
morning.  Juft  as  I  was  taking  my  leave,  the 
little  fellow  came  in.  And  from  the  defcrip- 
tion  his  mother  had,  I  fuppofe,  given  of  me, 
immediately  knew  me.  For  he  ran  to  me, 
and,  kneeling  down  with  a  graceful  eafe, 
kilFed  n\y  hand.  I  raifed  and  carelTed  him; 
and  defired  his  mother  would  bring  him  of- 
ten to  fee  me,  it  being  only  over  the  way, 
as  they  lived  but  in  King  Street. 

Never  did  I  feel  more  real  happinefs,  than 
in  being  the  means  of  relieving  this  amiable 
woman  and  her  family  from  the  extreme  di- 
flrefs  in  which  they  were  involved.  The 
fame  plea-fing  reward  attended,  I  doubt  not, 
the  great  and  good  man,  to  whofe  noble  be- 
neficence that  relief  principally  owed  its  fur- 
therance.    How  fupremely  bleft  are  thofe 

who 


C.       A.       B    E    L    L    A    M   Y.  I3 

who  poflefs,  as  he  did,  the  power  as  well  as 
the  liicrmation,  to  relieve  the  diftrefles  of 
the  unfortunate. 

I  can  fcarcely  refrain  here  from  ente-ring 
into  a  long  eulogium  on  that  firll  of  virtues 
benevolence.  But  having  done  it  in  a  former 
letter,  I  fhall  refer  you  to  that  for  my  fenti- 
ments  on  this  nobleft  propenfity  of  the  mind. 

G.  A.  B. 


LETTER       LVIII. 

March  21,   17 — 

WHILST  the  fcene  defcribed  in  my 
lad  letter  paffed  in  my  dreffing- 
room,  Mr.  Fox,  who  had  an  eye  like  an  eagle, 
call  them  upon  the  part  o^  Alzira,  v^'hich  lay 
•upon  my  dreillng-table.  I  law  that  he  wiihed 
to  fpeak  to  me,  relative  to  it,  but  fome  company 
<:oming  in,  immediately  as  Lady  Lin dfiy  went 
out,  he  was  prevented  from  having  an  op- 
portunity to  do  fo.  A  gentleman  had,  at 
my  requeft,  altered  ibme  palfages  in  the 
tragedy,  which  I  propofed  taking  for  my 
benefit,  and  in  which  he*  was  to  play 
Zamor.  This  gentleman  had  talents  for  the 
llage,  and  made  the  firft  attempt  on  it  this 
feafon.  But  he  was  a  better  critic  than  an 
aftor,  and  equally  as  good  a  play-wright 
as  a  critic.  He  has  for  fome  years  quitted 
vol..  III.  C  the 

•*   Mr,  Miirpl-}\ 
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the  ftage  for  the  bar,   at  which  he  makes  a 
confpicuous  figure, 

.As  there  was' company  in  the  drawing-- 
room  when  the  Secretary  at  War  came  to 
dinner,  and  he  was  impatient  to  ipeak  to  me 
concerning  the  part  of  Alz'ira,  he  delired  I 
would  permit  him  to  accompany  me  into 
another  room  for  a  few  minutes.  Mr, 
Calcraft  having  been  informed  that  Mr. 
Fox  had  been  a  confiderabie  time  in  my 
drefliiig-room  during  the  forenoon^  he  made 
no  doubt  but  that  I  had  been  complaining 
to  him,  and  acquainting  him  with  the  na- 
ture of  our  connexion  :  an  event  which  he 
"much  dreaded.  And  his  fufpici.on  was  con- 
-iirmed,  by  feeing  his  patron  enter ,without 
me,  and  not  appearing  to  bepleafed.  When 
the  ladies  and  myfelf  withdrew  from  table, 
his  apprehenfions  increafed  by  feeing  Mr, 
Fox  take  hold  of  my  hand  as  I  palTed  by  him, 
faying,  at  the  fame  time,  "  I  deiire  you 
''  will."  Nor  were  they  leffened  by  hear- 
ing me  reply,  "  I  will  confider  of  it." 

The  ineffable  contempt  I  had  Ihewn  to- 
wards Calcraft  in  the  morning  had  greatly 
alarmed  him'.  His  confcience,  (no,  let  me  cor- 
rect that  word)  his  fears  left  his  deceptions 
fhould  be  difcovered,  excited  in  his  breafl 
iniufual  perturbations.  For  he  ftill  wifhed 
to  preferve  the  appearance  of  that  principle  for 
which  he  had  hitherto  been  famed,  and 
which  had  procured  him,  as  I  have  already 
obferved,  the  title  of  honeji  Jack  Calcraft,     It 

was 
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was  not  from  any  incitements  of  re(ftitude, 
or  of  humanity  to  me,  nor  from  any  regret 
for  the  falfhoods  he  had  impofed  upon  me 
relative  to  his  patron,  (the  particulars  of 
which  will  be  prefently  developed)  but  the 
cenfures  of  the  world,  and  the  blafting  his 
wideferved  good  character,  that  he  was  appre- 
henfive  of.  The  time,  however,  was  not 
yet  arrived,  when  a  difcovery  of  his  cruel 
duplicity  was  to  take  place. 

His  infolence  and  meannefs  made  me  de- 
fpife,  though  I  did  not  as  yet  hate  him. 
His  love  of  money  increafed  every  day. 
And  from  accumulating,  as  he  did,  a  fortune 
fo  rapidly,  he  affumed  a  confequential  air, 
which  rendered  him  ridiculous  even  to  his 
own  fervants.  For,  endeavouring  to  appear 
the  great  man,  his  ignorance  led  him  into, 
vulgarity.  Indeed,  he  poLTefTed  two  quali- 
fications necelTary  to  the  acquirement  and 
enjoyment  of  a  fortune,  and  thofe  in  an 
eminent  degree.  Thefe  were  the  art  of 
keeping  a  ledger,  (which  I  have  already  ce- 
lebrated) and  an  excellent  judgment  in  wine. 
In  the  latter,  he  was  a  compleie  connoiffeur. 
And  as  the  intercft  of  his  patron,  and  his 
connection  with  me,  procured  him  the  ho- 
nour of  the  bell  company  at  his  table,  he 
had  an  opportunity  of  dilplaying  this  va- 
luable branch  of  knowledge. 

A  propriety  of  demeanour  upon  an  eleva-- 

tnon  froni  a  tow  ftation  of  life  to  a  high  one,. 

C  2  is. 
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is  what  cannot  be  acquired  by  a  little  mind. 
The  fame  meannefs  and  contradtion  of  foul 
will  accompany  them,  though  they  are  ele- 
vated to  the  higheft  rank,  and  become  pof- 
felled  of  princely  fortunes. — The  only  way 
that  can  enter  into  their  narrow  conception 
of  increafing  their  confequence  proportion- 
ably  to  the  increafe  of  their  wealth,  is  by 
aflfuming  an  haughty  air,  and  an  infolence  of 
carriage  towards  their  inferiors.  An  afTump- 
rion  v.'hich  only  ferves  to  point  out  the  plain- 
er, to  every  difcerning  obferver,  the  rife  that 
has  taken  place.  This  counterfeit  dignity 
iits  as  awkward  upon  them  as  Beau  Clincher's 
cloaths  upon  'Tom  Errands  It  is  not  only  an 
infallible  criterion  by  which  to  know  the  line 
they  have  been  brought  up  in,  but  is  a  true 
.barometer  of  their  fenfe  and  accomplifli- 
ments» 

As  foon  as  I  had  left  the  room.  Lord  Mel- 
combe  rallied  his  friend,  Mr.  Fox,  on  the  little 
inexplicable  familiarity  which  had  juft  pafT- 
ed  between  him  and  me.  As  the  gentlemen 
prefent  wTre  all  fuch  as  he  could  confide  in, 
Mr.  Fox,  m  return,  acquainted  him,  that 
what  he  had  faid  to  me  as  I  went  out,  related 
to  fomething  which  concerned  them  all.  He 
told  them,  that,  as  he  had  reafon  to  believe 
I  knew  the  author  who  had  written  a  parody 
in  one  of  the  public  papers,  wiiich  was  re- 
plete with  wit  and  fatire,  and  difcovered  a 
fund  of  political  knowledge,  and  whom  they 

had 


G.       A.       BELLAMY.  1 7 

had  endeavoured  in  vain  to  find  out,  he  had 
been  trying  to  get  me  to  give  him  up.     He 
added,   that  his  fufpicions  firlt  aroie  froni' 
fome  papers  he  had  call:  his  eye  upon  as  they 
lay  on  my  drefFing-table. 

Mr.  Calcraft,  being  relieved  by  this  ex- 
planation from  the  apprehenfions  he  had  en- 
tertained, fent  up,  as  mailer,  for  the  part  of 
Alzira,  which  had  given  rife  to  Mr.  Fox's 
fuppoiition.  But  I  abfolutely  refufed  tO' 
fend  it,  not  knowing  but  I  might  injure  the 
author.  My  refufal  hurt  his  pride.  He, 
however,  made  another  attempt  to  obtain  it; 
and  for  this  purpofe  conftituted  the  chaplain 
his  ambaffador.  Lwas  ftill  inexorable,  and 
continued  fo,  till  I  was  affured  it  could  not 
poffibly  be  attended  with  any  bad  confe- 
quences  to  my  friend.  What  the  refult  to  him 
was,  I  know  not,  hut  Mr.  Calcraff?>  anxiety 
had  not  palled  unobferved.  Doutor  Francis, 
who  was  in  my  interefb,  attributed  it  to  jea- 
loufy.  The  reft  of  the  company,  however, 
imagined  it  to  proceed  from  fome  greater 
caufe.  And  his  patron,  very  foon  after, 
took  occafion  to  fpeak  to  me  upon  the  topic. 

Our  fuccefs  this  feafon  at  the  theatre  was 
not  much  more  brilliant  than  the  preceding. . 
Mifs  NoJJlter  had  returned  from  Ireland,  where 
fhe  had  met  vv'ith  difapprobation,  more  from 
Barry's  fuppofed  attachment  to  her,  his  wife 
being  one  of  the  beft  of  women,  than  from 
her  want  of  merit  as  an  aftrefs.  Upon  her 
C  3  return,, 
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return,  fhe  engaged  herfelf  at  Covent-Gar- 
den.  Mrs.  PFoffington's  ill  ftate  of  health 
obliged  her  to  decline  ad:ing  this  feafon. 
Mr,  Smith  and  Mr.  Rofs  were  not  capital  men. 
The  former  was  by  no  means  fo  well  {killed 
as  he  now  is. 

My  partiality  for  Mifs  NoJJtter  increafed 
our  acquaintance  to  an  intimacy.  This  un- 
fortunate young  woman,  unfortimate  from 
lier  imprudent  attachment,  was  infinitely 
more  agreeable  in  a  room  than  fhe  was  upon 
the  ftage.  As  I  have  already  faid,  fhe  wa« 
genteel  and  accompllfhed.  And  when  fhe 
eould  forget  what  preyed  upon  her  heart, 
her  converfation  abounded  with  lively  fallies. 
But  thcfc,  however  entertaining  at  the  time, 
might  not  appear  fo  fprightly  when  repeat- 
ed. Mifs  Msredlth,  who  was  now  my  con- 
Itant  companion,  was  charmed  with  her ; 
which  occafioned  her  being  frequently  in 
Parliament-flreet. 

Mr.  Rich,  wearied  out  with  the  fucceflion 
of  bad  houfes,  produced  by  the  pieces  which 
were  then  performed,  thought  of  reviving 
the  Prophetefs  of  Beaumont  and  Fletcher.  His 
chief  inducement  was,  becaufe  he  could  in- 
troduce into  it  a  good  deal  of  machinery, 
which,  it  is  well  knov/n,  was  his  hobby- 
horfe.  In  particular,  he  contrived  to  bring 
on  a  number  of  dancing  chairs. 

I  was  not  at  all  mortified  at  being  left  out 
of  this  piece,  as  I  had  now  perpetual  employ- 
ment 
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men t  at  home.  Mr.  CalcrajYh  bufinefs  was  fo 
much  increafed,  that  he  could  not  copy  all 
the  private  letters.  Therefore,  as  I  wrote 
remarkably  quick,  and  could  be  confided  in, 
I  was  chofen  amanuenfis  to  the  Secretary  at 
War  and  hisCommis. 

This  new  employment  gave  me  more  fre- 
quent opportunities  of  being  alone  with  Mr* 
Fox  than  I  had  hitherto  had.  One  evening, 
as  we  were  together,  he  revived  the  occur- 
rences of  the  day  on  which  Lady  Lindfay  had 
called  upon  me.  I  found  that  he  had  taken 
notice  oi Air. Cak raff  s  confufion,  and  that  he 
had  likewife  obferved  the  bank  bills  which 
lay  near  the  part  of  the  play  which  had 
caught  his  eye.  Thefe  circumftances  excited 
his  curiofity,  efpecially  as  he  knew  that 
Clifford  was  the  keeper  of  my  calh,  except  of 
that  belonging  to  my  play-purfe. 

As  he  had  begun  the  topic,  I  informed 
him  of  the  whole  of  the  converfation,  as  near 
as  I  could  recolleft,  which  had  paffed  be- 
tween Mr.  Calcraft  and  myfelf  that  morning. 
I  had  no  fooner  done  fo,  than  he  expreffed 
his  furprize  that  Mr.  Calcraft  did  not  own  me 
publicly  as  his  wife.  Had  a  thunderbolt 
that  inftant  riven  my  heart,  it  could  not  have 
received  a  more  violent  concuffion.  I  had 
oply  power  to  exclaim,  "  O,  Sir!"  and  then 
I  burlt  into  a  flood  of  tears.  When  I  was  a 
little  recovered,  I  afked  him  if  he  had  not 
been,  and  ftill  was,  a  bar  to  fuch  an  union  ? 

He 
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He  afTured  me  to  the  contrar}^  To  which' 
he  added,  that  both  Lady  Caroline  and  him- 
felf  had  always  concluded  that  we  were  really- 
married.  Upon  which  I  related  to  him  all 
that  had  palled,  at  Mr.  GarifeWs.  When  he. 
heard  this,  he  feemed.  to  be  as  much  con- 
founded  as  I  had  been.  He,  however,  ad- 
vifed  me  not  to  take  the  leaft  notice  of  what- 
had  now  palTed  between  us,  but  to  leave  the. 
event  to  time;,  as  in  my  prefent  fituation  (I- 
was  then  pregnant)  a  diipute,  w^hich  mull  be 
the  natural  refult,  might  be  attended  wlth- 
difagreeable  confequences.  He  concluded 
with  affuring  me,  that  as  he  had  been  made 
an  adtor  in  the  aJEFair  without  his  knowledge,, 
he  would,  on  fome  future  day,  take  a  part 
in  It. 

I  returned  Mr.  Far  thanks  for  the  affurance 
he  gave  me  of  his  friendlhip,  and  promifed 
to  be  guided  by  him,  in  a  point  which  re- 
quired fo  much  circumfpeftion.  As  forAfr. . 
Calcraft,  the  indifference  I.  had  hitherto  en- 
tertained for  him  was  now  grown  into  per- 
fed:  contempt.  I  had  before  defpifed  him 
for  his  meannefs,  I  now  hated  him  for  his 
duplicity.  We  had,,  however,  very  few 
opportunities  of  entering  into  converfation 
with  each  other,  his  time  being  engroffed 
by  bufinefs,  and  mine  either  by  the  em- 
ployment I  had  entered  upon  of  writing 
letters,  or  by  company.  But  notwithftand- 
ing  fuch   was  the  difpolitioii  of  my  mind 

towards 
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towards  Mr.  Cakraft,  I  continued  to  be  as 
anxious  as  ever  to  promote  the  bulinefs  of 
his  office. 

Air.  Fox's  popularity  was  at  this  time  ar- 
rived at  fuch  an  height,  from  the  oppofition 
he  made  to  the  Marriage  Ad:,  that  his  cha- 
riot was  carried  upon  the  Ihoulders  of  the 
crowd,  for  feveral  days  together,  from  the 
Parliament  Houfe  to  Conduit-flreet.  Afr. 
H'^ilk'mfon,  a  furrogate  of  the  Savoy,  was  the 
firil,  and  I  believe  the  only  clergyman  who 
fell  a  vidim  to  the  injudicious  arrangements 
of  that  aft.  An  adl ,  from  which  the  moil 
fatal  cffefts  to  fociety  have  refulted  ;  for,  to 
the  obflruftions  it  has  placed  in  the  avenues 
which  lead  to  the  temple  of  Hymen,,  mighty 
in  a  great  meafure,  be  attributed  the  num- 
bers of  unhappy  females,  who  infeft  the 
ftreets  of  this  metropolis,  to  the  great  annoy- 
ance of  the  modeft  part  of  the  fex. 

For  a  breach  of  this  law,  in  marrying  Afr. 
Fernon,  the  finger,  X.o  MifsPoitier,  the  danc- 
er, this  clergyman  was  committed  to  New- 
gate ;  and  being  tried,  was  fentenced  to  be 
tranfported.  One  evening  Mr.  Ridoiit  came 
into  the  green-room,  and  informed  us,  that 
having  been  to  the  prifon  to  (tQMr.Wilkinfon, 
he  found  him  on  the  common  fide,  with  the 
moft  abandoned  fellows,  and  in  want  of 
every  neceffary.  I  had  no  fooner  heard  this 
account,  than  my  humanity  was  awakened, 
and  I  determined  to  exert  myfelf  in  favour 

of 
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of  the  unhappy  man.  For  this  purpofe,  m 
thefirfl  place,  I  begged  the  favour  of  Mr. 
Ridout  to  return  upon  his  fteps  immediately,, 
and  in  my  name  requeft  of  Mr.  Akerman 
to  take  the  old  gentleman  under  his  care, 
and  place  him  in  as  commodious  a  fituation, 
as  his  confinement  would  admit  of.  This 
Mr.  Akerman  readily  did,  and  I  have  always-- 
efleemed  myfelf  much  obliged  to  him  for 
fo  doing.  He  removed  him  from  the  com- 
mon fide  to  his  own  houfe  and  table,  where 
he  continued,,  till  the  hour  arrived  for  his 
going  abroad.  In  the  mean  time,  we  col— 
lcd:ed  a  large  purfe  for  him  ;  and  Mr.  Fox 
furnifhed  him  with  cred-entials  to  fecure  him. 
a  living  when  he  arrived  at  the  place  of  hi&- 
dellination.  But  the  poor  old  man  had  fuf- 
fered  too  many  hardfliips  before  I  heard  of 
his  unhappy  fituation,  to  reap  any  benefit 
from  Mr.  Fox's  goodnefs.  The  hardlhips  he 
had  gone  through,  and  the  uneafinefs  of  his 
mind,  aided  by  the  inconveniencies  of  the 
voyage,  put  a  period  at  once  to  his  troubles 
and  exiftence,  before  he  reached  the  coail-^ 
q£  America.. 

A  ridiculous  circumfiiance. — The  reflec- 
tion of  a  moment  tells  me,  that  the  ridicu- 
lous circumltance  I  am  about  to  mention, 
will  fi:and  a  better  chance  of  having  the  de- 
fired  effedl,  if  it  be  not  related  immediately 
£tfter  the  foregoing  anecdote. — It  will  be  ne- 
ceflary  that  the  compaffionate  emotions  ex- 
cited 
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cited  by  the  latter  fhould  be  permitted  to 
fubiide,  and  that  the  mind  recovers  its  iifual 
tone,  before  tlie  chords  receive  a  quicker 
vibration  from  a  laughable  incident. — As  in 
mufic,  too  fuddcn  a  tranfition  from  flow  and 
folemn  ftrains  to  quick  and  lively  ones,  ra- 
ther bewilders  the  fenfes,  than  aroufes  the 
paffion  intended  ;  fo  in  writing. — But  why 
lliould  I  enter  into  a  long  difcuffion  of  what 
muft  appear  very  plain  to  you  ?  You  fee,  as 
clearly  as  I  do,  that  it  will  be  proper  to  make 
a  paufe  between  the  preceding  fad  incident 
and  the  fucceeding  merry  one. 

G.  A.  B. 


LETTER       LIX. 


March  30,   17— 

A  Ridiculous  circumflance  happened  du- 
ring the  getting  up  of  the  Prophetefs, 
which,  thouo-h  trivial  in  itfelf,  as  it  Ihows 
the  abfurel'ty  of  the  times,  I  am  mduced  to 
give  an  account  of.  Tilr.  Rofs  did  me  the 
honour  to  confult  me  in  what  manner  he 
Ihould  drefs  the  characfler  of  the  Roman 
Emperor.  I  gave  him  fuch  diredlions,  as 
in  my  idea  appeared  mod  confonant  to  the 
chara6:er.  Among  other  things,  I  recom- 
mended him  to  have  a  wig  made  as  near  a 
head  of  hair  as  it  could  poffibly  be.  He  told 

mc. 
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me,  that  Mr.  Rich  thought  it  ihould  ht  2.  full- 
bottomed  one.  I  could  not  help  fmiling  at 
fuch  an  abfurdity.  But  putting  on  a  grave 
look,  I  replied,  "  Then  let  it  be  as  large  a 
*«  one  as  you  can  get."  **  And  to  render 
*'  yourfelf  the  more  conlpicuous,"  conti- 
nued I,  "  mufl  not  you  wear  a  hoop  under 
**  your  lamberkins  ?"  The  ferious  air  I  af- 
fumed  whilil:  I  uttered  this,  deceived  the  he- 
ro, notwithftanding  the  propolal  was  fo  ap- 
parently prepoilerous;  and  he  determined  to 
adopt  the  mode  I  had  pointed  out. 

Thus  bedizened  when  he  came  on,  the 
night  of  reprefentation,  there  never  furely 
appeared  on  any  ftage  fo  grotefque  a  figure. 
The  houfe  was  in  a  roar.  But  no  one  was 
more  diverted  with  the  humourous  fcene 
than  myfelf.  By  this  joke,  vv^hich  I  could 
fcarcely  believe  pafTable,  was  every  perfon 
prefent,  except  the  poor  Emperor  himfelf, 
indebted  to  me  for  a  laugh  which  1  thought 
would  never  have  an  end.  It,  however,  was 
attended  with  a  good  confequence,  by  break- 
ing through  one  of  the  moft  abfV.rd  cuftoms 
that  was  ever  introduced  on  the  Englifh 
ftage  ;  that  of  drefling  the  Grecian  and  Ro- 
man heroes  in  full-bottomed  perukes. 

The  foregoing  inftance  reminds  me  of  a 
cuftom  juft  as  glaringly  prepofterous,  which 
is  common  on  the  French  flage.  I  have  there 
feen  Le  ^in  fawing  a  little  Spanifh  hat  and 
feather  between  his  hands,  in  the  charadler 

of 
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of  OreJIe,  whenever)'  other  part  of  the  drefs 
has  been  truly  Grecian. 

My  benefit  this  year  was,  as  ufual,  very 
brilliant;  and  lucrative  to  an  excefs.  But 
the  tragedy  of  Alzira  has  too  little  of  inci- 
dent, and  too  much  of  declamation,  to  fuit 
the  tafte  of  an  Englifh  audience.  The  pieces 
which  were  perforated  not  being  in  my  line 
of  adting,  I  had  not  much  bulinefs  at  the 
theatre  this  feafon.  I  v/as  not,  however, 
much  concerned  at  the  want  of  employment 
there,  and  was  very  happy  v/hen  it  con- 
cluded^ 

The  following  fummer  our  houfe  at  Holl- 
wood  was  crouded  fo  much,  that  it  really 
became  troublefome.  I  had  fome  time  be- 
fore made  Lord  Granby  a  prefent  of  a  very 
fine  horfe,  which  Lord  Tyrawleyhud  fent  me 
from  Gibraltar.  It  was  one  of  the  fwifteft 
of  its  fpecies  Arabia  ever  produced ;  and 
was  able  to  carry  any  weight,  which  render- 
ed it  invaluable.  The  happinefs  I  received 
from  being  able  to  make  fuch  a  prefent  to 
ficb  a  man,  equalled  the  value  of  the  gift, 

Mr.  Caciraft,  who  always  liked  to  fee  me 
well  mounted,  deiired  Captain  S —  to  look 
out  for  a  good  horfe  for  me.  The  captain 
informed  him,  that  he  himfelf  had  one  of 
the  finefl  mares  that  ever  was  mounted,  but 
ilie  was  fo  fpirited,  that  he  could  not,  at 
times,  hold  her  in;  therefore'he  was  fure  no 
woman  could  manage  her.     My  gentleman 

VOL.  Ill,  D  having 
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having  a  great  opinion  of  my  fkill  in  riding,  1 
(or  fecretly  wljlmig  that  my  neck  might  be  broke 
in  the  attempt^  laid  a  coniiderable  wager,  that 
I  could  not  only  ride,  but  completely  ma- 
nage her.  He  accordingly  at  dinner  acquaint- 
ed me,  that  he  had  made  a  purchafe  for  me  , 
of  the  moil  beautiful  mare  that  was  ever 
feen. 

The  next  day  fhe  was  brought  down  to  i 
Hollwood.  We  all  admired  her  ;  but  it  was 
with  the  greateft  difficulty  that  I  could  be 
j)erfuaded  to  get  upon  her  back.  What 
made  this  relu6tance  the  more  extraordinary 
was,  that  my  courage  had  hitherto  never 
been  known  to  fail  me;  as  I  was  efteemed 
one  of  the  boldeit  riders  in  the  kingdom,  i 
could  truly  fay  with  Sylvia^  *'  I  could  follow 
•"  the  cry  of  the  hounds  all  day,  and  the 
"  found  of  the  fiddle  all  night." 

I  have  already  told  you,  that  a  prefenti- 
ment  always  caft  a  gloom  over  my  mind  be- 
fore an  ill  betided  me.  Upon  this  occafion 
I  heard  its  fecret  whifpers,  and  found  it  too 
true  an  augurer.  A  party  of  us  fet  out  for 
an  airing  together.  At  firft  we  only  went  a 
gentle  canter.  But  coming  to  a  field  where 
a  labourer  officioufly  ran  to  open  the  gate  ; 
an  implement  of  hufbandry  he  held  in  his 
hand,  gliflening  againft  the  fun,  fo  fright- 
ened my  fteed,  that  it  flew  away  like  light- 
ening. Notwithflanding  my  boafted  fkill 
in  horfemanlhip,  I  had  no  longer  command 
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of  it ;  and  the  cotTipany  imprudently  purfu- 
ing,  that  ierved  to  augment  if  poffible  its 
velocity. 

Finding  my  left  hand  now  fairly  pulled- 
out  ot  joint  by  endeavouring  to  rein  the 
unmanageable  beaft  in,  and  obferving  that 
we  drew  near  the  brink  of  a  {lone  quarry, 
which  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  prevent  ic 
from  taking,  I  threw  myfelf  off.  By  the 
time  I  could  do  this,  I  was  fo  near  the  edge 
of  the  pit,  that  I  fell  d'rcdly  into  it,  and 
was  fuppofed  by  all  the  fpedtators  to  be  dafh- 
ed  to  pieces— Could  1  but  have  forefeen 
the  miferics  which  have  fmce  befallen  me, 
(I  am  tempted,  upon  this  occafion,  once 
more  to  exclaim)  ic  would  have  been  happy 
for  me  had  the  expeftations  of  the  company 
been  fat^ally  fuiriHcd.  -^  But  I  was  referved 
to  experience  yet  greater  evils. 

Before  the  companions  of  my  ride  came 
up,  I  had  recovered  from  the  infenfibiiity 
the  fall  had  occafioned,  and  was  endeavour- 
ing to  rife.  This,  however,  I  found  it  im- 
polfible  to  do,,  as  my  llioulder  v/as  diilocated, 
both  the  bones  of  my  left  arm  broken,  and 
my  hand  hanging  to  it,  as  if  it  was  a  feparate 
member.-  An  officer  that  was  in  company, 
and  who  had  in  a  battle  fometimes  been 
obliged  to  undertake  fuch  offices,  bound  up 
my  arrn  with  handkerchiefs.  A  carriage  was 
immediately  procured,  and  I  was  conveved 
home. 

E)  2  As 
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As  T  did  not  chuie  to  truft  to  the  iklU  of 
any  of  the  country  furgeons,  a  fervant  was 
difpatched  upon  the  runaway  beafl  to  town, 
to  call  in  Mr,  Adair  to  my  affiftance.  Upon 
this  occaiion,  its  fpeed  could  make  the  only 
atonement  for  the  mifchicf  it  had  done. 
That  gentleman  being  at  Richmond  when 
our  mclienger  arrived,  his  coming  down  was 
retarded  fome  hours  ;  which  obliged  me  to 
lie,  during  rhat  time,  in  a  moft  difagrecable 
and  painful  fituation.  Whilft  he  was  letting 
the  joint  of  my.wrift,  furj^rized  at  my  not 
cr\'ing  out,  he  turned  round  to  fee  whether 
I  was  infeniible ;  by  which  means  the  bone 
Hipped  out  of  its  place.  A  circumflance 
that  has  deprived  me  of  the  power  of  turn- 
ins:  thai  hand  ever  fince. 

During  my  confinement  by  this  accident, 
(as  misfortunes  feldom  come  alone)  I  met 
xvith  one  of  the  fevereil  loffes  I  had  ever 
felt.  Mr,  Calcraft  coming  one  day  into  my 
room  to  enquire  after  my  health,  I  took  no- 
tice that  he  feemed  uncommonly  thought- 
ful. Upon  which  my  fecond  fight  inftantly 
vilited  me,  and  I  cried  out  with  emotion, 
**  Bad  news  from  America  !'"'  To  this  he  on- 
ly replying  with  a  fhake  of  the  head,  I  ex- 
claimed, ^'  My  fears  are  too  prophetic,  and 
"  I  have  loft  a  fecond  father."  He  then  in- 
formed me  of  all  the  circumflances  of  the 
defeat  and  death  of  my  much-beloved  friend 
General  Braddock,     I  had  no  fooner  received 

the 
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the  heart-rending  intelligence,  than  I  gave 
way  to  the  moil  unbounded  grief;  which 
brought  on  a  fever,  and  I  lay  for  fome  time 
in.a  dangerous  iituation  from  thefe  compli- 
cated oppreffions. 

This  great  man  having  been  often  re- 
proached with  brutality,  I  am  induced  to 
recite  the  following  little  accident,,  which 
evidently  Ihews  the  contrary. 

As  we  were  walking  in  the  Park  one  day, 
we  heard  a  poor  fellow  was  to  be  chaftifed  ;„ 
when  I  requefled  the  General  to  beg  off  the 
offender.  Upon  his  application  to  the  gene- 
ral officer,  whole  name  was  Drury,  he  afked 
Braddock,  How  long  fince  he  had  divefled 
himfelf  of  brutality,  and  the  infolence  of  his 
manners  ?  To'  which  the  other  replied. 
You  never  knew  me  infolent  to  my  infe- 
riors. It  is  only  to  fuch  rude  men  as 
yourfelf,  that  I  behave  with  the  fpirit 
which  I  think  they  deferve.'^ 
I  likewife,  during  the  fame  interval,  re- 
ceived news  of  a  different  nature.  News,, 
which  had  it  not,  from  !ome  untoward  cir^- 
cumflances,  proved  deluiive,  would  have 
enabled  me  to  avenge  myfelf  in  the  nioft  fa- 
tisfaftory  manner  ot  G2/fr<^//'s  fallacious  con- 
dud:.  The  fortune  I  Ihould  have  received 
would  have  entitled  me  to  a  far  better  match 
than  himfelf;  and  which,  had  it  taken 
place,  I  am  well  affured  would  have  impell- 
D  3  ed 


30  THELIFEOF 

ed  hini  to  an  a6t  that  would  have  prevented 
his  dying  a  natural  death. 

A  lew  days  after  I  had  recovered  from 
my  fever,  (which,  I  muft  here  remark,  was 
faid  to  haiten  the  knitting  of  the  bone  of  my 
lirm,  an  event  that  had  been  prolonged  by 
too  even  a  circulation  of  the  blood,)  Mr. 
Calcraft  came  into  my  room,  crying  out  in 
extacy,  "  Your  fortune  is  made;  your  for- 
"  tune  is  made."  I  could  not  conceive 
what  occaiioned  this  uncommon  falutation. 
But,  upon  enquiring,  he  produced  a  daily 
paper,  and  read  a  paragraph  which  particu- 
larly concerned  me.  It  was  therein  men- 
tioned, by  way  of  advertifement,  "  That  a 
^^-  fliort  time  before,  Thomas  Sykes,  Efq.  died 
*'  in  the  fouth  of  France,  and  had  left  his 
"  fortune  in  the  Englifh  funds,  and  his  pro- 
*'  perty  at  the  Hague,  both  of  which  was' 
"  fuppofed  to  be  very  considerable,  to  ATifs 
"  Bellamy  J  belonging  to  one  of  the  theatres. 
**  Further  particulars  were  to  be  learnt  by 
"  enquiring  of  Mr.  Loyd,  Garden-Court,  in 
'-  the  Temple." 

I  did  not  at  firft  recoiled:  that  I  had  ever 
heard,  or  had  any  knowledge,  of  fuch  a  per- 
fon  ;  the  afiairs  of  the  nation  at  that  time  en- 
groffing  every  thought,  and  lying  as  heavy 
upon  my  neck  and  fb.ouldcrs,  as  they  did 
upon  Obadiah's  in  "  The  Committee."  At 
length,  after  a  fhort  paufe,  the  gentleman, 
whom  I  had  accidentally  met  fome  years  be- 
fore 
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fore  at  my  coiifin  Crawford''s  at  Watford,  and 
who  hinttd  to  me  about  being  preiident  of 
the  female  parliament,  prefented  himfelf  to 
mv  imagination.  And  I  conld  not  help  con  • 
fidering  this  conclufive  oddity  as  a  moft  ju- 
dicious winding  up  of  his  truly  fingular  cha- 
rafter, 

Mr.  Calcraft,  who  never  loft  fight  of  the 
homage  due  to  Plutus,  the  only  divinity  he 
adored,  haftened  away  to  the  Temple.  When 
he  got  there,  Mr,  Loyd  informed  him,  that 
a  will,  to  the  purport  mentioned  in  the  news- 
paper, had  feveral  months  before  been 
brought  to  him  for  his  infpedtion.  Of  this  he 
fhewed  Mr.-  Calcraft  a  copy,  telling  him,  that 
if  the  original  was  not  in  the  pofTefTion  of 
Mr.  Sykes  himfelf  when  he  died,  it  moft  pro- 
bably was  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Crawford,  who 
had  chambers  in  the  fame  court,  but  whofe 
refidence  was  at  Watford. 

Mr.  Crawford  not  being  in  town,  my  zea- 
lous friend  turned  his  horfes  heads  towards 
Hertfordfhire,  and  away  he  polled  to  Wat- 
ford. He  there  learnt  from  Mr.  Crazvford, 
that  Mr.  Sykes,  before  he  left  England,  had 
enquired  much  about  me  ;  and  being  told 
that  I  was  then  in  Paris,  faid,  he  had  no 
doubt  but  he  fhould  meet  with  me  at  fome 
of  the  public  places  there.  He  further  heard 
from  him,  that  the  fervant  who  had  attend- 
ed Mr.  Sykes  to  the  fouth  of  France,  was  foon 
expected  to  bring  to  England  the  will,  toge- 
ther 
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ther  with  the  remains  of  his  maffer;  as  He' 
had  particularly  requefted:  that  they  fhould 
be  depolited  in. the  church  of  St. Margaret's ,, 
Weftminfter.  Afr..Cr<3ze'/0r^  concluded  with 
alTuring  him,,  that  he  had  every  reafon  to 
think  I  Ihould  have  at  leaft  fifty  thoufand 
pounds  in  confequence  of  this  demife  ;  of 
which  a  very  confiderable  fum  was  at  that- 
time  in  the  funds. 

Mr.  Calcr aft  h?id  prepared  himfelf  tomfFer 
a  fop  to  this  Cerberus,,  had  he  been:  able  to 
produce  the  real  teftimony  of  my  good  for^- 
tune..  It,  however,,  once  mare  brought  me 
acquainted  with  my  Machiavelian^  coufin,,, 
who  in  the  end  convinced  me,,  that  if  he 
could  not  prove  my  claim  to  fo  mueh  pro^ 
petty,,  hevv^ould  at  leaft  endeavour  all  he 
Gould  to  deprive  me  of  what  I  had.. 

Upon  further  enquiry  Mr.Calcraft  found,, 
that  every  article  of  the  information  he  had 
received  from  Mt\. Crawford  was  true.     Buf 
it    happened   unluckily    for   me,    that  Mr',- 
AS)'i^£'/s  fervant,  willing  to  fecure  thofe  effecfts 
belonging,  to  his  mafter,, which  he  had  with: 
him,  and  thinking  his  remains  w^ould  reft  as 
quietly  in  the  place  where  he  died,  as  in  St.. 
Margaret's,   Weftminfter,   ^neither  thought 
proper  to  bring  the   will  nor   the  body  to- 
England.       He,    however,    took    care     tO' 
fecure   himfelf  an   afylum,    which   has  ne- 
ver yet  been  difcovered.     Some  years  after,, 
when  I  viiited  Holland^,  I  heard,  that  as  no 

legal. 
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legal  claimant  had  for  fo  long  appeared,  the 
ertate  and  perfonal  property  in  that  country 
fell  to  the  States.  The  money  depolited  in 
the  Englifh  funds,  for  the  fame  reafon,  ftill 
remains  there. 

Thus  did  my  expectations,  with  regard  to 
my  great  fortune,  like  all  my  other  hopes, 
vanilli  into  air. — Have  I  not  reafon  to  ex- 
claim, think  you,  as  I  have  more  than  once 
done  in  the  courfe  of  my  narrative,  that  I 
am  the  moil  unfortunate  of  women  } — Why 
are  we  thus  teazed  with  the  reprefentation  of 
dillant  pleafures,  only  that  we  might  regret 
their  being  fnatchedfrom  us? — The  evils  of 
life  are  fure  and  lafting;  the  joys,  fallacious 
and  Ihort  lived.  But  I  Ihall  tire  you  with 
the  repetition  of  thefe  gloomy  reflections. 
I  will  endeavour,  therefore,  to  avoid  them 
in  future  as  much  as  poffible. — The  moft 
pointed  flings  of  recolled:ion  only  Ihall 
draw  a  figh  from  me. — And  yet,  fmarting  as 
I  am  under  the  lafhes  of  fortune,  how  hard 
will  it  be  for  me,  when  the  caufes  pafs  in 
review  before  me,  to  refrain  from  com- 
plaints ! — Though  I  cannot  fay,  but  that  I 
expedl  from  your  fricndfhip  a  fympathizing 
tear,  as  your  eye  glides  over  the  moft  difaf- 
trous  circumflances  of  my  life,  yet  I  would 
not   wifli  them  to  diilrefs  you  too  much^ 

G.  A.  B. 

LETTER 
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LETTER        LX. 

April  8,   ly—- 

R.  RICH  was  very  prefling  for  me  to-' 
come  to  town,  long  before  my  arm 
would  permit  me  to  do  fo.     At  length,  I 
found  myfelf  fo.  well  recovered  as  to  attend 
the  duties  of  the  theatre.     The  firfl  charac- 
ter I  made   my  appearance  in  was  that  of 
Rutland,  in  the  Earl  of  Effex.     When  I  came 
to  the  mad  fcene,  I  threw  myfelf  on  the  floor 
as  ufual ;  and,  in  order  to  prevent  my  late 
fradtured  arm  from  receiving  any  injury  from 
the  fall,  Ifell  on  my  right  fide  inilead  of  my 
left.     Mrs.  Clive,  who  was  {landing  near  the 
fcenes,  obferving  this,  her  good  nature  got 
the  better  of  her  recolledtion,  and  Ihe  cried' 
out,  "  O,  flie  has  broken  her  other  arm  !" 
The  audience  took  the  alarm,  and,  ftill  ho- 
nouring me  with  their  favour,  called  out,, 
with  a  kind  concern,  for  the  curtain  to  be 
dropped..    But  finding,  by  my  agility  in  ri- 
ling, that  I  had  not  hurt  myfelf,  they  fuf-- 
fered  me  to  proceed  ;  and  I  concluded  the 
fcene  with   more  applaufe  than  ever  I  had' 
received  before.     And  that  owing,  in  a  great 
meafure,    to    the    affeftionate     impromptu: 
which  had  fprung  from  that  excellent  wo-- 
man's  heart.. 
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We  endeavoured  to  fix  on  pieces  in  which 
Mifs  Nofiter   could   appear   with    me.     And 
flie  was  making  a  progrefs,  which  would 
iiave  rendered  her  more  than  a  ufeful  mtm- 
ber  of  the  theatrical  communit)^    But,  alas' 
■thele  bloflbms  were  not  fufFered   to  ripen' 
A  frofl,  a  killing  froft,  befpread  by  the  cold 
breath  of  difappointed   love,   nipped  their 
root,  and  with  them,  the  fair  tree  untimely 
fell.     Hearing  that  Barry  had  left  his  wife 
and    had    formed   a    connedion   with  Mrs 
Dancer,  Ihe  took  to  her  bed  ;   and,  in  a  verv 
ihort  time,  concluded  both  her  theatrical  and 
mortal  race.     By  her   death,    fhe  left  her 
tajthlefs  lover  to  enjoy  her  fortune,  and  to 
prefent  her  diamonds,  &c.  to  her  furviving- 

rival  o 
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About  this  time  Lord  Tyrazvley  returned 
Iroiii  his  government  at  Gibraltar.  Soon 
after  his  arrival,  his  Lordfhip  was  fummon- 
ed  to  appear  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
i  his  was  done  at  the  inftigation  of  a  noble- 
man, more  didinguiihed  for  the  brilliancy  of 
his  talents  than  for  his  perfonal  bravery. 
Ihe  accufation  againft  him  was  upon  ac- 
count of  the  great  expenditure  that  had  ta- 
i^en  place,  during  his  government,  for  the 
repairs  and  improvement  of  the  fortifica- 

Upon  his  appearance  before  the  Houfe 
he  only  faid    that  as  he  had  never  been  an 
oecongmiil  of  his  own  money,  but  made  ufe 

of 
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of  it  when  occafion  required,  he  had  laid  out 
the  public  money  whenever  he  judged  it  to 
be  neceflary.  He  was  accordingly  acquit- 
ted with  honour.  As  foon  as  his  acquittal 
was  pronounced,  he  drew  a  letter  from  his 
pocket,  and  defired  it  might  be  handed  to 
the  Speaker.  This  was  found  to  be  a  letter 
from  his  Majeily,  (the  late  King)  contain- 
ing his  Majefty's  approbation  of  his  condu<ft, 
and  condefcending  to  thank  his  Lordlhip  for 
having  taken  fuch  needful  precautions  to  fe- 
cure  a  place  of  fo  great  confequence. 

The  Houfe  requefted  to  know  why  his 
Lordlhip  had  not  mentioned  this  circum- 
flance  before,  as  it  would  have  fatisfied  all 
their  doubts,  and  have  faved  them  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  ?  His  Lordfhip  replied, 
that  his  having  been  flattered  in  fo  fingular 
a  manner  by  the  approbation  of  his  royal 
mailer,  was  of  itfelf  a  fufficient  exculpation. 
But,  in  order  to  Ihow  that  he  was  worthy  of 
fo  great  a  happinefs,  he  wifhed  to  be  excul- 
pated by  the  nation,  likewife,  whofe  foldier 
he  was. 

Some  time  after,  Lord  Ijrawley  was  named 
as  Prefident  of  the  Court  Martial  which  was 
to  try  the  very  Peer,  at  whofe  inlligation  his 
Lordlhip  had  been  called  before  the  Houfe 
of  Commons ;  but  his  Lordlhip  begged 
leave  to  decline  the  honour.  He  alledged, 
as  a  reafon  for  doing  fo,  that  it  was  well 
known  he  would  not  be  partial  even  to  his 

"^own 
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own  foil ;  nor  Ihould  any  confideration  in- 
duce him  to  give  a  vote,  in  any  cafe,  con- 
trary to  his  real  fentiments.  Notwithfland- 
ing  which,  as  circumftances,  from  report, 
feemed  to  be  much  in  disfavour  of  the  noble 
Lord  whofe  condudt  was  to  be  the  fub- 
je<5t  of  enquiry,  the  opinion  he  gave  upon 
the  occafion  might  poffibly  induce  illiberal 
perfons  to  attribute  his  deciiion  to  what  he 
was  incapable  of,  retaliation. 

His  Lordfhip's  arrival  in  England  greatly 
embarraffed  me.  I  well  knew,  that  if  he 
would  not  vilit  me  whilft  I  lived  with  Air, 
Metkani,  he  certainly  would  hold  no  corre- 
fpondence  with  me,  were  I  upon  the  fame 
terms  with  a  man  who  was  in  no  fhape  his 
equal.  However,  as  Calcraft  had  talked  fe- 
rioully,  at  the  time  we  heard  of  Mr.  Sykes'% 
death,  of  our  being  foon  married,  I  refolved 
to  let  the  dial  point,  though  it  fpoke  not. 
His  Lordiliip,  therefore,  taking  it  for  grant- 
ed, that  we  were  legally  united,  made  one  ia 
our  parties.  And  in  a  Ihort  time  after, 
though  it  was  attended  with  very  great  in- 
convenience to  himfelf,  he  made  ',ne  his 
agent.  His  regiment  being  theColdflream, 
the  agency  was  very  lucrative.  Mr.  Calcraft 
promifed  to  give  me  the  emoluments,  but 
I  never  received  a  fingle  guinea. 

Lady  lyrawky  was  the  only  perfon,  among 
my  female  acquaintance,  who  knew,  of  a 
ti-uth,  my  real  iituation.     She  honoured  me 

VOL.  III.  E  with 
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ivith  as  fincere  an  afFetlion  as  if  I  had  really 
been  her  daughter.  To  her-Ladylhip  was  I 
indebted  for  my  introdutlion  to  an  intimacy 
with  the  \d.te  Lady  Powerfc our f  and  the  dowager 
Lady  Dillon.  As  fhe  looked  upon  the  con- 
tract Mr.  Calcrajt  had  given  me  as  an  adtual 
engagement  to  marry  me^ifeemade  no  fcru- 
ple  to  hint  to  thofe  ladies  that  I. z&^j  married. 
And  as  they  were  patterns  of  virtue  and  due 
decorum,  no  one  imagined  they  would  fo 
far  tranfgrefs  the  rules  of  both,  as  to 
vifit  a  perfon  where  the  connetftion  was  of 
a  lefs  honourable  nature. 

Lord  Digby  having  been  indifpofed,  he  re- 
fided  for  fome  days  at  Mr.  Calcraffs  houfe, 
left  his  mother,  whofe  afFedtion  for  him  was 
unbounded,  might  be  too  much  alarmed. 
But  he  removed,  as  foon  as  poffible,  to  en- 
joy, what  he  preferred  to  all  human  enjoy- 
ments, the  felicity  of  making  a  mother  hap- 
py. Having  the  moft  tender  afFedtion  for 
his  mother  and  brothers,  he  lived  with  them 
in  a  moderate,  regular  manner,  without  in- 
dulging himfelf  in  thofe  exceffes  the  juve- 
nile part  of  the  nobility  generally  run  into. 
As  this  young  nobleman  might  be  truly  de- 
nominated a  miracle  of  nature,  a  rara  avis, 
from  the  many  great  and  good  qualities  he 
poffefled,  I  mull  here  dwell  a  little  on  his 
chara(5ter,  and  give  you  an  anecdote  or  two 
of  him  that  greatly  redound  to  his  honour. 

With 
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With  a  nioft  beautiful  figure,  he  was  bleff- 
ed  with  the  beft  of  hearts.  He  was  ge- 
nerous, without  being  oftentatious  ;  and, 
though  he  had  travelled,  modeft  to  a  degree. 
He  fpoke  little,  but  what  he  faid,  declared 
that  he  poireiTed  great  good  fenfe.  He  was 
never  known  to  fay  an  unkind  thing,  nor  to 
be  guilty  of  an  unkind  adlion,  to  any  perfon 
whatever.  His  Lordlhip's  mother  and  my 
valuable  friend,  Afr.  Fox,  were  twins  -,  and 
the  affedtion  which  fubfiited  between  them 
was  as  uncommon,  as  the  circumilances  of 
their  birth. 

Lord  Digby  came  often  to  Parliam.ent-flreet, 
and  as  I  had  by  this  means  an  opportunity 
of  obferving  his  condud:,  I  could  not  help 
remarking  a  fingular  alteration  in  his  de- 
meanour and  drefs,  which  took  place  during 
the  great  feilivals.  At  ChriHiTias  and  Eafter 
he  was  more  than  ufually  grave,  and  then 
always  had  on  an  old  fhabby  blue  coat.  I 
v/as  led^  as  well  as  many  others,  to  conclude, 
that  it  was  fonie  affair  of  the  heart  which 
caufed  this  periodical  fingularity.  And  this 
was  no  improbable  fuppofition. 

Mr.  Fox,  who  had  great  curiofity,  wifhed 
much  to  find  out  his  nephew's  motive  for 
appearing  at  times  in  this  manner,  as,  in  ge- 
neral, he  was  eileemed  more  than  a  well- 
dreffed  man.  Upon  his  expreffing  an  in- 
clination to  that  purpofe.  Major  Faughan  and 
another  gentleman  undertook  to  watch  his 
E  2  Lord- 
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Lordfhip's  motions.  They  accordingly  fet 
out ;  and  obferving  him  to  go  towards  St. 
George's  Fields,  they  followed  him  at  a  di- 
ftance,  till  they  loft  fight  of  him  near  the 
Marflialfea  prifon. 

Wondering  what  could  carry  a  perfon  of 
his  Lordfhip's  rank  and  fortune  to  fuch  a 
place,  they  enquired  of  the  turnkey,  if  a 
gentleman,  defcribing  him,  had  not  enter- 
ed the  prifon.  "  Yes,  Mafters !"  exclaimed 
the  fellow  with  an  oath  ;  "  but  he  is  not  a 
"  man  ;  he  is  an  angel.  For  he  comes  here 
"  twice  a  year,  fometimes  oftener,  and  fets 
"  a  number  of  prifoncrs  free.  And  he  not 
^'  only  does  this,  but  he  gives  them  fufRci- 
"  ent  to  fupport  themfelves  and  their  fami- 
**  lies  till  they  can  find  employment."  This," 
continued  the  man,  "  is  one  of  his  extraor- 
'*  dinary  vifits.  He  has  but  a  few  to  take 
**  out  to-day."  Do  you  know  who  the  gen- 
**  tleman  is  ?"  enquired  the  Major.  "  We 
**  none  of  us  know  him  by  any  other  marks," 
replied  the  man,'  ^'  but  by  his  humanity, 
**   and  his  blue  coat." 

The  gentlemen  having  gained  this  intelli- 
gence, immediately  returned,  and  gave  an 
account  of  it  to  Mr.  Fox.  As  no  man  poffeff- 
ed  more  humanity,  (of  which  I  have  alrea- 
dy given  a  proof,)  than  the  Secretary  at 
War, the  recital  afforded  him  exquifite  plea- 
fure.  Bft  fearing  his  nephew  might  be  dif- 
pleafed  at  the  illicit  manner  in  which  the  in- 
formation 
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formation  had  been  obtained,  he  requeiled 
that  we  would  keep  the  knowledge  of  it  a 
profound  fecret. 

I  could  not  refift  m}^  curiofity  of  making 
further  enquiries  relative  to  an  affair  from 
which  I  reaped  lo  much  fatisfadrion.  I,  ac- 
cordingly, the  next  time  his  Lordfhip  had 
his  alms-giving  coat  on,  aiked  him  what  oc- 
cafioned  his  wearing  that  fingular  drefs? 
With  a  fmile  of  ineffable  fweetnefs  he  told 
me,  that  my  curiofity  fhould  foon  be  grati- 
fied ;  for,  as  we  were  congenial  fouls,  he  would 
take  me  with  him  when  he  next  vifited  the 
place  to  which  his  coat  was  adapted.  A 
compliment  more  truly  flattering,  and  more 
acceptable  to  me,  than  any  I  ever  had,  or 
could  receive. 

The  night  before  his  intended  vifit,  his 
Lordlhip  requefted  that  I  would  be  in  readi- 
nefs  to  go  with  him  the  next  morning.  We 
then  went  together  to  that  receptacle  of  mi- 
fery  whi'ch  he  had  fo  often  vifited,  to  the  con- 
folation  of  its  inhabitants.  His  Lordfhip 
would  not  fuffer  me  to  enter  the  gate,  left 
the  noifomenefsof  the  place  fliould  prove  dif- 
agreeable  to  me  ;  but  he  ordered  the  coach- 
man to  drive  to  the  George  Inn  in  the  Bo- 
rough, where  a  dinner  was  ordered  for  the 
happy  wretches  he  was  about  to  liberate. 
Here  I  had  the  pleafvrreof  feeing  near  thirty 
perfons,  refcued  from  the  jaws  of  a  loath- 
fome  prifon,  at  an  inclement  feafon  of  the 
E  3  vear. 
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year,  it  being  Chriftmas;  and  not  only  re- 
leafed  from  their  confinement,  but  reftored 
to  their  families  and  friends,  with  fome  pro- 
vifion  from  his  Lordfhip's  bounty  for  their 
immediate  fupport. — I  will  not  pretend  to 
defcribe  the  grateful  tribute  his  Lordfhip 
received  upon  the  occafion  from  the  band 
he  had  jufl  fet  free  ;  nor  the  fatisfadtion  he 
reaped  from  the  generous  deed.  I  parti- 
cipated in  the  heavenly  pleafure  ;  and  never 
was  witnefs  to  a  more  delightful  fcene. 

How  Ihall  I  tell  the  fequel  of  the  tale  ! — ■ 
But  it  muft  be  told.— Yet  whilll  I  do  it,  I 
am  almoft  ready  to  accufe  Heaven  of  un- 
kindnefs  in  untin:iely  cutting  off  fo  fair,  fo 
fweet  a  fiower:  The  pride  of  the  Englifh 
garden.  His  Lordfhip  went  fome  few  months 
after  thefe  beneficent  a(5ts,  to  vifit  his  eftates 
in  Ireland.  Where,  being  obliged,  by  the 
miftaken  hofpitality  of  the  country,  to  drink 
more  than  he  was  accuftomed  to  do,  and 
that  at  a  time  when  he  was  indifpofed  from 
a  violent  cold,  a  fever,  attended  with  a  putrid 
fore  throat,  was  the  fatal  confequence.  And 
■ — drop  not  thou  felfijJo  tear  ! — my  amiable 
young  friend  was  removed  to  thofe  realms, 
where  alone  his  expanded  heart  could  find 
its  benevolent  propenfities  indulged  and  re- 
warded. 

By  the  death  of  this  valuable  young  no- 
bleman, the  poor  were  deprived  of  a  gene- 
rous benefactor,   his  acquaintance  of  a  defir- 

able 
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able  companion,  and  the  community  of  one 
of  its  brightefl:  ornaments.  But  to  no  one 
was  his  lofs  more  grievous  than  to  Major 
Vaughan  ;  to  whom  he  was  an  unknown  pa- 
tron. The  Major  regularly  received  a  bcne- 
fadiion  of  fifty  pounds  every  quarter,  which 
he  concluded  to  come  from  Earl  Fitzwilliam; 
that  nobleman,  with  whom  he  had  been  bred 
up,  having  always  held  him  in  great  efteem. 
But, upon  the  death  o^ LordDigby,  the  bounty 
was  found  to  flow  from  his  liberal  purfe. 

The  Major  was,  indeed,  highly  cfteemed 
by  every  one  that  had  the  pleafure  of  know- 
ing him.  He  had  been  bred  up  by  his  fa- 
ther, with  the  hopes  of  fucceeding  to  a  large 
eftate.  But  the  old  gentleman  dying  fud- 
denly,  and  inteftate,  the  Major  not  being 
legitimate,  his  only  inheritance  was  a  good 
education,  and  one  of  the  beft  of  hearts. 
And,  notwithftanding  this  difappointment, 
he  was  of  a  difpolition  as  cheerful  as 
if  he  poirefTed  millions.  Juft  fuch  a  man 
muft  have  been  *  Hamlet's  Horatio.  The 
beauty  of  the  defcription,  added  to  the  fimi- 
litude  of  the  charadier,  tempts  m.e  to  infert 
the  whole  of  fo  applicable  a  paffage. 


-doft  thou  hear  ? 


Since  my  dear  foul  was  millrefs  of  her  choice. 
And  coLild  of  men  diftlnguifli,   her  election 
Hath  feal'd  thee  for  herfeU;   for  thou  haft  been 
As  one,  in  fufferlng  all,  that  fuffen  nothing  ; 

A 

*  Hamlet,  Aft  III.  Scene  IV. 
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A  Jtian^  that  fortune' s  luffets  aTid  7-c-ivards 
Haji  to' en  tvith  equal  thanks :  and  bleft  are  thofe^ 
Whofe  blood  and  judgment  are  fo  well  cominingl'dj 
That  they  are  not  a  pipe  for  fortune's  finger, 
To  found  what  flop  (lie  pleafe.     Give  me  the  man, 
That  is  not  paffion's  flave,  and  I  will  wear  him 
In  my  heart's  core— ay,  in  my  heart  of  heart, 
As  I  do  thee. 

The  length  of  my  letter  reminds  me  of 
drawing  towards  a  conclufion.  I  cannot, 
however,  do  fo,  till,  excited  by  the  lofs  of 
my  much  regretted  friend,  I  have  devoted  a 
few  lines  to  the  cenfure  of  that  injudicious 
cuftom  which  coft  him  his  life. — The  idea 
of  hofpitality  entertained  by  the  inhabitants  of 
.our  filler  kingdom,  is  certainly  a  falfe  one  ; 
or  rather,  the  error  lies  in  its  being  carried 
to  an  imprudent  extreme. — In  their  eftima- 
tion,  hofpitality  can  be  only  fliown,  by  pre- 
vailing on  their  guefts  to  tafte  of  every  viand 
their  tables,  which  are  in  general  luxurioully 
fpread,  contain  ;  and  by  forcing  them  to  fit 
till  fo  many  bottles  are  emptied.  The  great- 
eft  pleafur.e  an  Irilh  gentleman  can  know,  is 
to  fend  his  friends  reeling  from  his  table. — 
Miftaken  people  ! — True  hofpitality  confifts 
in  combining  an  unreftrained  freedom,  with 
a  hofpitable  anxiety  that  your  guefts  go  away 
pleafed  with  the  entertainment  they  have 
received. — Whilft  you  prefs  with  a  bounte- 
ous heart,  and  help  with  an  unfparing  hand, 
never  lofe  fight  of  that  liberty  which  alone 
can  make  your  treats  acceptable. — Remem- 
ber 
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ber  that  a  Digby  fell  b}^  an  ill-timed  compul- 
'■'°"-  G.  A.  E. 


LETTER       LXI. 

April  15,    17 

LADY  Caroline  Fox's  indifpofition  oblig- 
ing her- to  go  to  Bath,  the  Secreta- 
ry at  War  fpent  the  greateft  part  of  his 
time  with  us.  iVfr.  P/// having  attacked,  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the  memory  of  the 
late  Lord  Orford  (Sir  Robert  IFalpole),  who 
had  been  a  patron  both  to  him  and  to  Mr, 
Fox  ;  the  latter  defended  the  caufe  of  his  de- 
parted friend.  This  occaiioned  the  firft  dif- 
ference between  thofe  two  great  men.  The 
Secretary  at  War,  however,  procured  by  it 
his  Sovereign's  affection,  together  with  his 
perfonal  thanks  ;  as  his  Majefty  ftill  retain- 
ed a  great  regard  for  a  nobleman  who  had 
been  fo  faithful  a  fervant  to  him. 

I  will  here  attempt  to  give  you  the  poli- 
tical characters  of  thofe  two  great  competi- 
tors for  glory,  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Pitt.  Their 
qualifications  Vv^ere  as  different  as  their  per- 
fons.  Mr.  Pitt's  abilities,  as  an  orator,  were 
undoubtedly  ailonilhing.  Yet,  at  times,  put 
the  matter  he  had  uttered  upon  paper,  and  it 
appeared  fuperficial ;  and  it  was  often  fatiri- 
cal  to  a  degree  of  abufe.  His  perfon  claim- 
ed your  admiration.     With  an  elegance  and 

gr-acc 
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grace  which  led  your  mind  captive  while  he 
fpoke,  and  with  eyes  that  darted  fire,  he  ge- 
nerally began  low  ;  but  at  length  gradually 
worked  himfelf  up,  as  well  as  his  auditors, 
to  a  ftrain  of  enthuiiafm.  His  voice  was 
powerful,  and  at  the  fame  time  m.elodious  ; 
particularly  the  middle  pitch  of  it,  which 
fecured  articulation,  and  prevented  the  laft 
word  from  being  loft.  He  was  likewife  one 
of  the  belt  acfors  I  ever  faw.  I  will  not  even 
except  Garrick.  To  evince  which,  I  will  re- 
late a  fcene  I  had  the  pleafure  of  being  a 
witnefs  to. 

An  honourable  *  relation  of  Air.  Fiif?,. 
generally  thought  fit,  during  the  time  he 
was  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  to  enter- 
tain the  Houfe  of  Commons  with  founding 
forth  his  own  praife.  This  egotifi;  one  day 
fpoke  an  euloge  on  himfelf,  in  which  he 
too  frequently  repeated  the  word  where.  Mr. 
Pitt'i  patience  being  exhauiled,he  arofe  from 
his  feat  with  inexprefiible  grace,  and  feemed 
to  be  making  his  way  out  of  the  houfe.  But 
ftopphig  fhorr,  when  he  came  clofe  to  the  mi- 
nifter,  who  was  ftill  fpeaking,  hefmg  aloud, 
with  great  humour,  "  Gentle'fliepherd,  tell 
*'  me  where,  tell  me  where;  gentle  fhep- 
**  herd,  tell  me  where  "  And  he  continued 
to  do  fo  till  he  reached  the  lobby.  This  oc- 
cafioned  an  univerfal  laugh  ;  and  the  right 
honourable  fpeaker  retained  the  nickname 

of 
*  Mr.  George  Grenvllle. 
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of  Gentle  Shepherd  for  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  Whether  it  was  from  indifpofition, 
or  to  convince  his  hearers,  that  he  could 
lead  them  with  one  hand,  I  know  not;  but 
Mr.  Pitt  often  had  his  left  hand  in  a  llino-. 
The  natural  grace  he  poffefled,  and  the  ac- 
quirements he  was  mailer  of,  put  it  however 
out  of  the  power  of  any  fituation  or  attitude 
to  render  him  unp leafing. 

Hiscotemporary,  M.  Far,  neither  equalled 
him  in  voice,  manner,  or  perfon.  But  he 
greatly  furpaffed  him  in  folid  judgement, 
quick  difcernment,  and  an  unbiafled,  un- 
alterable amor  pair  i<£.  As  he  did  not  deal  fo 
much  in  the  flowers  of  rhetoric  as  Mr.  Piit, 
his  fpeeches  did  not  ftrike  fo  forcibly,  till 
confidered.  But  they  were  founded  on  the 
firmeft  baiis,  truth.  His  voice  was  fond- 
rous,  but  his'^delivery,  at  times,  was  not  fo 
pleafing  as  it  was  at  others. 

From  the  length  of  the  debates  oQcafion- 
ed  by  this  rivallhip,  the  houfe  frequently  fat 
very  late.  It  has  often  been  morning  before 
v/e  fat  down  to  dinner.  And  we  feldom  had 
leis  in  number  at  our  table,  even  at  that 
hour,  than  twenty.  The  mafter  of  the  houfe 
increafed  his  fortune  by  this  refort  of  com- 
pany, but  he  by  no  means  cultivated  his  un- 
derftanding,  polilhed  his  manners,  or  open- 
ed his  heart.  The  latter  ftill  continued  as 
fordid  as  e\;er,  except  indeed  in  his  table, 
on  which  he  fpared  no  expence,  as  he  was 

a  volup- 
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a  voluptuary,  in  the  ilridefl  fenfe  of  the 
word. 

His  brother,  Mr. Thomas  Calcraft,  had  been 
indebted  to  him  for  an  education,  at  the 
fame  fchool  he  himfelf  had  been  bred,  at 
Leiceiter.  And  my  gentleman  thinking,  as 
he  was  the  elder,  and  the  firft  hope  of  the 
auguft -family,  that  the  younger  ought  not 
to  be  more  learned  than  himfelf,  he  quarrel- 
led with  me  for  infifting  that  he  Ihould  be 
placed,  for  fome  time,  at  the  academy  in 
Soho-fquare.  This  young  man  was,  in  every 
point,  a  contraft  to  honeft  Jack,  now  tranf- 
iated  to  'Squire  John  Calcraft.  He  was  gen- 
teel in  his  figure,  with  a  face  which,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  ravages  of  the  fmall  pox, 
would  have  been  handfome.  In  his  difpo- 
iition  he  was  generous,  and  as  unlike  his 
brother,  in  every  refpeft,  except  the  love  of 
the  bottle,  as  it  was  poffible  for  two  human 
beings  to  be. 

When  he  came  to  a  proper  age,  Mr.  Cal- 
craft got  him  a  commiffion  in  the  army,  where 
his  rife,  as  may  be  fuppofed  from  his  bro- 
ther's great  intereft,  was  extremely  rapid. 
Being  about  to  fet  off  to  join  his  regiment 
in  Scotland,  his  brother  nobly  gave  him  two 
guineas,  over  and  above  what  was  to  pay  his 
llage.  And  upon  my  expoftulating  with 
him  upon  the  impropriety  of  fuch  a  mea- 
fure,  he  told  me  that  I  made  the  boy,  by  my 
indulgence,  as  extravagant  as  myfelf.     To 

which 
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which  he  added,  that  he  was  glad  he  was 
going  where  he  niuft  correct  it.  As  it  was 
impoffible  for  me  to  defpife  the  mean  wretch 
more  than  I  did,  and  as  I  would  as  foon  have 
attempted  to  flop  Folly  in  her  courfe,  or  to 
have  Iblved  the  moil:  difficult  problem  in 
Euclid,  as  to  endeavour  to  reform  fuch  an 
animal,  I  made  no  anfwer  to  this  reflec- 
tion. 

Mr,  Foxm2idt  a  point  of  procuring  for  his 
Commis  every  thing  within  the  reach  of  his 
intereft,  or  of  his  power  with  his  Majefty, 
v/hich  was  then  very  great.  Befides  ninety 
regiments  to  which  Mr,  Calcraft  was  agent, 
and  likewife  fix  independent  companies,  to- 
gether with  the  coals  and  cloathlng  to  the 
colonies,  he  had  been  named  pay-mafter  to 
the  board  of  works,  and  deputy  commiflary 
ef  the  mufters.  His  Majefty  having  frequent 
Gccafion  to  fign  his  name  to  papers,  wherein 
my  gentleman  was  mentioned,  he  was  led  to 
enquire  who  his  beloved  John  Calcraft  was  ? 
This  notice  of  his  Sovereign,  added  to  his 
princely  income,  made  him  conceive  him- 
felf  really  a  man  of  great  confequence;  and 
determined  him  to  fatisfy  the  royal  curiofity, 
and  commence  courtier,  the  next  birth'-day* 

As  my  tafte  in  drefs  induced  the  gentle- 
men to  confult  me  as  well  as  the  ladies,  Mr, 
Calcraft  did  me  the  honour  to  afk  my  advice 
upon  this  important  occafion.  As  he  was  a 
man  of  bufinefs,  I   recommended  him    to 

VOL.  III.  F  have 
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have  a  brown  rateen,  which  at  that  time  was 
mach  wore,  ,with  a  white  fattin  lining,  and 
gold  buttons.  This  drefs  I  thought  would 
at  once  be  fuitable  to  his  profeffion  as  a  fi- 
nancier, and  hide  his  ungenteel  deportment 
and  uncouth  figure,  which,  by  the  bye,  was 
not  unlike  that  of  a  drayman.  But  not  ap- 
proving of  my  fancy,  he  determined  to  fol- 
low his  own;  which, when  thelong-ex})ed:ed 
day  arrived,  afforded  great  entertainriient  to 
my  company  as  well  as  myfelf. 

The  day  at  length  arrived,  and  upon  it  all 
thofe  who  had  confulted  me  with  regard  to 
their  drefs,  and  thofe  who  upon  other  occa- 
fions  vifited  me,  came,  in  their  way  to  court, 
to  make  their  obeifance,  and  to  fhew  their 
cloaths.  Lady  Rochford,  being  in  mourning  at 
this  time  for  her  father,  which  prevented  her 
from  going,  her  Ladyfhip  did  me  the  ho- 
nour to  fpend  the  day  with  m.e,  in  order  to 
partake,  in  fome  degree,  of  the  pleafure  of  it. 
The  bevy  of  belles  and  beaux  who  called 
upon  me  was  no  inconfiderable  one.  And 
among  them,  to  my  unfpeakable  furprize, 
who  Ihould  make  his  appearance  but  my 
own  would-be  beau,  bedizen'd  out  in  a  milk- 
white  coat,  apparaments  of  blue  velvet, 
waiflcoat  and  breeches  of  the  fame,  and 
adorned  with  embroidered  filver  frogs. 

The  grotefque  figure  he  cut  induced  the 
Countefs  of  Rochford,  in  the  firft  emotions  of 
her  furprize,  to  cry  out,  ^'^  Ah,  quelle  figure  !'* 
The  exclamation  ftruck  the  gentleman  fo 

forcibly. 
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forciby,  that  he  haftily  retired,  and  left  us 
to  langh,  and  pafs  our  comments  upon  his 
abfurdity. — I  have  often  wondered  how  per- 
fons,  without  being  able  to  form  the  leaft 
pretenfions  to  tafte  in  drefs,  will  venture,  by 
adopting  their  own  ideas,  to  render  them- 
felves  confpicuoufly  ridiculous.  They  do 
not  confider,  that  fafhion  is  the  child  of  adop- 
tion, and  more  arbitrary,  whilft  fhe  reigns, 
■  than  even  the  Grand  Sultan. — Whether  Mr. 
Calcraft  went  to  court  in  his  fine  cloaths,  I 
know  nor,  nor  ever  gave  myfelf  the  pains  to 
enquire.  But,  at  dinner,  he  appeared  in  his 
blue  frock;  and,  till  he  had  drenched  him- 
felfwith  champaign,  which  he  drank  as  fmall 
beer,  he  feemed  to  be  mortified  at  having, 
in  the  forenoon,  contributed  to  the  mirth  of 
the  company. 

Some  time  after,  he  prefented  me  with  his 
pifture  in  miniature,  drawn  in  the  very  iden- 
tical cloaths  he  had  worn  on  the  birth-day. 
But  here  his  parfimony  would  not  permit 
him  to  make  the  prefenta  genteel  one.  For, 
not  willing  to  put  himfelf  to  the  expence  of 
brilliants,  he  had  it  fet  round  with  rofe 
diamonds.  As  I  always  had  an  invincible 
averfjon  to  any  finery,  which  was  not  the 
completeft  of  the  kind,  I  never  wore  the  pic- 
ture, nor  do  I  know  what  became  of  it. 

Our  brother  Tom  foon  returned  from  Scot- 
land, and  was  honoured  with  a  commiffion 
in  the  guards.     He  now  rofe  to  the  dignity 
F  a  of 
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of  being  my  dangler.  And  as  I  was  become 
as  fond  of  him  as  if  he  had  really  been  my 
brother,  I  took  fome  pains  to  poliih  him»- 
The  ground  was  good,  and  repaid  the  till- 
age. The  'Squire,  however,  remained  to- 
tally unimprovable.  His  ignorance  was  be- 
yond belief;  and  he  gave  a  moft  glaring 
proof  of  it  one  day.  Being  upon  a  party  at 
Ciiefden,  and  th.e  company  admiring  the 
gladiator,,  he  limply  alked  what  a  gladiator 
was  ?  The  company  were  greatly  furprized, 
as  you  may  naturally  fuppofe..  The  noble 
hofl,  however,  endeavoured  to  cover  the  ig- 
norance of  his  gueft.  But  ever  afterwards  I 
infifted  upon  his  filence,,  in  cafes  of  this  kind, 
at  leaft,vvhen  1  was  prefenr.  At  the  fame  time, 
I  expreffed  my  furprize,  that  as  he  piqued 
himfelf  on  being  a  proficient  in  the  great 
art  of  boxing,  he  fhould  be  unacquainted 
with  bis  elder  brother  the  prize-fighter. 

From'  this  time  he  was  generally  filent  in 
company.  And  as  he  never  attempted  any 
thing  like  wit  himfelf,  he  endeavoured  to 
appear  to  underfi:aad  it  in  others.  This  ap- 
pearance, however,  was  of  the  fame  fpecies 
as  the  admiration  of  Boniface  for  the  Latin 
language ;  though  he  did  not  underhand  a 
word  of  it,  he  loved  and  honoured  the  found. 
Never  was  a  charafter  more  juilly  defined 
than  his,  in  the  following  inimitable  lines  of 
Shakefpeare  *  : 

The 

,  ,j         '-^  Merchant  of  Venice,  A£l  V.  Scene  I. 
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The  man  that  hath  not  mufic  in  himfelf, 
Nor  is  not  mov'd  with  concords  of  fweet  founds, 
Is  fit  for  treafons,  ftratagems,  and  fpoils  ; 
The  motions  of  his  fpirit  are  dull  as  night, 
And  his  afteftions  dark  as  Erebus  : 
Let  no  fuch  man  be  truited. 

To  this  perfect  delineation  of  his  charac- 
ter it  is  almofl;  unneceffary  to  make  any  ad- 
dition. I  mufl,  however,  as  it  is  become 
the  prefent  fubject  of  my  pen,  enlarge  a  lit- 
tle upon  it. 

As  I  have  already  obferved,  he  had  natu- 
rally a  found  underftanding.  His  mental 
faculties  were  ftrong.  And,  had  they  been 
properly  cultivated,  had  he  received  the  ad- 
vantages of  a  good  education^  he  would 
have  been  a  dangerous  member  of  fociety. 
For  he  was  ambitious  to  a  degree,  and  cared 
not  at  what  expence,  or  rifque,  he  carried 
his  ambitious  views  into  execution.  In  the- 
fame  manner  he  gratified  all  his  paffions. 
But,  upon  every  other  occafion,  he  was  cold 
even  to  cowardice.  He  was,  befides,  rapa- 
ciouSj  infolentj  and  mean  to  the  loweft  pitch 
of  parfimony. 

Such  was  the  wretched  being  I  thought 
T  was  doomed  to  fpend  my  life  with- — who 
was  to  be  the  partaker  of  all  my  pleafures  and 
all  my  cares — to  whom  I  concluded  I  was 
united  by  indiflbluble  bonds. 

F  3  I  Ihould 
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I  fhould  not  here  draw  fuch  an  unfavour- 
able picture  of  a  man  who  has  long  iince 
been  defpifed  and  forgotten,  had  he  not 
prevented  the  publication  of  a  letter  of  mine 
to  him,  which  I  advertifed  fome  years  fince, 
and  which  contained  a  portrait  of  him,, 
drawn  in  much  ftrong-er  colours^  Had  this 
letter  been  publifhed,  it  would  probably 
have  fliortened  his  days,  as  he  had  at  that 
time  dared  to  get  a  right  honourable  intimate 
of  his  to  introduce  him  as  an  honourable  lover 
to  a  younger  branch  of  one  of  the  firfl  fami- 
lies in  the  kingdom. 

■^  I  muft  juit  mention,  that  I  am  indebted 
to  him  for  one  pecuniary  favour,  and  only 
one,  during  the  nine  years  and  half  we  liv- 
ed or  rather  breathed  together.  Captain  Frank 
0*Hara,  my  brother,  whom  I  feldom  heard 
of  or  faw,  but  when  he  was  in  want  of  mo- 
ney, or  in  confinement,  fent  me  a  note,  ac- 
quainting me,  that  he  was  arrefted,  and  con- 
fined at  a  fheriff's  officer's  houfe  in  Stanhope- 
ftreet,  Clare  Market,  for  a  debt  of  fixty 
pounds,  which  his  father.  Lord  T^yrazvley,  re- 
fufed  to  pay  for  him.  Upon  my  fhewing 
the  note  to  Mr.  Calcraft,  he  took  the  direc- 
tion down,  and  immediately  went  to  the 
place.  He  there  found  the  fon  of  Mars, 
accompanied  by  a  fair  attendant  upon  Venus  ; 
and  having  difcharged  the  debt,  brought 
my  brother  home  with  him.  Upon  his  re- 
turn, he  gave  me  fuch  a  defcription  of  the 

tranf- 


G.      A.       B    E    L    L    A    M    Y.  5^ 

tranfadlion,  as  carried  with  it  an  appearance 
of  humour,  though  of  low  humour.  And 
this  was  the  only  time  he  was  ever  able  to 
pleafe  me. 

What  a  declaration  from  a  woman,  whofe 
heart   was   caft   in    one    of  nature's    fofteft 
moulds;  and  who  was  fo  fufceptible  of  even 
the  minuti^  of  courtefy,  as  to  be  ever  rea- 
dy to  exclaim  with  that  moll  fufceptible  of 
mortals,    Sterne,     **    Hail,    ye  fmall   fweet 
'  courteiies  of  life,  for  fmooth  do  ye  make 
^  the  road  of  it  !    Like  grace  and  beauty, 
'  which  beget  inclinations  to  love  at  firlt 
'  fight  ;  'tis  ye  who  open  this  door  and  let 
*  the  Itranger  in.'* 

G.  A.  B. 


LETTER       LXII. 

April  23,  17—. 

'^|~^'HE  tim.e  of  m.y  benefit  approaching, 
^  my  night  happened  to  be  fixed,  fo  as 
to  fall  on  that  of  Mrs.  Cibberh  ;  and  as  that 
lady's  intereft  and  mine  clafhed,  and  it  v/as 
likewife  an  opera  night,  I  requefted  Mrs.  Ha^ 
milton  to  let  me  have  her  Monday,  and  take 
in  exchange  my  Saturday.  The  credit  of 
having  the  frji  benefit  in  the  feafon  prevail- 
ed, and  fhe  confentcd  to  exchange  with  me. 
As  her  intereft  did  not  lie  among  the  box 
people,  it  was  immaterial  to  her. 

She 


^6  T    H    E       L     r    F    E        OF 

She  accordingly  fixed  on  the  Rival  Queens;- 
And  notwithftanding  it  happened  to  be  a  ve- 
ry wet  afternoon,  a  great  concourfe'of  peo- 
ple for  the  fecond  gallery  attended.  As  foon 
as  that  part  of  the  houfe  was  full,  ihe  difpo- 
fed  of  the  overflow  in  the  boxes  and  upon 
the  ftage  ;  wifely  preferring  their  two  iliil- 
lings  a-piece  to  empty  benches.  The  heat 
of  the  houfe  occafioned  the  wet  clothes  of 
the  dripping  audience  to  fend  forth  odours 
not  quite  fo  fw.eet  as  thofeof  Arabia. 

Not  being  accuftomed  to  fuch  effluvia,  I 
gave  the  preference  to  lavender  water ;.  with 
which  I  impregnated  my  handkerchief,  and 
held  it  to  my  face.  Mr.  Rofs,  who  played 
Alexander,  happened  that  night  to  be  in  one 
of  his  adive  difpofitions,  and  intending  to  do 
the  part  juitice,  which  was  fully  in  his  pow- 
er when  he  did  not  chufe  to  walk  over  the 
courfe,,  he  enquired  why  I  hid  my  face  from- 
him,  whilfl.  he  was  paying  homage  to  my 
Quefnfhip.  I,  as  ufual,  played  <y/j/im.  Tcr 
which  I  anfwered,  that  I  did  it  becaufe  I 
was  juft  fuffocated  with  the  ftench  ;  the  peo- 
ple fmelling  fo  of  tripe  that  they  were  horridly, 
offenfive. 

The  gentleman,,  out  of  humour  at  my  de- 
licacy, put  what  I  had  uttered  into  his  own: 
tramontane  language,  and  told  the  lovely 
Roxana,  that  1  had  faid  her  audience  Jimk, 
Enraged  at  fo  great  an  indignity  thrown  on 
fuch  a  number  of  her  worthy  friends,  who 

had 
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had  endangered  their  lives,  from  being  wet 
to  the  ikin,  in  order  to  pay  their  refpedts  to 
her  ;  Ihe  formed  a  refolution  to  mortify  me 
in  my  turn. 

Accordingly  on  the  Monday,  at  half  an 
hour  after  fix,  juil  before  the  play  Ihould 
have  begun,,  flie  fent  me  word  that  fhe  would 
not  perform  the  charadter  of  Lady  Gravealrs^ 
It  became  neceflary,  from  fo  late  a  diiap.- 
,  pointment,  to  make  an  apology  to  the  audi- 
ence, for  the  delay  that  muft  enfue.  Rofs, 
who  loved  mifchief  as  well  as  he  had  done 
whilft  at  Weftminfter  fchool,  enjoyed  the 
florm  which  he  himfelf  had  raifed,  and 
would  not  make  the  apology.  Smith  had 
kindly  undertaken  to  play  I^ord  Fopp'wgton'i 
but  he  was  fo  frightened,  that  he  could  not 
do  it.  Lady  Betty  was  therefore  obliged  to 
fliow  her  flounces  and  furbeloes  before  their 
time,  in  order  to  rcqueft  the  patience  of  the 
audience  till  Mrs.  Vincent  could  drefs  for  the 
part  which  Mrs.  Hamilton  was  to.  have  per- 
formed. 

My  petition  was  granted  with  repeated 
plaudits ;  and  with  an  affurance  from  Mr.. 
Tozvn  and  his  aflbciates,  that  they  would  re- 
venge ray  caufe.  This  they  did  the  very 
next  night;,  when  Mrs.^  Hamilton  played  the 
^leen  in  the  Spanifh  Friar,  and  my  {elf  Jhi- 
ra.  The  majefly  of  Spain  then  appeared  in 
all  the  pomp  of  falfe  ]t\\'t\s.  She  was  fo  re- 
markably fond  of  thefe  falfe  gems,  that  Col- 

ley 
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ley  C'lbher  compared  her  head  to  a  furze-bnfli 
fluck  round  with  glow-worms;  as  her  hair 
was  extremely  dark,  and  flie  had  an  objeftion 
to  wearing  powder. 

Upon  her  entrance,  flie  was  faluted  in  a 
warmer  manner  than  fhe  wifhed.  And  way 
prevented  for  fome  time  from  fpeaking,  by 
that  moft  difagreeable  of  all  founds  to  a  dra- 
matic ear,  whether  author  or  performer,  i'/y/fj-.. 
At  length,  upon  the  tumult's  cealing  a  little, 
Ihe  advanced,  and  addreffed  the  audience  in 
the  follov/ing  Demotlhenean  flile  :  **  Gem- 
*'  m.en  and  ladies  I  I  fuppofe  as  how  you  hifs 
me,  becaufe  I  did  not  play  at  Mrs,.  Bel- 
lamy's benefit.  I  would  have  performed;^ 
but  ilie  faid  as  how  my  audience  ftunk,. 
and  were  all  tripe  people."  When  the 
fair  fpeechifier  had  'got  thus  far,  the  pit 
feemed  one  and  all  tranfported  at  her  irreiiil- 
ible  oratory.  For  with  one  voice  they  en- 
cored her,  crying  out  at  the  fame  time, 
"  Well  faid.  Tripe!''  A  title  which  ftie  re- 
tained till  flie  quitted  the  theatre. 

The  feafoil  turned  out  more  lucrative  to 
the  proprietor  than  he  had  reafon  to  hope, 
from  the  weaknefs  of  his  company;  efpe- 
cially  as  it  was  oppofed  by  Garrick,  Mojfop, 
Woodward,  Cibber,  Clive  and  Fritchard.  At 
the  conclufion  of  it,  I  found  myfelf  prelTed 
for  money.  I  had  increafed  my  debt  with 
Mifs  Meredith  to  twelve  hundred  pounds  ; 
and  I  owed  as  much  more  to  Deard,  Ma(ji- 

neuve 
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meuve,  and  Lazarus,  for  an  addition  I  had 
made  to  my  jewels. 

This  being  my  fituation,  I  determined  to 
come  to  a  ferious  explanation  with  Mr.  Cal- 
craft.  But  we  always  had  fuch  crowds  of 
company,  that  I  fcarcely  ever  was  with  him 
alone.  I  likewife  was  prevented  by  that  in- 
cxpreffible  averfion  I  always  had  to  enter  in- 
to a  converfation  on  money  matters.  And 
more  particularly  fo,  when  I  had  occafion 
to  folicit  from  the  perfon  I  defpifed,  what 
he  would  term  a  favour.  This  made  me 
prefer  borrowing  fome  hundreds  of  Mr. 
Sparks;  which  he  was  happy  to  lend  me,  as 
he  forefaw  a  return  that  in  the  end  doubly 
repaid  him. 

The  prefent  fummer  was  produ(5live  of 
nothing  agreeable.  LordTyrazvley  wrote  to  his 
lady,  requeuing  that  fhe  would  join  with 
him  in  difpofing  of  the  Bleffington  eflate. 
This  eftate  was  to  come  to  Lady  Tyrawley  up- 
on the  death  of  her  brother,  the  Earl,  who, 
together  with  his  lady,  were  in  a  deep  de- 
cline, brought  on  by  the  lofs  of  an  only  fon. 
Upon  this  occafion  her  Ladyfhip  alked  my 
advice.  I  gave  it  as  my  opinion  that  fhe 
ought  to  return  his  Lordfhip  a  pofitive  de- 
nial. For,  as  he  had  already  difpofed  of  e- 
very  acre  of  his  own  eftate,  and  from  having 
brought  him  no  fortune,  fhe  had  only  a  no- 
minal eight  hundred  pounds  a-year,  badly 
paid  j    fo  that  if  his  Lordfhip  died  before 

her 
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her,  file  would  have  nothing  to  live  upoft 
but  her  penfion  as  a  General's  widow  ;  I  told 
her  the  eftateKe  requefted  her  to  fell,  would 
prove  a  good  referve  for  her. 

Her  Ladyfhip  accordingly  followed  my 
advice  J  which  I  ingenuoully  acknowledge  I 
was  the  more  induced  to  give  her,  as  ihe 
had  frequently  faid,  Ihe  would  leave  what 
Ihe  died  pofleffed  of  to  myfelf  and  my 
children.  She  immediately  wrote  him  word, 
"  That  fhe  was  fenfible  of  her  duty  as  a  wife, 
'^  though  his  Lordlhip,  till  then,  had  for- 
"  got  he  was  her  hufband.  And  as  he  had 
"  given  fuch  incontrovertible  proofs  of  his 
**  difregard  for  her,  Ihe  muft  fo  far  take 
*'  care  of  herfelf,  as  to  prevent  her  having 
"  nothing  but  an  Irilh  title  to  fupport  her 
"  in  cafe  of  his  demife."  She  added,  "  that 
"  if  his  Lordlhip  could  inform  her  how  to 
*'  difpofe  of  that  title,  flie  was  very  willing 
**  to  fell  it  a  bargain." 

Lord  lyrawlsy,  in  return,  wrote  her  Lady- 
Ihip,  *'  That  he  had  always  thought  her 
'*  head  was  bad,  but  now  he  was  convinced 
"  her  heart  was  equally  fo."  To  this  Lady 
tyrazvley  inllantly  replied,  "  My  Lord,  I  ne- 
**  ver  piqued  myfelf  upon  the  goodnefs  of 
"  my  head  ;  and  my  heart  has  been  fo  long 
"  in  your  Lordfliip's  poffefiion,  I  really  can- 
"  not  anfwer  for  it."-  This  laconic  epiftle 
highly  offended  him.  And  having  heard  of 
her  Ladylhip's  intimacy  with  me,  he  ima- 
gined 
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gined  I  had  didtated  it.  He,  however,  gave 
me  credit  for  what  I  had  no  claim  to;  as  I 
adually  knew  nothing  of  the  anfwer,  till 
fome  days  after  it  was  fent  away. 

I  was  juft  at  this  rime  obliged  to  go  to 
Malmfbury,  to  vifit  fome  ladies,  who  took 
particular  care  to  feed  their  poultry  in  an  ex- 
traordinary manner  for  my  reception,  and 
who  difguiled  me  as  much  with  their  over- 
grown appetites,  as  with  their  infipid  con- 
verfation.  From  thence  I  propofed  going 
to  Briftol.  But  as  my  1  ail  expedition  to  that 
place  was  Shortened  by  illnefs,  fo  this  was 
prevented  by  a  concern  of  another  nature.  I 
was  remanded  back  on  account  of  there  be- 
ing, very  unexped:edly,  a  contefted  ele(ftion 
at  Windfor  ;  for  which  place  Air,  Fox  was 
member.  Notwithftanding  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  had  been  fo  un- 
common a  benefa(5tor  to  that  town,  and  a  con- 
ftant  employer  of  the  poor  of  it,  the  inhabi- 
tants were  fo  ungrateful  as  to  fupport  a 
perfon  almofl  unknown,  in  oppofition  to 
the  Duke's  avowed  friend  Mr,  Fox.  They 
were  however  unfuccefsful. 

As  feveral  of  my  intimates  lived  in  the 
neighbourhood,  who  had  influence  with  the 
voters,  and  to  whom  it  was  thought  necef^ 
fary  that  I  fliould  apply  in  perfon,  to  folicit 
their  intereft  for  Mr,  Fox,  an  exprefs  was  fent 
to  me  ;  and  I  haftened  away  to  this  place  of 
noife  and  confuiion.     As  foon  as  I  arrived, 
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I  defired  Sir  Francis  Delaval  to  endeavour  to 
find  out  Mr.  Nuthall,  a  folicitor,  who  was  a 
very  buflling  man,  and  well  verfed  in  elec- 
tioneering affairs.  He  had  offered  his  fervice 
to  Mr.  Fox  by  me;  but  the  offer  was  refufed 
upon  account  of  his  partiality  for  Mr.  Depu- 
ty Faterfon.  In  confequence  of  this  refufal 
he  attached  himfelf  to  Mr.  Fitt ;  who  after- 
wards appointed  him  Solicitor  of  the  Trea- 
fury,  and  rewarded  him  with  many  other 
emoluments. 

As  I  was  {landing  at  the  door  of  the  inn, 
waiting  for  Sir  Francis's  return,  with  Majier 
Fox,  late  Lord  Holland,  by  my  fide,  a  fellow 
came  up  with  a  bludgeon  in  his  hand,  and 
aimed  a  blow  at  the  young  gentleman,  cry- 
ing at  the  fame  time,  "  No  Foxes !  no  Dox- 
*-^  ies  !"  Providentially  a  perfon  behind  le- 
velled the  fellow  to  the  ground,  juft  time  e- 
nough  to  prevent  the  blow  from  taking  ef- 
fed:.  Sir  Francis  Delaval  returned,  at  that  in- 
Itant  with  Mr.  Nuthall,  and  the  fellow  was  fe- 
Gured.  But  as  it  was  judged  that  he  was 
fufHciently  punifhed  for  his  brutality  by  the 
feverity  of  the  blow  he  had  received,  and 
by  the  bruifes  his  fall  had  occafioned,  he 
was  fuffered  to  depart,  on  promifing  not  to 
intermeddle  any  more  with  the  elecftion. 

The  alarm  Majler  Fox  received  from  this 
incident,  had  fuch  an  effefl  upon  his  mind, 
that  it  brought  on  him  a  diforder,  named  St. 
Vitus's  Dance  ',  which  affedled  him,  upon  any 

little 
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little  difappointment  or  vexation,  to  a  moft 
violent  degree,  and  he  laboured  under  it  for 
feveral  years. 

The  next  winter,  I  was  witnefs  to  a  pa- 
roxyfmof  this  diforder,  which  much  alarm- 
ed me.  Both  the  young  gentlemen  being 
come  from  Eaton,  they  waited  upon  me,  to 
requeil  that  I  would  ufe  my  intereft  with 
Air.  Rich,  to  get  the  tragedy  of  Alexander 
performed  the  next  night  ;  Mqfter  Charles 
having  heard  fuch  an  account  of  it  as  excit- 
ed his  curiofity.  They  waited  in  my  dref- 
fing-room  whilfl  I  fent  to  the  manager. 
Eur,  for  fome  reafon  which  I  could  never 
find  out,  Mr.  Rich  fent  back  a  refufal.  The 
vexation  occafioned  by  this  difappointment, 
brought  the  fit  fo  violently  on  Majier  Fox, 
that  the  fright  almoil  deprived  me  of  fenfej 
and  it  was  fome  time  before  I  recovered. 

When  I  returned  to  Holvvood  from  Wind- 
for,  I  went  acrofs  the  country,  in  order  to  a- 
void  London.  And  made  what  hafte  I 
could,  in  expectation  of  finding  fome  agree- 
able company  there.  But,  to  my  great  fur- 
prife,  there  was  no  perfon  but  Do8or  Fran- 
cis, who  was  now  become  one  of  the  family. 
I  had  long  promifed  a  vifit  to  that  fon  of 
wit  and  humour,  Foote,  who  theno  ecu  pied 
one  of  Sir  John  Fanhm-gh's  houfes  upon  Black 
Heath.  This  feeming  a  favourable  oppor- 
tunity, I  propofed  to  the  Dodor  to  take  a 
ride  over  the  next  day. 

G  2  The 
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The  reverend  gentleman  cheerfully  con- 
fentingj  we  mounted  our  horfes,  and  let  out 
for  the  refidence  of  the  celebrated  Arifto- 
phanes.  We  found  with  him  Mr.  Murphy, 
and  an  author  of  the  name  of  Clealand.  As 
we  had  arrived  at  this  habitation  of  laugh- 
ter early,  and  there  was  no  garden  to  walk 
in,  or  lands  to  amufe  us,  by  way  of  relaxa- 
tion, till  the  convivial  meal  made  its  ap- 
pearance, the  mailer  of  the  houfe  propofed 
going  to  the  fale  of  the  Duchefs  of  Bolton  % 
furniture.  This  celebrated  lady  had  lately 
paid  the  debt  of  nature.  And  as  fhe  was  e- 
levated  to  her  high  rank  through  her  excel- 
lence in  playing  Polly  Peachum,  as  is  well 
known,  I  wiflied  to  fee  her  refidence.  I  there- 
fore readily  confented  to^  the  propofal,  and 
loon  remounted  my  horfe. 

After  waiting  forne  time  at  the  door, 
without  the  gentlemen  appearing,  I  fent  in 
my  fervant  to  expedite  them.  Upon  which 
Mr.  Murphy  came  out  laughing,  and  inform- 
ed me,  that  the  Doctor's  facerdotal  dignity 
had  juft  paid  him  a  vifit,  and  reprefented  it 
to  him  as  inconfiftent  with  his  cloth,  to  ap- 
pear with  an  adtrefs  in  public.  How  fuch  a 
whim  could  ftrike  him  at  that  momenr, 
when  he  not  only  condefcended  to  live  in  the 
houfe  with  me,  but  gladly  accepted  of  a 
place  in  my  box  at  the  opera,  plays,  and  o- 
ratorios,  I  did  not  give  niyfelf  the  trouble  to 
account  for,  as  it  was  truly  ridiculous. 

At 
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At  the  fame  time  I  poflefled  too  much  a- 
pathy  to  take  offence  at  the  abfurdity  of  a 
man,  who,  upon  other  occafions,  I  had  ob- 
ferved  to  be  guilty  of  the  fame  kind  of  folly, 
though  not  pointed  perfonally  at  me.  For 
before  this  fooliih  freak,  he  had  always 
treated  me  with  the  higheft  refpedt,  and  an 
apparent  gratitude  ;  both  of  which  he  tefti- 
fied  by  a  demeanour  nearly  bordering  on  fer- 
vility.  Nor  could  I  account  for  this  fudden 
alteration,  unlefs  it  was  the  refult  of  a  little 
debate  which  happened  at  breakfaft  between 
him  and  me,  relative  to  Mafon's  Elegy  to  T)r, 
Hurd,  printed  with  his  Charatliacus.  This 
I  warmly  admiring,  and  the  Dodlor  not  hap- 
pening to  be  that  morning  in  a  mode  to  fuf- 
fer  contradiction,  he  probably  took  this 
method  to  repay  me  for  daring  to  praife  any 
producftion  but  his  own  Demojlhenes.  He  had 
jull:  tranllated  that  work ;  and  though  the 
tranflation  was  almoft  as  frigid  as  his  Euge- 
mciy  his  patron  Mr,  Fox  raifed  a  fubfcription 
for  him,,  which  amounted  to^  a  thoufand 
guineas. 

We,  however,  fet  off  without  the  fandti- 
monious  divine ;  and,  at  our  return,  found 
that  he  had  mounted  his  prancing  nag,  and 
taken  himfelf  back  to  Hollwood;  leavino- 
good  company,  an  excellent  dinner,  and 
what  he  preferred  to  every  other  earthly  hap- 
pinefs,  curioKS  claret,  together  with  the  foci- 
ety  of  Comiis's  favourite  fon,  a  treat  that  was 

fought 
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foil  yht  after  by  every  one  who  had  a  reliih 
for  genuine  wit  and  humour.  Mr  Foote  ex- 
cited a  laugh  at  the  Doctor's  expence,  by 
declaring,  that  at  times  he  poffeffed  the 
pr'de  nd  infolence  of  a  Cardinal  fVolfey; 
whilil,  at  others,  he  had  the  meannefs,  fer- 
vility,  and  blackguardifm  of  a  BucMjorfe^ 
Having  ordered  the  chaife  to  come  for  me 
in  the  evening,  I  fet  off' for  London,  inffcad 
of  returning  to  HoUwood;  and  Iqft  the  Doc- 
tor to  keep  company  with  himfelf. 

Was  it  not  for  a  few  inftances  which  we 
find  ilrewed  thinly  here  and  there,  in  the  re-  . 
cords  of  the  aftions  of  mankind,  there 
would  be  great  room  to  doubt  whether  gra- 
titude ever  grows  on  this  fterile  globe  of 
ours. — It  certainly  is  an  exotic;  and  there 
feem  to  be  but  few  minds  in  which  it  finds 
a  kindly  foil. — A  review  of  fome  of  my  fore- 
going letters  will  prove  beyond  a  contradic- 
tion, that  the  feed  of  this  fame  virtue  had, 
either,  never  been  planted  by  nature  in  the 
breaft  of  the  good  Dodor ;  or  that  it  had 
not  received  due  culture;  or  elfe,  that  it  was 
choaked,  when  it  put  forth  its  earliefl:  buds, 
by  the  native  briers  and  thiftles,  pride,  ar- 
rogance, felfifhnefs,  and  deceit,  which  there 
grew  luxuriantly  around  it. — Which  was 
the  caufe  of  the  want  of  this  neceffary  pro- 
perty of  a  good  mind,  1  will  not  pretend  to 
d_ctermine. 

G.  A.  B. 

LETTER 
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LETTER        LXIII. 

April  29,  17—. 

WHEN  I  arrived  in  town,  I  found  that 
Mr.Calcraft  had  fetoif  for  Grantham, 
to  preferve  his  fiftcr  from  the  wicked  arts  of 
falfe,  deluding  man.  Mr.  Aledlicore,  of  whom 
I  have  made  mention  in  one  of  my  former 
letters  to  you,  had  vifited  that  place,  and 
laid  out  all  his  attradtions  to  captivate  Mifs 
Calcraft.  This  young  lady,  who  was  of  a 
fprightly  difpofition,  and  tired  of  living  a 
fingle  life,  lent  a  willing  ear  to  the  addrelfes 
of  this  accomplilhed  fellow,  and  vainly  fup- 
pofed  that  he  would  marry  her.  But  find- 
ing her  miflake,  fhe  wrote  her  brother  word 
of  her  fituation. 

My  hero  fet  out,  with  a  determined  refo- 
lution  to  avenge  the  caufe  of  his  infulted 
family.  But,  having  time  to  recoiled:  him- 
felf  during  his  journey  down,  he  thought  it 
would  be  imprudent  to  rifque  his  life.  He 
therefore  wifely  chofe  to  bring  his  fifter  up 
to  London,  rather  than  call  her  lover  to  ac- 
count for  his  prefumption.  This  was  be- 
came the  more  neceflary,  as  the  affair  had 
made  fome  noife  in  the  town ;  and  a  coun- 
try town  is  generally  the  feat  of  fcandal  and 
gofliping. 

It  happened  unfortunately  that  the  fame 
poft  which  had  conveyed  himi  an  account  of 

his 
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his  fifter^s  danger,  brought  him  a  letter  from 
his  brother.  Captain  Calcraft,  who  was  upon  a 
recruiting  party  at  Huntingdon.  Being  up- 
on a  vifit  to  an  Earl,  who  lives  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  who  loved. gambling  more  than 
propiieiy,  the  boy  had  been  prevailed  upon, 
by  his  Lordfhip  to  lit  down  to  play,  and  had 
loft  to  him  two  hundred  pounds;  which  be- 
ing a  debt  of  honour,  he  had  paid  it  out  of 
the  money  in  his  hands  belonging  to  the  regi-  ' 
ment ;  and  to  re-place  which  fum  he  had 
been  obliged  to  draw  on  his  brother. 

The  'Squire,  impatient  of  this  double  fa- 
mily crofs,  had  fent  back  the  bill  protefted, 
juft  before  he  fet  off.  This  was  on  the 
evening  of  my  arrival  in  town  from  Foote's, 
and  the  letter  had  been  fent  to  the  poft-office. 
One  of  the  clerks,  named  Willis,  came  im- 
mediately to  inform  me  of  the  event.  Trem- 
bling at  the  confequence  of  the  young 
man's  being  brought  to  a  court-martial, 
which  would  have  been  attended  with  per- 
petual difgrace,  we  confulted  what  was  to  be 
done  upon  this  occafion.  Though  I  had  not 
the  money,  I  could  borrow  it;  but  the  chief 
difficulty  lay  in  getting  the  letter  out  of  the 
poft-office. 

Mr.  Calcraft  ha*-^  t2i\iew  Lord  lyrazvley^s  three 
lions  for  his  arms.  And  the  government 
plate,  left  to  us  and  our  children  by  General 
Braddotk,  having,  befides  the  royal  arms,  a 
greyhound  for  the  creft,  he  had  added  that  i 

to! 
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to  the  borrowed  coat.  I  fortunately  recol- 
leded,  that  my  milliner,  Mrs.  Jordan,  was 
related  to  the  Secretary  at  the  poli-office. 
Upon  which,  I  went  to  her,  and  having  bor- 
rowed the  money,  prevailed  upon  her  to 
take  my  feal,  which  was  nearly  the  fame  as 
Mr.  Calcraft's,  together  with  a  bank  bill  for 
the  fum,  to  the  office,  and  ufe  her  intereft 
with  her  relation  to  fubflitute  it  in  the  place 
of  the  protefted  bill.  This  llie  accomplilli- 
ed,  to  my  great  fatisfadion.  And  as  foon 
as  Mr.  Cakraffs  ill  humour  fubfided,  he  re- 
pented of  what  he  had  done.  Not,  I  believe, 
out  of  affedion  for  his  brother,  but  upon 
account  of  the  difgrace;  which  vvould  natu- 
rally recoil  upon  him. 

As  foon  as  he  arrived  in  town  with  his 
fifter,  he  defired  I  would  look  out  for  a  place 
where  Ihe  could  lodge  and  board,  till  fome 
family  in  the  country  could  be  found  in 
which  fhe  might  be  eligibly  fettled.  Mrs, 
Jordan^  the  milliner,  juft  mentioned,  was  a 
woman  of  family,  and  being  conneded  with, 
and  related  to,  feveral  perfons  of  diftinftion 
in  Wales,  flie  had  an  amazing  deal  of  bufi- 
nefs.  To  this  gentlewoman  I  applied  upon 
the  occafion,  and  prevailed  upon  her  to  take 
Mfs  Calcraft  as  a  temporary  boarder.  And 
in  a  Ihort  time,  by  her  means,  Ihe  was  placed 
in  a  family  in  Eflex.  Mr.  Calcraft  affcded 
to  be  very  fond  of  his  filler,  but  he  loved  his 
money  better.     And  had  I  not  taken  care  of 

her 
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her  wardrobe,  fhe  would  have  made  but  an 
indifferent  appearance.  For  the  family,  in 
which  file  was  placed,  was  that  of  a  widow 
lady,  who  kept  her  carriage,  and  had  a  good 
jointure;  and  whole  only  inducement  to  take 
her  was  for  the  fake  of  company. 

By  the  return  of  the  poft  Mr.  Calcraft  was 
furprized  to  receive  a  letter  of  thanks  from 
his  brother.  On  the  firft  reading  of  it,  he 
imagined  it  was  meant  ironically.  But  re- 
collecting that  the  boy  flood  in  too  much 
awe  of  him,  to  venture  to  jeft  with  his  fup- 
pofed  confequence,  he  gueifed  v^'hat  I  had 
done.  And  coming  to  me,  in  the  fulnefs  of 
his  heart,  he  returned  me  the  money  with  a 
thovirand  thanks,  and  called  me  his  preferver. 
I  really  believe,  had  I  had  the  courage  to 
afk  him  for  any  fum  jull:  at  that  time,  he 
would  have  oiven  it  me.  But  thinking;  it 
would  look  mean  to  make  an  advantage  of 
what  I  was  led  by  affeftion  to  do,  and  v^'h3ch 
would  have  the  appearance  of  my  being  in- 
duced by  pecuniary  motives ;  an  idea  that 
was  foreign  to  my  heart;  I  miifed  my  oppor- 
tunity. 

I  was  now  fo  immerged  in  bufinefs,  that  I 
had  not  time  to  think  of  my  being  fo  much 
involved,  or  of  any  means  to  extricate  my- 
felf.  I  had  a  beautiful  fet  of  horfes  made 
me  a  prefent  of,  which  added  to  my  ex^- 
pence.  For  Mr.  Calcraft  v/ould  not  give  me 
the  keep  of  them,  as  he  faid  he  had  more 

than 
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than  fufficicnt  to  keep  already.  I  would 
gladly  have  retired  from  the  ftage,  but  the 
money  I  got  there  was  abfolutely  needful. 
This  induced  me  to  make  a  new  agreement 
with  Mr.  Rich, 

During  the  winter,  Romeo  and  Juliet  be- 
ing befpoke  by  fome  perfons  of  quality. 
Lady  Coventry,  (late  Mifs  Maria  Gunning)  with 
fome  other  ladles  of  the  firft  diftincftion,  were 
in  the  flage-box.  I  have  already  mentioned 
my  intimacy  with  this  beautiful  woman, 
when  Ihe  was  a  girl,  and  the  circumftanccs 
which  occafioned  it.  But  I  had  not  feen 
her,  fince  that  time,  except  a  few  days  before 
her  marriage,  when  fhe  did  me  the  favour  to 
call  upon  me,  on  a  little  pecuniary  bufi- 
nefs. 

In  the  fcene,  where  Juliet  drinks  the  fup- 
pofed  poifon,  juft  as  I  was  got  to  the  moft 
interefling  part  of  that  interefting  foliloquy, 
I  was  interrupted  by  a  loud  laugh,  which 
iffued  from  the  box  where  her  Ladyfliip  fat. 
The  filent  attention  in  which  the  reft  of 
the  audience  were  enrapt,  made  fuch  a 
circumftance  the  more  ftriking.  It  had  fo 
great  an  effedt  upon  me,  that,  being  wholly 
difconcerted,  and  unable  to  proceed,  I  was 
obliged  to  requeft  leave  to  retire,  till  I  could 
colledl  myfelf.  The  audience  were  offended 
at  the  Interruption  this  levity  had  occafioned, 
and  inlifled  upon  the  Ladies  quitting  the 
box,  which  they  accordingly  did. 

A  gen- 
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A  gentleman  in  the  fide-boxes  reproached 
Lady  Coventry  with  her  rudenefs  and  ingrati- 
tude. Upon  which  fhe  was  pleafed  to  fay, 
ihe  could  not  bear  me  fince  Ihe  had  feen  Mrs. 
Cibber,  As  this  was  no  other  than  my  bro- 
ther, Captain  D'Hara^  he  aloud  made  her  La- 
dylhip  a  retort,  but  not  the  retort  courteous. 
This  added  to  mortify  her  vanity,  and  haf- 
tened  her  departure.  The  late  LordEgUnton, 
one  of  the  politeft  men  of  his  time,  who  was 
of  the  ftage-box  party,  came  into  the  dreff- 
ing-room  to  make  an  apology.  And  this  he 
did,  by  affuring  me,  that  no  offence  was 
meant  to  me ;  the  laugh  that  Lady  Coventry 
had  broke  out  into  being  involuntary,  and 
excited  by  her  twirling  an  orange  upon  her 
finger,  and  fome  ridiculous  thing  that  was 
faid  upon  the  occafion.  I  admitted  the  ex- 
cufe,  and  finilhed  my  part  with  as  much  ap- 
probation as  ever. 

The  next  morning  my  brother  came,  and 
informed  me  of  what  her  Ladyfhip  had 
foolifhly  uttered.  Upon  which,  I  rung  fo^* 
the  houfe  lleward,  and  delivering  him  the 
note  fhe  had  given  me,  when  M'lfs  Gunning, 
for  the  money  fhe  had  borrowed  of  me  a  few 
days  before  her  nuptials,  1  ordered  him  to 
go  with  it  to  Lord  Coventry's  for  paym.ent. 

^mtce  waited  till  her  Ladylhip  came  in 
from  riding  ;  when,  prefenting  the  note  to 
her,  fhe  returned  it,  faying,  "  What  !  is  it 
"  Ms.  Bellamy  the  a^refs  .^"     To  which  my 
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domeillc,  who  daily  faw  me  treated  In  a  dif- 
ferent manner,  by  ladies  greatly  her  fupe- 
riors,  anfwered,  that  it  was,  and  that  I  ex- 
pected the  m^oney  to  be  paid.  Upon  which, 
turning  upon  her  heel,  her  Ladylhip  faid, 
"  If  Ihe  is  impertinent,  I  will  have  her  hilF- 
*^  ed  off  the  ftage  !"  The  man,  unaccuf- 
tomed  to  fuch  treatment,  replied,  '*  That 
**  continuino;  on  the  fla^e  was  a  matter  of 
'**  indifference  to  his  miilrefs,  but  if  llie 
**  chofe  to  perform,  it  was  not  in  her  Lady- 
"  Ihip's  power  to  prevent  it."  Having  faid 
this,  he  left  the  houfe,  as  he  faw  there  was 
no  probability  of  fucceeding  in  his  errand. 
He,  however,  had  not  got  far,  before  a  fer- 
vant  followed,  and  informed  him,  that  the 
money  fhould  b€  fent  fhortly. 

But  from  that  hour  I  never  heard  any 
thing  more  of,  or  from  her  Ladyfhip,  con- 
cerning the  money.  Indeed  I  had  not  the 
leaft  expectation  of  ever  getting  it  again, 
when  I  gave  it  her.  Nor  fhould  I  have  ta- 
ken the  note  from  her,  had  Ihe  not  forced  it 
upon  me.  Such  a  trifle,  at  that  period,  was 
of  very  little  confequencer  to  me.  And  as 
refentment  never  made  me  any  long  viiits, 
finding  my  heart  an  unfit  receptacle,  I 
placed  it  to  account  with  former  favours, 
and  thought  no  more  about  it.  I  was  much 
difpleafed  with  myfelf  at  having  been  hurt 
at  a  folly,  of  which  her  Ladyfhip  had  given 
fo  many  inftances. — Had  I  time  and  inclina- 

VOL.  III.  H  tioH; 
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tion,  I  have  room,  here,  to  add  a  fupple- 
ment  to  thofe  remarks  on  the  Icarcity  of 
gratitude,  which  Dccfor  Francii's  gratefal  con- 
dudt  excited. — But  I  Hiall  only  refer  you  to 
them,  and  leave  you  to  make  the  application. 
Mr.  Calcraft  was  now  feverely  afflidled  with 
the  gout  in  his  head,  which  claimed  all  my 
attention.  Fornotwithftanding  the  contemp- 
tuous light  I  held  him  in,  I  could  not  be 
infenfible  to  his  pain  on  this  occafion.  I 
have  always  found  illnefs,  as  I  have  already 
obferved,  to  endear  even  a  perfon  that  is  in- 
different, and  almoft  a  ftranger  to  me.  How 
much  more  then  mufl  it  do  fo,  when  the 
objedt  of  my  concern  was  conftantly  in  my 
fight?  He  was  unhappy,  if  I  did  not  put 
the  bags  with  feeds  to  his  eyes  ;  which,  he 
faid,  no  perfon  could  do  but  myfelf.  In 
Ihort,  I  attended  him  w^ith  the  fame  affiduity 
and  tendernefs,as  if  I  had  been  really  his  wife. 
As  for  my  qualifications  in  the  beguine 
profeffion,  I  have  already  told  you  what  my 
dear  Mifi  Conzvay  ufed  to  fay  of  them. — There 
is  certainly  a  great  pleafure  attends  the  being 
both  able  and  willing  to  adminifter  to  the 
wants  of  our  fellow  creatures.  Mankind  have 
ammual  claim  upon  each  other  for  thefe  acfts 
of  kindnefs,  when  indifpofition  renders  them 
needful. — We  know  not  how  foon  we  might 
require  ourfelves  the  aiding  hand. 

G.  A.  B. 

LETTER 
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LETTER      LXIV. 


May  10,  17-- 

ABOUT  this  time  Mr.  Dodjley^  a  gentle- 
man juftly  admired  for  his  private 
virtues,  as  well  as  his  literary  produdtions, 
offered  Mr,  Rich  a  tragedy  called  Cleo?ie,  The 
fituations  in  the  piece  were  moft  affedting. 
And  the  fubjed:  of  it  being  a  family  diftrefs, 
that  pre-determined  the  public  in  its  favour. 
The  fuccefs  of  it  dependeti  entirely  upon  the 
heroine,  which  fell  to  my  lot.  And  this,  as 
our  company  then  flood,  was  a  double  re- 
commendation ;  for  Rofs  and  Smith  exerted 
their  talents  much  better  under  the  aufpices 
of  Thalia,  than  of  Melpomene, 

Mr.  Garrick  had  declined  the  piece  ;  but 
from  what  reafon  I  could  never  guefs.  Mrs, 
Cibber  had  done  the  fame.  It,  however^  had 
merit.  Domeftic  feelings  ftrike  more  to  the 
heart,  than  thofe  of  crowned  heads.  The 
language  was  fimple,  and  I  determined  that 
my  performance  of  it  fhould  be  the  fame. 
It  was  an  effort  worth  trying  ;  as  from  its 
novelty,  I  fhould,  at  leaft,  have  the  merit 
of  its  being  all  my  own. 

My  attendance  upon  Mr  Calcraft  had  in- 
jured my  health  ;  which  made  me  wifh  to 
protradt  the  performance.  But  I  found  that 
my  attempts  to  put  it  off  were  confidered  on- 
ly as  the  effcift  of  caprice.  I  know,  this  has 
H  2  btjen 
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been  praftifed  by  many  performers,  in  or- 
der to  enhance  their  value  ;  but  it  was  a  ma- 
noeuvre I-  always  defpifed.  And  1  was  fo 
much  above  being  capable  of  fuch  an  artful 
mode  of  proceeding,  that  I  could  not  even 
bear  the  fuppoiition  of  it ;  much  lefs  the  im- 
putation, I  therefore,  although  very  unfit 
for  the  tafk,  accorded  to  the  wifl-ies  of  the 
author  in  this  point. 

All  AJr.  Dodfley's  friends,  who  were  nume- 
rous, attended  the  rehearfal  of  his  piece; 
particularly  the  literati.  Among  thefe  was 
Lord  Lyt  tie  ton',  who,'notwithfl:anding  his  great 
partiality  for  me,  gave  the  author  his  opini- 
on, that  I  had  totally  mifconceived  the 
charad:er.  The  public  had  been  fo  ac- 
cuftomed  to  noife  and  violence  in  their  mad 
ftage  ladies,  that  it  was  fuppofed  from  my 
manner,  which  was  weakened  by  real  indif- 
pofition,  and  prevented  my  rehearfing  out, 
that  the  piece,  which  totally  depended  up- 
on me,  would  not  fucceed. 

Among  our  vifitors  at  the  lafl  rehearfal, 
upon  which  occaiion  the  ftage  was  much 
crowded,  I  was  flruck  with  the  fight  of  Mr, 
Metham.  As  we  had  never  met  fince  our  fe- 
paration,  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe  I  did  not 
feel  myfelf  in  the  moft  agreeable  fituation. 
I  own,  that  I  fincerely  wifhed  myfelf  ab- 
fent,  or  that  there  had  not  been  fuch  a  num- 
ber of  fpediators  prefent  to  be  witneffes  to 
the  farce  I  knew  him  capable  of  performing. 

According 
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According  to  my  apprehenfions,  he  began 
by  alTuming  the  moll:  ineffable  effrontcryj 
which  was,  if  poffible,  fuperior  to  that  of  C/<^  - 
her  J  when,  in  the  character  of  Lord  Foppln^- 
ton,  he  approaches  Amanda. 

Taking  a  pinch  of  fnuif,  in  a  carelefs 
manner,  he  walked  np  to  mc,  with  the  moil 
confequential  air,  accompanied  with  a  fig- 
nificant  ?ion  chalance,  and  wiihed  me  joy  ;  re- 
gretting that  he  had  not  had  an  opportunity 
of  doing  it  before.  He  then  told  me  I 
looked  more  an2:clic  than  ever.  .  Having: 
done  this,  he  turned  to  a  perfon  who  was 
near  liim.,  faying,  "  I  certainly  am  the  hap- 
*'  j^ieO:  being  in  the  univerfe,  in  having 
'^  been  bieft:  with  the  rffeftion  of  two  of  the 
*'  iiril:  a»ftrcfi.es,  and  rnoft  accompliflied  wo- 
"  men  in  Europe,"  Then,  making  a  low 
bow,  he  retired.  I  neverin  my  life  received 
any  compliments  with  lefs  relifh  than  thofe 
lavifned  upon  mc  at  that  time.  They  raifed 
fuch  a  contrariety  of  emotions  in  my  mind, 
that  I  was  on  the  point  of  leaving  the  re- 
hearfal,  and  returning  home^  without  any  ce- 
remony. 

I  was  fo  totally  difconcerted  by  this  ad- 
venture, that  what  had  only  been  fuppofed 
by  the  author  and  his  friends,  was  now 
openly  declared  ;  and  it  would  not  admit  of 
a  doubt  with  them  but  that  I  had  mifcon- 
ceived  the  part.  When  I  came  to  repeat, 
**  TkouJJjalt  not  murder  "  Do^iorjohnfon  caught 
H  3  me 
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me  by  the  arm,  and  that  fomewhat  toohrijkly, 
faying,  at  the  fame  time,  "  It  is  a  com- 
*'  mandment,  and  muft  be  fpoken,  *  Thou 
*  fhalt  not  murder.'  As  I  had  not  then  the 
honour  of  knowing  perfonally  that  great  ge- 
nius, I  was  not  a  little  difpleafed  at  his  in- 
forcing  his  inftrudllons  with  fo  much  vehe- 
mence. 

The  fcene  I  had  jufl  before  gone  through 
with  Methmn,  added  to  this  not  over  polite 
behaviour  of  theDoftor's,  fo  increafed  myin- 
difpofition,  that  I  was  advifed  not  to  appear 
the  next  day  in  lo  trying  a  part.  But  the 
public  were  not  to  be  trifled  with.  As  their 
favoured  fervant,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to 
do  all  in  my  power  to  deferve  that  favour. 
The  piece  was  accordingly  advertifcd  with 
my  name  in  the  bill,  and  I  was  determined 
to  go  on,  let  what  would  be  the  confequence. 
I  was  likewife  refolved  to  play  the  charadter 
agreeable  to  my  own  conception,  though 
againft  the  united  opinion  of  all  the  literati. 

Upon  my  going  to  the  theatre  to  drefs, 
Mr.  Dodjlcy  accofted  me  with  all  the  appre- 
henfions  of  an  author  for  his  darling  bant- 
ling. He  intimated  to  me,  that  all  his 
friends,  as  well  as  himfelf,  imagined  I  was 
not  forcible  enough  in  the  mad  fcene.  The 
pain  I  was  in  from  a  blifter,  which  my  in- 
difpofition  had  rendered  neceffary,  together 
with  the  anxiety  naturally  attendant  on  ap- 
pearing in  a  new  charafter,  made  me  an- 

fwer 


G.       A.       BELLAMY.  79 

fwcr  that  good  man  with  a  petulance,  which 
afterwards  gave  me  uneafinefs.  I  told  him, 
that  I  had  a  reputation  to  lofe  as  an  a^refs; 
but,  as  for  his  piece,  Mr.  Garrick  had  an- 
ticipated the  damnation  of  it,  publicly,  the 
preceding  evening,  at  the  Bedford  Coffee- 
houfe,  where  he  had  declared,  that  it  could 
not  pafs  mujfter,  as  it  was  the  very  zvorjl 
piece  ever  exhibited.  Having  faid  this,  I 
left  him,  not  very  well  pleafed  with  me  for 
my  freedom.  And  he  afterwards  informed 
me,  that  he  greatly  regretted  having  chofe 
me  for  his  heroine. 

The  unaffefted  naivete,  which  I  intended  to 
adopt  in  the  reprcfentation,  was  accompa- 
nied by  the  fame  limplicity  in  my  drefs. 
This  was  perfcdtly  nouvelle,  as  I  had  pre- 
fumcd  to  leave  off  that  unweildy  part  of  a 
lady's  habiliments,  called  a  hoop.  A  de- 
coration which,  at  that  period,  profefled 
nuns  appeared  in;  as  well  aswith  powder  in 
their  hair. 

Novelty  has  charms  which  cannot  be  re- 
iifted.  And  I  fucceeded  in  both  points  be- 
yond my  moll:  fanguine  hopes.  Indeed  the 
applaufe  was  repeated  fo  often,  when  I 
feemingly  died,  that  I  fcarcely  knew,  or  even 
could  believe,  that  it  was  the  effed:  of  ap- 
probation. But,  upon  hearing  the  fame  voice 
which  had  inftrudted  me  in  the  command- 
ment, exclaim  aloud  from  the  pit,  "  I  zvill 
*'  zvrlte  a  copy  of  verfes  upon  her  niyfelf,^'    I 

knew 
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knew  that  my  fiiccefs  was  infured,  and  that 
Cleone  bid  fair  to  run  a  race  with  any  of  the 
modern  produdiions. 

The  repetition  of  this  circumflance,  I 
own,  favors  of  egotifm;  but  when  it  is  con- 
iidered,  that  the  involuntary  praife  of  one  of 
the  firft  geniufes  in  the  world  muft  excite 
the  moft  flattering  fenfations  in  every  mind 
defirous  of  m.eriting  the  approbation  of  the 
fenfible,  I  hope  I  fhall  ftand  excufed  for  not 
pafling  it  over  in  filence.  When  I  appeared 
to  fpeak  the  epilogue,  I  had  leifure  to  prac- 
tife  all  the  curtefjes,  taught  ir.e  by  my  danc- 
ing mafter,  over  and  over  again  ;  fo  favour- 
able was  the  reception  I  met  with  from  the 
audience. 

I  was  io  greatly  fatigued  Vv'hen  I  got  home; 
that  I  was  not  able  to  go  to  Afr.  Calcraft'& 
apartment.  Having  heard  from  Doctor  Fran- 
cis the  public  opinion  that  was  entertained 
at  the  Rehearfal ;  and  my  indifpofition  giv- 
ing him  likewife  not  much  room  to  expeO: 
I  lliould  be  fuccefsful,  he  confidered  this 
want  of  my  ufual  attention  as  a  fign  of  cha- 
grin at  my  difappointment.  His  impatience 
to  be  fatisfied  of  the  caufe  made  him  run  the 
hazard  of  a  rclapfe.  For  notwithflanding 
our  apartments  were  as  far  diftant  from  each 
other  as  Channel-row  from  Parliament-ftreet, 
and  through  a  long  pafiage,  he  would  come 
himfelf  to  know  the  fate  of  Cleone.  I  had 
juft  faintly  anfwered  his  enquiry,  by  faying, 

**  Well 
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**  Well  enough  !"  when  in  ran  the  Docftor, 
almofi:  Dreaihiefs,  and  crying  out,  ''  O  Cal- 
•"  o-aft  f  it  is  beyond  defcription.  1  have 
"■  haftened,  as  faft  as  I  could,  wifhing  to  be 
"  firft  to  acquaint  you  of  the  uncommon- 
••''  applaufe,  and  deferved  fuccefs,  Ihe  has 
>^  met  with." 

The  next  day  I  was  congratulated  upon 
my  fuccefs,  by  all  thofe  who  frequented  our 
houfe.  Among  this  number  were,  Lord 
Lyttelton  and  Sir  Ambrofe  PFHliams.  The  for- 
mer exprefled  his  congratulations  in  the 
warmeft  terms,  declaring,  at  the  fame  time, 
that  he  was  happy  that  his  conjedure  had 
not  taken  place.  1  then  went  up  to  Sir  Am- 
brofe, and  afked  him  if  he  thought  that  violent 
madnefs  would  have  had  the  defired  effect  ? 
Without  making  me  any  anfwer,  he  flared 
wildly  upon  me,  and  appeared  to  be  going 
to  lay  hold  of  me.  Lord  Lyttelton,  obferving 
this,  pulled  me  away.  And  Mr. Harris,  who 
was  fitting  befide  his  friend  Sir  Ambrofe,  on 
the  fopha,  held  him  down,  whilit  I  made  my 
efcape  from  his  fury.  For  he  fnatched  up  a 
knife,  which  lay  upon  the  table  with  the 
breakfafl  equipage,  and  vowed  he  would 
find  me  out,  and  murder  me. 

This  circumflance  appeared  the  more 
Ilrange,  as,  till  then,  Sir  Ambrofe  had  ftiewn 
no  figns  of  infanity.  And  even  fo  lately  as 
his  entering  the  room,  he  had  honoured  me 
with  the  warmeft  compliments  on  my  per- 
formance. 
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formance.  He  furvived  but  a  few  days ; 
and,  ftrange  to  tell,  to  the  laft  moment  of 
his  life,  perfifted  in  willing  to  deftroy  me. 
The  fymptoms  and  effeds  of  madnefs  are  not 
to  be  accounted  for,  nor  do  they  convey  any 
cenfure  ;  elfe  this  feeming  inveteracy  to- 
wards me  would  have  made  me  unhappy. 
But  as  he  had  always  profeffed  the  greateft 
regard  for  me,  till  the  inflant  his  infanity 
became  apparent,  the  ill  will  he  fhewed 
could  only  be  the  effe«5t  of  his  difordered 
mind. 

The  uncommon  run  of  Cleone  took  up  a 
great  part  of  my  time.  It  would  have  con- 
tinued much  longer,  had  my  health  permit- 
ted me  to  perform  ;  for,  to  make  ufe  of  the 
theatrical  phrafe,  I  v\Gver:  faved  my  (elf ,  but 
often 'fuffered  my  feelings  to  poffefs  me  fo 
entirely,  as  that  they  deprived  me  of  the 
power  of  voice,  notwithftanding  it  was  al- 
lowed to  be  extenfive.  Upon  this  occafion 
I  received  a  letter  of  gratulation  from  Mrs. 
Clive.  This  lady  poffefTed  good  nature  to 
an  eminent  degree,  and  was  glad  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  beftowing  her  quantum  of 
praife.  It  was  the  more  flattering  to  me,  as 
her  fincerity  could  never  be  doubted. 

My  time  was  at  this  period  precious.  As 
befides  the  letters  I  had  to  copy,  I  had  cor- 
refpondents  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  the 
military  being  upon  expeditions  in  Europe, 
Afia,  Africa,  and  America.     I  had  likewife 

fair 


G.       A.       BELLAMY.  83 

fair  correfpondents  upon  the  continent,  as 
well  as  in  Ireland  and  Scotland.  And  what 
added  to  the  fatigue  of  my  other  avocations 
was,  that  ATr.  Calcrajt  having  been  ordered 
to  Bath,  in  hopes  of  fixing  the  gout  in  the 
extremities,  I  had  all  his  private  letters  to 
look  into,  and  to  write  him  the  fubftance 
of  them  every  night. 

With  his  returning  health,  returned  my 
difgufl.  For,  though  humanity  induced  me 
to  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  allifl  him 
during  his  illnefs  ;  he  was  more  indebted  to 
the  natural  tendernefs  of  my  difpofition  for 
it,  than  to  any  predelidtion  in  his  favour. 
And  I  formed  a  refolution  to  infift,-as-Jo€m 
as  he  returned  from  Bath,  upon  his  publicly 
marrying  me,  and  paying  all  my  debts. 

What  made  me  more  anxious  than  ever 
for  the  accomplifhment  of  the  latter,  was 
the  following  circumftance.  The  fpring  be- 
fore, hearing  repeated  complaints  from  the 
army  in  Germany,  that  the  fhirts  of  the  com- 
mon foldiers  came  unfewed  the  firft  time 
they  were  walhed,  and  that  their  fhoes  and 
Hockings  were  made  in  as  bad  a  manner;  my 
philanthropy  prompted  me  to  endeavour  to 
remedy  this  impolition  on  the  poor  fellows, 
I  accordingly  made  enquiry  into  the  affair, 
and  finding  that  an  addition  of  a  penny  for 
making  the  fhirts,  and  three  halfpence  per 
pair  in  the  fhoes,  and  in  the  fiockings,  would 
be  of  more  than  proportionable  advantage 

to 
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to  them,  I  agreed  with  the  contraftor,  who 
was  a  relation  of  Fanning,  Mr.  Fox's  gentle- 
man, to  allow  him  that  additional  price  for 
all  that  were  fent  to  Germanv,  to  the  regi- 
ments Mr.  Cakraft  was  agent  to.  In  confe- 
quence  of  which,  in  the  coiirfe  of  eight 
months,  he  brought  me  in  debtor,  to  the  a- 
mount  of  nine  hundred  pounds. 

Lord  Granbyy  upon  his  return  from  Ger- 
many that  winter,  gave  me,  befides  my  be-, 
nefit  ticket,  an  additional  hundred  pounds, 
and  Air.  Fox  another,  which  was  all  the  emo- 
lument I  received  for  fo  public-fpirited  an 
action,  except  indeed  the  honour  of  the  cen- 
tinels  in  the  Park  refling  to  me  as  I  paffed 
through  it.  The  death  of  Lady  Granby,  "which 
was  occafioned  by  her  fears  for  his  Lordfhip, 
whilft  fhe  lay  in,  as  he  was  reported  to  have 
been  killed,  I  felt  very  feverely,  as  well  up- 
on my  own  account,  as  my  Lord's,  who 
doated  upon  her. 

But  my  forrow  was  greatly  augmented 
from  hearing  that  the  report  of  the  Marquis's 
death  had  arifen  from  the  death  of  Lord 
Downe,  who  was  fhoc  as  he  flood  centry  at 
the  door  of  the  Englifh  General's  tent.  Im- 
pelled by  his  natural  bravery,  or  rather  by 
an  unaccountable  fatality,  he  went  out  as  a 
volunteer  to  the  army  in  Germany.  And 
notwithftanding  his  noble  birth  and  great 
fortune  i  led  by  fome  unknown  w^him,  he 
infifled  on  doing  duty  as  one  of  the  privates. 

The 
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The  Marquis  had  jull  fent  him  out  his  din- 
ner, which  he  was  dividing  wiih  his  com- 
rade when  a  cannon  ball  llioc  him  dead  up- 
on the  fpot.  By  this  fatal  blow  was  the  world 
deprived  of  one  of  its  greateft  ornaments, 
and  myfelf  of  the  only  adniit'Cr  that  ever 
really  loved  me.  As  the  untimely  fall  of  that 
worthy  nobleman  never  occurs  to  my  mind 
without  exciting  a  figh,  permit  me  here  to 
beflow  one  on  his  miCmory. 

G.  A,  B. 


LETTER        LXV. 

May  18,   17- — .. 

WHEN  the  Marqtus  -of  Granhy  returned 
to  England,  he  came  to  Parliament- 
ftreet,  as  he  could  not  enter  the  place  of  re- 
iidenee  from  whence  his  better  half  had  de- 
parted. And,  can  you  believe  it,  he  made 
me  his  cajh-keeper  ;  which  }\L\  Fox  humour- 
oufly  com.pared  to  the  lame  leading  the 
blind.  His  Lordfhip's  generofity,  however, 
greatly  exceeding  his  purfe,  I  was  foon  ob- 
liged to  reiign  my  office.  His  wants  could 
not  have  been  fupplied,  fuch  was  the  libera- 
lity of  his  heart,  even  by  the  Exchequer  it- 
felf. 

Colonel  Bwtmif   the    hufband   of  m.y  late 

much  valued  friend,  M/fs  St.  Lcgcr,  was  ftill 

m  America.     And,  vvhilfl  I  was  imagining 

VOL.  in.  I  that 
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that  he  had  broken  his  heart  for  the  lofs  of 
her,  I  received  a  letter  from  him,  requelling 
that  I  would  fend  over  to  him  a  repeater,  and 
iome  other  fafhionable  prefent,  as  he  had 
fallen  in  love  with  a  Squaw,  whom  he  admir- 
ed notwithftanding  her  complexion.  I  fent 
the  things,  and  at  the  fame  time  rallied  him 
upon  his  inconftLincy  and  tafle.  For  by  the 
word  Squaw,  I  apprehended  he  had  taken  a 
black  to  his  arms.  I  was  the  more  readily 
led  to  this  conclufion,  by  knowing  that  he 
■was  remarkably  averfe  to y2zir  women. 

But  what  was  my  furprize  to  hear,  after- 
wards, that  the  Colonel  had  married  a 
daughter  of  Apollo,  whofe  locks  were  as 
red,  as  thofe  of  her  father  are  defcribed  to 
be  I  I  have  often  heard  that  the  tafte  alters 
in  a  certain  number  of  years;  and  that  men 
fometimes  contract  a  habit  of  liking  what 
before  they  diflifced.  But  I  fcarcely  ever 
knew  an  instance,  except  this,  where  fuch 
a  feeming.  invincible  averfion  to  any  parti-  ' 
cular  complexion,  was  to  be  fo  eafily  over- 
come. This  convinces  me,  that  there  is 
lome  foundation  for  the  belief,  that  mar- 
riages are  made  in  Heaven,  as  the  good  old 
folks  exprefs  themfelves ;  elfe,  this  gentle- 
man would  have  remained  fingle,  rather 
than  have  chofen  a  partner  of  fuch  a  hue, 
after  having  been  blefl  with  the  elegant  and 
accomplifhed  woman  he  had  been. 
•On  the  evediing  of  my  benefit,  Mr.  Fox, 

having 
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having  been  detained  by  the  Duke  of  Cumber^ 
land,  happened  to  be  late  at  the  theatre. 
Lady  Caroline  came  early.  And  there  being  a 
great  crowd,  he  told  the  door-keeper  he 
had  forgot  his  ticket,  but  that  was  imma- 
terial, he  faid,  as  it  was  Jjis  benefit.  He 
then,  laughing,  ordered  the  box-keeper  to 
open  the  door  of  his  lady^s  box.  A  malig- 
nant V.  riter,  who  wanted  to  have  his  filence 
purchafed,  took  occafion  from  this  fally,  as 
well  as  from  the  reports  Mrs.  IVoffington  had 
propogated  in  my  disfavour,  to  infert  in  one 
of  his  publications  that  I  was  the  great  Cap- 
iain'j  Captain ;  and  that  no  commiiiion  or 
place  was  difpofed  of  in  that  department^ 
but  through  my  recommendation. 

This  farcafm  greatly  affedted  me.  Al- 
though I  was  confcious  there  was  no  foun- 
dation for  the  report,  as  I  had  never  requeit- 
ed  an  improper  favour  of  Mr.  Fox  ;  yet  as  he 
was  conitantly  at  our  houfe,  which  it  was 
impoffible  to  avoid,  or  even  to  attempt  put- 
ting a  flop  to,  it  created  an  uneafinefs  in  my 
bofom  not  to  be  defcribed.  This  arole 
chiefly  from  the  apprehenfion  that  the  reflec- 
tion which  had  been  thrown  on  us  fhould 
injure  me,  if  but  for  a  moment,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  a  lady,  who  was  an  honour  to  her 
fex,  and  who  was  befides  one  of  the  warmeft 
of  my  patronelfes.  I  mentioned  the  cir- 
cumllance  to  Mr,  Fox,  who  laughed  at  my 
fears.  He  aflured  me,  that  his  lady  was  not 
I  2  only 
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only  too  confident  in  J/is  affedlion  to  harbour' 
fuch  a  doubt,,  but  that  file  had  too  good  an 
opinion  of  -my  rectitude,  as  flie  really 
thought  me  married,  to  regard  what  a  hire- 
ling fcribler  fiiould  write.  But  notwith- 
Aanding  thefe  affurances,  I  could  perceive, 
that  after  the  publication  of  the  piece  of 
fcand-al  jull:  mentioned,  I^dy  Caroline  never 
received  me  with  that  cordiality  fhe  had  ho- 
noured me  with  before. 

I  have  in  a  former  letter  beftowed  my 
cenfure  on  thofe  who  wantonly  rob  others 
of  their  good  name. — You  mull;  juft  permit 
me  to  add,  that  the  indecent  lengths  to  which 
perfonal  refleftions  are  carried  in  fome  pub- 
lications, is  deferving  of  the  feverefl  repro- 
bation.— A  character  is  often  mangled  arid 
the  fair  fame  of  the  devoted  prey  blafted, 
upon  hearfay  affertions,  and  the  mofl 
groundlefs  and  improbable  conjedlures, 
merely  to  make  a  paragraph. — I  am  forry  to 
fay,  that  the  writers  know  that  fcandal  isal- 
mofi:  univerfally  acceptable;  and  fo  they 
can  by  dealing  out  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
it,  inhance  the  value  of  their  publications, 
and  i'ncreafe  their  emoluments,  the  peace 
and  happinefs  of  an  individual  or  a  family 
is  beneath  confideration. — And  for  this 
there  appears  to  be  no  redrefs.  An  appli- 
cation to  the  courts  of  law  is  expenfive  and 
uncertain.  The  guarded  ambiguity  with 
which  the  reflcdions   are  penned,   though 

they 
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they  are  worded  fo  as  not  to  be  mlfinterpret- 
ed,  renders  fuch  a  reference  hazardous ;. 
and  inftead  of  extingviifhing,  it  only  adds 
fuel  to  the  fire. — A  filcnt  contempt  is  all 
that  a  perlbn  thus  aggrieved  has  tor  it:  a 
confcioufnefs  of  innocence  will  be  their  only 
fiipport;  and  though  it  is  extremely  hard 
to  be  obliged  to  put  up  with  undcferved  im- 
putations, thofe  are  the  only  fhields  to  repel 
the  envcnoiTied  darts. 

But  to  proceed,  had  it  not  been  for  this 
difagreeable  incident,  I  fhould  have  been 
the  complelell  female  .(quidnunc  that  ever 
appeared  in  petticoats.  To  give  as  little 
room,  as  poflible  to  the  cenfures  arifing,  from- 
my  being  fo  much  with  Mr.  Fox,  I  excufcd 
■m}'felf  from  going  as  ufual.  to  Hollzvood, 
where  a  j-iolitical  junto  met  every  week^ 
Thefe  coniifted  of  the  Duke  of  Climbcdandj  ot- 
cafionally,  but  conflantly  X.\\c  Dukes  of  Bedford 
and  Marlhoroughy  Lord's  D'licie  Mortoi,,  Mr, 
Fox,  Mr.  Charles  rownfend,,  i^c.  t^r.  &r.; 
where  the  national  concerns  where  talked 
over,  and  in  which,  but  for  the  refolntion  I 
had  taken,  I  might  have  acquired  a  know- 
ledge beyond  moft  other  women. 

My  flaying  in  town  was,  however,  pro- 
dudlive  of  one  good  confequence,.  Fv.r  by 
being  there,  I  was  the  means  of  faving  il/r. 
Calcraft  from  ruin,  and  many  individuals 
from  irreparable  lofs  or  the  greatcil  incon- 
Tcnicnce.  A  large  party  were  eone  down 
^      I  3  ^  to. 
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to  Hollwood;  and  my  determination  flill  con- 
tinuing in  force,  I  flayed  almoft  alone  in 
town,  all  the  fervants  being  there,  to  affift 
Et  the  gala,  except  the  porter,  and  my  owq 
coachman  and  poililion  ;  and  the  two  latter 
lay  at  the  ftables  in  King-Jlreet,  As  it  was 
Sunday  the  clerks  likewife  were  abfent. 

Being  thus  nearly  alone  in  Parliament -Jlrest, 
I  was  greatly  alarmed  on  Sunday  morning, 
at  feeing  my  woman  by  my  lei  fide,  the 
true  picture  of  defpair»  She  put  me  in  mind 
.  of  that  llriking  defcription  of  Shakfpeare  in 
his  fecond  part  of  Henry  the  4th. 

*"  Even  fuch  a  wretch,  fo  faint,  fo  fpiritlefs,, 

"  So  dull,  fo  dead  in  look,  io  woe-be-gone  ; 

*'  Drew  Priam's  curtain  in  the  dead  of  night  ; 

*'  And  would  have  told  him  half  Troy  was  burn'd."" 

It  was  in  vain  for  me  to  inquire  the  oc- 
eaiion  of  fuch  an  early  vifit;  the  poor  fright- 
ened creature  had  loft  the  power  of  utter- 
ance. I  waSj  however,  foon  made  acquaint- 
ed with  the  caufe,.  by  the  repeated  cry  of 
fire,  which  I  heard  in  the  ftreets. 

I  no  fooner  heard  the  alarm,  than  I  leap- 
ed out  of  bed,  and  with  only  an  under  pet- 
ticoat and  flippers  on,  for  in  my  fright,  I 
had  thrown  ofl"  my  night  cap,  I  ran  down 
ftairs.  When  I  got  into  the  hall,  I  was  in- 
formed that  the  fire  had  broke  out  at  a  bakers 
in  Cbarinel  row,  on  one  fide  of  which  was  a  coal 
a^d  wood  ihop,  and  on  the  other  lived  a  re-^ 

taller 

*  ha  lil.     Scene  3d, 
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taller  of  fpirituous  liquors  ;  both  of  which 
added  fuel  to  the  houfe  already  in  flames. 

As  the  fire  was  diredtly  oppofite  to  the 
olBccs,  where  were  lodged  the  accounts  of 
fo  many  perfons;  and  as  thefe  were  only 
divided  by  flight  partitions,  fo  that  if  the 
conflagration  reached  one,  they  mufl:  all  be 
deftroyed  ;  my  apprehenfions  were  inex- 
preflibJe.  The  flames  now  raged  with  great 
violence  ;  and  the  wind  dire(!:tlng  them  to- 
wards .our  houfe,  it  was  expedied  they 
would  communicate  to  it  in  a  few  minutes. 
Providentially  it  occurred  to  me,  to  order 
a  glazier,  who  was  come  to  aflift,  to  break 
in  the  frames  of  the  windows,  not  only  of 
our  houfe,  but  of  the  three  adjacent  ones, 
the  families  of  which  were  not  in  town. 

I  then  lent  for  all  the  chairmen  that  could 
be  got,  who  conveyed  the  books,  the  firft 
objects  of  my  care,  down  to  the  pay  ofiice. 
We  then  broke  open  the  defks>  in  which 
there  happened  to  be  only  caih  fufficient  for 
the  exigencies  of  the  next  morning  till  the 
bankers  could  be  drawn  upon.  In  a  fl"!ort 
time  the  houfe  was  as  crouded  as  a  fair  ; 
there  being  fuch  a  number  of  perfons  that 
either,  iVom  their  own  claims,  or  their  con- 
nections, were  in  Ibme  fhape  or  other  in- 
tercfted.  The  porter  had  difpatched  my 
coach msn  to  Holkvood,  with  the  alarming 
intelligence.  In  the  mean  time  I  fecured 
whatever  I    could,     and     prefervcd    every 

thins: 
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thing  in  the  offices.  The  fire,  at  length,  waS 
happily  got  under  without  reaching  our  fide 
of  the  wa}^ 

When  I  was  about  to  retire,  Colonel  Honey- 
wood  expreffed  his  apprehenfions  of  my  get- 
ting cold.  And  this  was  the  firft  moment 
that  I  recolled:ed  my  fituation.  I  now  found 
that  I  had  continued  for  four  hours,  in  the 
fame  ilate  as  I  had  leaped  frightened  from 
my  bedj  in  the  midft  of  upwards  of  a  hun- 
dred fpedators,  many  of  whom  were  Lords 
and  Commoners  who  were  come  to  my  affift- 
ance  upon  the  unfortunate  occafion. 

I  had  fcarcely  got  my  cloaths  on,  when  I 
heard  Mr.  Calirafl's  voice,  raving  like  a  bed- 
lamite, that  he  was  ruined  and  undone.  But 
upon  his  being  informed  of  the  care  I  had 
taken  to  prcferve  every  thing,  and  my  fuc- 
cefs  in  doing  fo,  I  was  once  more  his  dear 
Frejeiver ;  and  he  loaded  m.e  with,  prd' /I' s, 
which  he  thought  would  prove  the  beft  re- 
ward he  could  bellow  on  fo  difmtereflcd  a 
mind  as  mine.  And  tho'  I  was  at  that  time 
labouring  under  the  greateft  difficulties  with 
regard  to  pecuniary  matters,  I  v/as  above 
claiming  any  other. 

Being  much  prclTed  for  fome  hundreds,  I 
endeavoured  to  raife  them  of  one  of  the  fona 
of  Ifrael,  and,  to  my  future  forro.v,  fuccced- 
ed.  Afr.  Furtado,  of  Cornhill,  found  a  gen- 
tleman by  name  Morris^  who  purchafed  an- 
nuities for  a  Mr,  Davy,  a  fiLk-throwftcr,  in 

Spittle- 
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SpittlC'  fields.  This  gentleman  advanced  me 
fiv'c  hundred  pounds,  on  condition  of  my 
paying  him  one  hundred  pounds  a  year  for 
my  life,  out  of  the  hundred  and  twenty  Mr, 
Calcraft  had  fettled  on  me.  But  as  there 
could  not  be  a  line  drawn  in  the  deed  to 
make  it  a  real  file,  he  gave  me  a  written 
paper,  wherein  I  was  permitted  at  any  time  to 
redeem  it,  on  repayment  of  the  money,  with 
an  additional  fifty  pounds  by  way  of  pre- 
mium. 

About  this  period  I  was  honoured  with  a 
vifit  from  my  Watford  relation,  Mr.  Craw- 
ford.  His  vifit,  he  told  me,  was  occafioned 
by  his  being  in  great  want  of  four  hundred 
pounds,  for  three  months,  to  make  up  a 
lum  for  a  purchafe  he  had  entered  into  an 
agreement  for. 

I  had  borrowed  the  five  hundred  pounds 
by  means,  of  the  Jew,  in  order  to  repay  Mr» 
Sparks  part  of  the  fum  I  have  mentioned  that 
he  lent  me.  And  as  he  did  not  come  to  claim 
my  promife,  I  made  myfelf  eafy,  as  it  was 
ready.  I  therefore  informed  Mr.  Crawford 
that  I  could  aflift  him  with  one  half  in  mo- 
ney, and  vv'ould  let  him  have  a  pair  of  dia- 
mond undrefs  ear-rings,  on  which  he  might 
eafily  raife  the  remainder.  He  exprelfed 
himfelf  much  obliged  to  me,  took  the 
money  and  ear-rings,  and  giving  me  his  note 
for  four  hundred  pounds   payable  in  three 

months. 
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months,  went  away  with  a  promife  of  re* 
turning  pundlually  at  the  tune. 

He  came  indeed  moft  pun6lually  when 
the  note  became  due;  but  it  was  to  acquaint 
me  that  he  could  not  pay  me.  He  faid  if  I 
wanted  my  ear-rings,  Mr.  Smith  of  the  Ex- 
chequer would  advance  money  fuflicient  for 
the  redemption  of  them,  upon  our  joint 
bond.  As  I  entertained  no  doubt  of  the  man's 
honefty  or  of  his  capability,  as  his  bufinefs 
was  faid  to  be  great,  and  his  fortune  a  good 
one,  I  made  no  objedlion  to  the  propofal. 
Upon  which  he  produced  a  bond  ready  ex- 
ecuted by  himfelf,  which  I  immediately 
iigned.  This  being  a  branch  of  fcience  in 
which  I  was  not  verfed,  I  only  juft  cafl  my 
eyes  cafually  over  it,  without  reading  the 
contents,  fuppofing  that  all  was  right  and 
fair.  He  then  went  away,  and  was  to  re- 
turn with  the  ear-rings  immediately. 

I  blulh  when  I  recoiled  my  imprudence 
on  this  occalion.  But  I  was  then  unhackney- 
ed in  the  villainies  of  mankind,  and,  con- 
fcious  of  my  own  integrity,  fufpedited  not 
the  want  of  it  in  others — I  was  likewife, 
as  the  whole  of  my  conduct  fufficiently 
evinces  curfed  with  a  total  difregard  for  that 
which  is  generally  efteemed  the  greateft 
bleiEng— -I  have  learnt,  however, fince,  from 
fad  experience,  that  if  wealth  is  not  the 
greateft  good,  it  is  at  leafl  a  neceffary  evil — 
This  difregard  for  property  is  ufually  con- 

nedledj 
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nefVcdwith  genius--- An  attention  to  the  com- 
mon concerns  of  life  feems  to  be  naturally 
difouilful  to  the  fcientific  mind— And  there- 
fore  the  fons  and  daughters  of  genius,  fo 
often,  *  "  no  revenue  have,  but  their  good 
fpirits  to  feed  and  cloath  them." 

Happening  to  be  particularly  engaged 
for  the  remainder  of  the  day,  I  thought  no 
more  of  my  coufm  or  my  ear-rings,  till  the 
next  morning.  And  even  then,  when  they 
occurred  to  my  recolleftion,  I  fuppofed 
that  he  had  not  been  able  to  meet  with  Mr, 
Smith,  or  by  fome  difappointment  or  other 
was  prevented  from  calling;  and  I  remained 
perfe6lly  eafy.  But  in  a  few  days  after, 
liaving  occafion  for  my  ear-rings,  I  fent  to 
his  chambers  for  them.  When  I  was  aroufed 
from  my  confidential  ftupor,  by  the  inform- 
ation L  received ;  which  was,  that  the  gen- 
tleman had  moved  himfelf  off  to  France,  his 
affairs  being  in  a  defperate  fituation,  and 
that  he  had  taken  all  his  friends  in  to  maintain 
'hiiufelf  and  his  family, during  his  exile.  And 
what  was  doubly  mortifying  and  inconveni- 
ent to  me  was,  that  when  the  bond  was 
prcfented  for  payment  by  Mr.  Smith,  it 
appeared  to  be  for  two  hundred  pounds  in- 
ftead  of  one  hundred,  the  fum  I  fuppofed  it 
to  have  been  given  for. 

Being  about  to  enter  upon  another  topic, 
and,  likewife,  to  give  you  an  account  of  a 

tranfad:ion 
*  Hamlet,  Ad  3d,  Scene  4th. 
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tranfaftion,  which  whilfl  it  was  upon  the  ta- 
pis, made  a  great  noife  in  the  world,  let  me 
premife,  that  not  a  fingle  circumftance  Ihall 
be  related,  but  what  I  was  either  a  perlbnal 
witnefs  to,  or  from  my  own  knowledge  can 
affirm  the  trarh  of.  This  affurance  I  am  per- 
fuaded  will  reprefs  the,  falnteft  fufpicion  in 
your  mind  of  the  credibility  of  mv  account, 
notvvithllanding  it  fliould  clafli  with  the  re- 
prefentation  of  popular  clamour,  or  private 
piques. 

G.  A.  B. 


LETTER       LXVI. 

May  i6,  17—* 

IFI  A  D  now  rendered  niyfelf  fo  ufeful 
to  Mr-.  Fox,  not  only  by  copying  his 
letters,  but  by  my  conltant  attendance  in  the 
Houfe  of  CoiTimons,  during  the  feffions,  my 
retentive  faculties  being  almoft  as  extraordi- 
nary as  his  own,  that  he  beg'an  to  be  dif- 
pleafed,  at  my  not  going  to  HoUwood  as 
ufual.  He  was  alfo  more  particularly  de- 
firous  of  it  at  this  time,  as  he  wilbed,  if  pof- 
fible,  to  fix  that  weather-cock,  Charles 
'7'ozvnfrx-/id,\v\X.\\  whom  I  was  a  great  favourite. 
This  alone  induced  me  to  breakthrough  the 
refolution  I  had  formed,  and  more  fre- 
quently to  make  one  in  the  parties.  When 
they  began  to  play,  I  always  retired,  and 

as 
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as  no  Other  woman  but  myfelf  was  per~ 
mitted  to  be  there  upon  thofe  occafions,  iny 
fituation  was  not  the  moll  agreeable. 

During  the  leifure  hours  this  afforded  me, 
I  had  time  to  indulge  my  refledtions.  And 
thefe  reile<5tions  informed  me  that  I  was  rrii- 
ferable.  But  why  I  was  fo  I  knew  not.  I 
ianguifhed  for  happinefs,  without  being  able 
to  diftinguiih  what  road  I  was  to  take  in  the 
purfult  of  it.  The  thoughts  of  my  numerous 
debts  was  not  the  reafon  of  this  dejed:ion,  as 
I  was  well  affured,  that  upon  my  being  refo- 
iute.  Air.  Calcraft  would  pay  them.  Nor  was 
my  fituation  with  regard  to  him  the  bane  of 
my  tranquillity.  For  as  every  body  fuppofed 
me  married,  or  at  lead  all  fuch  as  I  wilhed  to 
do  fo,  and  I  looked  upon  it  as  an  event  which 
was  certainly  to  happen,  that  gave  me  very 
little  anxiety. 

A  depreffion  of  fpirits  which  I  could  not 
account  for,  overclouded  my  mind.  And  in 
thefe  fits  of  melancholy  I  would  indulge 
my  tears  for  hours  together.  At  length  I 
imputed  it  to  the  unwearied  attention  I  was 
obliged  to  beftow  on  the  different  employ- 
ments I  was  engaged  in.  I  therefore  re- 
folved  to  accept  an  invitation  I  had  received 
from  Mrs.  Child;  who,  with  her  hufband,  was 
fettled  at  Bruffels,  and  occafionally  went'to 
Cologn.  And  as  I  had  never  been  able  to 
fulfil  my  promife  of  paying   a  vifit  to  Fol- 

voL.  in.  K  -t-aire^ 
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tarn,  I  intended,  the  approaching  fummer,  to 
accomplifli  both. 

But  two  events  prevented  me  from  carry- 
ing my  defign  into  execution.  The  firft  in- 
deed did  not  immediately  concern  me  ;  but 
as  it  was  produd:ive  of  great  diftrefs  both  to 
tlie  family  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  our 
own,  I  fhared  in  the  unealinefs  it  occafioned. 
As  the  public  have  been  greatly  mifled  with 
regard  to  the  affair,  and  various  reports 
have  been  propagated  which  had  not  the 
leaft  foundation  in  truth,  I  will  repeat  the 
circumftances  to  you,  agreeable  to  my  pro- 
mife  at  the  conclufion  of  my  laft  letter,  as 
they  really  happened. 

Mr.  Fox  being  upon  a  vifit  to  his  brother. 
Lord  Ilchejler,  Mr.  Calcraft  called  at  HoUand- 
houfe,  according  to  his  ufual  cuflom,  to  en- 
quire, before  he  wrote  to  his  patron,  whether 
there  were  any  letters  for  him,  or  any  other 
bufinefs  to  inform  him  of.  One  day  as  he 
called,  he  found  Fanning,  whom  Mr.  Fox  had 
now  made  his  fteward,  in  converfation  with  a 
man  who  had  the  appearance  of  a  farm.er. 
Juft  as  Mr.  Calcraft  entered,  he  heard  Fanning 
fay,  "  I  am  fure  it  is  not  my  matter's  hand. 
*'  But  here  comes  a  gentleman  who  can  in- 
**  form  you  better  than  I  can."  Saying  this, 
he  delivered  into  Mr.  Calcraffs  hand  a  leafe. 
When  Mr.  Calcraft  had  looked  over  it,  he  de- 
clared that  the  fignature  was  not  Mr.  Fox's, 
"  Nor,"  continued  he,  "  can  there  be  fuch  a 

leafe 
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»f  leafe  really  exifting.  For  the  late  Ms. 
"  Horner  difcharged  Jyliffe  from  her  fervice, 
"  upon  account  of  his  having  married  a 
"  perfon  Ibe  did  not  approve  of;  and  it  is 
"  not  to  be  fuppofed  fhe  would  grant  him  a 
"  leafe  for  the  life  of  himfelf,  his  fon,  and 
"  that  very  wife,  for  the  imprudent  choice 
'*  of  whom  fhe  had  difmillcd  him." 
.  The  farmer  no  fooner  heard  this,  than  he 
exclaimed,  "  Then  I  am  undone  !  the  vil- 
"  lain  has  robbed  me  of  what  I  had  faved 
"  for  my  daughters'  portions  !"  Upon  a 
further  inveftigation  of  the  affair,  Mr.  Cal- 
craft  found  that  the  leafe  given  to  the  farmer 
had  been  forged,  purpolely  to  raife  money 
upon.  Mr.  Fox  had  made  this  Ajliffe  a  riding 
commiflary.  The  income  arifing  from  this 
employment  was  alone  more  than  fufficient 
to  fupport  fuch  a  family  as  his ;  but  he  had, 
in  addition  to  it,  adopted  the  profeffion  of 
buying  eftates.  As  he  was  fuppofed  to  ht 
a  good  judge  of  the  value  of  land,  Mr.  Cal- 
craft  had  impowered  him  to  purchafe  for 
him  eftates  in  Dorfetfhire.  And  /Jyliffc  had 
already  received  the  fum  of  eleven  thoufand 
pounds  from  him  for  that  purpofe.  Elfe, 
in  all  probability,  he  would  have  continued 
his  depredations  for  fome  time  longer. 

But  my  good  gentleman  no  fooner  difco- 

vered  by  this  accident  whzt  Jyliffe  had  been 

at,  than  ever  anxious  for  his  own  intereft,  he 

mmediately  fet  out  in  purfuit  of  him.     He 
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found  him  at  Salifbury  ;  where,  under  pre- 
text of  the  forgery,  he  had  him  taken  by 
proper  perfons  into  cuftody.  This  had  the 
defired  eflre(ft*  In  the  firft  emotions  of  his 
terror,  he  refunded  the  whole  of  the  eleven 
thoufand  pounds.  Mr.  Calcraft  had  him  then 
immediately  fecured  by  Jiijl'ice  Fielding's  men, 
who  had  come  in  purfuit  of  him,  in  confe- 
quence  of  an  application  from  the  farmer. 
They  clapped  a  pair  of  handcuffs  on 
him,  and  brought  him  to  town.  When  he 
was  committed,  an  exprefs  was  fent  off  to 
Mr.  Foa:,.  who  flill  continued  a.t  Lord IlcbeJIer*s, 
to  inform  him  of  the  tranfadtion.  And  I 
can  take  upon  me  to  affirm,  that  the  frji 
knowledge  that  gentleman  had  of  it  was,  af- 
ter Ajliffe  flood  committed  for  trial.  M}\ 
Fox  was  unjuftly  cenfured  upon  this  occafion, 
as  indeed  he  was  upon  many  others,  where 
his  Commis  had  all  the  emoluments,  and  he  all 
the  odium, 

1  ne nntiappy  man,  folicitous  for  life,  fcnt 
his  wife  to  me,  after  his  convi(5tion,  to  in- 
treat  that  I  would  ufe  my  intereft  in  his  fa- 
vour with  his  injured  mafter,  and  requeft  of 
him,  that  he  would  apply  to  his  Majefty  to 
extend  his  mercy  towards  him.  At  the  fame 
time  he  wrote  to  Mr,  Fox,  who  was  now  in 
town,  and  whom  I  perceived  to  be  greatly 
Ihocked  at  the  affair.  In  his  letter,  he  re- 
quefted  that  gentleman's forgivcnefs;  and  ac- 
knovvledginghimfelf  the  mofl  ungrateful  of 

men, 
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men,  promifed  that  if  he  would  but  fave 
him  from  his  merited  fentence,  his  whole  life 
fhould  be  employed  in  endeavouring  to  de- 
ferve  the  mercy,  and  to  atone  for  the  enor- 
mities he  had  been  guilty  of. 

But  the  very  fame  hour,  he  wrote  to  Mr. 
Pitt,  who  was  then  minifter,  to  inform  him, 
that  if  he  would  refcue  him  from  his  ap- 
proaching fate,  he  would  difcover  fuch  m- 
quitous  praBices  oi  his  late  employer,  as  fhould 
fully  repay  the  faving  him.  Mr.  Pitt,  with 
a  liberality  of  fentiment  which  docs  honour 
to  his  memory,  lent  the  wretch's  letter  im- 
mediately to  Mr.  Fox.  That  gentleman  re- 
ceived it  as  he  was  preparing  to  go  to  court 
on  purpofe  to  folicit  the  prifoner's  pardon. 
But  this  difcovery  of  his  bafenefs  now  ren- 
dered it  impoffible;  as  fuch  an  application 
would  have  carried  with  it  a  declaration  of 
his  being  in  the  villain's  power,  and  that  he 
was  apprehenfive  of  his  putting  his  threats 
i-nto  execution.  No  interceffion  was  of  courfe 
made  for  him,  and  he  fuffered  the  due  re- 
ward of  his  crimes. 

Thus  did  this  wretched  being  fall  a  vic- 
tim to  his  unparalleled  ingratitude  and  du- 
plicity. And  by  him  was  this  beft  of  maf- 
ters  repaid  for  all  his  kindnefs,  in  the  fame 
manner  as:  he  was  by  the  generality  of  his 
dependents.  To  wind  up  the  tragical  ftory, 
I  muft  add,  that  poor  Fanning,  who  was  the 
innocent  caufe  of  bringing  the  affair  to  light, 
K  3  was 
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was  deprived  of  fenfe  and  life  in  confequence 
of  it. — I  need  not  inform  you,  that  a  very 
different  turn  has  been  given  to  the  fore- 
going incident  by  Mr.  Fox's  enemies.  Pre- 
judice and  enmity  have  painted  his  conduft 
upon  the  occalion  in  the  blackeft  light.  But 
the  good  man,  armed  with  that  "  ftrongeft 
'^  of  breafl-plates,  a  heart  untainted,"  fet 
the  fhafts  of  calumny  at  defiance. 

As  I  was  now  in  a  iituation,  which  pre- 
vented my  being  able  to  travel,  it  was  im- 
prafticable  for  me  to  take  my  intended  trip 
to  the  continent.  I  was  therefere  obliged  to 
make  a  virtue  of  neceffity,  and  content  my- 
lelf  as  well  as  I  could  at  home.  I  had  ufually 
three  or  four  ladies  with  me,  befides  birds 
of  paflage,  the  great  people  not  making  their 
parties  in  fummer.  On  the  fourth  of  Sep- 
tember I  was  taken  ill,  and  before  DoBor 
Hunter  could  come  from  London,  I  was,  by 
the  help  of  a  country  midwife,  brought  to= 
bed  of  a  fon,  which  Mr.  Fox:  named  after 
himfelf,  Henry  Fox  Calcraft, 

I  had  lain  in  about  four  or  five  days,  and 
was  infinitely  better  than  could  be  expe^ed, 
when  my  gentleman  favoured  me  with  a  vi-^ 
lit,  to  inform  me  that  he  had  received  a  let- 
ter froni  Mr.  Davy,  defiring  payment  of  the 
annuity.  As  I  had  never  afked  Mr.  Calcraft 
for  a  fhilling  upon  it,  he  entertained  great 
hopes  that  it  had  been  quite  obliterated. 
Being  much  difpleafed  with  his  fpeaking  ta 

me 
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me  on  pecuniary  fubjedts  at  fo  Improper  a 
time,  I  defired  that  he  would  immediately- 
quit  the  room,  pay  the  money,  and  fulfil  his 
contract.  The  latter,  I  aflured  him,  I  would 
infiil  upon  his  doing,  as  foon  as  ever  I  was 
able  to  leave  my  apartment ;  for  I  was  not 
unacquainted  with  the  deception  he  had 
pradrifed  upon  me  relative  to  his  patron's 
difapprobation  of  his  marrying  me,  as  well 
as  with  his  having  impofed  upon  him  alfo. 
Struck  with  this  reproach,  he  haftily  quitted 
me,  muttering,  as  he  went,  fomething  about 
my  extravagance. 

When  he  was  gone,  I  complained  to  a 
lady,  who  was  upon  a  vllit  to  me,  and  who  pro- 
feffed  herfelf  my  friend,  of  Mr.  Calcraft's  bru- 
tality. In  troubling  me  about  fuch  a  trifle,  at 
fo  critical  a  juncture,  when  I  had  not  only 
fpent  all  that  I  got  at  the  theatre  in  enter- 
taining his  company,  and  fupplying  his  bro- 
ther and  lifter,  but  had  llkewife  involved 
myfelf  in  debt  for  that  purpofe.  Befides 
which,  I  had  made  it  my  ftudy  to  ferve  him 
in  his  profeffion,  and  had  done  It  fo  effec- 
tually, that  to  me  he  was  indebted  for  the 
prefent  extenflve  ftate  of  his  bufinefs.  My 
friendly  Intimate  obferving,  that  I  was  more 
empaffioned  than  ufual ;  and  having  private 
reafons  for  wilhing  me  removed  from  my  pre- 
fent fituation,  either  by  death  or  refentment ; 
fhe  took  an  opportunity  fo  favourable  to 
her  wilhes  to  inform  me,  that  the  man  whom 

I  looked 
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I  looked  upon  as  my  hufband,  neither  was, 
nor,  in  all  probability,  would  ever  be  fo; 
as  he  had  been  married  fome  years  before 
he  knew  me,  to  a  young  woman  at  Gran- 
tham, who  then  refided  with  an  aunt  of  his, 
named  Moore. 

Struck  with  inftant  madnefs  by  fuch  un- 
expected information,  I  leaped  out  of  bed, 
in  order  to  find  the  cruel  impollor,  and 
revenge  myfeif  upon  him.  But  before  I 
could  reach  the  door,  I  fell  down  fenfelefs, 
and  to  all  appearance  dead.  Nurfe  Carter, 
Vv^ho  had  lived  with  me  many  years,  and  had 
bred  up  all  my  children,  aflifted  by  the  lady 
that  had  reduced  me  to  this  condition,  re- 
placed me  in  my  bed. 

When  I  recovered  my  fenfes,  I  was  in 
fuch  excrutiating  pain,  particularly  in  my 
iide,  that  I  could  not  fpeak.  I  had  no 
breath  but  v;hat  I  gafped  for.  A  meffenger 
was  immediately  difpatched  for  Mr,  Adair, 
and  Doufor  Hunter.  At  firlt  it  was  concluded 
by  thofe  gentlemen  that  my  illnefs  was  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  ignorance  of  the  woman 
who  laid  me.  But  they  were  affured  by  the 
nurfcs  that  it  could  not  arife  in  any  Ihape 
from  her  fault,  as  I  had  been  fo  uncommonly 
well,  even  at  that  early  period,  as  to  permit 
them  to  leave  me,  whilft  a  lady  who  was 
upon  a  vifit,  and  I,  entertained  ourfelves  in 
converfation  together.  This  was  the  account 
which  my  nurfes  gave  the  phyfical  gentle- 
men : 
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men  ;  as  they  were  as  ignorant  of  the  real 
caufe  of  my  iUncfs,  as  they  were  them- 
felves.  Even  Mr.  /Ida'ir,  the  friend  I  con- 
fided in,  knew  nothing  of  the  tranfadion, 
my  delirium  being  fuch  that  I  could  not 
inform  him.  In  the  violence  of  my  rage  I 
attempted  to  deftroy  poor  good  Carter 
who  wifhed  to  prevent  me  from  deflroying 
her  mafter  and  myfelf.  Happy  had  the 
moment  been  when  I  heard  the  fatal  intel- 
ligence, had  I  really  been  deprived  of  a 
wretched  life. 

Mr.  Calcraft  was  now  really  frantic.  And 
my  illnefs  increafing,  it  baffled  all  the  ikill 
of  the  learned  fons  of  ^fculapius;  fo  that 
every  night  was  prophefied  to  be  my  lafl. 
I  had  no  refpiration  but  when  a  vein  was 
opened.  Had  I  lain  down  in  bed,  1 
fhould  have  been  fuffocated.  I  was  there- 
fore obliged  to  reft  upon  the  ihoulder  of 
.^^'^!',  :;::i'c  alternately.  Mr.  Adah's  care  af 
me  was  unremitted.  And  though  his  nu- 
merous patients  claimed  his  attendance 
every  day  in  town,  he  returned  every  eve- 
ning to  HoUwood,  in  order  to  give  me 
what  relief  he  could;  for  the  tortures  1  en- 
dured were  incxpreffible. 

After  fuffering,  for  feveral  weeks,  more 
than  human  nature  could  be  fuppofed  able 
to  fuftain  ;  and  having  had  recourfe  to  al- 
moft  every  remedy  in  the  materia  mcdica;  my 
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death  warrant  was  concluded  to  be  figned 
for  one  o'clock  the  next  morning.  An  hour 
that  I  ardently  wifhed  for  ;  but  which,  at 
the  fame  time,  made  me  anxious  to  fee  a 
gentleman  from  London  before  its  arrival. 
The  gentleman  came  down  the  moment  hs 
received  notice  of  my  danger.  And  the 
bufinefs  being  fettled  for  which  he  came,  I 
was  wholly  refigned,  and  waited  my  vifita- 
tion  with  the  longing  of  a  bride. 

My  mind  was  now  perfectly  tranquil.  The 
world  was  lofl  to  me,  as  well  as  the  recol- 
lex5>ion  of  the  injuries  I  had  received.  In 
this  ftate,  I  fell  into  a  fweet  fleep,  which  was 
attended  with  a  mod  fingular  dream.  And 
ka  I  have  reafon  to  confider  it  a  fare  pre- 
fage  of  the  calamities  I  have  iince  fufFered, 
I  will  here  relate  it.  I  imagined  I  was  re- 
leafed  from  all  my  cares,  and  an  inhabitant 
of  Heaven.  My  dellined  appointment, 
when  I  got  there,  was  to  light  fifty  lamps. 
I  entered  upon  my  employment,  and  exe- 
cuted it  with  eafe,  till  I  came  to  the  laft 
lamp,  which  I  broke  in  the  attempt.  The 
uneafinefs  this  occafioned  put  an  end  at  once 
to  my  dream  and  fleep,  and  I  awoke  in  the 
gteatefl  agitations. 

In  the  morning  my  vifitant  of  the  day 
before,  came  to  take,  as  he  thought,  a  laft 
farewell.  I  informed  him  of  my  dream. 
He  heard  it  with  manifeft  pain,  mingled  v,^ith 

pity. 
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pity.  «  My  dear  child,  faid  he,  you  are 
"  deftined  to  fuffer  a  long  life  of  mifery  and 
"  difappointment.  I  wifli  you  may  be  as 
"  refigned  when  your  hour  of  vifitation  (hall 
"  come  as  you  now  are.  I  own  I  could  have 
"  wifhed  it  had  been  paffed."  The  holy 
feer  was  infpired  with  the  gift  of  prophccv 
as  the  fequel  of  my  ftory  will  too  fatally  c- 
evince. 

.    I  was  fome  time  after  informed,  that  the 
evening  my  vifitor  arrived,    Do^or   Francis 
endeavoured  to  engage  him  in  a  controver- 
fial  difcourfe,    during  fupper,    in   order  to 
Ihow  his  fuperior  talents.  Mr.  Darcy  (which 
was  the  gentleman's  name)    feemed  to  '  de- 
cline a  converfation  that  might  terminate  in 
difpute.     But  the  Dodior  having  been  wit- 
nels  to  the  ignorance  of  a  great  number  of 
his  countrymen,  (he  was  from  Ireland,)  who 
had  been  fent  over  from  the  lowed  ranks  of 
that   people,   as  fervitors   to  fome  colleges 
abroad,    and    after   acquiring    a   little   bad 
Latin,  become  either  ^thufiafls,  hypocrites, 
or  libertines,  and  fuppofe  themfelves  quali- 
fied to  difpenfe  abfolutions,  without  fcarcely 
knowing  what  the  word  means,   concluded 
this  gentleman  to  be  one  of  the  fame  flamp. 
He  was  on  the  contrary  a  found  theologift, 
ind  united  to  great  learning,  a  gentlenefs  of 

^^^^T^'    ^"^^    ^    natural    politenefs,    that 
^ould  have  graced  a  court. 
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I  would  not  be  underftood  to  mean  from 
what  I  have  juft  faid,  that  the  catholic  clergy 
of  Ireland  are  all  in  the  fame  predicament. 
To  m}^  own  knowledge,  the  late  Mr,  Archer 
and  Air,  Richard/on,  were  ornaments  to  the 
world,  and  the  religion  they  profeffedj  as  is 
the  prefent  Mr.  O'Leary,  who  with  unaffeft- 
ed  piety,  is  bleft  with  that  innocent  chear- 
fulnefs,  which  joined  to  his  brilliant  wit, 
and  found  underllanding,  makes  him  the 
admired  darling  of  all  who  have  the  happU 
nefs  of  knowing  him. 

The  Dodior  very  illiberally,  as  being  one 
of  the  family,  and  filling  himfelf  the  chap- 
lain, continued  the  attack  ;  till  Mr.  Darcy, 
being  neceffitated  to  reply,  foon  confuted 
him  ;  and  convinced  the  company,  who  all 
bellowed  deferved  praife  on  him,  that  he 
was  deeply  read  in  divinity;  whilfl  the  fu- 
perficial  Dodlor  had  made  more  proficiency 
in  the  fludy  of  wine  than  of  holy  writ.  The 
confequcnce  of  this  converfation  was,  that 
two  ladies  who  were  prefent,  convinced 'of 
the  fuperiority  of  Mr.  Darcfs,  arguments, 
were  in  a  very  fhcrt  time  introduced  by  that 
good  man  into  the  bofom  of  the  mother 
church. 

G.  A.  B. 
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LETTER      LXVn. 

June  10,  17—. 

I  REMAINED  in  the  dreadful  condi- 
tion defcribed  in  my  laft  letter,  for  fe- 
veral  weeks.  At  tlie  expiration  of  that 
time  I  was  removed  to  town  ;  when  a  con- 
fultation  of  the  medical  gentlemen  was  held 
twice  a  da)''.  All  their  confultations,  howe- 
ver, were  of  no  fervice  to  me.  Not  one  out 
of  nine  of  the  moft  eminent  of  the  profef- 
fion  who  were  called  in  upon  the  occa- 
lion,  could  even  guefs  at  my  diforder.  One 
termed  it  an  adhefion.  Another  an  impof- 
tume.  And  two  or  three  were  fully  per- 
fuaded  that  1  had  no  lungs  left. 

In  this  manner  they  j-)€rfecuted  me  till 
near  Chrillmas,  Till  at  lall  defpairing  of 
being  able  to  afford  me  any  relief, and  alham- 
ed  to  take  fuch  fums  without  any  apparent 
benefit,  they  all  left  me  to  my  fate.  My 
watchful  and  humane  friend,  Mr,  Adair, 
indeed,  continued  his  ufual  afEduity.  And 
feeing  that  my  other  phyficians  had  not 
rendered  me  any  fervice,  he  brought  to  me, 
by  ftealth,  DoElor  Lucas.  Though  this  gen- 
tleman*s  profeflional  merit  w^as  very  great, 
yet  as  his  political  principles  were  fo  differ- 
ent rffom  our  own,  his  introdudtion  to  our 
houfe  was  efteemed  reprehenfible. 

Douior  Lucas  foon  found  out  what  had 
puzzled  fo  many  of  the  fraternity,  the  real 
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flate  of  my  diforder.  He  pronounced  it 
to  be  a  confirmed  abfcefs  in  my  lungs; 
as  it  afterwards  proved  to  be.  And  inform- 
ed me,  that  if  it  broke  whilfll  dozed,  for  I 
could  not  lleep,  it  would  in  all  probability 
choak  me.  He  had  attended  me  in  my 
early  days  in  Dublin.  He  then  adted  as  an 
apothecary.  But  being  allowed  one  of  the 
beit  chemifts  in  the  kingdom,  he  obtained 
a  diploma.  Yet  he  flill  prepared  his  own 
prefcriptions  himfelf.  Notwithftanding  the 
dodlor  had  loft  an  eye  analizing  fome 
drug,  he  was  not  only  a  fon  of  Apollo  in 
medicine,  but  likewife  in  love,  and  he  fet 
off  upon  his  entrance  into  his  new  line,  as 
im  gallant  homme. 

When  he  had  properly  prepared  me,  by 
fuch  medicines  as  he  thought  neceflary,  he 
fent  me  to  the  hot- wells  at  Briftol  to  keep 
jny  Chriftmas.  At  that  feafon  of  the  year, 
the  Wells  are  only  frequented  by  emaciated 
wretches,  who  are  fent  there  to  receive  their 
quietus.  I  had  totally  loft  the  ufe  of  my 
limbs,  could  not  lift  my  hand  to  my  head, 
and  was  carried  like  a  child,  in  the  fervant's 
arms.  During  the  journey,  I  was  ordered 
not  to  make  my  ftages  more  than  twenty 
miles  a  day.  And  notwithftanding  it  was 
intenfely  cold  weather,  I  was  obligfd  to 
travel  with  the  windows  of  the  chaife  dowm. 
As  I  was  well  known  on  that  road,  the  maf- 
ters  and  miftrefles  of  the  inns  feemed   by 

their 
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their  looks  to  take  a  laft  leave  of  me,  and  to 
regret  the  lofs  of  fo  good  cuftomer  as  I  had 
been  to  them. 

Mrs.  Sparks^  the  wife  of  Mr.  Sparks  the 
comedian,  left  her  family  to  accompany  me. 
For  my  dear  Mifs  Meredith  had  been  obliged 
to  return  to  France  upon  account  of  the  fame 
complaint  which  had  occafioned  her  to  viiit 
that  kingdom  before.  The  two  nurfes  and 
fervants  made  a  confiderable  fuit.  Indeed, 
I  fliould  not  have  been  in  the  leaf!  con- 
cerned, had  I  fpent  Qikrafi's  whole  fortune 
upon  the  occafion.  My  rcfentment  had 
returned,  and  I  would  not  permit  him  to 
take  leave  of  me,  or  even  fuffer  his  name 
to  be  mentioned  in  my  prefcnce. 

After  a  feries  of  painful  journies,  I  arrived 
at  the  Wells;  where  the  objed:s  that  appear- 
ed before  me,  the  dreary  profpedV,  and  the 
difrnal  tolling  of  Clifton  bell,  prefented 
nothing  but  a  fcene  of  horror  to  my  ima- 
gination. I  was  configncd  to  the  care  of 
Do^or  Ford,  and  ordered  to  drink  port 
wine  and  punch.  As  I  had  never  tailed 
either  of  thofe  liquors  before,  having  been 
accuftomed  to  wine  and  water,  the  prefcrib- 
ed  beverage  was  by  no  means  pleafing  to 
me.  But  the  lancet  had  been  fo  often  ufed, 
that  from  my  exhaufted  habit,  a  dropfy  was 
apprehended,  even  if  I  Ihould  get  the  bet- 
ter  of  my  other  complaint. 

At  length  the  abfcefs  broke  while  I  was 
L  2  taking 
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taking  an  airing.  I  hurried  back,  and  Dvc- 
tor  Ford  (to  whofe  care  and  attention  I  am 
much  indebted)  being  fent  for,  he  ordered 
ipe  immediately  down  to  the  pump-room. 
I  was  there  drenched  with  the  water.  He 
then  diredled  that  I  fhould  be  put  to  bed  be- 
tween the  blankets,  well  warmed,  and  fome 
burnt  brandy  given  me.  This  being  done, 
I  lay  down,  for  the  firft  time  I  had  been  able 
to  do  fo  for  above  four  months.  As  foon  as  I 
was  in  bed  I  fell  aileep,  and  did  not  awake 
for  eighteen  hours.  During  that  time  I  flept 
fo  ftilly,  that  it  was  often  thought  by  thole 
about  me,  that  I  had  ftolen  a  march  into 
the  other  world.  They  frequently  put  a 
glafs  to  my  mouth,  fo  doubtful  were  thej' 
of  my  retaining  any  figns  of  fenfation; 
but  ftill  perceiving  refpiration,  they  were  in 
hopes  that  my  fleep  would  prove  cordial 
to  my  vital  powers,,  and  tend  to  my  re- 
covery. 

It  was  not  to  be  expected,  however,  that 
my  recovery  ihould  be  fo  inftantaneous  as  ic 
proved  to  be.  For  when  I  awoke,  I  was  not 
only  able  to  fland,  but  to  walk  into  the  next 
room.  The  caufe  of  my  diforder  being  thus 
happily  removed,  I  recovered  ftrength  every 
day.  Upon  which  I  reiblved  to  leave  my 
prefcnt  melancholy  abode,  and  return  to 
town.  And  beingat  the  fame  time  determined 
that  I  would  not  go  back  again  to  Mr.   Cal- 

crafVs 
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(raft's,  I  wrote  to  my  mother,  to  defire  Ihe 
would  let  me  have  her  houfe. 

The  houfe  in  Brewer-flreet,  which  former- 
ly belonged  to  Mr,  Calcraft,  had  been  taken 
by  her,  and  Ihe  let  it  out  to  perfons  of  for- 
tune, thereby  making  a  confiderable  addi- 
tion to  her  income.  Though  Ihe  had  more 
than  fufficient  to  maintain  her,  yet  Ihe  was 
fo  fond  of  dependents,  that  Ihe  was  always 
complaining  of  being  diftreft.  She  had  no 
reafon,  indeed,  to  complain  of  me  in  that 
point.  As  I  never  knew  the  value  of  mo- 
ney, it  would  have  been  rather  extraordi- 
nary if  my  mother  was  the  lafl  perfon  that 
received  pecuniary  tokens  of  my  regard. 

She  had  formed  an  intimacy  with  the  widow 
of  the  well  known  Do5for  Furcell.  This  lady, 
who  was  (ifter  to  DoElor  IVarburton,  Biihop  of 
Gloucefter,  had  changed  her  name  by  a  fe- 
cond  marriage  to  Lock.  Her  only  gratifica- 
tion was  that  of  the  table.  And  as  flie 
was  not  poflelTed  of  any  property,  my 
liberal  parent  greatly  diflrefled  herfelf  to 
grant  Mrs.  Lock  fuch  temporary  fupplies  as 
were  neceffary  for  the  fupport  of  that  good 
living  Ihe  would  be  indulged  in.  So  that, 
at  her  death,  the  fum  amounted  to  up- 
wards of  feven  hundred  pounds. 

My  mother,  though   much    hurt   at  the 
circumftance    which   occafioned  my  leaving 
Parliament-flreet,  and    rendered  this  appli- 
cation needful,  readily   confented  to  admit 
L  3  i^c 
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me  as  a  tenant.  She  accordingly  wrote  me 
word,  that  her  houfe  Ihould  be  prepared  for 
my  reception.  As  foon  as  Mt\  Calcraft  ob- 
tained a  knowledge  of  my  defign,  he  was 
like  a  madman.  He  feared,  as  he  had  great 
reafon  to  do,  that  I  fhould  make  no  fecret 
of  my  motive  for  quitting  his  houfe.  Ma- 
ny of  thofe  who  employed  him,  did  fo,  out 
of  partiality  to  me.  Lord  lyrawley,  notw^ith- 
llanding  there  had  been  fome  coolnefs  be- 
tweeen  us,  would  not  fland  tamely  by  and  fee 
me  ill  treated*  Nor  was  his  Lordfliip  only 
to  be  feared,  but  my  brother;  who  would 
face  a  lion.  Thefe  coniiderations  had  their 
due  weight  with  him,  and  occasioned,  more 
than  tendernefs,  his  agitations. 

Befides,  my  prefiding  at  his  table  was  2 
cireumftance  of  no  little  importance  to  him» 
as  my  conne<flions  were  fo  refped:able,  and  I 
had  fuch  a  number  of  patroneffes  among  the 
firft  ranks.  But  what  weighed  more  thart 
any  other  confideration  with  him,  and  in- 
duced him  to  make  me  repeated  promifes  of 
paying  all  my  debts,  was  the  expedtation  of 
the  death  of  my  friend  M'lfi  Meredith..  This 
young  lady  was  now  given  over  by  her  phy- 
ficians,  and  as  fhe  was  fuppofed  to  have 
made  a  will  In  my  favour,  he  concluded  that 
when  the  event  took  place,  my  fpirit  would 
not  fuffer  me  to  lie  under  an  obligation  to 
anyone,  particularly  to  a  perfon  I  avowedly 
detefted.   So  that  he  thought  he  could  make 
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me  thefc  promifes,  without  any  apprehen- 
lion  of  his  being  required  to  fulfil  them. 

He  accordingly  wrote  to  Mrs.  Sparks,  dc- 
firing  Ihe  would  find  an  opportunity  of  com- 
municating the  contents  of  his  letters  to  me, 
which  confifted  of  a  profufion  of  profeffions 
and  promifes.  As  he  knew  that  I  law  no  one 
but  her,  whofe  intereft  made  her  his  friend  *, 
he  was  well  aflured  nothing  which  paffed 
upon  this  occafion  would  tranfpire.  His 
name  threw  me  into  fuch  agitations,  that 
Mrs.  Sparks  much  feared  to  mention  it.  But 
as  he  grew  more  preffing  every  poft,  for  her 
to  conjure  me  to  receive  a  letter  from  him, 
or  at  lead  to  permit  her  to  read  to  me  what 
he  wrote  to  her,  fhe  ventured  to  fpeak  to 
me  upon  the  fubjed:. 

Upon  my  determining  to  return  to  Lon- 
don, I  had  wrote  to  my  long-confulted  ora- 
cle Mr.  ^/m,  acquainting  him  with  my 
lituation,  and  requefting  his  advice.  The 
good  man  wrote  me  for  anfwer,  that  he 
would  not  advife  me  to  make  the  rupture 
public,  nor  by  any  means  to  quit  Parliament- 
ftreet,  till  the  whole  of  my  debts  were  dif- 
charged  ;  and  even  when  I  was  a  clear  wo- 
man, not  to  ftir  till  I  was  amply  provided 
for.  Had  that  gentleman  duly  confidered  of 
the  advice  he  gave  me,  he  mull  have  known, 

that 


*  Mr.  Calcraft  had,  at  that  time,  three  fhares  in  the  theatre, 
and  was^  in  fuppofnion  of  purchafing  the  patent;  when  Mr.. 
Sj>arks  had  the  promife  of  being  a^ing  manager. 
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that  going  back  was  the  only  metTiod  to  pre- 
vent a  completion  of  the  other  part  of  his 
dired:ions.  I  was  really  well  perfuaded  that 
when  Mr.  Calcraft  had  gained  his  purpofe, 
that  of  my  returning  to  him,  he  would  foon 
forget  his  promifes^  His  fordid  difpoiition 
was  not  to  be  prevailed  upon  to  part  with  a 
capital  fum,  unlefs  incited  to  it  by  compul- 
lion  or  fear.  But  as  my  worthy  friend  pof- 
felfed  a  heart  replete  with  generous  fenti- 
ments,  he  was  led  to  judge  of  others  by  hi'S 
own. 

After  many  attempts,  iVfrj.  Sparks,  at  length, 
prevailed  upon  me  to  read  one  of  Afr.  Cal- 
craft\  letters.  He  conjured  me  in  it,  for  the 
fake  of  humanity,  for  my  childrens  fake, 
and  for  my  own,  to  return  to  him.  He 
bound  himfelf,  by  the  facred  name  of  his 
Creator,  to  pay  my  debts  in  three  months. 
He  concluded  with  urging  the  violence  of 
his  paflion,  and  informed  me  that  he  had  in- 
treated  fom.e  friend  to  deprecate  my  anger. 
This  friend,  probably,  was  the  Do<^or. 

But  thefe  folicitations  would  have  proved 
inefFediual,  had  not  Mr,  -^'mh  advice  coin- 
cided with  them.  At  laft,  wearied  with 
thefe  teafings;  fick  of  the  Wells;  and  toler- 
ably recovered;  I  returned  to  the  hated  man- 
lion,  and  to  its  mare  hated  mafter.  This, 
however,  I  would  only  confent  to  do,  upon 
the  exprefs  conditions,  that  he  fhould  never 
attempt  to  fee  or  fpeak  to  me  alone,  and 
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that  he  Ihould  be  piindlual  in  paying  my 
debts,  according  to  his  propofal.  Thefe 
articles  he  readily  acceded  to.  And  I  verily 
believe,  that  if  I  had  then  requefted  him  to 
take  a  ftep  to  the  moon,  and  endeavour 
to  prevail  upon  that  luminary  to  make  me  a 
vifir,  he  would  have  piomifed  to  do  fo;  and 
with  the  fame  intention  of  fulfilling  his  pro- 
mife.  There  might,  however,  have  been 
fome  fparks  of  affedtion  ftill  remaining  in 
his  bofom,  kept  alive  by  the  confequcnces 
of  our  union.  And  the  regret  he  felt,  when 
I  was  fuppofed  to  be  beyond  all  hope  of  re- 
covery, might  make  the  favage  believe  he 
felt  fomething  like  tendernefs.  But,  ah  !■ 
how  unlike  the  tendernefs  to  which  the 
chords  of  my  heart  could  only  vibrate ! 

I  am  almoll  tempted,  at  times,  to  envy 
thofe  who  are  born  with  an  infeniible  heart. 
— Happy  people  !  (I  am  fometimes  on  the 
point  of  crying  out)  happy  people  !  w^ho 
pafs  through  life  in  a  ftate  of  enviable  tran- 
quillity.— If  ye  do  not  tafte,  in  an  exquijite 
manner,  of  the  pleafures  this  fublunary  flatc 
affords ;  neither  do  the  pains,  wdth  which  it 
abounds,  pimgently  affedt  you.  And  as  the 
former  are  uncertain  and  tranfitory,  and  the 
latter  fure  and  lafling,  ye  are  gainers  by  the 
allotment. — So  wife  a  man,  as  Zeno  is  faid  to 
be,  could  never  have  taught  the  do6lrlne  of 
Stoicifm,  nor  his  followers,  the  moft  fenfible 
oftheGreekSj  have  embraced  it,  had  there 

not 
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not  been  fome  rational  foundation  for  it,  and 
the  infenfibility  it  enjoins  deiirable. — Had 
thy  days,  O  Sterne,  been  fpared  to  the  united 
wifhes  of  the  lovers  of  genius,  and  thou  hadft 
attained  a  good  old  age,  it  is  a  doubt,  whe- 
ther, upon  a  review  of  thy  life,  thou  v/ouldfc^ 
not  have  exchanged,  had  it  been  in  thy 
power,  thy  fufceptibility ^  (and,  furely,  no 
mortal  was  ever  endowed  with  a  greater  por^- 
tion)  for  this  unfeeling  Stoicifm'.— Impious 
thought  !  it  admits  not  of  a  doubt.-— Thou 
-wouldll:  rather  have  exclaimed  with  me, 
**  Give  me  m^y  fufceptibility,  though  it  be 
^'  attended  with  more  than  proportionate  un- 
'^  happinefs !— The  pleafures  flowing  from 
"  love  and  from  philanthropy,  neither  of 
'*  which  can  ever  find  a  refidence  in  a  Stoic's 
*'  bofom,  fully  compenfate  for  the  aug- 
**  mented  pains  !" 

As  I  wa'ite  from  the  heart,  my  pen,  not- 
withftanding  my  affurances  that  I  would 
check  its  failles,  has  again,  Pegafus  like, 
run  away  with  me.—- -And  fo  I  fear  it  will  do 
to  the  end  of  the  chapter. 

G.  A.  B, 
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LETTER        LXVIII. 

June  19,   17— 

YOU  now  find  me  once  more  injlatu  quo, 
doing  again  the  honours  of  Mr,  Cal- 
craft's  table,  and  receiving  the  congratula- 
tions of  my  numerous  friends  upon  the  oc- 
caiion.  A  fnort  time  after  my  recovery,  a 
demand  was  made  from  the  Treafury  of  the 
government  plate  left  us  by  the  late  unfor- 
tunate General  Braddock.  The  demand  was 
rejecfted.  Upon  which,  a  fuit  was  commenc- 
ed. But  that  failing,  we  were  left  in  poflef- 
fion  of  the  royal  donation,  and  the  lions, 
unicorns,  and  hares,  made  their  appearance 
at  table. 

1  now  received  the  news  of  Mifs  Mered/Jh's 
death.  She  had  bequeathed  to  me  five  hun- 
dred pounds,  together  with  the  twelve  hun- 
dred pounds  I  was  indebted  to  her ;  her 
jewels,  which  I  have  reafon  to  believe  coft 
near  two  thoufand ;  and  all  hefr  beft  laces, 
which  were  of  great  value.  I  regretted  the 
lofs  of  this  valuable  young  lady  moH:  fin- 
cerely,  and  mourned  for  her  inwardly  as  well 
as  outwardly.  Her  legacy  was  of  great  fer- 
vlce  to  me,  as  I  was  not  engaged  this  feafon 
at  the  theatre,  and  had  been  obliged  to 
borrow  upon  fome  of  my  diamonds,  in  order 

to 
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to  defray  my  prefent  expences,  depending 
u^on Mr. Calcrafi's  performing  his  promife,  at 
the  expiration  of  the  time  agreed. 

But  this  was  a  trifling  confideration,  when 
placed  in  the  fcale  againlt  the  lofs  of  an  inva- 
luable friend,  whom  I  loved,  and  I  fhall  ever 
lament.  But  I  was  born  to  outlive  thofe  who 
loved  me;  and  at  this  juncture  I  have  not  a 
friend  upon  earth,  but  fuch  as  humanity  has 
induced  to  be  fo ;  no  chearful  intimate,  no 
perfon,  in  whofe  friendly  bofom  I  can  re- 
pofe  my  cares.  Nor, were  I  poflefled,  through 
a  reverfe  of  fortune,  of  any  unforefeen  hap- 
pinefs,  can  I  fay  that  a  being  exifls  who 
would  fhare  my  joy. 

My  departed  friend  had  conceived  an  af- 
fedlion  for  the  Duke  of  Kingjlon.  The  Duke 
encouraged  the  propenfity  for  fome  time, 
but  at  length  deflroyed  all  her  hopes  of  hap- 
pinefs^  by  another  attachment.  "With  a 
conftitution  extremely  delicate,  and  fenii- 
ments  equally  fo,  Ihe  could  not,  although 
endowed  with  more  than  a  common  fhare  of 
good  fenfe,  fupprefs  her  pafEon.  "  Like 
*'  a  worm  i'th  bud,  it  fed  upon  her  damafk 
**  cheek,''  and  put  an  end  to  her  exiil:- 
ence. 

By  her  will,  fhe  left  his  Grace  a  gold  box, 
in  the  lid  of  which  was  her  piifture.  It  fell 
to  my  lot  to  deliver  it  to  him.  A  commif- 
fion  that  was  rather  aukward  for  me,  as  his 
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Grace  had  been  a  profeffed  admirer  of  mine, 
though  not  2.n  honourable  one,  as  my^friend  had 
fondly  hoped  he  would  have  been  to  her. 
Having  wrote  to  give  the  Duke  information 
of  his  bequeft,  he  called  upon  me  to  receive 
it.  When  I  prefented  it  to  him,  I  told  him, 
i  willied  there  had  been  two  pitlures,  that  I  alfo 
might  have  had  the  counterfeit  refemblance 
of  a  perfon  I  loved  fo  well.  Upon  wdiich, 
his  Grace  inflantly  took  out  his  pe-nk-nife, 
and  cutting  the  portrait  from  the  lid,  gave 
it  me.  Such  a  ftriking  proof  of  difregard 
for  a  woman's  memory,  whofe  life  was  in 
all  probability  contrafted  upon  his  account,- 
afFedied  me  fo  much,  that  I  left  his  Grace, 
with  contempt,  to  w  alk  off  with  the  box  at 
his  leifare. 

One  of  the  conditions  Mr.  Cakraft  had 
elircred  into,  that  of  not  feeing  me  alone, 
he  llridily  adhered  to.  As  fear  is  the  fure 
concomitant  of  guilt,  he  dreaded  my  re- 
proaches, and  th-erefore  carefully  avoided 
me.  Being  fecure  that  I  fliould  now  keep 
my  injuries  a  fecret,  he  forgot  the  promife 
he  had  made  relative  to  my  debts.  His 
principal  objedt  in  preffing  fo  vehementl}'' 
my  return,  had  been  to  fave  appearances; 
a.nd  that  purpofe  was  now  anfwered.  He 
therefore  thought,  as  the  folemn  vovv^s  made 
to  accomplifli  it  w^ere  only  known  to  myfclf 
dindiMis^  Sparks  J  they  might  be  difpenfed  with; 
and  that  with  regard  to  the  culpability   of 
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breaking  them,  he  would  venture  with  Mac- 
beth "  to  jump  the  life  to  come." — The 
man,  by  whom  fuch  folemn  appeals  are  light- 
ly thought  of,  no  ties  can  bind,  but  thofe 
which  correfpond  with  his  wiflies.  It  is  a 
dread  of  the  laws  of  his  country,  and  pub- 
lic fhame  which  alone  keeps  him  honeft.  If 
thefe  can  be  evaded,  neither  the  fear  of  of- 
fending, by  a  breach  of  facred  vows,  that 
being  in  whofe  name  they  were  made;  the 
inftigations  of  honour;  nor  the  reproaches  of 
confcience  ;  can  inforce  the  fulfillment  of 
them. — I  found  to  my  cofl  this  obfervation 
verified. 

In  return  for  Mrs.  Sparks*s  great  attention 
to  me  during  my  illnefs,  I  nor  only  confent- 
to  play  the  "  Mourning  Bride"  for  his  be- 
nefit, but  I  difpofed  of  near  two  hundred 
gold  tickets  for  him.  As  I  had  not  played 
lince  it  was  reported  that  I  had  lofl  my 
lungs,  and  had  been  fo  often  killed  by  the 
colledlors  of  news  for  the  papers,  it  was  not 
to  be  wondered  at  that  the  houfe  was  crowd- 
ed. But  what  excited  a  genera!  amazement 
was,  that  my  voice  had  never  been  more 
powerful.  From  the  uncommon  applaufel 
received,  the  audience  appeared  to  be  well 
pleafed.  Nor  was  Mr.  Sparks  lefs  fo,  the 
emoluments  being  very  confiderable. 

As  home  was  now  grown  hateful  to  me, 
I  was  never  there  but  when  our  houfe  was 
crowded  with  com-pany.     I  loved  mufkr  to 
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excefs ;  which  brought  me  acquainted  with 
all  the  capital  performcrS;,  both  vocal  and 
inftrumental.  I  went  very  often  to  Tracfs  *, 
where  one  evening,  I  met  Lady  St.  Leger, 
mother  to  my  late  amiable  friend  Mifs  Sf. 
Legcr,  afterwards  th'e  wife  of  Colonel  Burfo?i, 
whom  I  have  frequently  mentioned  in  my 
preceding  letters.  The  youngeft  daughter, 
M/fs  Kiltjy  boarded  with  her  Ladylhip  ;  who^ 
by  means  of  her  jointure,  and  an  additional 
penfion,  obtained  for  her  by  the  friendfliip  of 
Ladv  Hdryinpfon,  was  enabled  to  indulg;e  her- 
felf  in  keeping  a  good  deal  of  company. 

Her  Ladylhip  was  one  of  thelrifh  fecond- 
rate  women  of  fafliion.  She  was  very  info- 
lent  at  times,  and  not  unfrequently  vulgar. 
But  to  enable  you  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of 
her  ch'irad:er  from  her  conduft,  I  fhall  pre- 
fent  you  with  a  little  traite  of  her  Ladyihip, 
which  will  give  you  a  much  better  view  of 
it  than  any  defcription  of  mine  can  do.  Her 
hufband,  Sir  John  St.  Leger,  the  Judge  Jef- 
feries  of  Ireland,  had  been  remarkably  fe- 
vere  to  a  number  of  poor  wretches  who  were 
brought  before  him  for  committing  depre- 
dations in  that  country.  Paul  Lid dy  v/as  the 
eaptain  of  a  banditti,  who  levied  contribu- 
tions in  the  part  where  the  Knight  lived. 
Among  others,  he  wrote  to  Sir  John,  to  in- 
form him,  that  if  he  did  not  depofit  a  certain 
M  2  furu 

*  One  of  the  firft  fingers  of  that  time. 
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fum  in  the  place  he  mentioned,  st  fuch  a 
time,  he  would  fet  fire  to  his  houfe,  murder 
him,  and  raviJJo  his  lad3^ 

Shortly  after,  by  the  vigilance  of  the 
Knight,  the  Captain  was  taken,  and  clofely 
confined  in  irons,  in  the  Black  Dog  prifon. 
Ladv  St.  Leoer  could  not  refift  the  curiofit^  of 
feeing  a  man,  who  had  dared  to  make  fuch  a 
declaration.  She  accordingly  went  to  the 
prifon,  where  fhe  was  informed  by  the  beau- 
tiful Monnica  Gall,  a  courtezan  whom  Liddy 
had  married,  that  he  was  too  much  indipofed 
to  fee  any  one.  Upon  which,  her  Ladyfliip, 
with  an  infolence  that  reduced  her  below  the 
level  of  the  unhappy  perfon  Ihe  addrefled, 
afked   her,    whether  ftie   was   the  villain's 

— ■ ,  or  his  wife  ?     To  v>'hich  the  other 

immediately  replied,  *^  I  have  the  misfor- 
tune to  be  his  wife ;  the  honour  of  being 
his was  intended  for  your  Ladylhip. 

Such  was  the  elegant  dame  with  whom  I 
was  now  become  acquainted.  Her  Lady- 
jfhip,  requeuing  I  would  be  of  her  party  the 
next  evening,  I  accordingly  went,  and  found 
there  a  great  many  people,  but  no  company, 
except  Lady  Harrington.  As  we  were  fre- 
quently on  parties  together,  I  defired  the 
pleafure  of  her  Ladyihip's  company  and  her 
daughter's  at  Hollwood,  to  which  they  con- 
fentcd.  When  they  were  there,  Capta'm 
Skaftoe  told  me  to  take  care  of  the  dame,  as 
ihe  poffeffed  a  great  deal  of  art,   under  the 
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mafque  of  bluntnefs.  I  laughed  at,  his  fur* 
mifes,  and  told  him,  that  I  Ihould  be  o- 
bilged  to  any  perlbn  who  would  take  his 
comrade  out  of  my  fig'ht.  Our  intimacy 
grew  ftronger ;  and  I  was  furprized  to  hear 
that  every  thing  I  faid,  was  repeated  with 
exaggeration  "to  Air.  Cakraft.-  This  indeed 
did  not  difpleafe  me,  as  I  mofl  cordially 
hated  the  perlbn,  who-  had  deftroyed  all  my 
hopes  of  happinefs,  and  the  fight  of  whom 
caufed  my  greateft  mifery.- 

As  foon  as  my  new  acquaintances  left 
HoUw'Ood,  I  fet  off  for  Flufliing  in  my  way 
toBruflels,  on  my  propofed  vifit  to  Afrs. 
Child  The  vifit  I  had  intended  to  Fo/Z^/V^,. 
was  prevented  by  the  death  of  my  intro- 
dud:or,  the  Marquis  de  FernieuL.  That  ac- 
complifhed  nobleman,  among  other  fciences, 
was  fkilled  in  alchymy.  During  a  procefs, 
on  which  he  was  very  intent,  an  explofiou 
happened,  which  coft  him  his  life.  And  in,, 
him  I  loft  another  valuable  friend.  Before 
1  fet  oiF,  I  left  a  letter  for  M'.  Calraft,  who 
was  from  home,  wherein  I  reminded  him  of 
his  promife  to  pay  my  debts,  the  only  trif- 
ling reparation  he  could  make  me  for  the 
bafenefs  of  his  conduct. 

When  I  arrived  at  Bruffcls,  I  found  Airs. 
Child  encompafled  with  many  of  my  inti- 
mates. The  reception  (he  gave  me  proved 
that  my  vifit  afforded  her  great  fatisfadion. 
She  endeavoured  by  every  method  in  her 
M  3  power 
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power  to  make  the  place  agreeable  to  mCy 
to  induce  me  to  forget  the  unhappinefs  that 
preyed  upon  my  mind.  The  Elector  of  Co- 
iogr^  was  captivated  with  this  lady's  beautVy 
and  Ihowed  hinifelf  a  Prince  in  magnificence 
«s  well  as  in  dignity. 

I  will  here  give  fome  account  of  the 
City  of  Bruflelg ;  hut  as  it  can  only  be  a  cur- 
Sovy  one,  if  you  wifh  for  more  particulars, 
I  mufc  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  thofe  wha 
write  profeffedly  upon  the  fubjedt.  This 
city  deals  in  the  number  feven.  There  are 
feven  pariihe?,  fevea  capital  flreets,  and' 
they  even  defcend  to  fb  minute  a  pundtilia 
in  this  Singularity 5  that  there  are  Sut  feveri. 
midwives  in  tHe  place..  Upon  a  remarkable 
high  fl:eeple.  there  is  an  image  of  «$"/.■  Mi- 
chael  killing  the  dragon,,  in  copper  gilt..  The 
palaces  are  magniftcient,  and  there  is  a  park^ 
fome  what  like  that  of  St,  James^s^ 

The  buildings  in  general  are  grand,  Th^' 
opera  houfe  is  the  fineft  in  Europe.  You 
iTiight  travel  for  two  pence  farthing  an  hour, 
in  large  covered  boats  called  track-fehuyts« 
Thefe  are  drawn  by  one  horfe,  and  arrive  at 
BrnfTels  twice  a  day  from  Antwerp,  return- 
ing each  time.  The  moft  remarkable  church 
here  is  that  of  St^  Gunhilda,  It  is  an  old 
Gothic  buildingjf  hxit  finely  ornamented 
within.  Tbere  a:re  many  elegant  monu- 
nients  of  ill uftrious  princes  in  it.  And,  a- 
aiong  many  chapels,,   tliere   Is  one,  where 
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they  worlhip  three  Holls,  which,  they  fay, 
were  flabbed  by  a  Jew,  and  adlually  bled, 
Thefe  are  expofed,  upon  every  feflival,  in 
a  chalice  richly  adorned  with  jewels ;.  and 
in  the  month  of  July  there  is  an  annual  pro- 
ceflion  in  memory  of  this  flabbing.  The 
inhabitants  of  Bruflels  value  themfelves  up- 
on having  entertained,  at  one  tim-e,,  fevert 
crowned  heads. 

In  this  agreeable  place,  I  fhould  have 
fpent  three  happy  months  but  for  corroding' 
care.  Refledtion  obtruded  itfelf,  at  times, 
and  embittered  my  moH  chearful  hours.  And 
the  very  idea  of  returning  and  entering 
once  more  the  doors  of  my  deferted  man- 
i^on,  made  me  the  moft  miferable  of  human 
beings. 

From  BrirfTels  I  went  to  Antwerp.  I  took 
the  opportunity  of  viiiting  that  place,  ia 
order  to  make  enquiries  relative  to  the  late 
Mr.Sjkesh  fortune,,  of  his  brother  whorelid- 
ed  there.  Upon  my  arrival,  I  learrtt  that 
Mi\  Sykes,  who  befides  his  profeffion  as  a 
painter,  kept  a  jeweller's  and  bijou  fhop, 
having  had  an  invitation  from  the  Dwke  de 
Berry f  in  order  to  make  fome  alterations  in: 
his  Grace's  gallery,  was  gone  to  Paris.  Some 
other  great  perfonage  taking  offence  at  Mr, 
Sykes'^  giving  the  Duke  the  preference  to 
himfelf,  had  procured  a  leifre  de  cachet 
againfl:  him.  And  as  he  was,  one  day,  at 
the  coffee  houfe,  an  exempt  took  him  afide^ 

and 
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and  defired  he  would  take  an  airing  with 
him,  in  a  coach  which  flood  at  the  door, 
as  far  as  the  Baftile.  It  would  have  been  in 
vain  for  him  reiift,  and  equally  as  vain  to 
enquire  the  reafon.  He  had  only  time  to 
requefl  a  gentleman  of  his  acquaintance, 
who  was  in  the  room,  to  let  his  wife  know 
the  difafter.  This  his  friend  did;  and  it 
had  fuch  an  effedt  upon  her,  that  Ihe  loft 
her  fenfes  in  confequence  of  it»  Such  being 
their  unfortunate  fituation,  it  was  much 
feared  neither  Mr.  or  Mrs.  Sykes  would  ever 
return  to  their  family  more. 

I  was  likewife  informed,  that  the  States- 
general  had  taken  pofTeffion  of  the  late  Mr.. 
Sykes' s  efFedts  at  the  Hague,  which  he  had 
bequeathed  to  me ;  fo  that  I  had  nothiiig 
further  to  hope  from  that  quarter.  As  dif- 
app-ointments  of  this  nature,  from  my  want 
of  knowing  the  value  of  money,  then, 
made  but  a  traniient  impreffion  on  my  mind, 
I  received  the  information  with  becoming- 
fortitude.  And  as  it  had  never  been  in  my 
poffeffion,  the  lofs  fat  the  more  lightly  on 
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LETTER       LXIX. 

June  2?,  17— 

THE  beauty  of  the  city  of  Antwerp, 
and  the  many  curioiities  it  contains, 
determined  me  to  ftay  a  few  days  in  it.  On 
thefe,  alfo,  I  fhall  content  myfelf  with  giv- 
ing you  a  few  curfory  and  unconnected  ob- 
i'ervations.  The  cathedral,  which  is  dedi- 
cated to  the  Virgin  Mary,  is  a  noble  })ile  of 
building;  and  the  fteeple  of  it  is  a  beauti- 
ful piece  of  architedture.  There  are  thirty 
three  bells  and  two  chimes  in  it,  w^itli  a 
clock  ;  together  with  a  crofs  at  the  top,  of 
an  incredible  height.  The  Itadt-houfe  is 
well  worth  viewing  ;  as  is  Alere-Jireel,  where*- 
in  a  brazen  crucifix  is  placed  upward  of 
thirty  feet  high.  There  are  twenty  two 
fpacious  fquares  in  it.  The  number  of 
ftreets  I  cannot  recoUedt,  but  they  are  wide 
and  numerous. 

The  churches  are  decorated  with  many 
capital  pidiures,  by  Rubens,  and  likewife  by 
^ifintin  Majfey,  a  blackfmith,  who  commenc- 
ed painter,  in  order  to  obtain  for  wife  the 
daughter  of  a  painter,  who  would  give  her 
hand  to  no  perfon  but  one  of  his  own  pro- 
feffion.  At  the  entrance  of  the  cathedral,  is 
placed  an  effigy  of  this  true  votary  to  the 

God 
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God  of  Love,  with  an  infcriptlon,  imply- 
ing that  love  made  a  blackfmith  an  Apelles. 
The  chapel  of  the  virgin,  adjoining  to  the 
great  church,  is  magnificent  to  a  degree. 
The  town  is  defended  by  a  ftrong  citadel 
erecfled  by  the  Duke  d'Alva,  which  com- 
mands not  only  the  town,  but  the  adjacent 
country.  The  people  value  themfelves 
much  upon  their  city's  being  the  birth  place 
of  Abraham  Ortelius,  the  great  geographer. 

I  do  not  recolledt  in  my  Vv'hole  life  to  have 
been  ever  ftruck  with  fuch  a  reverential  awe, 
as  on  entering  the  cathedral.  My  curioiity 
v/as  fcarcely  gratified,  when  I  faw  a  wom.an 
fix  her  eyes  attentively  upon  me.  Mrs* 
Walker,  (formerly  Mrs.  Delany^')  who  had 
been  my  companion  in  this  tour,  was  alarm- 
ed at  the  circumftance,  from  the  remem' 
brance  of  the  incident,  I  have  already  men- 
tioned, relative  to  ^/ry^;«i^ro/^  fVilIiams.  As 
we  could  fee  only  the  eyes  of  the  phantom, 
which  were  large  and  wild,  the  reft  of  her 
perfon  being  inveloped  in  a  large  capoto, 
there  was  fome  room  for  her  apprehenfions. 

Having  enquired  of  the  fervant  that  at- 
tended us,  if  I  was  not  M{fs  Bellamy,  upon 
his  anfwering,  yes  !  flie  burft  into  an  agony 
of  tears,  and  cried  out,  "  0^6  /  my  fifter  !" 
The  church  was  crowded.  And  as  the  ex- 
carnation  oh  I  conveys  the  fame  idea  in 
every  language,  the  congregation  fuppofed 
I  had  fome  how  or  other  given  offence  to  the 

perfon 
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perfon  from  whom  it  proceeded.  Up- 
on this  they  gathered  round  me,  in  order  to 
learn  the  caufe  ;  and,  I  was  apprehenfive, 
to  punifh  me  for  behaving  ill  in  a  place  of 
divine  worfhip  ;  for  my  being  better  dreffed 
than  thofe  around  me,  would  have  pleaded, 
I  found,  in  my  disfavour.  But  on  the  fer- 
vant's  informing  them  that  it  was  only  a  beg- 
gar, they  immediately  vanifhed.  For  the 
people  of  that  country  look  upon  poverty  as 
contagious,  and  leave  the  relief  of  it  to 
ftrangers. 

When  the  crowd  was  difperfed,  the  per- 
fon who  had  occafioned  their  notice,  flood 
ifilent,  waiting  forme  tofpeak  firft;  I  there- 
fore enquired  whoihe  was  ?  She  told  me  her 
name  was  Biddy  Kendal j  the  daughter  of 
Mrs.  Kendally  whole  afiemblies  I  had  fre- 
quented when  I  was  in  Dublin,  and  to  whom 
I  had  been  fo  kind.  In  one  af  my  early 
letters  to  you  I  have  mentioned  this  famih\ 
I  recollected  her  immediately,  and  requeft- 
ed  to  know  what  was  become  of  her  fifler 
Betty.  Upon  my  repeating  that  name  Ihe 
eagerly  took  hold  of  my  hand,  faying,  with 
the  true  Irifh  accent,  "  come  and  fee,  my 
**  dear,  I  hope  (he  is  alive,  though  you  will 
**  blefs  her  poor  eyes,  which  are  almoft 
•*  blind  with  crying."  She  at  the  fame  time 
requeued  I  would  not  go  in  a  carriage,  as 
ihe  wilhed  to  avoid  obfervation,  and  it  would  - 
be  impoflible  for  a  coach  to  get  up  to  the 

door. 
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door.     She    might  have   fpared  this  pait  of 
her  requeft,  as  i  had  not  a  carriage  there. 

We  then  went  out  of  the  church,  and  af- 
ter many  turnings  and  windings,  arrived  at 
the  place  of  our  deftination.  But  fuch  a 
wretched  habitation  I  could  not  fuppofe  to 
have  been  within  the  limits  of  that  opulent 
and  beautiful  city.  We  went  up  fomething 
like  a  ladder  into  this  receptacle  of  mifery. 
And  fuch  a  fcene  never  prefented  irfelf  to 
my  vievvT  before.  The  iirft  thing  which 
flruck  my  eyes  was  the  corps  of  a  man,  co- 
vered over  with  a  rug.  A  moft  fl:iocking 
fight  indeed  to  me.  A  little  further,  upon 
a  wretched  pallet,  fat  a  fkeleton  of  a  woman, 
with  fcarcely  any  covering,  wringing  her 
hands,  apparently  in  the  moil,  extreme  an- 
guifh.  Never  did  I  behold  a  more  perfect 
pi(fture  of  defpair.  By  her,  lay  an  infant 
feemingly  in  the  grafp  of  death.  And  an- 
other, in  rags,  about  nine  or  ten  years  old, 
was  warming  fomething  in  a  pipkin  over  a 
few  charcoal  embers  w^hich  were  in  an 
earthen  chaffing  difli ;  whilfl  the  tears 
trickled  down  its  cheeks. 

I  flood  for  fome  moments,  overwhelmed 
by  the  humane  emotions  that  ruflied  impe- 
tuous from  my  heart.  A  heart,  as  fufcep- 
tible  of  the  ills  of  others  as  of  my  own.' 
The  woman  likewife  feemed  to  fit  abforbed 
in  grief,  and  did  not  appear  to  obferve  us. 
Upon  which,  her  filler  going  up  to  her,  faid, » 

"  Take 
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"  Take  comfort,  Betty;  htvc  is  AT fsBellamv 
^'  come  to  fee  you  !"  Without  making  any" 
reply,  Hie  flared  wildly,  and  inltantly  fell 
backward,  to  all  appearance  dead.  Before  I 
came  in,  I  had  fent  my  fervant  for  fome  re- 
frefhments  for  them;  of  which  having  par*- 
taken,  the  perfon  I  thought  dying  foon  re- 
covered ;  and,  to  my  great  furprize,  feemed 
Jiow  to  be  altogether  as  chearful  as  ilie  had 
a  few  minutes  before  been  oppreffed  with 
inifery.  And  what  was  more  extraordinary, 
did  not  take  the  leaft  notice  of  the  poor  clay- 
cold  corpfe  which  lay  near  her.  And,  fear- 
ing to  renew  her  agonies,  I  took  care  not  to 
turn  my  eyes  towards  it. 

My  introdu£trefs  now  informed  m.e,  that 
her  fifler  having  married  an  ofiicer  in  the 
Irifh  brigade,  was,  with  her  hufband  and 
brother,  fliip wrecked,  and  had  reafon  to  fear 
they  both  periilied.  That  flie  had  the  mif- 
fortune,  by  this  event,  to  lofe  the  whole  of 
her  property  j  but  her  life,  and  thofe  of  her 
two  children,  had  been  faved  by  one  of  the 
mariners,  the  perfon  there  lying  dead,  who 
was  a  native  of  Antwerp.  With  great  hu- 
manity the  man  had  brought  them  to  that 
lodging,  where  he  had  parted  Vv^ith  his  laft 
iliver  for  their  fubfiflence.  That  the  incon- 
•veniencies  he  had  experienced,  from  letting 
her  fifler  have  the  lodging,  had  brought  on 
-an  ague,  of  which  he  had  died  that  morn- 
ing. 

VOL.  III.  N  BUJj 
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Biddy  Kendal  added,  that  a  lady  of  quality 
having  wrote  to  her  to  come  to  Spa,  to  be 
her  companion,  upon  her  arrival  at  Flulli- 
ing,  fhe  found  a  letter,  acquainting  her  with 
the  diftrcfl  fituation  of  her  fifter.  Excited 
by  humanity,  as  well  as  the  calls  of  confan- 
guinity,  fhe  had  come  to  Antwerp;  where 
ihe  had  expended  every  fhilling,  and  parted 
■with  moil  of  her  cloaths,  to  fupport  the  un- 
fortunate family-  She  conclucied  vyith  tell- 
ing me,  that  they  were  under  great  appre- 
henfions,  from  not  being  able  to  inform  the 
proper  officers  of  the  death  of  her  filler's 
prefervcr;  and  likewife  from  the  fear  of 
being  turne-d  into  the  ftreet  pennylefs. 

I  was  afra'd,  before  I  received  this  in- 
formation, that  the  dead  man  had  been 
■Mrs.  Bramjied's  hufband,  (tiiat  was  the  name 
of  the  woman)  fq  that  I  was  not  fo  much 
concerned  when  I  found  it  was  the  mariner, 
who  was  a  fingle  man,  and  now  gone  to  re- 
ceive the  reward  of  his  humanity.  The 
fervant,  who  attended  me  on  my  tour,  was 
an  Italian  by  birth.  He  had  formerly  lived 
with  me  in  England,  but  preferred  travelling 
as  valet  du  voyage,  with  perfons  who  vifited 
the  continent.  Upon  this  occafion  I  called 
him  in,  and  confulted  him  on  w^hat  could  be 
done.  He  told  me  he  knew  a  perfon  in  th  Tub- 
urbs,  who,  he  believed,  would  accommodate 
the  family.  And  as  for  the  dead  corpfe,  a 
countryman  of  his  worked  for  a  perfon  be- 
longing 
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longing  to  the  police,  to  whom  he  would 
apply  relative  to  the  interment  of  it.  This 
b*ing  approved  of",  my  fervant  immediately 
fet  out,  to  carry  the  plan  he  had  propofed 
into  execution. 

Whilft  he  was  gone,  I  could  not  help  tak- 
ing notice,  that  gratitude  did  not  make  a 
part  of  thofe  two  ladies'  good  qualities. 
They  appeared  infenfible  to  the  fate  of  their 
bcnefaftor,  and  fhewed  themfelves  true  Irifli- 
women,  by  attending  only  to  their  own  in- 
tereft.  I  v/as  fo  difguftcd  at  the  difcovery 
of  thefe  felfifh  fentiments,  that  I  propofed 
taking  my  leave  as  foon  as  poflible.  And 
this  I  accordingly  did  when  my  fervant  re- 
turned, who  had  agreed  for  board  and  lodg- 
ing for  the  whole  family  at  twelve  ducats 
per  month. 

When  I  was  going  away,  Mrs.  BramJIed 
afked  me  if  I  recolledted  my  little  favourite 
Sally  French  P  Upon  my  telling  her  I  d'd, 
fhe  faid,  "  She  is  much  in  the  fame  fituation: 
*'  with  myfelf ;  only  love  cngrofTes  her  heart, 
^'  and  the  cares  of  the  world  n/J/ie.  When 
''  file  has  been  married  as  long  as  I  h:^ve, 
**  Ihe  Vv^ill  not  be  fuch  a  fool."  If  I  was  not 
much  plcafed  before  with  the  fentiments  of 
my  new-found  friend,  this  did  not  give  me  a 
better  opinion  of  them.  She  then  proceed- 
ed to  inform  me,  that  the  unfortunate  girl 
file  had  mentioned  had  been  induced  to  leave 
her  uncle^  on  whom  was  all  her  dependance, 
N  2  by 
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by  an  officer  that  was  going  to  join  his  regi- 
ment in  Flanders.  In  his  way  he  had  called 
at  Antwerp,  to  fee  a  relation,  a  widow,  who 
kept  an  hotel  there.  By  this  relation  he  was 
prevailed  upon  to  defert  his  fellow  traveller; 
which  he  accordingly  did,  early  one  morn- 
ing, leaving  only  a  letter  for  her,  wherein 
he  informed  her,  that  fhe  mult  now  fhifc  for 
herftlf.  My  informant  concluded,  by  tell- 
ing me,  that  AHfs  French  was  now  become  a 
prey  to  grief -and  defpair  ;  that  flie  had  re- 
fufed  all  fuftcnance,  and  ftemed  determined, 
1:0  put  an  end  to  her  miferable  life,  as  an 
atonement  for  her  folly. 

As  foon  as  I  was  told  where  I  could  fiwd 
this  unfortunate  young  girl,  I  haflened  to 
her,  leaving  the  fillers  and  children  to  go  to 
their  new  refidence  ;  as  their  happinefs  feem- 
ed  to  centre  merely  in  themfelves.  As  I  had 
not  feen  Mifs  French  for  many  years,  and  fhe 
was  very  3^oung  when  I  knew  her,  it  was 
hardly  poffible  for  me  to  recolledl  her;  yet, 
as  I  had  been  uncommonly  fond  of  her,  and 
there  was  no. very  material  alteration  in  my 
figure,  fhe  readily  recognized  me. 

I  found  the  unhappy  girl  in  a  decent 
apartment,  and  was  flruck  with  her  appear- 
ance. She  was  indeed  the  moil  beautiful 
creature  I  ever  faw.  Her  perfon  was  tall, 
and  there  was  a  dignity  about  her  that  com- 
manded awe,  as  well  as  admiration.  She 
knew  my  voice  the  moment  I  fpoke, .  and 

thus 
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thus  accofted  me,  in  a  faint  accent,  "  Flow 
"  good  are  you,  my  dear  Madam,  to  notice 
"  the  mod  wretched  being  upon  earth!'* 
I  defiredher  to  compofe  herfelf ;  telling  her,, 
that  I  feared  there  were  very  many  as 
wretched  as  herfelf;  and  that  Ihe  ought  to 
eiteem  herfelf  happy  that  her  feducer  had 
left  her  before  fhe  had  a  young  family.  I 
then  informed  her,,  that  I  was  come  to  take 
her  away  with  me.  You  may  be  fure  fhe 
did  not  hefitate  to  accept  of  my  offer.  Her 
countenance,  which  had  juft  been  over- 
clouded with  grief,  began  to  affume  a  chear- 
fulnefs ;  and  the  fmile  that  fucceeded,  put 
me  in  mind  of  the  fun,  fhining  through  an 
April  Ihowcr.  There  being  little  to  fettle, 
as  the  wretch  had  paid  for  every  thing  pre- 
vious-to  the  day  he  had  abandoned  her, 
which  was  about  a  month,  and  grief  had 
been  the  chief  of  her  fubfiflence  lince,  ihe 
was  foon  ready  to  accompany  me. 

I  fear  I  have  tired  you  with  the  relation' 
of  thcfe  two  long  Itories.     But  as  they  are  fo 
interwoven  with  the  circumdances  of  my 
life,  and  make  a  part  of  my  adventures,  I: 
thought  it  neceflary  to  infcrt  them. . 

G.  A.  B. 
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July  5r  IT— *■ 

IT  is  impoffible  to  defcribe  to  you  the  ii^- 
folenee  of  the  people  belonging  to  the 
hotels  in  this  city,  or  the  exorbitance  of 
their  charges.  Upon  our  return  to  that  at 
which  we  had  put  up,  I  found  th^^  hoffefs 
greatly  offended  that  I  had  not  ordered  din- 
Ber  before  I  fet  out  in  the  morning;  to  view 
the  place.  Indeed  I  had  totally  forgot  the 
€ircumfl:anee.  And  the  two  rencontres  I  had- 
met  with,  during  my  abfence,  had  prevented 
my  returning  in  time  to  do  fo. 

As  foon  as  I  entered  the  hotel,  I  ran  into^ 
xi  roomy  the  door  of  which  flood  open,  where 
an  objeft  prefented  itfelf  to  my  view,  that 
terrified  me  greatly.  A  large  crucifix  flood 
in  a  niche,  oppofite  the  window,  and  upon, 
whicb  a  lamp  refledled  a  dimly  glimmering 
light.  By  this  deceptious-  light  the  figure 
appeared  to  be  animated;  and  my  fancy,. 
<uded  by  my  fears,  reprefented  it  to  my  ima- 
gination as  writhing  in  the  agonies  of  death,- 
My  fcrcams,  upon  beholding  this  fpedlacle,. 
alarmed  the  v^^hole  h.oufe.  Amono:  the  refl,.. 
appeared  the  good  hoflefs,  who,  i.pon  learn- 
it-ig  theoccafion,  coolly  replied,  I  was  not 
;)b.'C  fvrfi;  that  had  been-  terriiied  at  the  fight; 

but 
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but  people  who  were  fo  timorous,  ought  to* 
burn  lights  conftantly  in  the  room  they  fat 
m.  To  which  fhe  added,  with  the  mofl 
infolent  air  imaginable,  "  I  Ihould  not 
think,  indeed,  of  perfons  taking  up  a- 
partments  in  an  hotel,  without  ordering 
what  is  neceffary.  But  it  fhall  make 
no  difference;  for  I  fhall  charge  both 
meals  together.*'  This  Ihe  accordingly 
did.  And  upon  my  attendant's  finding  fault 
with  the  enormous  charge,  fhe  told  him, 
with  a  fupercilious  fmile,  that  it  was  well 
he  had  demurred  inflead  of  me,  for  if  I  had 
done  it,  Ihe  would  have  doubled  the  fum^ 

Could  you  have  conceived  fuch  treatment 
poffible  in  fo  large  and  populous  a  city  ?  Af- 
ter paying  this  bill,  I  found  I  had  but  a  few 
ducats  left;  which  w^ould  go  but  a  little 
w^ay  towards  fuch  unreafonable  demands  as 
I  was  here  fubjed:  to.  And  what  was  to  be 
done  I  knew  not.  I  had  nothing  of  value 
with  me,,  being  in  mourning,  but  my 
watch,  and  an  Agnes  Dei,  which  had  a  dia- 
mond of  fome  coft  at  the  top  of  it.  As 
the  people  of  Antwerp  are  bigots  to  a  de- 
gree, I  thought  I  could  readily  difpofe  of 
the  latter.  This  I  determined  to  do,  and 
mimediately  to  fet  out  for  the  Hague,  In 
order  to  accompliih  my  plan,  I  called  in  my 
travelling  attendant,  who  told  me  there 
would  be  no  neceffity  for  my  difpofing  of  the 
jcvel,  as   he    could  procure   me  any  fum  I 

flood 
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ftoQcl  in  need  of,  for  my  draft  upon  Eng.- 
land. 

This  he  did,  and  it  happened,  very  for- 
tunately ;  as  the  poor  girl  I  had  taken  under 
my  protedlion  became  fo  extremely  ill,  that 
I  was  obliged  to  poftpone  my  journey  upon^ 
her  account-  The  grief  fhe  had  imbibed 
through  the  falfehood  of  her  lover ;  the  re- 
mains of  affedion  for  him;  toget:her  with 
the  fudden  tranfition  from  the  de&pelt  de- 
fpair  to  the  relief  m^y  notice  afforded  ha; 
were,  all  united,  too  llrong  for  her  delicate 
frame  ;  and  fhe  funk  under  the  accumulated 
burthen..  I  was  fo  long  detained  at  Antwerp 
by  this  incident,  that  I  found  it  neceflary  to 
defer  my  viiit  to  the  Hague  ;  efpecially,  as 
I  had  received  a  letter  from  England,  in- 
forming me  that  the  theatre  was  to  open 
early  in  September. 

From  the  litLiation  of  mind  I  was  in  with 
regard  to  Air.  Calcraft,  I  could  have  wifhed 
never  to  return.  My  home  was  become  fo 
hateful  to  me,  that  nothing  could  have  in- 
duced  me  to  revifit  it,  but  the  impulfes  of 
maternal  afFedtion,  and  the  certainty  of  find- 
ing all  my  pecuniary  affairs  fettled.  I,  how- 
ever, at  length,  fet  out  on  my  return,  but 
we  were  obliged  to  travel  very  ilowly,  as 
Mifs  French's  indifpofition  increafed  daily... 
And  to  fo  great  a  height  had  it  attained  in  a 
fortnight,  that  from  the  inexprefhbly  beau- 
tiful. 
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tiful  form  I  have  already  defcribed,  ihe  was 
become  a  frightful  ikeieton. 

Upon  my  arrival  in  England,  I  was  dif- 
treiftd  beyond  meafure  at  finding  that  Cal- 
crafty  who  was  then  at  Marlborough,  had 
not  kept  his  promife  as  to  my  debts.  Hav- 
ing depended  upon  him,  I  had  not  thought 
it  neceiiary  to  acquaint  mv  creditors  with 
mv  going  abroad,  which  I  fnould  otherwife 
have  done,  as  fome  of  them  were  rather 
irneafy,  having  heard  we  were  not  upon  the 
beft  terms.  It  therefore  became  needful,  to 
make  my  engagement  at  the  theatre,  which 
I  had  lately  entered  into,  publicly  known 
in  the  nev^'fpapers.  This  was  fufficient  to 
quiet  the  apprehenfions  of  thofe  to  whom  I 
was  indebted ;  but  it  was  not  fatisfadtory  to 
me.  I  was  much  mortified  at  being  obliged 
to  have  recourfe  to  fuch  duplicity. 

Upon  this  occafion,  I  applied  for  advice 
to  my  conftant  friend  at  Somerfet-Houfe,. 
Lady  Tyrazvky ;  and  her  ladyfhip  encouraged 
me  to  form  a  refolution  to  quit  his  houfe, 
if  Mr.  Calcraft  did  not  pay  my  debts.  When 
he  returned  to  town  from  Marlborough, 
dreading  the  eclairciffement  which  he  ex- 
pected would  take  place  between  us,  he  pre- 
tended to  be  ill.  At  leaft  I  thought  his  in- 
difpofition  to  be  only  pretence^  for  when 
a  perfon  .is  once  found  guiltv  of  a  deception, 
we  are  apt  to  fufpefl  all  their  actions. 

Nothing  is  fo  dreadful  to  a  liberal  mind, 

as 
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as  being  obliged  to  foliclt  a  favour  from  a 
perfon,  towards  whom,  for  fome  reafon  or 
other,  we  entertain  a  diflike.  Cruel  neccf- 
fity,  however,  now  compelled  me  do  this. 
Yet  as  I  always  efteemed  a  promife  a  debt;, 
and  mod  of  thofe  obli2:ations  I  wanted  him 
to  difcharge,  were  entered  into  upon  his 
account;  I  thought  I  had  a  right  to  demand 
from  Mr.  Calcraft  the  fulfilment  of  his.  I 
therefore  went  down  to  the  office  one 
day,  and  with  more  warmth  than  he  had 
ever  feen  me  animated  by  before,  inliftcd 
on  his  performing  this  part  of  his  agree- 
ment. I  upbraided  him  for  the  neglect  of 
it,  in  fuch  a  determined  manner,  that  there 
remained  no  room  for  him  to  doubt  of  my 
immediately  quitting  his  houfe,  if  my  de- 
mand was  not  complied  with. 

He  urged  in  his  defence,  that  he  had  loiJ 
a  great  deal  of  money;  that  he  had  pur« 
chafed  two  eftates;  and  that  he  had  expend- 
ed confiderable  fums  for  Lord  Granby. 
Through  thefe  united  drains,  he  faid,  he 
was  really  diftrelTed..  He  told  me,  he  had 
been  in  hopes  that  Mifi  Meredith's  legacy  had 
made  me  tolerably  eafy,  as  it  was  feventeen 
hundred  pounds  without  the  jewels.  I  re- 
minded hLm  of  the  debt  for  twelve  hundred 
pounds  which  was  to  be  dedu(fted  out  of  it. 
And  I  then  informed  him,  that  I  believed 
I  owed,  befides,  about  three  thoufand  or 
(omewhat  more,    but  Clifford  was  a  better 

judge 
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judge  than  myfelf  of  the  particulars.  I  con- 
cluded with  affuring  hini  that  I  zvould  have 
them  paid. 

He  fhook  his  head,  and  faid  it  was.alarg^ 
fum ;  but  if  I  could  put  off  the  payment 
till  my  benefit,  he  would  fct  me  clear,  upon, 
my  promiiing  never  more  to  incur  any 
debts.  I  told  him,  I  dilliked  conditions; 
but  if  he  would  take  off  the  rent  charge 
from  me  of  his  brother  and  filler,  I  would 
confent.  He  mull  know,  I  continued,  that 
this  was  no  inconfiderable  matter,  as  it  was 
Ihameful  in  him  to  confine  the  expences  of 
a  young  man,  in  fo  expenfive  a  line  as  that 
of  the  guards,  to  his  pay;  and  a  young  wo- 
man, who  was  obliged  to  appear  as  a  gentle- 
woman, to  fifty  pounds  a  year.  I  then  de- 
livered him  a  bill  of  l^Foodifield's  for  wine, 
which  was  had  when  I  kept  the  houfe,  and 
■wine  was  not  to  be  included  in  the  articles 
I  was  to  pay  for.  He  immediately  called 
for  a  check,  and  gave  me  a  draft  upon  his 
banker  for  the  fum.  This  I  delivered  in- 
ftantly  into  the  hands  of  Mr,  Willis,  the 
clerk  who  brought  the  check,  and  defired 
lie  would  call  and  difcharge  the  bill.  It 
was  accordingly  difcharged  the  fame  day. 
My  mind  now  was  fomevvhat  eafier.  Not- 
withftanding  Vs  hich,  as  I  could  not  entertain 
any  lefs  difguftful  fentiments  of  the  mafter 
of  the  houfe,  home  was  {till  as  hateful  as 
ever  to  me. 

Upon 


144  THE       LIFE       OF 

Upon  my  return  from  the  continent,  I 
found  that  my  new  acquaintance,  M'lfs  St, 
Leger,  was  married,  and  at  variance  with 
her  mother.  This  prevented  our  ever  meet- 
ing, but  once  upon  a  very  difagreeable  oc* 
cafion  ;  and  being  obliged,  fome  time  after, 
to  defire  the  Lady  to  be  filent,  one  night 
at  the  Theatre,  when  ikiQ  was  too  voci- 
ferous. 

About  this  time,  I.ady  Caroline  Keppel  was 
taken  dangcroufly  ill;  which  threw  her 
whole  family,  as  well  as  Lady  Caroline  FoXy 
into  the  greateft  diftrefs.  That  amiable 
young  lady  was.  ordered,  like  myfelf,  to 
Briftol  to  die;  but  flie  was  almoft  as  miracu- 
loufly  reftorcd  to  health  there  as  I  had  been. 
Mr.  Adair,  who  had  afterv^-ards  the  happi- 
nefs  of  calling  Lady  Caroline  his  wife,-  de- 
clared upon  this  occafion,  that  he  really 
thought  that  Lady  and  myfelf  immortal;  as 
it  was  not  in  the  power  of  fuch  fevere  indif- 
portions  as  we  had  both  been  afflifted  with, 
to  deftroy  us.  He  however,  found  to  his 
coft,  that  her  ladyfliip  was  mortal.  For  fhe 
fell  a  facrifice  a  fhort  time  after  to  her  af- 
fedtionate  regard  for  her  filler.  Lady  Tavijlock, 
Impelled  by  that,  to  accompany  herfifter  to 
Portugal,  before  llie  herfelf  was  recovered 
from  an  iltnefs  under  which  fhe  had  labour*- 
ed,  her  anxiety,  and  her  unremitting  care  of 
the  dear  lady  llie  attended,  robbed  her  alfo 
of  her  life  ;  a  life  which  was  efleemcd  in- 
valuable 
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valuable  by  all  who  had  the  happinefs  of 
knowing  her. 

My  theatrical  expectations  this  feafon, 
were  far  from  plealing.  Mofl  of  thofc 
ladies  w^ho  had  ufually  honoured  me  with 
their  encouragement  at  the  Theatre,  be- 
ing either  indifpofed,  gone  abroad,  or 
dead,  it  made  a  material  difference  in  my 
lituation,  and  foreboded  but  an  indifferent 
feafon.  My  political  conne<ftions  feemed 
to  prefent  me  with  a  profpedt  no  lefs  dif- 
couraging,  Mr.  Fox  injudicioujly  accepted 
the  feals.  I  fay  injudicioufly,  becaufc 
in  that  office  he  would  be  circumfcribed. 
It  was  with  great  difficulty  he  was  per- 
fuaded  to  accept  of  them.  And  a  very 
remarkable  circumftance  attended  it.  He 
was  three  times  minifler,  and  as  often  a  pri- 
vate gentleman,  in  twenty  four  hours. 

The  War  Office  moll:  feverely  felt  his 
tranflation ;  as  there  never  was  a  perfon  in 
any  department  of  the  flate  that  acquitted 
himfelf  with  more  credit,  or  gave  more  uni- 
verfal  fatisfad:ion.  His  attention  extended 
even  to  the  minutefl  affair,  and  was  unre- 
mitting. No  officer  had  occafion  to  levee 
him  twice.  Upon  their  firft  application,  he 
immediately  informed  them  v.'hether  their 
expectations  could  be  anfwered. 

It  muft-  naturally  be  fuppofed  that  a 
perfon  of  Mr.  Fox'%  great  political  genius, 
and  unlimitted  underifanding,  could  not 
feel   himfelf  happy  in  a  fituation  where  he 

VOL.  Ill,  O  was 
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was  cramped  hy  a  man  poffefTed  of  no  otBer 
qualification  but  that  of  knowing  how  to  give 
a  good  dinner.  It  was  too  late  for  him, 
however,  to  retra<fi:,  when  he  had  once 
yielded  to  the  ill-timed  perfuafions  which 
over-ruled  his  judgment;  and  he  found  him* 
felf  obliged  to  buftle  through  the  blunders 
daily  committed  by  his  coadjutor.  The  ad- 
miniftration  he  was  engaged  in,  was,  befides, 
unfortunate.  A  chain  of  unforefeen  events, 
exclulive  of  the  unlucky  naval  difappoint- 
ment,  and  the  fatal  cataftrophe  which  af- 
forded Mr.  Pitt  occafion  to  give  fo  ftriking  a 
fpecimen  of  his  eloquence,  tended  to  make 
it  fo. 

Mr.Cakraft's  ambition  took  the  alarm  on 
his  not  being  appointed  fecretary  to  his  pa- 
tron. That  gentleman  gave  the  fecretary* 
fhip  to  his  nephew,  the  honourable  Mr, 
Dfgby ;  to  Calcraffs  great  difappointment  and 
vexation.  The  tyes  of  gratitude,  notwMth- 
ftanding  its  uncommonly  forcible  claims  from 
him,  were  greatly  weakened  in  his  brealt  up- 
on this  occafion.  He  could  not  conceal  his 
difguft.  Upon  my  remonilrating  with  him 
on  the  fubjed:,  and  reprefenting  to  him  how 
unqualified  he  was  to  fit  in  Parliament,  I 
difcovered  that  he  had  pleafed  himfelf  with 
the  thoughts  of  making  a  figure  in  St.  Ste- 
phen's chapel.  To  evade  the  regulation 
which  prevented  agents  from  fitting  in  the 
houfe,  I  found,  he  propofed  making  over 

the 
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the  agency  for  his  regiments  to  his  two 
principal  clerks,  referving  the  greateft  part 
of  the  emoluments  to  himfelf. 

When  I  heard  this,  I  could  not  refrain 
from  being  a  little  farcaftic.  I  told  him, 
I  made  no  doubt  but  that  he  would  know, 
when  he  got  into  the  houfe,  which  iide  to 
take  his  feat  on;  yet,  in  my  opinion,  he  was 
totally  difqualified  from  being  any  thing 
more  than  a  27a  and  Nay  Man.  He  was  much 
offended  at  the  fuppofition,  and  made  me 
the  following  fenjible  d/hl  for  id  reply  :  "  I  am 
*'  young  enough  to  learn.  I  have  been/l?^ 
''  long  enough,  and  will  not  be  any  body's 
*'  flave  no  longer."  I  know  not  which  fur- 
prifed  me  moil:,  his  infolence,  his  phrafe- 
ology,  or  his  abfurdity ;  and  I  could  not 
withhold  from  faying,  that  I  was  forry  I  had 
taken  any  pains  to  prevent  his  appearing  to 
the  world,  the  moft  ungrateful  monfter  in 
the  univerfe.  That  he  muft  exped:,  if  he 
proceeded  in  his  foolifli  fchemes,  to  be  de- 
teiled  by  every  rational  being.  And  I  could 
not  help  concluding  my  animadverfions, 
with  repeating  that  expreffive  lineof  Z)ry- 
den's. 

He  that  is  ungrateful  has  no  crime  but  one. 

Aslhadcollefted,  whilftlthusaddrelTedhim, 

all  the  contempt  and  indignation  an  offended 

woman  could  call  to  her  aid,  in  my  manner, 

O  2  look 
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look  and  voice,  he  fhuddered  as  if  a  gorgoil 
had  prefented  itfelf  to  his  view  ;  and,  for  the 
time,  feemed  to  adopt  my  opinion.  But  his 
behaviour  afterwards  proved,  that  this  con- 
cefliion  was  only  deiigned  as  a  mafque  to 
hide  his  intentions  from  me,  and  to  free 
himfelf  from  my  future  jobations. 

The  feeds  of  that  fouleft  of  the  mental 
imperfections,  ingratitude,  were  thickly 
fown  in  his  heart. — As  Timon  fays  of  his 
friends,  "  The  fellow  had  his  ingratitude  in 
*'  him  hereditary."  —  I  dare  fay,  the  fweet 
long  of  the  immortal  mailer  of  the  paffions, 
"upon  this  fubjedt.  Blow,  blozv,  thou  winfer's 
wind,  occurs  to  your  memory  here,  as  it  does 
to  mine.— Nothing  can  be  more  applicable — 
**  The  winter's  wind  is  not,  indeed,  fo  un- 
**  kind  as  man's  ingratitude.— its  tooth  is 
"  not  fo  keen,  becaufe  it  is  not  feen,  "al- 
**  though  its  iDreath  be  rude— nor  do  the 
"  freezings  of  the  bitter  iky  bite  near  fo 
**  nigh  as  benefits  forgot." 


LETTER       LXXr. 

July  II,   17— 

STAND  correfted.  —  I  have,  indeed, 
more  than  once  received  your  approba- 
tion of  my  digpeffive  fall  ies. — I  have  like- 
wife  been  honoured  with  your  exprefs  in- 
jundtions    to  purfue   my    little  wanderings 

from 
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from  the  beaten  track  of  narrative,  on  con- 
dition that  I  do  not  keep  out  of  the  road  fo 
long  as  to  lead  the  imagination  too  far  from 
the  principal  fubjedt. — Thus  encouraged,  I 
will  not  again  apologize,  but  fuffer  my  pen 
to  take  its  couri't.—Allezvous  done,  ma  plume. 

Every  thing  now  confpired  to  add  to  my 
vexatious  fituation.  And  thefe  conftant  agi- 
tations of  mind  impaired  my  health  ^  fo  that 
I  was  but  feldom  able  to  make  my  appear- 
ance at  the  theatre.  The  death  of  Mifs 
French  alfo  afFed:ed  me  much,  notwithftand- 
ing  it  was  an  event  to  be  expected ;  and  it 
would  have  been  cruelty  to  wiih  a  life  pro- 
longed, which,  from  the  corroding  reflec- 
tions and  delicate  fenfations  it  muil  always- 
have  been  a  prey  to,  could  never  hope  for 
tranquillitv.  This  once  fweet  and  lovely 
girl  expired,  without  a  groan,  one  day  as 
we  fat  at  dinner.  Upon  this  occafion  I 
might,  with  propriety,  once  more  make  ufe 
of  Gqy'^s  defcriptive  phrafe,  and  fay,  that 
"  She  bow'd  her  head,  and  died.'* 

From  this  incident,  I  am  convinced,  that 
it  is  fituation  which  often  caufes  the  cffe6t« 
Senfations  receive  their  birth  rather  from 
circumftances  than  from  the  events  them- 
felves.  For  as  there  was  an  irremovable  bar 
placed  between  this  young  lady  and  happi- 
nefs,  had  flie  expired  in  her  apartment,  it 
would  not  have  excited  either  furprize  or 
grief.  But  to  make  her  exit  during  the  con- 
O  3  vivialicy 
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viviality  of  the  fellive  board,  was  fo  un- 
accuftomed  an  accident,  that  it  threw  a 
damp  upon  the  furrounding  fpeftators,  and 
greatly  added  to  the  horrornaturally  attend- 
ant on  the  dilTolution  of  a  human  being.  I 
afterwards  learned,  that  the  wretch,  to  whofe 
villainy  this  fair  flower  owed  her  untimely 
fall,  was  broke  for  cowardice.  A  certain 
proof,  that  none  but  daflards  can  treat  a 
weak,    defencelefs,   unfufpicious,  believing 

"woman,  with  fuch  inhumanity. 

Befides  the  diftrefs  I  experienced  in  my 
family,  the  ill  fuccefs  of  public  affairs  gave 
me  equal  uneafinefs.  Baiting  a  minifter  was 
no  uncuflomary  thing;  but  the  moft  palpable 
falfehoods  were  not  wanting  to  calumniate 
the  prefent.  Mr.  Fox  was  made  account- 
able for  the  errors  of  others.  It  had  been 
thought  neceflary  to  engage  foreign  troops 
for  the  internal  defence  of  the  kingdom* 
This  was  a  fpacious  field  for  the  great  orator 
to  rove  in,  and  give  free  fcope  to  his  unbri- 
dled power  of  eloquence.  Among  other 
unhackneyed  expreilions,  he  madeufe  of  the 
following  :— He  wifhed  the  motion  might 
prove  a  mill-ftone  about  the  mover's  neck 
to  drag    him  to  the  lower   regions.     The 

'event  of  the  meafure  is  well  known. 

At  length,  worn  out  with  repeated  difap- 

"pointments  and  incelTant  abufe,  this  great 
man  reiigned  the  feals.     Had  he^been  per- 

-mitted  to  ad:  alone,  as  his  fuccefTor  was,  I 

have 
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have  no  doubt  but  he  would  have  guided  the 
helm  with  as  much  luccefs  as  he  did. 

Mr.  Pitt  now  adopted  the  very  plan  that 
his  predecefTor  had  been  fligmatized  for. 
America  was  to  be  conquered  in  Germany.  Upon 
a  motion  he  made  in  the  houfe  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  Mr.  Fox  arofe,  and  faid,  "  I  am  happy 
"  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  has  re- 
**  trad:ed  the  opinion  he  has  hitherto  main- 
"  tained.  And  I  fincerely  wifh,  that  what 
"  he  hoped  would  prove  a  mill-ftone  about 
**  wjyneck,  might  become  a  brilliant,  equal, 
**  if  not  fuperior,  to  that  of  his  namefake's  *, 
"**  to  grace /'/j  hat  withal;'*  The  manner,  in 
which  this  wifh  was  delivered,  added  greatly 
to  the  thought.  It  feemed  to  point  out  the 
variablenefs  of  iV/r.  P///'s  political  tenets,  in 
dired:  oppolition  to  his  own,  which  had  been 
always  invariable,  and  fixed  as  the  needle  to 
the  pole. 

I  now  grew  weary  both  of  my  political  at- 
tachments and  my  theatrical  engagements. 
And,  at  the  conclufion  of  the  feafon,  I  prc- 
pofed  retiring  to  the  continent,  as  I  made  r.o 
doubt  of  Mr*  Cakraft's  paying  my  debts. 
But  in  this  expectation  1  was  once  more  dif- 
appointed.  For  as  foon  as  the  feafon  was 
over  he  v/aited  upon  Lady  Tyrawlcy,  and  in- 
formed her,  that  a  very  great  lofs  had  put  it 
out  of  his  power  to  exonerate  me  from  my 

debts 

*  Goi'dnor  Pitt,  commonly  called  Diamond  Pitt. 
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debts  at  prefent.  He  therefore  requefted  hef 
Ladylhip  to  intercede  with  me,  to  have  pa- 
tience till  the  enfuing  feafon.  He  then 
offered  to  join  with  me  in  a  bond  to  Sparks, 
for  the  four  hundred  pounds  1  owed  him. 

I  fuppofed  he  had  received  a  lift  from  Clif- 
ford of  the  whole  of  my  debts ;  but  as  he 
never  purpofed  to  pay  them,  he  deemed  that 
an  unneceffary  trouble.  As  I  could  not  ima- 
gine that  he  w^ould  endeavour  to  impofe  a 
falfehood  upon  a  lady  who  was  herfelf  a 
miracle  of  truth,.  I  fubmitted  to  his  propo- 
fal,  and  joined  in  the  execution  of  the  bond 
to  Mr.  Sparks,  which  has  never  been  paid  to 
this  hour. 

I  now  borrowed  two  thoufand  pounds  up- 
on my  jewels,  of  Bibby,  a  pawnbroker,  in 
Stanhope-ftreet,  Clare  Market;  and  adding 
this  to  the  money  I  had  received  at  my  be- 
nefit, paid  my  creditors  as  far  as  it  would" 
go;  referving  only  two  hundred  pounds  for 
the  exigencies  of  my  intended  journey  to 
the  Hague.  I  had  been  prevented,  as  I  have 
already  informed  you,  from  vifiting  that 
place  laft  fummer,  and  Inow  was  determined 
-to  do  it.  I  was  the  more  anxious  to  quit  the 
kingdom,  as  company  was  grown  difagree- 
able  to  me.  My  fpirits  were  fo  depreffed, 
that  I  could  not  keep  up  the  ball  of  con- 
verfation  as  ufual.  At  the  fame  time  I  did 
not  wilh  to  have  my  dejection  perceived,  left 
it  ftiould  lead  to  a  fufpicion  of  the  caufe» 

I  could 
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I  could  not  bear  the  thoughts  that  my  fitua- 
tion  ihould  be  even  gueffed  at.  I  was  as 
cautious  in  this  refpeft,  as  if  I  myfelf  had 
been  guilty  of  the  cruel  deception,  which 
had  been  praftifed  upon  me  —  as  if  the 
unhappinefs  I  laboured  under  proceeded 
from  my  own  imprudence,  and  not  the  vil- 
lany  of  mother, 

I  fet  out  according  to  my  intention  for 
Holland,  and  arrived  at  Amfterdam,  with- 
out any  circumflance  occurring  worthy  of 
relating.  In  this  city  I  was  advifed,  by  my 
former  travelling  attendant,  John,  who  like- 
wife  accompanied  me  during  my  prefent 
tour,  to  make  a  ftay  of  a  few  days.  As  I 
repeated  to  you  a  few  of  the  obfervations  I 
made  in  my  laft  excurfion,  and  they  met 
with  a  favourable  reception,  I  Ihall  do  the 
fame  now. 

Amfterdam  is  a  very  populous  place.  The 
houfes  are  handfomely  built,  and  the  flreets 
are  remarkably  clean.  There  are  many 
churches  of  all  perfuafions  in  it,  but  none 
are  permitted  the  ufe  of  bells,  but  thofe  be- 
longing to  the  Calvinifts,  which  is  the  efta- 
blifhed  religion.  The  chapels  amount  to 
twenty-feven.  Among  thefe,  there  is  a  kind 
of  monaftery,  the  nuns  of  which  are  not  con- 
fined to  the  ftridt  rules  of  others,  but  allowed 
to  marry,  if  they  pleafe.  The  air  of  the 
city  is  far  from  being  pure,  owing  to  the 
fogs  that  frequently  obfcure  it. 

The 
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The  current  coin  is  guilders,  in  val^  * 
about  two  ihillings.  The  induftry  of  the 
inhabitants  is  incredible.  To  fee  a  perfon 
idle  in  Amfterdam,  would  be  a  miracle.  The 
trade  of  this  place  is  greater  than  that  of  any 
other  part  in  Europe,  the  vail  commerce 
which  is  carried  on  by  the  Dutch  to  the  Eaft 
Indies  centering  here.  It  abounds  with  hof- 
pitals,  befides  which  there  are  boxes,  for 
the  beneiitof  the  poor,  hung  up  in  diifcrent 
parts  of  the  city,  the  produce  of  which  is 
diilributed  every  quarter  of  a  year  by  the 
overfeers.  The  play-houfes  pay  half  their 
profrts  to  the  indigent. 

The  exchange  is  one  of  its  greatefl  orna- 
ments. The  gates  of  the  city  are  fhut  up 
every  night  at  a  quarter  paft  twelve,  and 
every  perfon  coming  in  after  that  hour  pay 
an  additional  penny  for  the  poor.  Thehoufes 
of  corre<5tion  are  worth  viewing.  Thofe 
who  are  confined  in  them  rafp  or  faw  Brazil 
wood.  And  the  indolent  are  puniihed  in  a 
very  extraordinary  manner.  They  are  fliut 
np  into  a  place,  into  which  the  water  flows, 
fo  that  they  are  obliged  to  pump  inceffantly 
to  preferve  thcmfelves  from  drowning. 
Their  public  fchools  are  much  talked  of, 
but  I  had  not  an  opportunity  of  viewing 
them.  There  are  four  fluices  which  open 
into  the  Wye,  where  there  are  beautiful 
v...'"'"^  planted  wdth  trees.     And  on  the  Wye 

there 
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there  is  one,  which  commands  a  very  exten- 
live  profpe(5l.  In  different  parts  of  the  city 
are  a  great  number  of  mills  for  fawing  of 
wood,  for  polifhing  of  marble,  and  for  mak- 
ing gunpow^der,  &c. 

Here  we  reiided  a  week.  But  the  length 
of  our  relidence  was  more  owing  to  the  bad- 
nefs  of  the  weather,  than  to  any  prepolTellion 
in  favour  of  the  place.  For  the  people  are 
too  bufy  to  be  civil.  And  though,  from 
the  extenfivenefs  of  its  trade,  Amflerdam 
might  juftly  be  fliled  the  grand  cenforium 
of  commerce  and  opulence,  yet  I  never  was 
in  any  place  that  1  would  7iot  prefer  to  it  as- 
the  place  of  my  abode. 

At  the  Hague  you  get,  as  it  were,  into 
another  v/orld.  There  the  people  are  alto- 
gether as  polite;  and  particularly  fo  to 
litangers.  Many  of  the  ilreets  and  public 
places  are  fpacious  and  airy.  The  buildings, 
in  general,  are  grand,  and  the  air  is  pure. 
This  I  experienced  as  foon  as  I  approached 
it,  as  I  had  found  a  difficulty  in  breathing  at 
Amflerdam.  I  had  letters  of  recommenda- 
tion to  Mr.  Fan  Hdfs  family,  which  made 
my  flay  at  the  Hague  very  agreeable. 

The  palace  at  Opdam  is  the  moll  magni- 
ficent. The  Prince  of  Orange  has  a  houfe 
here,  but  it  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  equal  to 
that  of  the  Deputies  of  Amflerdam.  The 
town-houfe  is  a  very  handfome  building.  In 
the  front  of  it  is  a  motto  in  Latin,  which 

means, 
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means,  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  Jupiter 
himfelf  to  pleafe  every  one.  The  great 
church  fronts  the  tovvn-houfe,  which  has 
nothing  belonging  to  it  to  excite  curiolity 
but  a  very  high  fteeple.  The  principal 
ftreet,  called  the  PrifKe  Graft,  is  moft  beauti- 
ful indeed.  A  fine  canal,  adorned  with 
trees,  runs  through  it.  The  buildings  are 
fumptuous,  and  are  chiefly  inhabited  by  peo- 
ple of  quality. 

The  environs  are  pleafant,  particularly 
the  wood,  which  is  lituated  at  a  little 
diftance  from  the  town,  and  where  there  is 
a  palace  belonging  to  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
They  have  a  legend  here,  that  Margaret, 
daughter  of  the  Coimt  of  Holland  and  Zealand, 
was  delivered  of  three  hundred  and  fixty 
five  children  at  a  birth.  I  refided  in  this 
delightful  town  fix  weeks;  and  the  great  ci- 
vilities I  received  during  that  time,  are  ftill 
imprinted  on  my  memory.  Excufe  this  cur- 
fory,  unconnetled  account  of  the  places  I 
vifited.  You  will  readily  perceive  that  the 
obfervations  were  made,  and  are  now  written, 
in  halle. 

Upon  my  return  to  England,  I  was  invited 
to  engage  once  more  with  Mr.  Rich.  But 
Barry  being  gone  to  Ireland,  I  did  not  choofe 
to  hazard  the  reputation  I  had  gained  on  the 
(lage,  by  playing  to  empty  benches.  I, 
accordingly,  as  I  made  no  doubt  of  my 
debts  being  foon  paid  by  Mr.  Calcraft,  de- 
clined 
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dined  any  agreemenr.  My  health  was  per- 
fcdily  eilabliihed,  but  a  gloom  had  taken 
poiTeffion  of  my  mind  that  I  conld  not  get 
rid  of,  I  flew  to  diffipation  for  relief;  but 
that  proved  a  vain  refource,  efpecially  as 
the  caufe  of  that  gloom  rcfided  under  the 
roof  with  me — DiJJipathn  ever  proves  a  vain 
remedy  for  a  wounded  mind — It  might,  in- 
deed, (if  I  may  be  allovved  to  ufe  the  word 
when  fpeaking  of  an  immaterial  fub fiance) 
cicatrize  the  wound  ;  fpread  over  it  a  feeming 
healihy  fkin,  and  give  a  deluiive  glow  to 
the  count'enance  ;  but  under  thefe  appear- 
ances, the  ailment  will  Hill  rankle,  and  need 
a  different  treatment.  Sufferings  are  alone 
to  be  alleviated  by  a  pati€nt  refignation  to 
the  will  of  heaven ;  and  the  only  cure  for 
them  is  Hope. 

I  had  an  offer,  about  this  time,  from  Mr. 
JVoodward,  of  joining  Mr.  Barry  and  himfelf, 
at  their  theatre,  Crozv  Street,  Dublin,  in  which 
they  had  a  joint  concern.  This  gentleman 
was  indifcreet  enough,  upon  fome  trifling 
quarrel  with  M> .  Garri^k,  to  embark  a  for- 
tune of  eleven  thoufand  pounds  in  a  theatxi- 
cal  adventure  with  Barry,  who  not  only,  v/as 
without  a  fliilling,  but  greatly  incumbered 
with  debts.  As  the  firff  ftep  towards  gettmg 
rid  of  his  money,  a  new  theatre  was  to  be 
built. 

Mr.  Mojfop  had  engaged  another  theatre 
there  in  oppofition  to  theirs.     And  as  I  had 
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been  fo  careffed  and  flattered  at  Dublin,  in 
my  younger  days,  it  was  naturally  to  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  the  fuccefs  I  had  iince  met  with 
on  the  London  theatres,  would  enhance  my 
value,  and  make  me  a  defirable  acquifition 
to  any  houfe  I  fhould  appear  at.  In  anfwer 
to  Air.  fVoodzvard's  application,  which  was 
by  letter,  I  informed  him,  that  at  the 
diflance  of  fo  many  months  I  could  not  come 
to  any  refolution  relative  to  his  propofals ; 
but  if  I  viiited  Ireland,  I  would  molt  cer- 
tainly give  him  the  preference. 

G.  A.  B. 


LETTER        LXXII. 

July  1 8,  17—. 

T  this    time,    the    celebrated  Madam 

Br  ma  made  a  vifit  to  England,  in  order 

to  try  if  Ihe  could  not  recover  fome  part  of 
an  eliate  her  grandfather  had  forfeited,  in 
the  reign  of  King  Willianu  The  Marquis  de 
Ahrio,  ambalTador  from  the  court  of  Spain, 
who  had  fucceeded  General  Wall,  was  capti- 
vated by  her  voice.  And  as  his  excellency 
was  intimate  at  my  houfe,  and  knew  my 
paffion  for  mufic,  he  introduced  this  lady 
to  "me.  I  was  fo  facinated  by  her  mufical 
powers,  that  every  hour  Ihe  could  fpare  Ihe 
complaifantly  palled  with  me  in  parliament 
Street, 

Though 
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Though  Shakfpeare  fays,  **  there's  nought 
**  fo  ftockilli,  hard,  and  full  of  rage,  but 
''  mufic  for  the  time  doth  change  his  na- 
*'  ture  ;"  yet,  as  I  have  faid  before,  Cakraft 
was  an  exception  to  this  rule.  He  fo  dif- 
liked  harmony,  that  whenever  the  found 
reached  his  ear,  he  diredtly  went  abroad. 
This,  added  to  the  gratification  of  my  paf- 
fion  for  mufic,  induced  me  to  have  frequent 
concerts;  and  fome  of  the  firft  ladies  honoured 
me  with  their  company  upon  thefeoccafions. 
This  firen  was  fo  much  admired,  that  when- 
ever fhe  chofe  to  inchant  her  hearers,  the 
Spanifh  ambaffador's  houfe,  as  v/cU  as  mine, 
were  crowded.  I  v/as  now  never  at  home, 
except  when  1  had  parties,  which  prevented 
Mr.  Cakraft  and  miC  from  meeting,  but  now 
and  then  at  dinner. 

On  New  Year's  Lay,  I  had  always  a  con- 
cert and  ball.  This  year,  Mr.  Cakraft,  in 
confideration  of  my  not  having  any  thea- 
trical eneacrement,  fcnt  me  a  hundred  sui- 
neas  by  the  houfe  fteward.  I  own  I  was 
greatly  furprized  at  this  unexpected  fit  of 
generofity.  And,  though  it  was  very  in- 
adequate to  the  expcnces  of  the  day,  as  I  had 
the  firfl  performers  at  the  concert,  and  a 
great  number  of  ladies  as  vifitors,  together 
with  the  foreign  minifiers,  I  accepted  of  it. 
The  unfortunate  Count  de  Bathnore,  minifi:er 
from  the  court  of  Denmark,  opened  the  ball 
with  the  Count  efs  of  Harrington,  And  the  three 
P  2  young 
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young  ladies,  who  vied  with  the  three  graces, 
followed  their  lovely  mother. 

The  night  was  fpent  in  feflivity,  which 
was  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to  the  abfence 
of  the  mafter  of  the  manfion.  He  had,  as  I 
afterwards  learned,  formed,  at  this  time,  a 
conneftion  with  a  lady  who  had  been  my 
moft  intimate  acquaintance.  It  was  with 
feme  degree  of  furprize,  that  I  heard  every 
thing  I  faid  of  Mr,  Calcraft  repeated  with  ex- 
aggeration by  my  woman.  She  was  perpe- 
tually throwing  out  hints  of  his  new  en- 
gagement. But  as  his  amours  could  not 
concern  me,  I  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  them. 
In  thefe  repetitions  there  were  many  tinne- 
cejfary  exaggerations.  For  as  my  averlion  to 
him  was  confirmed,  and  I  always  valued 
myfelf  upon  my  iincerity,  what  I  faid  of  him 
needed  no  addition. 

When  I  went  to  my  own  apartment,  after 
the  ball,  Clifford,  who  was  ready  to  burfl 
with  the  fecret,  wifhed  me  joy  of  the  hun- 
dred guineas.  To  which  Ihe  added,  that 
her  mafter  had  been  much  afraid  I  fhould 
not  have  had  my  ufual  entertainment  that 
day.  Upon  my  enquiring  why,  (lie  faid,  if 
I  had  not,  he  would  have  been  deprived  of 
the  opportunity  of  keeping  his  affignation 
with  my  good  friend,  mentioning  her  name. 
At  lirfl,  I  laughed  at  the  abfurdity  of  the 
fuppoiition ;  but  upon  her  flill  perfifling  in 

it. 


G.       A.       BELLAMY.  l6l 

It,  I  grew  angry  ;  as  the  perfon  Ihe  men- 
tioned was  a  married  woman. 

At  length,  fhe  informed  me,  that  if  I 
would  be  at  the  pains  to  convince  myfelf  ot 
the  truth  of  what  (he  had  told  me,  I  might 
very  foon  do  it  ;  as  fhe  knew  their  place  of 
rendezvous,  and  would  attend  me.  With 
regard  to  the  gentleman,  he  had  my  free 
permiffion  to  engage  himfelf  wherever  he 
thought  proper.  But  as  the  lady  had  en- 
joyed my  confidence,  and  been  miftrefs  of 
every  thing  I  pofleired,  I  could  not  fo  eafily 
reconcile  myfelf  to  her  treachery.  I  was  now 
no  longer  at  a  lofs  to  account  for  the  many 
flories  I  had  heard  repeated  to  my  difadvan* 
tage.  But  the  perpetual  round  of  engage- 
ments I  was  involved  in,  made  me  forget 
for  a  time  the  information  I  had  received. 

One  evening,  however,  Clifford  came  tc 
mc,  and  informed  me,  that  if  I  would  go 
to  a  certain  houfe  in  Leicejler  Square,  I  might 
be  fatisfied  of  the  truth  of  what  flie  had  told 
me,  by  being  an  eye-witnefs  to  their  meet- 
ing. I  accordingly  fctout  with  her,  and 
was  convinced,,  from  occular  demonftration, 
that  my  female  friend  was  one  of  the  molt 
vvorthJefs  of  women. 

Mr.  Calcraft  alarmed  left  I  fhould  divulge 
the  affair,  which  might  bring  on  a  profecu- 
tion  from  the  injured  hufband,  came  di- 
rectly home,  in  order  to  prevail  upon  me  to 
be  filent.  But  I  was  gone  to  Madam  Bruna'sy 
P  3  defpilino- 
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defplfing  both  the  lady  and  the  gentleman 
too  much  to  trouble  myfelf  about  them. 
Shame,  avarice,  and,  I  have  reafon  to  be- 
lieve, difgujl,  mkde  him  avoid  me  for  fome 
time  after  the  difcovery.  But  this  I  was  not 
in  the  lead  difpleafed  at,  as  I  had  come  to  a 
refolution  to  leave  his  houfe. 

Notwithftanding  what  had  happened,  I 
entertained  no  doubt  but  that  he  would  keep 
the  promife  he  had  fo  often  made  to  me, 
and  fo  folemnly  repeated  to  Lady  Tyrawley. 
During  the  laft  three  months  of  my  refiding 
in  Parliament  Street y  we  did  not  meet  above 
twice.  At  the  expiration  of  the  time  when 
the  money  was  to  be  ])aid,  I  went  to  my 
;nuch-loved  advifer  at  Somerfet  Houfe.  Since 
1  had  informed  that  lady  of  my  jv^^/fituation, 
fhe  had  redoubled  her  regard  for  me.  My 
having  been  deceived  into  a  connection  with 
a  man  I  could  neither  love  litior  efteem,  fe- 
cured  me  her  compaflion.  As  fhe  faw  that 
the  uncertainty  of  my  fate  made  me, truly 
wretched,  her  ladyfl:iip  advlfed  me  not  to 
delay  coming  to  an  eclaircifTement ;  and  if 
Mr.  Calcraft  prevaricated  in  the  leaft,  to  quit 
the  houfe  immediately. 

Though  prudence  dictated  that  it  would 
not  be  proper  to  leave  Parliament  Street  till 
he  had  fulfilled  his  promife,  I  refolved  to 
fet  off  the  next  morning  for  Br[ftol,  if  he 
made  the  leaft  demur.  I  therefore,  as  foon  as  I 
returned  from  Lady  Tyrawlefs,  ordered  Clif- 
ford 
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ford  to  feal  up  the  receipts  of  Ma'ifoneuf, 
Deard,  and  Lazarus,  the  perfons  of  whom  I 
had  purchafed  my  jewels.  Thefe  amounted 
to  fix  thoufand  pounds,  exclufive  of  thofe 
left  me  by  M'lfs  Meredith,  and  which,  as  her 
legacy,  I  could  not  part  with.  1  further 
gave  her  diredlions  to  order  a  chaife  and  four 
to  be  ready  at  fix  o'clock,  and  to  pack  up 
what  would  be  neceflary  for  my  journey. 

It  was  very  uncommon  for  Mr.  Calcraft 
and  myfelf  to  dine  alone.  But  we  then  for- 
tunately fat  down  tete  a  tete.  Mrs.  fValker, 
who  knew  my  intention,  purpofely  abfented 
herfelf  upon  the  occafion.  She  was  pre- 
pared as  well  as  myfelf  for  the  journey,  as 
we  neither  of  us  had  the  lead  expediation  of 
his  performing  his  promife,  notwithfiianding 
Lady  'Tyrawky  was  fo  fanguinc. 

There  Is  not  in  nature  lb  difficult  a  tafk,  as 
to  prevail  upon  one's  felf  to  folicit  a  favour 
from  a  being;  we  hate.  Even  to  receive  an 
obligation  unaJJ^ed  is  difagreeable.  To  afk 
it  was  peculiarly  grating  to  my  mind,  as 
pecuniary  fubjeds  were  ever,  as  I  have  al- 
ready informed  you,  difcordant  to  my  foul. 
Thefe  fentiments  fprcad  an  unaccuftomed 
gravity  over  my  countenance.  This  could 
not  pafs  unobferved  by  him  ;  and  he  en- 
quired whether  I  was  indifpofed.  Upon  my 
anfwering,  yes !  he  was  good  enough  to  afk, 
of  what  nature  my  diforder  was.  To  which 
I  replied,  "  The  very  worfi:  that  can  opprefs 

*'  a  wretch  : 
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"  a  wretch ;  I  am  overwhelmed  with  debt, 
"  and  deceived  beyond  a  poffibility  of  re- 
"  paration." 

He  then  commented  upon  my  extrava- 
gance. Told  me  that  my  late  hours  afFed:ed 
my  health,  and  confequently  made  me  low 
fpirited.  Said,  that  I  enjoyed  every  pleafnre 
the  world  could  afford.  And  concluded 
with  affuring  me,  that  with  regard  to  my 
debts,  he  would  be  fatisfied  I  had  fome  re- 
gard for  him,  before  he  parted  with  fo  ca- 
pital a  fum.  After  this,  he  muttered  fome- 
thing  I  did  not,  at  that  time,  v/ell  under- 
hand. 

To  all  this  I  replied,  that  confidering  the 
terms  v/e  had  been  upon  fince  I  had  difco- 
vered  the  cruel  deception  he  had  made  ufe 
of  to  ruin  me,  he  could  not  poffibly  have 
any  right  to  cenfare  my  conducft ;  nor  did  I 
think  myfelf,  in  any  ihape,  accountable  to 
him.  And  as  to  regard  for  him,  I  neither 
had,  nor  ever  could,  profefs  what  was  fo- 
reign from  my  foul.  I  told  him,  that  what 
I  now  required  of  him,  was  only  the  per- 
formance of  a  promifb,  which  I  claimed  as 
a  debt.  A  promife  which  he  ought  to  con- 
fider  as  binding,  had  not  the  bills  to  be  dif- 
charged  been  for  what  was  confumed  in  his 
houfe  and  by  his  company  ;  but  as  he  kn^:'W 
that  to  be  really  the  cafe,  it  mufl  certainly 
render  the  obligation  Wronger.  I  then 
demanded  an  immediate  and  politive  ani'wer. 

To 
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To   this,  however,  without  any  heiitation, 
he  t^ave  u  negative. 

Upon  which,  I  ver}^  calml"^',  but  bellow- 
ing upon  him,  at  the  fame  time,  a  fmile  of 
the  moll  ineffable  contempt,  afked  him  if 
he  would  lend  me  the  fum  of  two  thoufand 
four  hundred  pounds  upon  my  jew^els,  which 
were  pledged.  I  mentioned  that  fum,  as 
the  intereft  had  accumulated,  and  I  had  no 
money  to  take  me  to  Briftol.  I  then  produced 
the  duplicate.  He  made  no  objedtion  to  the 
advance  of  two  thoufand  pounds,  but  the  four 
hundred  he  demurred  at.  Lets  I  told  him 
would  not  do.  At  lail  he  gave  Mr.  IVillis, 
the  clerk  I  have  often  mentioned,  the  money, 
upon  my  producing  the  jeweller's  receipts. 

When  this  was  done,  I  requefted  that  he 
would  difpofe  of  the  jewels  as  foon  as  he 
could,  and  having  repaid  himfelf  the  money 
he  had  now  advanced,  let  mc  have  the  over- 
plus to  pay  my  creditors,  as  far  as  it  would 
go;  for  I  could  do  very  well  with  the  dia- 
monds I  had,  or  without  any,  rather  than  to 
be  afked  for  money  that  was  juftly  due. 
He  gave  me  upvv^ards  of  a  hundred,  and 
feemed  very  happy  to  have  a  depofit  in  his 
hands,  worth  three  times  the  fum  he  had 
advanced.  Nor  was  it  the  leafl  part  of  his  . 
pleafure  that  he  had  made  me  eafy  at  fo 
cheap  a  rate. 

The  chaife  came  to  the  door  at  the  time  it 
was  ordered;  and  as  my  daughter   was  to 

return. 


l66  THE      LIFE      OF 

return,  the  fame  evening,  to  Camden  Hoiife, 
where  Ihe  went  to  fchool,  Afr.  Calcraft  might 
naturally  fuppofe  the  carriage  was  for  that 
purpofe ;  but  upon  his  obferving  four  horfes 
and  a  trunk  behind,  he  remarked  that  this 
was  unnecefTary  for  fo  Ihort  a  way.  To 
which  I  replied,  that  I  was  going  a  great 
way;  for  I  propofed  lying  at  Reading  that 
night.  And  as  the  horfes  were  my  own,  I 
certainly  had  a  right  to  make  ufe  of  them. 
At  hearing  this,  his  colour,  which  was  ge- 
nerally very  florid,  became  in  an  inflant  pale 
as  death.  He,  however,  handed  me  to 
the  carriage,  with  the  moft  calm,  and  ap- 
parently unafFedted  indifference.  I.  then  bid 
him  adieu;  faying,  we  fhould  never,  / hoped^ 
meet  again. 

When  I  got  into  the  chaife,  the  fenfations 
I  felt  could  not  be  exceeded  by  thofe  of  a 
wretch  reprieved  from  condign  punilhment. 
Though  deeply  involved  in  debt,  and  with- 
out one  pleaiing  profpedt,  I  never  in  my 
life  experienced  fuch  unimbittered  joy.  The 
parting  from  my  daughter  was  indeed  fome 
abatement  of  it  when  I  could  collc(£l  my 
thoughts,  but  as  I  intended  a  fpeedy  return, 
I  hoped  foon  to  fee  her  again  at  the  fchool, 
though  not  at  her  father's.  And  as  I  was 
accullomed  tobefeparated  from  her,  it  was 
but  a  momentary  pang. 

At  Salt-hill  I  met  Mr.  Fox,  to  whom  I  re-, 
lated  the  whole  of  what  had  happened.    He 

blamed 
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blamed  me  for  leaving  the  houfe  before  I 
was  quite  clear;  and  earneilly  requefled  that. 
I  would  return.  He  informed  me  that  Mr, 
Gz/tT^y?  had  hinted  at  my  having,  for  fom.e  time 
paft,  entertained  a  partiality  towards  an- 
other; and  my  quitting  his  houfe  fo  fud- 
denly,  he  faid,  would  tend  to  confirm  his 
fufpicions.  As  I  was  confcious  there  was 
not  the  leaft  foundation  for  fuch  a  furmife, 
it  doubly  incenfed  me  againft  the  entertainer 
of  it;  and  determined  me  never  to  fee  or 
hold  any  communication  with  a  man,  who 
added  calumny  to  the  irreparable  injuries 
he  had  done  me;  and  that  merely  to  avoid 
paying  what  in  juftice  and  equity  he  was 
obligated  to  do. 

Permit  me  here  to  add  to  what  I  have  al- 
ready faid  on  this  fubjecft,  that  I  cannot 
help  thinking  our  laws  are  very  deficient, 
in  not  making  a  promife  as  valid  as  a  bond. 
— As  to  myfelf,  I  efteem  it  much  more 
binding.  In  the  former  I  confider  myfelf 
as  obliged  to  the  perfon  who  accepts  it,  for 
placing  a  confidence  in  my  honour.  The 
fenfe  of  the  obligation  dwells  on  my  mind, 
and  Simulates  me  to  the  performance  of  it. 
As  in  love  or  friendihip  we  are  obliged  to 
the  perfons  who  think  us  worthy  of  their 
attention;  fo  in  a  promife,  I  am  doubly  in- 
debted to  thofe  who  give  me  credit  for  the 
fulfilling  it. 

Upon  my  arrival  at  Briflol,  I  received  a 

letter 
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letter  froai  ilfr.  AT^Jinp,  with  very  advan- 
tageous offers.  In  my  anfwer  I  informed 
bim  of  my  promif&  to  Mr.  IVoodivard,  which 
obliged  me  to  give  him  the  preference. 
And  foon  after  I  wrote  to  Mejfrs,  IVoodzuard 
and  Barry,  to  let  them  know  that  my  terms 
would  be  a  thoufand  guineas  for  the  feafon, 
and  two  ben,efits.  But  receiving  710  anfzver 
from  them,  I  accepted  of  Air.  Mojjop's  pro- 
,  pofal,  upon  the  fame  terms.  That  gentleman 
brought  the  agreement  down  to  me,  and 
the  Honourable  Mr.  Beresford  was  his  furc- 
tv. 

When  Mr.  Alojfop  returned  to  London,  he 
thought  himfelf  lb  happy  in  the  acquilition 
he  had  made  to  his  company,  that  he  men- 
tioned it  every  where.  The  news  foon 
reached  Mr  Calcraft,  Alarmed  at  it,  he  wrote 
to  LordTyrawley,  who  was  then  at  Bath,  re- 
quelling  that  he  would  come  over  to  Briftol 
to  me,  and  endeavour  to  prevail  upon  me 
to  return  to  him.  He  at  the  fame  time,  of- 
fered me,  by  his  Lordlhip,  a  charte  blanche. 
My  good  friend,  ^/«,  and  General  Honeywood, 
attended  his  Lordfhip  in  this  vifit. 

My  Lord  made  ufe  of  every  argument  in 
his  power,  to  influence  me  to  accept  of  Air. 
~  Cakraft's  propofals.  And  my  fecond  father 
united  his  influence,  which  was  not  in  the 
leall  abated,  with  that  of  his  Lordfhip;  but 
I  was  inflexible.  I  had  not  an  opportunity 
of  acquainting   Lord  Tyrazvky  with  the    real 

caufe 
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caufe  of  this  apparent  obflinacy;  but  as  the 
penalt}^  of  my  engagement  with  Mojfop  was 
in  the  fum  of  two  thoufand  pounds,  I  knev^ 
it  was  fcarcely  to  be  expefted,  that  a  man, 
who  infligated  by  avaricCj  had  repeatedly 
broke  the  mofl  iolemn  promifes,  would 
engage  to  pay  fuch  an  additional  fum. 

But  had  he  confented  to  make  over  to  me 
the  whole  of  his  fortune,  unlefs  induced 
by  my  affection  for  my  children,  I  would 
not  have  accepted  of  it.  For  though  paf- 
lion  was  but  a  bad  excufe  for  the  unpardon- 
able deceptions  he  made  ufc  of  to  get  pof- 
feffion  of  me,  yet  it  was  fome  excufe. 
Whereas  no  palliation  could  be  urged  for 
his  meannefs,  and  repeated  breaches  of 
faith,  in  not  exonerating  me  from  my  debts. 
This  had  fo  deeply  rooted  my  contempt  for 
him,  that  whatever  offers  he  could  make, 
ijeferved,  and  received  a  rejection. 

Before  Lord  lyrawley  and  his  companions 
left  me,  Mr,  ^uin  laid  me  a  wager  of  one 
hundred  guineas,  that  I  Ihould  not  go  to 
Ireland.  Which,  on  his  loofing  the  wager, 
he  afterwards  fent  me,  without  my  remind- 
ing him  of  it ;  but  what  was  of  much  greater 
value  to  me  than  the  money,  he  accompa- 
nied it  with  a  letter  containing  aflurances 
of  his  unalterable  friendfliip.  And,  indeed, 
it  only  ended  with  his  life. 

G.  A.  B. 
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LETTER-   LXXIII. 

July  25,  17—. 

'Y  journey  from  Briftol  to  Chefler  was 
very  difagreeable,  as  it  was  acrofs 
the  country,  and  through  bad  roads.  When 
I  got  to  that  city,  I  met  my  fervants,  to- 
gether with  all  my  paraphernalia,  plate, 
and  every  thing  but  the  money  I  expedied 
for  the  overplus  of  my  jewels.  Mr.  Cal- 
craft  wrote  me;  but  he  took  no  notice  of 
what  alone  could  have  made  his  letter 
agreeable.  As  the  epiille  is  rather  a  curious 
one,  I  will  copy  it.  Young  gentlemen 
may  learn  from  it  how  to  write  to  their 
fweethearts. 

**  Chr'iji  Jefus  God,  why  do  you  keep  me 
•*  in  this  torment.  If  you  will  not  wTite, 
*'  tell  me  fo,  and  make  me  completely  mi- 
*'  ferable.  I  have  had  a  letter  from  my 
**  Lord^  and  have  feen  that  to  your  maid  ;  by 
"  which  I  find  you  are  unalterable  in  your 
"  refolution.  I  hate  HoUwood,  and  every 
**  place  which  reminds  me  how  happy  I 
**  have  been  in  your  company.  Caroline  has 
*'  almoft  broke  my  heart  with  fhewing  me 
**  the  fweet  letter  which  accompanied  your 
**  fairing.  Every  body  is  made  happy  but 
"  me  ;  but  vexation  and  the  gout  will  foon 
**  relieve  you  from  the  man  you  hate.  I 
<*  have  ordered  the  plate,  your  new  fedan, 

and 
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and  books  to  be  fent  you.  I  have  fent 
3^011  the  parchment  I  have  found,  which 
I  fuppofe  is  the  counter  part  of  your 
annuity ;  but  depend  upon  it,  I  fhall  not 
think  it  fufficient  for  your  fupporr.  For 
God's  fake  write  to  me,  and  be  aflured 
whilfl  I  have  breath,  I  am  afFedionately 
yours, 

**  Signed, 
«  JOHN  CALCRAFT." 
The  parchment  mentioned  in  the  above 
letter,  was  that  given  me  by  Mr.  Dairy,  the 
perfon  who  had  lent  me  the  five  hundred 
pounds.  It  was  a  writing  to  fhow  that  I 
had  only  fold  the  annuity  conditionally.  Mr. 
Calcraft^s  barefaced  meannefs  in  pretending 
to  be  ignorant  of  what  he  had  before  up- 
braided me  with,  increafed,  if  poffible,  my 
difguft  and  contempt. 

Unfortunately  for  me,  I  kept  thefe  feel- 
ings, with  the  injuries  which  occafioned 
them,  a  fecret  from  every  body  but  Lady 
Tyrawley.  Whilft  my  former  friend,  the 
perfon  who  had  fucceeded  me  in  Mr,  Cal- 
craft's  affection,  propagated  innumerable 
falfehoods  againfl  me.  As  fhe  polfeiTed  a 
fertile  genius,  ihe  was  able  to  cloath  them 
with  an  appearance  of  plaufibility,  which 
made  them  believed;  and  my  filence  gave 
her  every  advantage  over  me.  My  extra- 
vagance furnifhed  her  with  a  fund  of  ca- 
lumny. Nor  was  this  the  word.  It  was  in- 
Qj2,  duftrioufly 
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duflriouily  reported,  that  I  entertained  a 
partiality  for  a  man  I  fcarcely  knew;  and 
that  this  was  the  caufe  of  my  leaving  Mr, 
Cakraft.  So  improbable  a  flory,  I  think 
GOuld  hardly  gain  belief.  For,  had  that 
been  the  cafe,  I  fhould  certainly  have  Itaid 
•in  London,  where  my  imagined  lover  was, 
rather  than  have  removed  to  fo  great  a 
dillance  from  him. 

But  to  what  lengths  will  not  malevolence 
and  the  love  of  ilander  carry  fome  people  ! 
hlow  iinely  and  at  the  fame  time  how  jujllj 
has  Shakefpear  defcribed  this  propenfity, 
in  the  following  lines ! 

Slander 

Whofe  edge  is  Iharper  than  the  fword; 

whofe  tongue 
Out-venoms  all  the  worms  of  Nile;  whofe 

breath 
Rides   on  the   porting   winds,    and  doth 

belie 
AH  corners  of  the  world,  kings,  queens, 

and  ftates. 
Maids,  matrons;  nay,  the  fecrcts  of  the 

grave 
This  viperous  llander  enters.* 

Inftead  of  being  able,  to  indulge  any 
tender  emotions,  the  mortification  and  dif- 
guil:  I  had  fo  long  been  a  prey  to,  entirely 

en- 
*  Cymbcrline  A£t.  3d.  Scene  4th, 
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engrofTed  my  thoughts.  I  had  not  even  the 
llighteil;  idea  of  formino;  another  connexion. 
Not  that  I  thought  mylelf  debarred  from  it 
by  any  ties  that  fubiifted  between  myfelf  and 
Mr.  Cakraft ;  for  thefe  were  now  perfectly 
dilFolved  by  his  duplicity..  Had  I  encou- 
raged fuch  a  wifh,  I  could  foon  have  extri- 
cated myfelf  from  all  my  difficulties,  as  there 
was  many  a  competitor  for  my  favour;  par- 
ticularly one  of  the  firft  and  moft  generous 
men  in  the  kingdom. 

The  pacquet  not  being  ready  to  fail  from 
Parkgate,  left  I  fhould  forfeit  the  penalty  of 
my  articles,  bv  not  being  at  Dublin  in  time, 
1  let  oft'  for  Hol)head.  As  I  travelled  by 
myfelf,  I  had  leifure  to  indulge  my  melan- 
choly I  could  not  even  help  envying  the 
happinefs  of  my  fervants,  in  whofe  bolbms 
chearful  innocence  feemed  to  reign,  v/hilft  I 
was  tortured  with  the  fevereft  reflexion?. 
Thefe  arofe,  not  only  from  my  unhappy  li- 
tuation,  but  from  the  perfidy  and  ingratitude 
I  had  experienced  from  a  man,  who,  whilil 
he  was  pretending  to  regret  my  lofs,  was, 
as  I  had  been  informed,  abetting  and  in- 
venting the  moft  improbable,  and  the  falfeil: 
reports  of  me. 

Among  thefe,  it  was  given  out  by  them, 
that  I  encouraged  the  addreffes  of  a  noble 
Lord,  with  whofe  Countefs  I  had  the  honour 
of  being  upon  terms  of  intimacy.  Had  I 
been  inclined  to  gallantry,  for  this  reafon,  as 
0.3  weU 


174  THE       LIFE      OF 

well  as  upon  account  of  his  own  deformity, 
that  nobleman  would  have  been  the  laft  man 
I  ihould  have  chofen.  They  alfo  carried 
their  inveteracy  fo  far,  as  to  engage  a  perfon 
who  wrote  for  bread,  and  is  a  difgrace  to  the 
navy,  to  fcandalize  me  in  a  fcurrilous  pub- 
lication, not  unlike  Bellman's  Verfes. 

In  travelling  to  the  Head,  however  dull 
and  melancholy  my  days  were,  I  had  great 
entertainment  in  the  evenings ;  there  being 
always  fome  perfon  at  the  inns  playing  upon 
the  harp,  the  favourite  inftrument  of  the 
Welch.  And  the  ditties  they  played  feem- 
cd  to  fuit  the  gloomy  temperature  of  my 
mind.  When  I  arrived  at  Conway  Ferry, 
the  wind  was  fo  high,  that  it  was  impracti- 
cable to  go  over.  I  was  therefore  obliged 
to  remain  at  the  ferry  houfe  during  thenight* 

Herd  was  neceffitated  to  fup  in  the  fame 
room  with  all  thofe  who  were  forced,  like 
myfelf,  to  take  up  their  abode  at  the  inn. 
There  being  but  one  room  below  Hairs,  and 
that,  like  the  cobler's,  ferving  at  once  for 
**  parlour,  for  kitchen,  and  hall;"  we  all 
fat  together;  only  the  parlour  was  di- 
vided from  the  kitchen  by  a  curtain. 
And  both  were  tolerably  well  filled.  For 
befides  my  fuite,  which  confifted  of  the 
two  poftillions,  a  guide,  two  footmen, 
and  three  maids,  the  company  was  numer- 
ous. From  the  unfavourable  appearance  of 
tke  habitation,  I  was  apprehenfive  that  my 

enter- 
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entertainment  would  have  been  as  homely. 
But  I  was  not  only  moft  agreeably  furprized 
with  one  of  the  beft  fuppers  I  had  ever  fat 
down  ro  at  an  inn,  but  with  a  fmall  neat  bed- 
room, and  a  very  good  bed,  and  every  accom- 
modation that  could  be  hoped  for  in  the  bell 
inns  on  the  road.  And  all  this  at  fo  trifling 
an  expence,  that  it  was  not  to  be  imagined 
people  of  the  houfe  could  get  a  reafonable 
profit. 

When  I  arrived  at  the  Head,  the  packet 
was  ready  to  fail.  I  found  there  a  great 
number  of  people  waiting  to  go  over,  but 
very  few  would  venture,  the  fea  being  ex- 
ceedingly boifterous.  But  as  I  neither  wifh- 
ed  for  life,  nor  was  apprehenfive  of  danger, 
it  was  very  immaterial  to  me  in  what  ftate 
the  fea  was.  I  therefore  went  aboard,  and, 
by  way  of  preheminence,  was  cooped  up  in 
what  is  called  the  ftate-cabin.  Thisfituation 
was  the  means  of  my  being  more  indifpofed 
than  I  otherwife  Ihould  have  been.  For 
during  a  ftorm,  which  lafted  four  days,  I 
underwent  the  moft  excruciating  ficknefs. 
And  this  was  augmented  by  having  nothing 
to  drink  but  cold  water.  As  the  palfage 
is  ufually  made  in  a  few  hours,  I  had  not 
thought  it  neceffary  to  lay  in  a  fea-ftore. 

We  landed  at  Dunlary ;  when  I  was  fo 
much  enfeebled  by  the  fatigue  I  had  under- 
gone, that  I  was  obliged  to  be  fupported  to 
the  Ihore.  A  coach  was  fent  from  Dublin 
to  convey  me  to  the  houfe  of  a  lady  on  Col- 
lege 
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lege  Green,  with  whom  I  had  been  very  in- 
timate. As  unpacking  would  take  up  more 
time  than  I  chofe  to  beflow  upon  it,  1  fet  off 
immediately,  without  flaying  to  change  even 
my  linen.  And  from  the  fituation  I  had 
been  in  for  four  days,  together  with  the  un- 
eafy  flate  of  my  mind,  it  mufh  be  fuppofcd 
that  my  appearance  was  not  the  molt  bril- 
liant. 

My  arrival  having  been  hourly  expecfted, 
euriolity  had  induced  many  of  the  ftudents 
of  the  college  to  watch  for  my  coming.  I 
accordingly  found  the  door  of  the  houfe,  at 
which  I  was  to  alight,  crowded  with  them,  in 
expeftation  of  beholding  a  wonder.  For  it 
could  not  enter  into  the  imagination  of  thofe 
young  gentlemen,  that  any  thing  lefs  than 
zperje5t  beauty  had  been  fo  general  a  topic  of 
converfation,  and  the  fubjed:  of  fo  many 
poetical  compliments  from  their  predecef- 
fors. 

One  of  my  female  domellics  was  tolerably 
handfome  ;  Ihe  therefore  at  firft  caught  their 
eyes ;  but  as  Ihe  had  not  that  appearance  of 
elegance  which  diftinguifhes  the  gentlewo- 
man, the  miftake  was  but  momentary.  At 
length  I  ftepped  out  of  the  coach.  The  long- 
exped:ed  phoenomenon  now  made  her  ap- 
pearance. But  Oh,  how  different  a  figure 
from  what  their  imagination  had  depicftured ! 
Fafliion  to  yourfelf  the  idea  of  a  little  dirty 
creature,  bent  nearly  double>  enfeebled  by 
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fatigue,  her  countenance  tinged  with  the 
jaundice,  and  in  every  relpedt  the  reverfe  of 
a  perfon  who  could  make  the  leaft  preten- 
fions  to  beauty.  Such  was  I,  when  I  pre- 
fented  myfelf  to  the  fight  of  the  gazing 
crowd.  And  fo  great  and  natural  was  their 
furprize  and  dilappointment,  that  they  im- 
mediately vaniilicd,  and  left  me  to  crawl  into 
the  houfe,  without  admiration  or  molefta- 
tion. 

I  fpcnt  the  evening  at  the  Parliament 
Houfe,  where  many  of  the  feniors  of  the 
college,  as  well  as  the  Provoft,  were  prefent. 
Others  likewife  came  to  fee  the  fright  which 
had  excited  the  difguft  of  the  curious  in  the 
morning.  Nothing  is  fo  favourable  to  an 
objed:  as  exaggerated  difpraife.  For,  with 
only  the  afliftance  of  ablution,  and  in  the 
moil:  fimple  drefs,  (fimplicity  in  my  drefs 
being,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  my  con- 
flant  adoption,  except  when  finery  was  ab- 
folutely  needful,  and  I  always  fcorned  to 
owe  any  addition  to  art,  which  I  difliked  as 
much  in  the  adornment  of  the  perfon  as  of 
the  mind)  I  made  a  more  favourable  im- 
preffion  upon  the  company  than  could  have 
been  expe(5ted. 

The  next  morning  Mr.  Moffbp  came  to  con- 
gratulate me  upon  my  fafe  arrival,  as  the 
violence  of  the  ftorm  had  made  him  appre- 
henfive  for  my  fafety.  He  informed  me  that 
i\/r.  Woodzvard  had  been  confined  by  a  fever 

at 
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at  Cork ;  notwithftanding  which,  as  foon 
as  he  heard  of  my  engagement,  he  had 
fent  the  letter  containing  my  promife  of 
giving  him  the  preference,  to  Mr.  Barry,  who 
had  mofl  illiberally  pofled  it  up  in  one  of 
the  principal  coffee-houfes  in  Dublin*  It 
might  not  be  unneceffary  to  add  here,  that 
when  Air.  Calcrajt  was  informed  of  this  tranf- 
ad:ion,  he  fent  to  demand  oi Barry  four  hun- 
dred pounds  he  had  lent  him  fome  years  bcj 
fore.  As  it  was  not  in  Barry's  power,  Mr. 
H'oodward  was  obliged  to  pay  it  for  him. 
Thus  was  the  latter  punillied  for  his  indif- 
cretion  with  regard  to  my  letter. 

I  had  fent  my  men  fervants  and  the  horfes 
back  to  London  from  Holyhead,  as  the  in- 
convenience of  bringing  them  to  Dublin 
would  have  been  great.  Finding  lodgings 
to  be  inconvenient,  I  took  a  ready-furnilhed 
houfe  in  Frederick-ftreet.  And  as  the  theatre 
did  not  open  for  fome  time  after  my  arrival, 
I  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  many  ladies, 
who  favoured  me  with  their  recolleQ:ion  and 
intimacy.  My  old  acquaintance,  Mr.  Crump, 
with  whom  I  had  always  dealt  for  Irifti  lin- 
nens,  after  my  mother  had  declined  that  ar- 
ticle, came  to  pay  his  refpefts  to  me.  And 
as  he  was  an  univerfal  merchant,  I  ordered 
of  him  wine,  and  what  other  things  I  want- 
ed. He  had  entered  into  a  connection  in 
trade  with  a  perfon,  whofe  name  was  Hpfea 
Coates,    This  man  was  of  a  ryde,  turbulent 
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difpoiitlon,  and  greatly  attached  to  Crow- 
flreet  theatre,  in  which  he  had  feveral  fhares; 
he  confequently  dreaded  my  fuccefs. 

Upon  the  opening  of  the  theatres,  the  la- 
dies of  Dublin  divided  themfelves  into  dif- 
ferent parties,  making  a  point  to  fiipport, 
with  their  utmoft  intereft,  the  houfe  they 
attached  themfelves  to.  Ladies  KildarCy 
Brandon,  Leinjier,  Pozverfcourt,  and  the  Honour-f 
able  Mifi  Caujield,  with  many  other  refped:- 
able  perfonages,  profelTed  themfelves  the 
patroneffes  of  MoJJop  and  myfelf.  And  in- 
deed I  muft  attribute  a  great  part  of  the  fuc- 
cefs we  met  with,  to  their  partiality;  the 
company  in  Crow-ftreet  being  infinitely 
ftronger  than  ours.  That  confifted  of  Barry, 
fVoodward,  Abington,  and  Fitzhenry,  befides 
fome  good  feconds.  Among  thefe  I  include 
Mrs,  Dancer,  who  was  by  no  means  looked 
upon  as  capital  then. 

As  for  our  troop,  it  always  put  me  in 
mind  of  Sir  John  FalflafF's  ragged  regiment, 
2.  part  of  which  he  had  robbed  the  gibbets 
of.  We  were,  however,  joined,  fome  fhort 
time  after,  by  Mr.  Brown,  who  had  merit  in 
comedy ;  and  by  Mr,  Digges,  who  was  a  great 
favourite  in  Dublin,  particuferly  among  the 
ladies.  As  the  latter  will  make  a  principal 
figure  in  the  fubfequent  part  of  my  hiftory, 
it  will  be  neceflary  to  give  a  fhort  defcrip- 
tion  of  him.  He  is  bleft  with  talents,  is  a 
fine  figure,  his  face  is  handfome,  and  he  has 

the 
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the  art  of  perfuading  thofe  with  whom  he 
converfes,  that  he  is  the  heft  of  men. 
""I  hroiigh  my  intimacy  in  the  Delazuar  fa- 
mily^ I  learned  that  he  had  been  ill  treated 
by  his  uncle,  and  pitied  him  much  ;  but  as 
his  charadter  was  univerfally  known  to  be 
that  of  a  man  of  gallantry,  I  declined  ad- 
mittinghiili  as  a  viiitor. 

This  was  the  ftate  of  our  company,  and 
likewife  of  the  parties  of  the  ladies,  who 
carried  their  partiality  to  the  moft  extrava- 
gant lengths.  I  appeared  in  Belvidera.  But 
was  by  no  means  fo  well  received  in  it  as  I 
had  formerly  been.  This  hurt  me  great- 
ly, as  I  did  not  give  myfelf  time  to  coniider, 
that  I  then  had  no  competitor;  and  now  I 
was  left  to  ftand  alone  againfl  the  united 
force  of  a  company,  which  would  have  done 
credit  to  a  London  theatre.  We,  however, 
more  than  fhared  the  public  favour. 

Mr.  MqJJop  revived  **^  The  Orphan  of  China," 
which  had  fucceeded  at  Drury-Lane  the 
winter  before.  The  drefles,  in  which  he 
and  myfelf  were  to  perform,  came  from  Lon- 
don. But  how  to  manage,  with  regard  to 
thofe  of  the  reft  of  the  charadters,  was  a  dif- 
ficulty hardly  to  be  got  over.  As  the  ma- 
ger  had  quarrelled  with  T'racey,  the  taylor, 
credit  was  no  more  to  be  had  than  money. 
And  if  the  piece  could. not  be  got  up  fo  as 
to  anticipate  the  other  houfe,  we  had  very 
little  chance  of  rivalling  them  in  it ;  all  their 
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decorarions,  cloaths,  &;c.  being  expcfted 
from  London,  and  having  been  already  puf- 
fed away  in  all  the  papers,  in  rhe  moft  olten- 
tatioLis  manner. 

At  length  I  prevailed  upon  Tracey,  not  only 
to  make  and  expedite  the  drelles,  but  like- 
wife  to  find  the  materials.  We  rehearfed 
three  times  a  day,  and  after  having  taken 
the  moil  indefatigable  pains,  got  the  piece 
ready  for  reprefentation  in  lefs  than  a  week. 
We  accordingly  were  able  to  perform  it  be- 
fore the  proprietors  of  Crow-ftreet,  and  got 
eight  great  audiences,  ere  the  finery  they  fo 
much  boafted  of  arrived.  This  manoeuvre 
proved  a  fore  difappointment  to  the  expe«fta- 
tians  of  the  gentry  of  the  other  houfe,  who 
were  thereby  prevented  from  reimburfing 
their  expences,  which,  I  was  informed,  were 
very  confiderable. 

Mr.  Digges  who  had  marked  me  for  a  con- 
queft,  fighed  at  a  diftance,  and  covered  his 
vanity  with  fuch  awful  refped:,  that  I  ima- 
gined the  charad:er  I  had  heard  of  him  was 
not  a  juft  one.  He,  at  length,  through  the 
introduftion  of  a  female  acquaintance  of 
mine,  got  admittance  to  my  houfe  as  a  vi- 
fitor.  And  as  he  was  really  the  accomplifh- 
ed  gentleman  and  an  entertaining  compa- 
nion, it  was  impoffibleto  refill  being  pleafed 
with  his  company.  For  a  while  he  afledted 
to  fmothcr  his  pafifion.  But  in  a  ihort  time 
after,  being  really  ill,  or  pretending  to  be 
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fo,  he  wrote  to  me,  and  declared  that  love 
for  me  was  the  caufe  of  it.  Impelled  by  an 
irrefiftible  fatality,  I  read  his  letters.  And 
a  circumftance  foon  after  happened,  which 
helped   to  forward   the  attainment   of  his 


wifhes. 
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LETTER        LXXIV. 

July  31,  17— 

MY  bill,  for  wine  and  other  articles, 
had  of  Mr.  Crump,  amounted  to  four 
hundred  pounds,  two  of  which  I  had  paid  ; 
and  intended  fettling  the  whole  at  my  be- 
nefit, which  I  thought  would  be  in  good 
time.  For  though  I  received  fifty  guineas 
a  .week,  yet  through  the  extravagance  of 
my  fervants,  and  my  own  thoughtleflhefs, 
I  had  not  a  guinea  before  hand.  But  to  my 
great  furprife  I  heard  that  Air.  Crump  had 
failed,  and  that  Coates  had  taken  poffeffion 
of  his  effe6:s,  books,  &c.    . 

Coriolanus  was  befpoke,  and  Mr.  MoJJop  had 
the  agreeable  profpedt  of  a  fubfcription  for 
fix  plays,  which  would  enable  him  to  pay 
the  performers.  For  not  one  of  them  was 
regularly  paid  but  myfelf,  though  by  what 
means  he  expended  his  money  I  could  not 
imagine.  As  I  went  one  day  as  ufual  to  the 
rehearfal,  I  obferveda  mean-looking  fellow 

run 
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Tun  by  the  fide  of  my  chair.  I  called,  in 
my  way,  upon  a  lady.  Still  the  fame  man 
was  my  attendant.  Having  no  fufpicion  of 
any  danger  from  hixii,  I  attributed  it  to  the 
beauty  of  my  fedan  ;  which,  indeed,  at 
tradled  every  eye. 

I  had  fome  company  at  dinner,  whick 
made  it  rather  later  than  ufual  when  I  ^^^t 
out  for  the  theatre.  As  my  chairmen  enter- 
ed Damafk-ftreet,  the  man  who  had  follow- 
ed me  in  the  morning  knocked  at  the  front 
window  of  my  chair,  and,  when  I  had  let  it 
down,  fhowed  me  a  bit  of  paper.  Upon  my 
enquiring  what  it  was,  he  told  me  it  was  a 
writ  for  the  two  hundred  pounds  I  owed 
Coates,  as  fucceflbr  to  Crump's  affairs,  and  in- 
fifted  that  I  fhould  go  with  him.  I  told 
him  he  fhould  have  the  money,  if  he  would 
go  to  the  theatre,  and  that  I  v/ould  likewife 
make  him  a  handfome  prefent  for  the  per- 
miilion.  But  this  he  would  not  confent  to 
do  ;  as,  he  faid,  he  had  particular  orders 
from  the  plaintiff  to  the  contrary. 

This  being  the  cafe,  I  made  a  virtue  of 
necefTity,  and  went  with  him  to  a  houfe  in 
Skinner-row.  When  I  got  there,  I  fent  for 
Coates,  but  he  was  not  to  be  found.  The 
ofhcer  now  candidly  told  me,  that  the  inten- 
tion ot  taking  me  in  the  evening  was,  to 
prevent  my  appearing  at  theatre  that  night. 
He  had  been  particularly  warned,  he  faid, 
not  to  arreft  me  in  the  morning,  as  they  were 
R  2  well 
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well  affured  I  fliould  have  paid  the  debt,  and 
by  that  means  have  difappointed  their  pur- 
pofe.  It  was  two  o'clock  in  the  morning 
before  the  plaintiff  could  be  met  with,  and 
as  he  had  given  orders  that  the  affair  Ihonld 
only  be  fettled  by  himfelf,  I  was  obliged  to 
wait  with  patience  his  coming.  Mrs.  Molloy 
and  Mifs  Ly'll  vifited  me  in  my  durance,  and, 
I  believe,  the  officer's  houfe  was  never  fo 
graced  before. 

Mrs.  Ujloer  had  been  obliged  to  read  my 
part.  As  foon  as  the  play  was  over,  Mr, 
Mojfop  came  to  me.  And  I  was  vaftly  ap- 
prehend ve  that  he  would  have  caned  Coates. 
This  was  what  the  man  feemed  to  wifli,  for 
fuch  a  vulgar  impertinent  I  never  heard  be- 
fore. He  had  the  impdudence  to  tell  us, 
that  he  knew  he  fhould  ealily  have  got  the 
money,  but  he  willied  to  prevent  my  play- 
ing that  night.  "  Every  thing,"  continued 
he,  "  is  fair,  where  interefts  claili." 

When  Mr.  JDlgges  found  me  in  this  fitua- 
tion,  he  was  like  a  diftra<fted  man.  His  firlt 
buiinefs  was  to  give  a  moft  fevere  chaflife- 
n\t\\X.  to  Coates ;  which,  together  with  fome 
other  enibarraflments  in  his  private  affairs, 
obliged  him  to  leave  Dublin.  Before  he 
went,  he  wrote  to  me,  earneftly  requefling 
to  fpeakwith  me.  I  confented.  When  his 
attractions,  his  fufferings,  gratitude,  pity, 
and  a  predilecftion  in  his  favour,  all  joined 
to  induce  me  to  enter  into  zferious  connedtion 

with 
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with  him.  ThiF,  though  not  binding  by 
the  laws  of  the  country  to  a  perfori 
of  my  religious  perfuafion,  was  notwith- 
{landing  valid  to  all  intents  and  purpofes^ 
And  the  connection,  in  confequence,  made 
us  mutually  unhappy,  during  the  two  years 
we  lived  together. 

I  was,  I  think,  to  be  unhappy  in  every 
union  I  formed.  Whether  this  arofe  from 
the  contrarieties  naturally  attendant  on  love,, 
fo  truly  defcrlbed  by  Shakfpeare  in  the  fol- 
lowing beautiful  lines,  or  from  feme  other 
C-Uife,  I  will  not  pretend  to  fay., 

— For  aught  that  ever  I  could  read. 
Could  ever  hear  by  tale  or  hiftory, 
The    courfe   of    true  love  never    did  run 

fmooth ; 
But  either  it  was  different  in  blood; 
Or  elfe  mifgrafred  in  refpedt  of  years ; 
Or  elfe  it  flood  upon  the  choice  of  friends; 
Or  if  there  were  a  fympathy  in  choice. 
War,  death,  or  fickncfs,  did  lay  fiege  to  it ; 
Making  it  momentary,  as  a  found ; 
Swift  as  a  Ihadow  ;  fhort  as  any  dream; 
Brief  as  the  lightningin  the  collied  night*. 

I  received,  about  this  time,  a  letter  from 
Mr,  Alderman  Cracroft,  my  attorney  in  Lon- 
don, informing  me,  that  Mr.  jPjz^'s  attor- 
ney had  orders  to  fue  me  for  the  arrears  due 
upon  my  annuity;  unlefs  1  fent  him  a  powe^ 
"      R  3  of 

*  A  Midfummer's  NisLt  Dream,  Act  I.  Scene  1^ 
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of  attorney  to  enable  him  to  make  a  lawful 
claim  upon  Mr,  Calcraft,  who  had  refufed 
to  pay  it.  As  I  had  made  no  doubt  but  that 
it  had  been  regularly  paid,  1  was  doubly 
angry  at  his  meannefs  in  haying  in  his  letter 
pretended  ignorance  of  the  affair.  I  there- 
fore immediately  figned  the  writing  that 
was  fent  me  ;  and  forwarded  it  to  Lodon  by 
the  firll  poft.  I  afterwards  heard,  that  up- 
on Mr.  Calcrafi's  treating  the  perfon  who 
made  the  demand,  very  cavalierly,  he  was 
arretted.  Hurt  at  fuch  an  indignity  offered 
to  a  man  of  his  great  confequence,  he  threw 
the  caufe  into  chancery,  where  it  remained 
hung  up,  during  Mr.  Davy's  life,  who  was 
too  opulent  and  too  indolent  to  carry  on  the 
fuit. 

I  remained  in  Dublin  till  the  middle  of 
the  fummer.  And  Mr.  Moffbp  not  being  able 
to  pay  me  the  whole  of  what  he  had  engag- 
ed for,  I  was  obliged  to  borrow  four  hun- 
dred pounds  before  I  could  leave  the  king- 
dom. After  I  landed  in  England,  I  was 
taken  fo  ill  at  Chefter,  that  I  was  confined 
for  feveral  days.  I  had  the  happinefs  to 
come  over  with  two  ladies,  who  were  very 
attentive  to  me,  and  who  were  kind  enough 
to  delay  their  journey,  in  order  that  we 
might  travel  to  town  together. 

When  I  was  tolerably  recovered,  thefe 
ladies  perfuaded  me  to  go  with  them  to  the 
concert.     There  I  met  Mr.  Crump,    As   I 

had 
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had  not  feen  him,  or  heard  anything  from 
him,  fince  my  being  arretted  for  the  debt 
due  to  him;  it  was  natural  for  me  to  fup- 
pofe  that  he  not  only  knew  of  the  affair,  but 
was  confenting  to  it.  I  accordingly,  when 
he  faluted  me  with  his  ufual  cordiality, 
could  not  help  exprefling  my  furprife  at  it. 
An  explanation  took  place;  immediately 
after  which,  he  abruptly  left  the  room, 
and,  as  I  have  fmce  heard,  fet  off  for  Dub- 
lin, where  he  endeavoured  to  revenge  him- 
felf  upon  Coates.  But  he  was  difappointed 
in  this,  for  Coaies  having  received  fome  in- 
timation of  his  defign,  and  dreading  his  re- 
folution,  to  avoid  his  fury,  fet  off  for  Eng- 
land. And  in  a  fhort  time  after,  this  much 
injured  man,  who  had  before  given  fome 
proofs  of  infanity,  died  raving  mad. 

Upon  my  arrival  in  London,  my  health 
not  being  perfe<5tly  reftored,  I  went  to  my 
former  lodgings  at  Chelfea,  from  thence  I 
wrote  to  Mr.  Cracroft,  informing  him  that 
I  would  be  with  him  in  a  few  days.  I  was 
indebted  to  this  gentleman  a  very  confider- 
ablefum;  and  he  had  expreffed  fome  dif- 
pleafure  in  a  letter  he  wrote  me,  upon  ac- 
count of  my  leaving  the  kingdom,  without 
acquainting  him  with  my  defign,  I  own  I 
was  unpardonable  in  not  doing  it;  and  the 
more  fo,  as  I  was  very  intimate  with  his  lady 
and  family. 

When  I  waited  on  the  Alderman,  he  afked 

mc 
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me  whether  I  had  any  engagment  at  the 
theatre.  To  which  I  anfwered  in  the  nega- 
tive;  adding,  that  I  could  not  attempt  to 
make  one,  till  my  affairs  were  fettled.  He 
faid,  it  would  be  very  difHcult  to  do  that, 
as  the  amount  of  what  I  owed  was  more  than 
he  believed  I  thought  it.  I  had  made  no 
doubt  but  that  Mr.  Calcraft  had  appro- 
priated the  overplus  arifing  from  the  fale  of 
my  jewels  to  the  payment  of  my  debts,  as  far 
as  it  would  go,  and  I  concluded  that  might 
amount  to  near  four  thoufand  pounds.  The 
workmanlliip  of  fome  of  them  was  lb  ex- 
tremely curious,  that  it  muft  have  infured  the 
fale  of  them,  and  that  at  a  very  good  price^ 
There  was  among  them  a  windmill,  which,, 
upon  being  wound  up,  went  for  three 
hours;  and  a  cap  fet  in  a  fli.le  peculiarly 
elegant. 

How  great  then  was  my  aflonilhment, 
when  I  was  informed  by  the  Aldetman,  that 
they  had  been  delivered  to  Mi\  Jeffries,  a 
fword  cutler  in  the  Strand,  who  had  broke 
them  to  pieces  by  order  of  Mr.  Calcraft^, 
and  that  the  money  ariling  from  them  only 
amounted  to  eleven  hundred  pounds.  As  I  had 
delivered  Mr.  Calcraft  the  receipts,  which, 
were  for  more  than  fix  thoufand  pounds,  and 
they  had  been  purchafed  of  perfons  of  re- 
putation in  that  bufinefs,  I  could  not  acr 
count   for  the  manoeuvre.     I  therefore  de- 

fited 
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fired  him  to  write  to  Mr,  Cala'aft  upon  the 
fubjedt. 

Mr.  Calcraft  now  proceeded  to  inform  me, 
that  he  had  received  a  lilt  of  my  debts  from 
Clifford,  (who  had  left  me  upon  account  of 
her  being  married,)  and  that  they  amount- 
ed to  ten  thoufand,  three  hundred  pounds. 
My  courage  now  forfook  me,  I  had  little  to 
hope  from  Mr,  Calcraft,  who,  in  this  laft 
inftance  had  not  only  lliown  himfelf  to  be 
cruel,  but  dijhonejl,  in  the  ftridteft  fenfe  of 
the  word.  The  Alderman  then  feemed  to 
hint,  at  my  taking  the  benefit  of  an  a(fl  of 
infolvency,  which  was  at  that  time  in  agi- 
tion.  I  own  I  never  felt  myfelf  degraded 
till  that  moment.  The  bare  fuppofition  of 
fuch  a  flep  made  me  fo  ill,  that  I  was  un- 
able for  fome  minutes  to  anfwer  him. 

When  I  wzs  a  little  recovered,  I  inform- 
ed him  that  I  was  incapable  of  fuch  a 
thought.  In  me,  I  faid,  it  would  be  the 
blackeft  fraud;  as  mine  were  debts  which 
had  been  contracted  from  extravagant 
thoughtleflnefs,  and  not  like  thofe  of  the 
fair  trader  ;  which  were  generally  the  con- 
fequences  of  loffes  or  misfortunes.  I  added, 
that  I  was  determined  to  throw  myfelf  up- 
on the  mercy  of  my  creditors,  to  whom,  if 
they  would  allow  me  time,  I  would  make 
all  the  reparation  in  my  power,  by  giving 
up  to  them  the  whole  of  my  falary,  referv- 
ing  only  my  benefit  for  mv  own  fupport. 

This 
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This  refolution  the  aldermaH  applauded 
in  the  warmeft  terms.  He  faid,  that  he  had 
hinted  at  the  meafure,  merely  to  make  a 
trial  of  my  probity.  And  fince  I  had  fo 
nobly  fcorned  tc  clear  myfelf  by  fuch  an  un- 
jult  method,  he  would  draw  up  for  me  a 
letter  of  licence,  which  he  had  no  doubt 
but  every  creditor,  as  well  as  himfelf,  would 
fign ;  and  not  only  do  that,  but  afford  me 
fupport  to  the  utmoll  of  their  power.  He. 
accordingly  fulfilled  his  promife,  and  ad- 
vanced me  feme  money  for  my  prefent  exi- 
gencies. 

Mr.  Rich  received  me  with  open  arms  j 
and  my  engagement  being  figntd,  I  was  fo 
far  eafy.  My  letter  of  licence  was  likewife 
figned  in  a  few  days  by  all  my  ceditors  but 
Qne-y  who  declared  Ihe  would  nevei  proceed 
to  any  violent  meafure  for  the  recovery  of 
the  debt,  but  having  made  a  folemn  pro~ 
mife  never  to  lign  any  paper  whatever,  fhe 
eould  not  fet  her  hand  to  mine.. 

Mr.  Digges  I  found  was  gone  into  Wales 
to  wait  for  my  return ;  it  being  inconvenient 
for  him  to  crofs  the  water,  he  could  not  go 
to  Ireland  to  accompany  me  the  whole  way.. 
Whilft  he  was  waiting  near  the  head,  (for, 
from  my  returning  by  way  of  Cheller  he 
had  miffed  me,)  he  was  informed  that  a 
nobleman  had  paffed  through  the  town,  on 
his  way  to  London,  with  an  a<ftrefs;  being 
told  that  the  lady  w^as.  a  little  black  woman,, 

and 
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and  that  Ihe  went  on  feemingly  againft  her 
confent,  Mi\  Digges  inftantly  concluded  it 
mull  be  me.  He  accordingly,  like  a  true 
Don  ^ixote,  fet  off  after  them,  in  order  to 
refcue  his  dulcinea  from  the  hands  of  her 
ravifher.  He  could  not  overtake  them  till 
he  got  to  Holiywell,  where  he  was  in- 
formed they  were  in  bed.  His  fears  how- 
ever were  a  little  alleviated  by  hear- 
ing that  they  flept  in  feparate  apart- 
ments. He  Vv'aited  with  the  utmoft  impa- 
tience till  they  arofe;  when  he  difcovered 
that  the  perfon  who  had  caufed  this  alarm, 
was  no  other  than  Lord  Ferrers^  who  had 
been  to  Ireland  to  prevent  his  fugitive 
filter  from  going  on  the  flage,  and  was  now 
returning  with  her  to  London.  As  the  de- 
fcription  Mr.  Digges  had  received  of  the 
lady  anfwered  in  every  particular  to  mine; 
the  miftake  was  natural;  and  happy  to  find 
it  was  not  the  perfon  he  exped:ed,  he  made 
direftly  for  town. 

Paying  a  vifit  one  evening  to  Lady  St, 
Leger,  I  obferved  a  lady  with  a  pair  of  my 
bracelets  upon  her  arms;  I  could  not  be 
deceived,  as  they  had  on  them  the  letters 
G.  A.  B.  in  diamonds,  and  with  the  fame 
letters  likewife  in  blue  enamel,  and  were  fet 
round  with  brilliants.  ATaifonenff  had  charg- 
ed me  two  hundred  and  forty  pounds  for 
them.  Having  been  informed  by ^Mr,  Cra- 
croft  that   all  my  jewels  had  been  taken  to 

pieces. 
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pieces,  I  could  not  help  obferving  to  the 
lady  that  llie  did  me  too  much  honour  in 
wearing  my  cypher.  Upon  which  it  came 
out  that  Mr,  Calcraft  had  made  her  a  prefent 
of  them.  I  further  learnt,  that  my  good 
friend  before  mentioned,  had  received  as  a 
prefent  from  that  gentleman,  my  beft  dia- 
m.^nd  ear-rings  which  coft  me  five  hundred 
and  feventy  pounds  of  the  fame  jeweller; 
together  with  many  other  valuable  ones; 
among  which  was  my  pink  diamond  ring,  a 
gem  of  fo  rare  a  kind  as  not  be  matched. 

Their  being  fent  to  a  lilverfmiths  to  be 
iinfet,  was  now  eafdy  accounted  for.  It  is 
very  well  known  that  pawnbrokers  never 
lend  near  half  their  value  on  diamonds,  the 
fafhion  of  them  changing  fo  often.  Confe- 
quently,  Blbby  would  not  have  advanced  me 
two  thoufand  pounds  upon  what  fold  for 
eleven  hundred.  As  foon  as  I  had  made  this 
difcovery,  I  ordered  a  fuit  to  be  commenced 
againft  Mr,  Calcraft  for  the  whole  value, 
which  was  fettled  amicably  the  March  fol- 
lowing. But  that  did  not  annihilate  the  in- 
tended injury. 

Can  any  refle(5lions  which  may  drop  from 
my  pen,  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  Memoirs, 
upon  the  condudt  of  a  man  capable  of  fuch 
an  aift  of  dijJjonefiy,  even  at  the  time  he  was 
pretending  to  have  the  greateft  regard  for 
me,  be  thought  to  favour  too  much  of  afperi- 
ty  ?  I  am  too  well  convinced  of  your  can- 
dour 
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dour  to  fuppofe  you  will  think  they  do. 
Nor  will  the  world,  I  dare  fay,  after  they 
are  hereby ,  informed  of  the  truth;  which 
has  never  till  now  reached  them.  The  de- 
teftation  I  entertained  for  him  after  fuch  re- 
peated proofs  of  duplicity,  was  well  found- 
ed. And  I  muft  furely  flan d  acquitted  ia 
the  eyes  of  every  impartial  perfon,  for  not 
renewing  a  connexion  with  one,  whole 
heart  was  falhioned  of  fuch  fluff,  as  I  have 
in  the  preceding  pages  dcfcribed  it,  with 
the  flri6left  juflice,  to  be.  q   ^    -^^ 
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Auguft  6,   r7 — 

WHEN  the  feafon  began,  I  tcok  a 
houfe  in  Jermyn-flrcet ;  and  by  a 
xnofl  fortunate  ^o//7/V^/ event,  I  w^as  enabled 
to  live  in  a  degree  of  elegance  little  inferior 
to  what  I  had  been  accuflomed  to.  ATr. 
Digges  had  embarralfed  himfclf,  both  in 
England  and  Scotland,  for  a  woman  he  had 
formerly  been  conne<fled  with.  This,  with 
our  living  feparately,  doubled  my  ex|)cnces. 
And  the  latter  fubjedled  me  to  foil  citations, 
to  which  every  woman  who  has  been  fup- 
pofed  to  make  one  in  the  ^^  world  is  liable. 
,A  great  part  of  this,  I  indifcreetly  drew  up- 
on myfelf,  by  not  making  known  to  the 
world  the  reafons  of  Calcraft'%  treacherous 
VOL.  III.  S       "  condud 
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coiidu<5t.     Had  I  done  fo,  the  liberal  part  of 
mankind  would  have  pitied  me. 

Among  the  competitors  for  my  favour, 
which  were  numerous,  there  was  one  who 
actually  oifered  me  ten  thoufand  pounds  to 
be  admitted  as  a  favoured  lover.  As  the 
gentleman  is  now  happily  married,  I  will 
not  mention  his  name;  there  are,  however, 
I  believe,  living  vouchers  of  the  truth  of 
this  aflertion.  And  here  I  can  fafely  aver, 
that,  notwithftanding  ill  nature  or  envy 
might  have  fuo-ffcfted  inlinuations  to  the 
contrary,  I  never,  even  in  thought,  deviat- 
ed from  the  duty  I  owed,  as  I  imagined,  to 
Mr.  D^geSf  whilfl  the  union  between  us 
cxifled. 

Whilft  my  houfe  in  Jermyn  Street  was 
fitting  up,  I  continued  to  fleep  at  Chelfea, 
but  was  in  town  all  day.  The  dravvingroom 
and  beft  bedchamber  being  not  yet  finilhed, 
the  upholfterer's  man  fecreted  nine  yards  of 
damaik,  a  quantity  of  chintz,  and  fome 
very  fine  Drefden  china,  which  were  pre- 
fents.  As  his  honefty  had  been  more  than 
once  fufpedted  by  his  employer,  a  fearch 
■warrant  was  obtained  to  examine  his  lodg- 
ings. This  being  carried  into  execution,  the 
whole  of  my  property,  which  was  very  re- 
markable, was  found,  but  nothing  belong- 
ing to  his  mafler. 

The  upholfterer  was  one  of  the  moft  im- 
placable of  men.     He  came  to  Clielfea  in 

the 
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the  evening,  whilft  I  was  abfent,  and  by 
means  of  threats,  fo  far  intimidated  my 
maid,  as  to  prevail  upon  her  to  go  to  the 
juftice's,  and  fwear  to  the  goods  which  were 
found.  This  Ihe  did,  and  was  bound  over 
to  profecute  in  the  penalty  of  forty  pounds^ 
But  the  offender  having  a  very  huge  fami- 
ly, I  was  fo  far  mfluenced  in  his  favour  by 
my  natural  humanity,  as  to  keep  my  maid 
from  appearing  againft  him.  I  t'len  fet  on 
foot  a  fubfcription  towards  paying  the  for- 
feiture of  th  bond,  and  I  believe  I  got 
thirty  guineas  towards  it. 

In  confcquence  of  my  maid's  not  appear- 
ing, the  man  was  difcharged.  And  the  very 
fame  night  he  called  at  my  houfe.  As  I  fup- 
pofed  he  had  no  other  bufinefs  with  me  than 
to  return-me  thanks  for  my  lenity,  and  ac- 
knowledgements of  that  nature  being  moft 
difagreeable  to  me,  I  told  the  fervant  who 
brought  m  his  name,  that  I  was  bufy,  and- 
could  not  fee  him.  Upon  which  the  fellow 
fent  in  word,  that  he  muJK^Q  me,  or  it  would 
be  worfefor  me;  for  I  had  compounded  fe- 
lony, and  before  a  few  hours  were  pafled,  I 
might    be   called   to    anfwer  for  it. 

I  was  alarmed'at  the  infult,  but  not  being 
converfant  with  the  law,  I  was  at  a  lofs  to 
comprehend  his  meaning..  It  was  therefore 
neceffary  to  refer  to  fome  one  for  advice. 
And  as  I  could  think  of  no  perfon,  at  the 
time,  to  confult,  but  my  couiin  CrazvforJ,. 
S  2.      •  wh© 
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who  had  taken  the  benefit  of  the  late  in- 
iovenc  aft,  and  was  returned  to  his  cham- 
bers and  bnfinefs,  I  fent  for  him  to  fettle 
the  affair;  and,  in  the  mean  while,  the  un- 
grateful wretch  waited  at  a  neighbouring 
public  houfe.  When  Mr.  Crawford  came, 
the  fellow  made  a  peremptory  demand  of 
tifty  pounds,  which  he  iniifted  on  being 
paid  immediately,  otherwife  he  would  go 
and  lodge  an  information  againft  me.  Find- 
ing from  my  gcod  coulin  that  there  was  no 
xedrefs,  I  paid  the  money. 

Thus  did  I  become  a  viftim  to  my  hu- 
manity, by  means  of  a  monfter,  who  de- 
ferved  to  fiifFer  the  fevereft  inflidlions  of  the 
law  for  his  ingratitude,  though  he  had  ef- 
fcaped  the  due  deferts  of  his  difhonefty. — 
This  inftance  ferves  to  prove,  that  however 
ftrongly  humanity  might  urge  to  the  con- 
trary, the  regular  profecution  of  an  offender 
againft  the  laws  of  the  country,  is  a  duty 
we  owe  to  ourfelves  as  well  as  to  the  com- 
munity.— In  fuch  cafes,  lenity  ceafes  to  be  a 
virtue. — A  ftronger  claim  than  delicacy  of 
feeling  calls  for  a  fpirited  exertion  upon 
thefe  occafions. — The  trouble  and  incon- 
veniences which  attend  a  profecution,  ought 
to  be  chearfully  fubmdtted  to.  And  though 
fervices  rendered  our  country  of  this  kind, 
are  not  attended  with  fo  much  eclat  as  thofe 
where  life  is  expofed  in  her  defence;  yet 
they  are  a  duty  incumbent  on   every  good 

citizen^ 
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citizen,  and  as  deferving  of  a  civic  crown, 
-^Juftice,  indeed,  Ihould  ever  be  tempered 
by  moderation,  and  humanky  Ihould  always 
be  exerted,  whenever  prudence  does  not 
forbid. 

The  theatre  not  opening  fo  foon  as  was 
expedled,  I  had  leifure  to  vilit  and  be  vifited 
by  what  the  v/orld  generally  denominate 
friends ;  that  is,  thofe  who  will  entertain 
yon  as  long  as  you  are  amufing,  and  are  the 
fafhion ;  but  the  moment  ftern  advcrfity 
throws  her  contemptuous  robe  over  you, 
they  no  longer  are  your  friends.  Like  the 
poor  fcqueftercd  flag,  fo  pathetically  de- 
fcribed  by  Shakfpere  *,  J'  Thefe  velvet 
"  friends  abandon  you.  The  carelefs  herd,, 
"  full  of  the  parture,  jump  along  by  you, 
"  and  never  Itay  to  greet  a  poor  and  broken' 
"  bankrupt."  On  the  contrary,  they  join 
in  the  cry  againft  you,  and  accufe  you  of 
faults  you  never  committed,  in  order  to  cx- 
cufe  themfelves  from  affifting  you. 

It  has  often  excited  my  w^onder,  when  I 
have  refle(fled  how  much  the  word  fricndjhlp 
is  abufed,  and  how  it  is  proftitutcd  in  its 
application,  by  thofe  v^'ho  are  unacquainted 
with  its  meaning.  Since  adverfity  has  vi- 
fited me,  I  have  frequently  found  thofe 
whom  I  have  always  thought  to  be  endowed 
with  the  moll  refined  and  liberal  fentiments, 
S3  to 
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to  be  as  ready  to  avoid  the  perfon  they  once 
affed:ed  to  admire,  and  loaded  with  pPofef- 
fions  of  regard,  as  the  fervile  herd.  And  I 
€^n  with  truth  affirm,  that  among  the  num- 
bers I  formerly  had  it  in  my  power  to  oblige, 
I  never  met  with  a  grateful  return  but  from 
one  gentleman  ;  of  whofe  gratitude  I  fliall 
give  you  an  account  in  my  future  letters. 
Was  I  to  mention  to  you  fome  very  extra- 
ordinary inftances  which  I  have  it  in  my 
power  to  do,  fome  of  my  former  nominal 
friends  would  not  be  very  w^ell  pleafed  at  the 
difclofure.  But  they  may  fleep  in  quiet. 
My  injuries,  however  irritating,  fhall  not 
impel  me  to  diflurb  their  peace,  if  peace  can 
c;ver  find  a  place  in  an  ungrateful  mind. 

Yet  why  fliould  I  exped:  to  be  exempted 
from  the  natural  confequences  of  impru- 
dence and  diftrefs  ?  —  Negledt  and  cenfure 
conftantly  attend  the  depreffive  turn  of  For- 
tune's wheel. — It  ever  was,  and  ever  will  be 
fo.  —  How  juft  and  exemplary  is  the  proof 
my  beloved  and  often-quoted  author  gives 
us  of  this  human  dreprav.ity,  in  his  "  Ti- 
**  mon  of  Athens  1  *"• 

"  As  We  do  turn  our  backs 
**  From  our  companion  thrown  into  the; 

"  grave, 
"  So  his  familiars  from  his  buried  for-^ 

*'  tunes 
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"  Slunk  all  away ;    leaving  their  falfe 

*'  vows  with  him, 
*'  Like  empty  purfes  pick'd.  Whilft  jiis 

**  poor  Self, 
"  A  dedicated  beggar  to  the  air, 
"  With  his  dileafe  of  all-lhun'd  poverty, 
**  Walk'd,  like  Contempt,  alone." 

As  I  am  upon  this  topic,  let  me  add,  that 
the  many  favours  for  which  I  am  indebted 
tothofe,  whofe  humanity  has- induced  them 
to  afford  me  relief  lince  diftrefs  has  come- 
upon  me,  are  deeply  imprinted  on  my  me- 
mory ;  and  the  impreffion,  I  truft,  will  ne- 
ver be  eradicated.  Whilfl;  I  am  condemn- 
ing ingratitvide  in  others,  I  would  not  wilh 
to  be  guilty  of  it  myfelf.  I  would  there- 
fore here  return  my  molt  grateful  acknow- 
ledgements for  the  numerous  favours  I  have 
received,  not  only  from  many  noble  perfoil- 
ages,  whofe  virtues  add  luftre  to  their  high- 
rank,  but  likewife  to  the  community  to  which, 
I  formerly  belonged.  To  them  I  fhall  al- 
ways efleem  myfelf  greatly  indebted,  and 
affure  them  it  will  be  the  higheit  happinefs- 
I  can  experience,. if  ever  I  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  evince  my  gratitude. 

But  to  return. — Mr,  Rich  produced,  this 
feafon,  a  moft  fuperb  Reprefentation  of  a 
Coronation,  in  the  hiflorical  plays  of  Shak- 
fpere.  And  in  order  to  prevent  the  princi- 
pal performers  from  refufing  to  appear  in^ 

the 
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the  proceffion,  he  propofed  walking  In  it 
himfelf,  as  Queen's  Chamberlain.  Unfortu- 
nately, however,  he  was  taken  ill  at  the  laft 
rehearfal,  and  never  had  the  pleafure  of 
feeing  the  grand  pageant  he  had  fpared 
no  expence  to  render  as  magnificent  as  pof- 
fible.  As  I  performed  in  moft  of  the  plays, 
and  walked  as  Queen  every  night,  I  had 
very  little  leifure  to  pay  any  attention  to  my 
domeftic  affairs.  I  left  the  conduct  of  my 
houfe  entirely  to  my  own  maid,  having  no 
doubt  of  her  honefty,  and  fuppofing  the 
weekly  vouchers  fhe  brought  me  in,  a  fuffi.- 
cient  check  upon  her. 

In  the  month  of  February,  the  creditor, 
who  would  not  lign  my  letter  of  licence, 
called  upon  me,  and  requefted  that  I  would 
give  her  a  bond  and  judgement  for  the  mo- 
ney I  owed  her.  She  alledged,  in  fupport 
of  her  requeft,  that  it  was  a  large  fum,  and 
in  cafe  of  my  death,  my  furniture,  plate, 
&c.  would  fecure  it  to  her.  As  I  fully  in- 
tended to  difcharge  it  as  fqon  as  poffible, 
I  confented  to  her  requeft,  upon  condition 
that  the  fecurity  might  be  given  for  no 
fhorter  a  term  than  a  year.  I  accordingly 
called,  foon  after,  at  the  perfon's  houfe, 
and  having  read  the  bond,  which  w^s  ftipu- 
lated  for  the  time  mentioned,  I  figned  it ; 
but,  being  in  hafte,  I  very  imprudently 
omitted  feeing  whether  the  judgement  was 
of  the  fame  d^te.  .    .        ^      . 

In 
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In  a  fhort  time  after,  I  received  a  letter 
from  the  woman,  infoiming  me,  that  fhe 
muil  have  immediate  payment  of  the  whole 
money^  or  elfe  ihe  would  put  the  judgement 
in  force  ag-ainft  mc.  Alirnicd  at  fuch  a 
dreadful  threat,  I  knew  not  what  courle  to 
take.  Mr.  Digues,  being  much  embarraffed 
in  his  affairs,  had  accepted  of  an  inviuatioii 
to  return  to  Edinburgh,  where  he  was  a 
great  favourite.  And  there  he  intended  to 
crn;inue,  till  I  could  get  my  affairs  fettled, 
which  his  prefence  greatly  impeded,  as 
thofe  perfons,  who  were  willing  to  ailift  me, 
did  not  care  to  do  it  while  he  was  with 
me. 

As  I  had  not  entertained  any  apprehen- 
fions  from  this  creditor,  I  had  paid  many 
others,  whom  Mr,  Calcraft  had  pointed  out 
as  being  in  indifferent  circumftances.  But 
this  woman  being  opulent*,  and  always  pro- 
feffing  the  greatefl:  friendihip  and  regard  for 
me,  I  did  not  fuppofe  fhe  would  proceed  to 
violent  meafures.  I  however,  novy  difco- 
vered,  that  I  had  put  myfelf  in  the  power 
of  the  vjorjl  of  v,'omen  :  a  v^'oman,  who 
thought  nothing  wrong  that  would  produce 
money.  I  had  heard,  indeed,  that  her  cha- 
racter was  doubtful ;  but,  as  fhe  had  never 
given  me  the  lead  hintwdiich  could  authorife 
fufpicion.  I  imagined  the  report  fpiang 
from  ill-nature.  I  had,  notwith (landing, 
reafon  to  alter  my  opinion.     As  fhe  was  not 

onl/ 


202      ^  THE       LIFE       OF 

only  a  lace-woman,  but  dealt  in  every  ar- 
ticle necelFary  for  a  lady's  toilet,  it  was  not 
doing  her  any  injuftice  to  fuppofe  ladies  of 
eafy  virtue  frequented  her  houfe;  but,  upon 
an  explanation  of  her  fentiments,  I  faw  I 
-had  every  thing  to  dread.  It  is  not  impro- 
per here  to  remark,  as  it  was  the  means  of 
my  gaining  a  fuit,  which  flie  afterwards  in- 
flituted  againfh  me  for  the  recovery  of  the 
money,  that,  in  a  letter  fne  fent  me,  flie  in- 
formed me  that  the  bond  was  for  aj>w/-,  but 
the  judgement  for  a  month.  And  her  bro^ 
thcr,  to  make  the  letter  more  forcible,  fwore 
by  his  Maker,  that  they  hadbii  me^  Through 
this  expreffion,  and  the  palpable  deception 
which  had  been  made  ufe  of  upon  the  occa- 
fion,  I  was  enabled  to  triumph  over  fuch  a 
dangerous  opponent. 

G.  A.  B. 


LETTER       LXXVr. 


Aug.  14,  17— 
"R,  Calcraft,  being  one  evening  at  the 
reprefentation  of"  Zara",  the  uncom- 
mon applaufel  metv^rith  revived  his  paffion, 
aaid  induced  him  to  make  ufe  of  every  me- 
thod he  could  devife  to  bring  about  a  re- 
conciliation. Having  watched  me,  one  Sun- 
day, he  came  up  to  me  in  Derby-court,  and 

earneftly 
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earneftly  intreated  that  I  would  favour  him 
with  half  an  hour's  converfation.  Upon  my 
refufal,  he  begged  that  if  I  would  not  be 
reconciled  to  him^  I  would  attend  to  a  pro- 
pofal  he  had  to  make  me,  which  would  ac- 
commodate the  difagreeable  affair  relative 
to  the  diamonds.  This  alfo  I  refufed  to  do, 
afluring  him,  at  the  fame  time,  that  I  would 
not  hold  any  correfpondence  with  him  what- 
ever. 

Upon  this,  he  went  to  a  tavern,  the  cor- 
ner of  York-ftreet,  and  I  really  believe  I  re- 
ceived twenty  letters  from  him  in  a  Ihort 
time.  Finding  me  ftill  inflexible,  he  fent 
Nurfe  Carter  to  me  ;  the  perfon  I  have  men- 
tioned before,  who  lived  with  me  many- 
years,  and  brought  up  all  my  children. 
This  good  woman,  he  knew,  had  great  in- 
fluence over  me,  and  therefore  he  was  in 
hopes  fhe  would  remove  my  prepoiTefTions. 
But  they  were  too  deeply  rooted ;  parti- 
cularly as  he  had  offered  me  a  frefh  in- 
fult,  by  getting  a  friend  to  deliver  me  a 
meflage,  of  an  extraordinary  nature,  jufl 
after  my  return  from  Ireland.  This  ag- 
gravation of  his  injuries  will  be  fully  ex- 
plained in  the  letter,  already  hinted  at, 
which  I  Ihall  give  you,  by  way  of  Ap- 
pendix to  my  "  Apology;"  as  I  was  then 
obliged  to  fupprefs  the  publication  of  it,  for 
reafons  afligned  in  their  proper  place. 

Nurfe 
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Niirfe  Carter  executed  her  commiffion  witK 
great  fidelity  to  her  employer.     And  at  lafi, 
wearied  out  with   her  importunities,  I  told 
her,  that  if  Mr.  Culcrajt   would  write   me 
his  propofals  of  accomodation,  or   fend   his 
attorney   to   me,  I   would   hear    what   they 
were,  and  conlult  Mr,  Cracroft  upon  the  pro- 
priety of  accepting  them.     He  accordingly 
fent  them  by  one  of  his  clerks.     They  con- 
tained   the    following   articles.      That    he 
would  give  me  money  to  pay  oW Mr.  Sparks*s 
bond   for  four  hundred   pounds.     That   he 
would   compromife  all  my  debts  with    my 
creditors,  if  I   would  confent   to  go  abroad 
till  it  was  done,  as  none  of  them  would  ac- 
cept of  lefs  than  the  whole  of  their  demand 
whilft  I  was  upon  the  fpot.     And  laftly,  that 
he  would  grant  me  an  additional  annuity  of 
one    hundred    pounds  ;    which,    with    the 
twenty  pounds   furplus   of  the   former,  he 
faid,  would  enable  me  to  live  in  Holland  or 
France  till  the  affair  was  finiihed. 

Having  confulted  Mr.  Cracroft  upon  the 
fubjed:,  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Stubbs,  fenior,  who 
flill  lives  in  Varliameni  Street,  informing  him 
that  I  would  accept  of  his  client's  propofals. 
That  gentleman,  accordingly,  waited  upon 
me  with  the  bond  of  annuity  for  the  addi- 
tional hundred  a  year,  v»'hich  was  in  truft  to 
Nichdlas  Linwoody  efq.  of  Broad  Street^  wine 
merchant,  a  partner  with  Clermont  and  Co. 
Mr.  Stuhbsj  at  the  fame  time  brought  with 

him 
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liim  a  general  releafe  for  me  to  figii.  But 
this,  as  an  honeft  man,  he  advifed  me  not  to 
do.  As  I  could  not,  however,  have  any- 
legal  demand  upon  Mr.  Calcrafty  the  fuit 
with  Mr,  Davy  relative  to  the  former  an- 
nuity being  ftill  pending,  I  delivered  up  the 
marriage  contradt  given  upon  our  union,  and 
figned  the  releafe.  Having  difpofed  of  the 
hundred  a  year  out  of  the  former  annuity  to 
all  intents  and  purpofes,  till  the  fum  which  I 
had  received  fliould  be  repaid,  with  fifty- 
pounds  befides,  as  I  have  already  obferved ; 
it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  by  figning  the 
releafe  I  gave  a  receipt  for  what  was  not 
mine  to  difpofe  of.  The  releafe  is  now  m 
the  hands  of  Mr,  Stubbs,  junior,  of  Suffolk 
Street,  Charing  Crofs. 

The  fame  evening  the  deeds  were  figned, 
I  fet  off  for  Harwich  in  my  way  to  Holland. 
I  have  omitted  to  inform  you,  that  upon  the 
converfation  I  had  held  xiith.  my  rigorous 
female  creditor,  from  which  I  obtained  a 
knowledge  of  her  purpofes,  I  indifcreetly 
left  my  houfe,  and  went  to  my  mother's  m. 
Brewer  Street;  having  firft  fent  my  plate  to 
Alder7nan  Cracroffs,  as  a  fecurity  for  his  debt. 
The  companion  of  my  journey  was  Mifi 
Betty  Gibber,  who  had  been  left  me  as  a  le- 
gacy by  her  grand-father,  Colley  Gibber,  As 
her  intelleds  were  rather  weak,  and  fhe  wai 
liable  to  fall  a  prev  to  every  defigning  per- 
fon   who  flattered  her,  that  celebrated  old 
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gentleman  configned  her  to  my  care.  And 
he  left  all  his  grand-children  as  legacies  to 
different  perfons.  A  fon  of  Mrs,  Smithy 
whom  I  have  formerly  mentioned,  being  a 
furgcon,  I  had  got  him  to  officiate  to  a  re- 
giment. This  young  man,  likewife,  ac- 
companied my  flight. 

When  we  got  to  Harwich,  the  wind  being 
contrary,  we  were  prevented  from  failing. 
And  as  I  was  apprehenfive  of  being  purfued 
by  my  inflexible  creditor,  I  thought  it  pru- 
dent to  go  to  Manningtree,  a  village  at 
Ibme  diftance  from  Harwich,  to  remain 
there  till  the  wind  changed.  My  benefit 
was  to  be  on  the  Monday  following,,  which 
would  render  it  impoflible  to  keep  my  de- 
parture any  longer  a  fecret. 

The  Thurfday  evening,  as  we  were  at  fup- 
per,  we  heard  a  chaife  and  four  enter  the  inn, 
and  prefently,  to  my  infinite  furprize,  Mr» 
Digges  n>ade  his  appearance.  This,  you 
inay  be  aflured  was  not  the  mofl  agreeable 
rencontre.  He  appeared  to  be  greatly  en- 
raged, and  infifted  on  my  two  companions 
returning  to  London,  and  on  my  immedi- 
ately getting  into  another  chaife,  and  quit- 
ting the  houfe.  I  was  fo  terrified  by  the 
violence  of  his  temper,  that  I  confented  to 
his  injvmdlions,  on  condition  that  he  did  not 
carry  me  to  Edinburgh.  I  had  fome  how  or 
©ther  taken  an  unaccountable  averfion  to 

that 
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that  place,  but  without  being  able  to  aiHga 
any  reafon  for  it. 

We  travelled,  fide  by  fide,  not  inthe  beft 
temper  with  each  other,  without  purfuing 
any  fixed  rout.  And  when  we  arrived  at 
Cambridge,  I  had  frefh  caufe  of  diftrefs. 
Some  rhyming  Cantab  had  defaced  the  win- 
dows of  the  inn,  where  we  put  up,  with 
fome  lines  in  my  favour.  This  added  fuel 
to  the  flame  which  was  already  blazing  in 
his  bofom.  And,  as  "  Trifles  light  as  air, 
*^  are  to  the  jealous,  confirmations  ilrong, 
*'  as  proof<^  of  holy  writ  *  ;"  he  thought  he 
had  found  frefh  reafon  to  accufe  me  of  levity* 

But  his  attention  was  in  fome  meafure 
taken  off  from  thefe  difquiet  thoughts  by  an 
unexped"ed  incident.  Taking  up  a  news- 
paper, which  lay  in  the  room,  I  obferved 
in  it  an  advertfement,  which  was  too  parti- 
cularly pointed,  for  me  to  doubt  that  it  re- 
lated to  myfelf.  It  ran  thus  :  "  If  the  lady, 
"  who  left  a  near  relation's  on  fuch  a  day, 
'*  with  a  young  gentlewoman  and  gentle- 
"  man,  will  return ;  that  relation  has  in 
*'  polTefTion  a  larger  depofit  than  will  ferve 
*'  to  accommodate  the  difagrecable  affair, 
**  which  occafioned  her  to  leave  London.'* 

Upon  reading  this  intelligence,  I  infifted 

on  immediately  returning  back  to  London. 

To  which  Mr.  Dlgges  confented.     But  when 

T  2  wc 
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we  got  to  Edmonton,  he  determined  to  leave 
me  there,  and  go  to  the  capital  by  himfelf, 
to  enquire  into  the  circumftances  of  the  af- 
fair. He  accordingly  fet  out;  whilft  I  pleaf- 
ed  myfelf  with  the  hopes  of  being  there  as 
foon  as  him.  But,  upon  my  ordering  a  pof' 
chaife,  the  man  of  the  houfe  informed  me, 
that  he  had  received  poiitive  directions  from 
the  gentlemnn  not  to  let  me  have  a  carriage, 
nor  even  fuffer  me  to  leave  the  houfe.  Pa- 
tience was  my  only  refource ;  though,  I 
own,  I  cannot  conftitutionally  make  that  vir- 
tue my  boaft. 

When  my  good  man  returned,  he  in- 
formed me,  that  my  mother  was  fo  enraged  at 
my  not  coming  back  before,  fuppofing I  muft 
have  feen  the  advertifement,  that  fhe  had 
determined  to  refund  the  money  depofited 
in  her  hands;  and  to  fell  the  furniture  of  my 
houfe,  in  order  to  pay  Mrs.  Jordan,  my  mil- 
liner, who  was  her  intimate  friend.  I  in- 
treated  Mr.  Digges  to  fuffer  me  to  go  to  my 
mother,  that  I  might  try  to  prevail  upon  her 
to  alter  her  refolution.  But  my  intreaties 
were  inefFe<5lual.  Notvvithftanding  the  vex- 
ation I  felt  at  the  time,  from  this  obflinate 
refufal,  I  muft  do  him  the  juftice  to  fay,  that 
I  believe  he  was  influenced  by  no  other  mo- 
tive than  pure  regard.  He  had  engaged  to 
go  back  to  Scotland.  He  had  likewife  great 
reafon  to  fuppofe,  that,  from  his  being  fo 
much  involved,  he  Ihould  not  be  able  to 
.  .  .continue 


G.       A.       BELLAMY.  209 

continue  in  London,  fhould  he  break  that 
engagement.  Befides,  it  was  natural  for 
him  to  conclude,  that  the  dcpofit  was  condt- 
iionally  lodged  with  my  mother,  the  nature 
of  our  attachment  being  unknown.  All 
thefe  reafons  induced  him  to  infift  on  my 
iTaying  with  him» 

We  then  once  more  fet  out,  without  hav- 
ing any  fixed  place  to  go  to.  When  we  got 
to  Barton  Mills,  an  inn  on  the  Norwich 
road,  I  was  taken  very  ill.  Here  he  left 
me,  and  went  again  to  London  ;  I  believe,  to 
enquire  whether  my  mother  had  carried  her 
threats  into  execution;  and  he  found  Ihe  had 
done  it  immediately.  I  was  now  left  in  a 
very  difagreeable  lituationi  and,  for  the  fiifl 
time  in  my  life,  was  apprehenfive  of  know- 
ing the  want  of  money  for  my  prefent  exi- 
gencies. All  my  wardrobe  had  been  put  on 
board  the  pacquetat  Harwich,  fo  that  I  had 
no  apparel  with  me  but  a  few  fliifts,  my 
night-drefs,  and  the  travelling  habit  I  had 
on.  To  pay  my  expences  when  I  got  to 
Holland,  I  had  procured  bills  and  letters  of 
credit  from  Mr.  Colky,  an  acquaintance  of 
my  mother's,  upon  merchants  at  Antwerp 
.  and  the  Hague,  at  which  places  I  intended 
taking  up  my  refidence  alternately.  But 
thefe  were  now  of  no  fervice  to  me. 

In  this  lituation,  we  turned  our  horfes 
heads  tov/ards  the  North  ;  and  when  w^ 
eame  to  Pref^on,  inLancafliirc,  the  money  I 
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had  with  me  was  nearly  expended.  No- 
thing was  now  to  be  done,  but  fov  Mr.Digges. 
to  go  on  to  Edinburgh.  This  he-did,  leav- 
ing me  at  a  village,  the  name  of  which  I 
have  forgot,  about  twenty  miles  fhort  of  k^. 
as  I  had  infiftedon  his  not  taking  me  to  that 
place,  agreeable  to  the  promife  he  had  mzdc 
me. 

In  two  days  after  he  left  me,  a  poft  chaifc 
came  to  convey  me  on  to  the  Grafs  Market, 
as  the  driver  told  me.  This  I  fuppofed  to  be 
a  town  which  was  called  by  that  name,  and 
accordingly  went  with  him.  When  I  ar- 
rived at  an  inn  in  the  Cannon  Gate,  a  woman 
waited  for  me,  of  a  moft  extraordinary 
figure.  She  was  very  lufly ;  had  been  hand- 
fome,  was  intolerably  dirty  ;  had  on  a  Dutch 
cap,  with  a  plaid  round  her  flioulders;  and 
was  without  ftays.  She  informed  me,  in  the 
Scotch  accent,  that  her  name  was  Molly 
Kerjloazv,  a  particular  friend  of  my  fpoufe's, 
and  that  Ihe  came  to  conducft  me  to  my 
apartments.  I  told  her,  I  hoped  they  were 
not  in  Edinburgh.  She  declared  they  were 
not,  but  at  M'lfs  Coulftone's,  a  pcrfon  who  was 
genteel  as  well  as  my  fell,  though  fhe  took  in 
plain-work.  She  acquainted  me,  that  fhe 
had  ordered  dinner  at  the  inn  where  we 
were,  particularly  a  very  fine  turbot,  which 
Ihe  dwelt  much  upon.  I  had  but  little  ap- 
petite at  any  time;  and  indifpofition,  fa- 
tigue, and  fretting,   had  not  increafed  it. 

But, 
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But,  to  my  great  furprize,  when  the  boalled 
dinner  appeared,  the  very  fine  turbot  proved 
to  be  a  large  piece  of  coarfe  thornback. 

Between  fix  and  feven  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing, a  coach  came  to  convey  me  to  my 
apartments.  When  we  arrived,  after  having 
mounted  three  pair  of  flairs,  the  ground- 
floor  of  which  was  a  chandler's  fhop,  I  was 
introduced  to  the  genteel  M'lfs  Coidjlone.  This 
lady  appeared  to  be  an  old  maid  of  about 
fixty  years  of  age,  and  looked  as  if  fhe  had 
been  fmoke-dried.  She  was  the  very  coun- 
ter part  of  the  old  woman  in  "  Rule  a  Wife 
*'  and  have  a  Wife." 

The  found  of  mufic  now  reached  my  ears. 
Upon  my  enquring  from  whence  it  came,  I 
was  anfvvered,  from  the  theatre ;  which  was 
diredtly  oppofite.  From  this  I  learnt,  that 
the  Cannon  Gate,  where  the  chaife  had  fet 
me  down,  was  the  fuburbs  to  the  city  of 
Edinburgh,  into  which  I  had  thus,  through 
my  ignorance  of  the  country,  been  decoyed. 
I  no  fooner  made  the  difcovery  than  I  took  a 
pair  of  fciflars,  and  cut  my  hair  off,  quite 
clofe  to  my  head,  to  prevent  my  being  foli- 
cited  to  appear  in  public. 

The  piece  which  was  performing  was  the 
*i  Beggar's  Opera,"  in  which  my  gentleman 
adted  Macheath,  a  part  he  was  clleemed  very 
capital  in.  After  the  opera,  he  haftened  to 
me,  when  he  informed  me,  that  the  Englifli 
papers  having  announced   my    abfence,    it 

was 
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was  conjectured,  that  the  new  comer  2it  Mifs 
Coul/Ione' SW2.S  the  very  fugitive  that  had  lately 
deferted  her  fituation  at  Covent  Garden. 

The  next  day,  Mr.  Bates,  joint  proprietor 
of  the  Edinburgh  theatre  with  Mr.  Dawfon, 
and  av^ing  manager,  acquainted  Mr.  Digges, 
that  it  would  be  ufelefs  to  open  the  doors, 
unlefs  he  could  induce  me  to  appear  upon 
their  ftage.  I  could  not  poffibly  conceive 
how  my  arrival  could  be  fo  foon  difcovered. 
For,  to  prevent  all  fufpicion,  it  was  not  to 
be  known  that  Mr.  Digges  had  attended  me 
down,  and  he  was  to  refide  at  his^own  lodg- 
ings. 

•  Our  journey  had  been  expenfive,  I  had 
but  little  money  left,  and  Mr.  Digges  lefs  ; 
for  the  bills  I  had  upon  Holland  were  of  no 
ufe  to  me  here.  In  this  fituation,  there  was  no 
other  alternative  but  my  conforming  to  Mr. 
Bates's  wifhes..  The  lofs  of  my  hair  was  the 
greatest  bar  to  my  appearance.  However, 
for  the  firfl  time,  I  had  recourfe  to  falfe ; 
and,  as  I  had  not  even  neceffaries,  I  was 
obliged  to  have  cloaths  made  at  a  great  ex- 
pence.  But  my  fuccefs  was  fo. beyond  ex- 
pedlation,  that  I  was  very  well  enabled  to 
do  this.  Curiofity  induced  families  to  come 
from  all  parts  of  the  country. 

The  feafon  being  fo  far  advanced,  eight 
nights  were  to  be  the  limited  number  of  my 
performing,  and  the  laft  was  to  be  for  my 

benefits 
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benefit.  The  morning  of  that  day  I  was  ar- 
refled  by  the  creditor  who  had  been  the  oc- 
cafion  of  my  indifcreet  flight  from  London. 
I  was,  however,  foon  fetat  liberty,  the  cap- 
tion being  againft  the  laws  of  Scotland, 
which  allow  feme  days  notice  to  debtors  be- 
fore they  can  be  taken. 

Upon  this  occafion  the  firll:  lawyers  in  the 
kingdom  were  volunteers  in  my  caiife,  par- 
ticularly j\Ir.  Moiit^omery^  afterwards  Chief 
Baron,  and  Dean  of  the  Faculty.  It  at 
length  came  to  trial;  and  the  letter,  I  for- 
merly mentioned,  was  produced,  from  which 
it  plainly"  appeared,  that  the  fecurity  was 
fraudulently  obtained.  And  the  courts  of 
jiijlice  in  Scotland  being  at  the  fame  time 
courts  of  equity,  a  verdidt  was  given  in  my 
favour.  Having  thus  defeated  the  iniquit- 
ous defigns  of  my  creditor,  fhe  confented  to 
receive  her  debt  by  inftallments  of  two  hun- 
dred pounds  a  year.  After  this  my  other 
creditors,  particularly  Mr.  Alderman  Cracraft 
and  DoElor  BaiU'ie,  to  whom  I  was  indebted  in 
confiderable  fums,  joined  in  recommending 
me  to  that  perfonal  proted:ion,  which  they 
knew  was  to  be  had  in  Scotland. 

As  good  frequently  fprings  from  evil, 
this  misfortune  feemed  to  be  the  means  of 
procuring  me  the  attention  and  civility  I 
met  with,  in  fo  eminent  a  degree,  during  my 
refidence  in  this  kingdom.     In  particular,  it 

pro- 
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procured  me  the  happinefs  of  being  ad- 
mitted into  the  family  of  Mr.  Montgomery ^ 
upon  the  moll  intimate  footing  ;  of  which  I 
fhall  always  have  the  moft  grateful  fenfe.  The 
mofl  attached  patronefles  I  had,  befides  thofe 

-of  the  Montgomery  family,  which  were  nu- 
merous, were  the  Duchefs  of  Douglas,  and  the 
Mifs  Elph'wjlones.  The  latter  were  partial  to 
me  to  a  degree  of  enthufiafm.  Lord  Rut Jwen 
like  wife  honoured  me  with  his  fupport. 
'  The  enfuing  feafon  I  was  to  have  aJthird  of 
the  profits,  with  two  benefits  j  ^indMr.Digges^ 
a  weekly  falary.  As  Mr.  Calcraft  feemed  to 
think  that  Scotland  was  abrodd,  he  regularly- 
paid  my  late  granted  annuity  to  Mi\  Speed'i- 
man,  proprietor  of  the  ftomachic  pills,  in  the 
Strand.     Mr.  Digges  now  took  a    houfe  at 

•Bonnington,  a  very  pleafant  village,  near 
Edinburgh.  Our  fuccefs  at  the  theatre  was 
very  great,  and  we  could  have  faved  mo- 
ney, had  not  the  debts  my  gentleman  had 
contradted,  upon  account  of  the  perfon 
he  formerly  lived  with,  embarafled  him 
greatly. 

About  this  time  I  was  much  furprized  to 
receive  a  letter  from  Mr.  Ballard,  treafurer  of 
Covent  Garden  theatre,  containing  ademand 
for  a  capital  fum.  He  informed  me,  that 
JVl'r,  Rich's-  executors  had  made  him  account 
for  the  falary,  paid  me  three  years  before, 
during  the  Ihutting  of  the  houfe,  upon  ac- 
count 
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count  of  the  demife  of  one  of  the  female 
branches  of  the  Royal  Family.  My  agree- 
ment was  annual,  and  Mr.  Rich  had  exprefsly 
ordered  the  treafurer  not  to  make  any  de- 
tliKftion  for  that  vacation.  But  as  Mr,  Bal- 
lardh^d  not  taken  the  order  in  writing,  he 
was  liable  to  pay  it.  As  I  had  received  the 
moncv,  1  could  by  no  means  confent  that  he 
iliould  refund  it.  Common  honefty  re- 
quired, in  my  idea,  that  he  fhould  not  be 
the  fuffcrer.  I  therefore  wrote  to  Alderman 
Cracroft,  defiring  he  would  fettle  it,  as  well 
as  he  could,  to  the  fatisfad:ion  of  the  trea- 
furer. 

At  this  period  my  mother,  together  with 
all  my  paraphernalia,  which  was  returned 
from  Holland,  fent  down  to  me  a  young 
gentlewoman,  that,  Ihe  imagined,  would 
make  fome  figure  upon  the  llage.  Her 
name  was  JVordley.  She  had  an  uncommon 
flow  of  fpirits,  and  had  received  a  more  li- 
beral education  than  is  ufually  beftowed  on 
Englifh  women  in  the  middle  line  of  life. 
Her  father  was  fleward  to  the  Earl  of  Powy^ 
and  he  had  fpared  no  pains  to  cultivate  the 
mind  of  this  daughter,  who  was  his  fa- 
vourite, and  whofe  genius  led  her  to  receive 
his' inftrudtions  with  pleafure.  So  accom- 
plifhcd  a  young  woman  was  to  be  confidered 
as  a  valuable  acquifition,  as  well  as  doing 

honour 
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honour  to  my  mother's  recommendation, 
I  therefore  requefted  her  to  take  up  her  re- 
fidence  at  Bonnington. 

G.  A.   B. 
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EsQj  advertifed  to  be  publifhed  in  Oftober   1767,  but 

which  was   then  violently    fupprefled. 


««  The  Webb  of  your  Life  is  of  a  mingled  Yarn,  cood  and  ill  togethef  j  oilr 
"  Virtues  would  be  proud,  if  our  Faults  whipt  them  not;  and  our  Crime* 
*i  would  Uefpair,  if  they  were  not  cheridied  by  our  Virtues." 

All's  well  That  Ends  Well,  AS  4.  Scene  lit. 
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Auguft  zz,  t7— 

UPON  looking  forward  to  the  number 
of  incidents  it  will  be  needful  yet  to  re- 
late, to  give  you  a  ped'ect  view  of  this  chec- 
quered  life  of  mine,  and  to  let  the  world  into 
the  fources  of  thole  aftions  which  in  many  in- 
fiances  liave  drawn  upon  me  unmerited  cen- 
furej  I  fee  they  will  much  exceed  the  bounds  I 
imagined,  when  I  firft  fat  down  to  record  them. 
— Circuinftance  grows  from  circumilance — - 
And  recolle6tion  receives  additional  vigour 
from  the  exercife  of  it — I  therefore  cannot  help 
being  apprehenfive,  that  notwithftanding  the 
aflurances  you  have  fo  often  given  me  to  the 
contrary,  the  relation  of  them  will  prove  te- 
dious to  you. — This  apprehenfion,  however, 
will  be  a  curb  to  me,  and  prevent  me  fron  in- 
ferting  any  incidents  that  are  not  immediately 
VOL.  IV.  B  conducive 
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conducive  to  the  purpofes  for  which  T  entered 
upon  it ;  namely,  to  fatisfy  your  curiofity,  and 
to  endeavour  to  remove  thofe  prejudices  the 
public  have  imbibed  againft  m^j  from  not  know- 
ing the  whole  ofmyjiory.  And  I  Ihallof  courfe 
make  my  digreflions  as  fhort  and  unfrequent 
aspoflible. 

Mi'.  Digges  did  every  thing  in  his  power  to 
malce  me  happy.  He  indulged  me  with  every 
pleafure  he  couid  procure  for  me.  ,But  my  tem- 
per was  fo  much  foured  by  the  continual  de- 
mands for  the  debts  he  had  contracted  before 
my  union  with  him,  that  I  could  not  relifh 
any  enjoyment,  or  behave  towards  him  with  tha-t 
complacency  I  could  have  wifhed.    -;??;;  h  k^ 

About  the  middle  of  the  feafon  he  inform- 
ed me,  that  he  had  received  a  letter  acquaintr; 
ing  him  that  his  brother.  Captain  Dudley  Digge^ 
was  arrived  in  England,  and  that  he  wilhe4 
much  to  .fee  him,  upon  fome  family  concerns. 
He  therefore  determined  to  fet  off  to  vifit 
his  brothers  and  we  were  obliged  to  ma- 
nage in  the  theatre  as  well  as  we  could. 
But  how  to  procure  money  for  the  expences  of 
his  journey  was  the  queftion.  This  Mr,  Still, 
my  attorney,  and  indeed  my  faftotum,  upon 
my  application  to  him,  advanced.  > 

When  Mr.  Digges  arrived  in  London,  my 
mother  was  foon  reconciled  to  him,  and  he  re- 
mained at  her  houfe  during  his  ftay.  Upott 
his  return,  he  prefented  me  with  a  large  filver 
te|)eater^  to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  my  bed, 
t  V ''  y  -  "as 
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as  I  had  often  wifhed  for  a  machine  of  tha^t 
kind,  to  know  the  hours  when  I  was  to  tak^^ 
the  medicines  my  indifferent  ftate  of  health  ren- 
dered necelTary. 

There  was  a  young  gentlewoman  in  the  com- 
pany for  whom  I  had  a  great  attachment,  the 
wife  of  Mr.  A'ukin,  of  Drury-lane  theatre. 
But  death  foon  robbed  me  of  her.  This  event 
afFe6bed  me  much,  and  made  my  health,  which 
was  but  indifferent  before,  ftill  more  fo.  It 
therefore  became  needful  to  find  out  fome 
performer  who  could  relieve  me  from  the  con- 
ftant  fatigue  I  undenvent.  And  I  met  with 
Mrs.  Kennedy  J  with  whom  I  had  formerly  play- 
ed during  my  iirft  excurfion  to  Dublin. 

This  lady,  her  hufband,  and  their  fon,  were 
accordingly  engaged  at  a  falary,  v/hich  Edin- 
burgh would  by  no  means  afford.  But  what 
was  to  be  done !  my  playing  conftantly  was  im- 
prad:icable.  And  no  perfon  could  fupply  my 
place,  unlefs  they  had  acquired  fome  reputa- 
tion. The  proprietors  were  therefore  obliged 
to  confent  to  the  engagement,  notwithftanding 
the  expence  was  fo  great.  Mrs.  Kennedy  had 
merit  in  fome  parts  s  and  as  fhe  had  beenr 
in  feveral  travelling  companies,  fhe  was  ftudied 
in  every  chara6ter.  Though  fhe  was  far  from 
handfome,  fhe  was  a  good  figure. 

Our  views,  however,  in  engaging  her,  were 

fruftrated  by  indilpofiticn.     She  was  taken  ilL 

foon  after  her  arrival;  and  a  dreadful  eruption 

appearing  in  her  face,  fhe  was  able  to  perform.- 

B  2  but 
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but  four  times  during  the  whole  feafon.  A  ri- 
diculous circumftance  happened  inconfequence, 
which,  if  it  ftrikes  you,  as  it  did  me  and  the 
whole  audience,  at  the  time,  it  will  at  leafl  ex- 
cite a  fmile. 

Airs.  Kennedy  thinking  herfelf  fo  well  reco- 
vered, as  to  be  able  to  perform,  Ihe  fent  word 
that  flie  was  able  to  appear  in  Zara,  in  the 
"  Mournins;  Bride,"  which  was  to  be  a6Ved 
for  the  benefit  of  Ibme  particular  perfoh  Ihe 
wifhed  to  befriend.  But  about  four  o'clock  on 
the  day  of  performance,  llie  was  taken  lb  very 
ill,  that  her  appearance  was  impra6licable. 
The  piece  v/as  to  be  played  by  particular  defire, 
and  there  was  no  lijbftitute  to  be  Q;ot  for  fo 
capital  a  part,  nor  a  pofiibility  of  changing 
it.  '  In  this  dilemma,  Mts,  Fcirrell,  Mrs.  Ken- 
nedys filler,  who  was  about  twenty  years  older 
than  that  lady,  and  was  a  perfon  who  ufed  to 
figure  away  in  old  nurfes,  undertook  to  play 
the  part. 

The  audience  exprelTed  marks  of  difapprO- 
bation  throughout  the  whole  of  her  playing, 
but  particularly  fo  when  Ihe  died.  Upon  which 
Ihe  rofe  from  between  the  mutes,  and  advanc- 
ing towards  the  front  of  the  ftage,  Ihe  told  the 
audience,  that  Ihe  was  concerned  fhe  could  not 
acquit  herfelf  fo  as  to  give  fatisfa6lion ;  but  as 
good  nature  had  induced  her  to  undertake  the 
part,  merely  to  ferve  the  perfon  whofe  benefit 
jt  was,  fhe  hoped  they  would  excufe  it.  Hav- 
ing finifhed  her  ipeech,  fhe  haltened  to  the 

place 
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place  from  whence  fhe  had  rifen,  and  threw 
herfelfdown  again  between  the  mutes,  who  co- 
vered her  face  with  the  veil..  So  uncommon 
an  incident  had  fuch  an  effedt  upon  the  rifible 
mufcles  of  the  whole  audieace,  as  well  as  my- 
felf,  who  was  juft  entering  as  Almeria,  that  it 
was  impofiible  to  compoie  them  for  the  reft, 
of  the  evening. 

This  puts  me  in  mind  of  afiinilar  lauglia-^ 
ble  adventure  that  once  befel  Mrs,  Hamilton, 
That  lady,, playing  the  charader  of  Arpafia  in. 
"  Tamerlane,"  and  being  very  lufty,  the  fcene 
men  found  great  difiiculty  to  lift  the  chair 
into  which  ihe  had  thrown  herfelf,  upon  her 
luppofed  death..  Which  flie  oblerving,  fhe 
ordered  them  to  fet  it  down,  and  making  her 
curtefey  to  the  audience,  walked  off  as  coolly 
as  if  fhe  was  not  to  be  fuppofed  dead,. 

The  letters  I  received, ,  during  the.  time  I 
prefided  at  the  Edinburgh  theatre,^  from  itine- 
rant players  applying  to  be  engaged,  amounted 
to  an  incredible  number.-.  They  generally  wrote 
in  fuch  a  ftile,  as  to  Ihew  they,  all  thought  them- 
iclves  Gar  ricks  and  Gibbers.. 
';'<' TJie  enfuing  feafon  the  honourable  Mrs. 
DiggeS'  died,  which  made  it  neceflary  for  her 
fon  to  go  to  England.  She  left  eight  thou- 
fand  pounds  between  her  two  fons,  upon  con- 
dition that  the  elder  fhould  quit  the  ftage,  and 
take  her  maiden  name  of  fVeJi.  Mr.  Digges 
communicated  this  news  to  me  whilft  I  was  at 
the  tKeatre  j  and  I  received  a  letter  from  my 
B3  mother 
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mother,  by  the  fame  poft,  to  haften  his  jour- 
ney. The  races  were  to  be  the  enluing  week, 
which  is  ufiially  the  harveft  of  the  feafon.  Mo- 
ney, however,  mufl  be  immediately  raifed  for 
his  expences.  I  therefore  left  the  repeating 
watch  with  Mr,  Still  for  leventeen  guineas,  and 
J  believe  confented  that  he  Ihould  take  ten  or 
fifteen  from  the  office.  I  could  not  Ipare  any 
more,  as  in  a  few  days  I  fhould  want  the  two 
hundred  which  I  had  agreed  to  pay  to  my  in- 
flexible creditor. 

Mr,  Vigges  then  fet  off  for  England,  with 
a  promife  of  returning  as  foon  as  poffible.  But 
as  he  was  not  to  play  in  future,  that  was  imma- 
terial. At  the  conclufionof  the  week,  I  fent 
to  Mr,  Still  for  the  two  hundred  pounds  ;  and 
received  for  anlwer,  that  he  had  not  a  fhilling, 
as  he  had  given  Mr,  Digges  all  the  money  in 
his  pofleffion,  and  he  was  two  hundred 
pounds  in  his  debt. 

My  diftradion  upon  receiving  this  intelli- 
gence is  hardly  to  be  conceived.     I  had   re- 
•quelled  Mr,  Fergufon,  my  creditor's  attorney,, 
to  dine  with  m.e  at  Bonnington,  the  day  the 
imoney  was  due,  when  I  would  pay  him.    Very 
fortunately  for  me,  that  gentleman  polTefTed 
"the  moll  liberal  mind,  and  was  an  honour  to 
his  profeflion.     Mifi  PFordley  having  acquaint-^ 
cd  him  with  the  real  fituation   of  my  affairs,. 
for  I  was  too  much  diftrefied  to  do  it  myfelf, 
he  agreed  to  allow  me  three  months  to  raife 
the  money.    And  that  his  client  might  not  be 

-  dilTatisfied^ 
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diffatlsfied,  he  remitted  her  the  fum,  and  took 
the  debt  upon  liimfelf.  So  remarkable  an  in~ 
ftance  of  humanity  claimed  my  warmeft  thanks. 
It  was  likewile  produdive  of  the  moft  heart- 
felt regret  to  me.  For  upon  being  informed, 
fome  years  after,  that  this  amiable  young  man 
was  one  of  the  perfons  who  loft  their  lives  by 
the  falling  of  the  bridge  at  Edinburgh,  I  fin- 
cerely  lamented  the  unfortunate  dilailer. 

Whilft  I  had  been  an  inhabitant  of  Parlia- 
ment-ftreet,  (a  period  pregnant  with  forrows,} 
I  had  recomm.ended  a  gentleman,  who  wrote  a 
very  fine  hand,  to  Mr.  Calcrajt,  as  a  clerk.  I 
had  occafionally  employed  him  myfelf  to  write 
out  parts  J  for  which,  as  he  had  a  large  fami- 
ly, I  made  him  fome  trifling  acknowledge- 
ments. One  day  this  perfon  came  to  me  and 
informed  me,  that  he  had  an  opportunity  of 
going  to  the  Eaft-Indies,  with  Admiral  Stevens, 
in  a  veiy  lucrative  iituation,  could  he  procure 
neceflfaries.  And  if  I  would  be  fo  obliging  as 
to  be  relponfible  for  fome  inconfiderable  part  of 
4^em,  I  forget  what,  he  faid,  he  would  exo- 
■  Derate  me  as  foon  as  poffible  i  which  he  after- 
wards did. 

This  gentleman,  whofe  name  is  Hearn^  made 
many  enquiries  after  me,  and  cafually  hearing 
of  my  diftrefs,  whilft  I  was  at  Edinburgh,  he 
moft  generoufly  fent  me  two  hundred  pounds. 
This  was  the  moft  acceptable  favour  I  ever  re- 
ceivedj  as  it  Ihcwed  the  gratitude  of  the  donor. 

Of 
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Of  which  I  Ihall  have  occafion  to  fay  more  In 
the  courfe  of  my  narrative. 

I  muft  not  omit  mentioning  another  event  of 
a  fimilar  nature,  which  likewife  happened  about 
this  time.  I  had  formerly  had  a  lervant,  nam- 
ed Daniel  Douglas.  He  lived  with  me  about 
nine  years.  But  at  length  from  the  gentle- 
man's gallantries  in  the  family,  the  maids  be- 
ing all  partial  to  him,  I  recon"imended  him  as 
a  treafure  to  Lord  Hume^  then  governor  of 
Gibraltar.  His  Lordlhip  made  him  his  major- 
domo  ;  and  Daniel  behaved  {o  much  to  the  fa- 
tisfaftion  of  his  mailer,  that  he  left  him  fome- 
thing  handfome  when  he  died. 

I  had  been  informed  that  a  Mr.  Douglas  had 
called  at  my  houfe  feveral  times,  when  I  hap- 
pened not  to  be  at  home.  One  day,  as  I  was 
going  up  the  Caftle-hill,  I  was  accofted  by  a. 
perfon  whofe  face  was  familiar  to  me,  diough 
I  could  not  recoUeft  him.  The  poor  fellow 
burft  into  tears,  and  having  made  himfelf 
known  to  me  and  enquired  after  my  health,, 
&c.  he  begged  I  would  permit  him  to  Ipeak  to<- 
me  for  a  few  minutes  the  firil:  leifure  I  had ;  as 
he  was  detained  in  Edinburgn  by  no  other  bu- 
Imels.  I  appointed  that  afternoon  to  fee  him 
at  my  houfe,  and  could  not  imagine  what  the 
bufinels  he  wiflied  to  Ipeak  to  me  upon  wasi. 
for  though  I  had  alv/ays  endeavoured  to  deferve 
the  regard  of  my  domeftics,  I  never  had  been^ 
particularly  kind  to  him. 

When  he  came,  he  informed  me  that  he  had' 

faved 
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faved  up  eleven  hundred  pounds.  That  his  wife 
had  taken  an  inn  upon  the  Dover  road,  for  which, 
upon  being  put  into  pofleflion,  they  were  to 
pay  feven  hundred.  He  then  faid,  he  hoped 
I  would  forgive  his  prefumption  in  what  he 
was  about  to  fay,  but  as  he  was  afraid  I  was 
not  in  fuch  circumllanccs  as  fomierly,  if  I 
would  be  fo  good  as  to  make  ufe,  for  my  own 
time,  of  tlie  remainder  of  the  little  fonune  I 
had  been  the  means  of  his  getting,  it  would 
afford  him  more  real  pleaibre  than  he  could 
receive  from  diipofing  of  it  in  p.ny  other  way. 
I  could  fcarcely  refrain  from  tears,  at  tlie 
manner  in  which  this  offer  was  made.  It  fcem^ed 
rather  as  if  he  had  been  ibiiciting  a  loan  than  of- 
fering a  favour.  I  thanked  him  cordially  for  his 
intended  kindnefs,  but  declined  accepting  it;  af- 
furing  him  at  the  fame  time  that  I  did  not  do  {q 
from  being  hurt  at  the  offer,  which  gave  me  lin- 
gular pleafure,  but  becaufe  I  had  lately  received 
from  Mr.  Hearn,  whom  he  well  knew,  the  af- 
fiftance  I  then  wanted.  I  added,  that  I  could 
not  think  of  borrowing  the  money  he  had  la- 
boured many  years  for,  without  being  certain  of 
repaying  it,  even  if  I  was  aftually  preffed  for 
it  j  I  confequently  would  notcontra6l  a  debt  of 
fuch  a  nature,  wJien  I  really  had  no  immediate 
occafion.  The  worthy  man  reluftantly  acqui- 
elced  with  this  declaration,  and  took  his  leave, 
in  appearance  as  much  mortified  at  the  refufai  of 
his  money,  as  others  would  have  been,  at  be- 
ing dunned  for  it. 

This 
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This  grateful  behaviour  of  my  late  lervant 
Danielonly  wants  the  decorations  of  Skakfpeare\ 
immortalizing  pen,  to  make  it  as  memorable: 
as  that  of  Jdam,  in  his  "  As  you  like  it." — 
The  honefty  and  friendfhip  of  that  venerable 
fervant  towards  the  memory  of  old  Sir  Rowland^ 
as  he  terms  0;7^i^^o,when  reprefented  by  Berry y 
with  that  honeft  plainnefs,  and  unafFefted  fenfi- 
bility,  which  was  never  equalled  by  any  other 
performer ;  could  not  affe<5t  the  weeping  au- 
dience more  than  this  well-meant  offer  of 
Daniel's  did  me.  The  impreffion  will  never 
be  eradicated  from  my  mind.  And  that  infi- 
nitely more  from  the  manner  in  which  the  fa- 
vour was  tendered,  and  the  grateful  intention 
of  it,  than  from  the  fervice  fuch  a  llim  at  that 
time  could  have  been  to  me.  Thefe  were  the 
only  two  inftantes  of  gratitude,  among  the  nu- 
merous opportunities  1  gave  for  the  exertion 
of  it,  that  ever  I  met  with.  But  thefe  are  luf- 
ficient  to  convince  me,  that  the  virtue  has  an 
exiftence,  though  like  the  phoenix,  its  appear- 
ance is  very  rare. 

G.    A.    B. 
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PON    my   firft    engaging    at   Edin- 
__     burgh,  the  gentlemen   of  Glafgow  of- 
fered to  build  a  theati'e  by  (ubfcription,  if  our 

company 
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company  would  promife  to  perform  there  in 
the  I'ummer.  To  this  we  readily  confented,  as 
the  inhabitants  were  not  only  opulent,  but  libe- 
ral to  a  degree.  The  theatre  being  now  rea- 
dy, we  formed  very  agreeable  ideas  of  the 
jaunt  J  and  that,  not  only  from  the  views  of 
profit  that  it  prefented,  but  from  the  favoura- 
ble ideas  we  entertained  of  the  place  and  peo- 
ple. The  goddefs  of  Nonfenl'e  (for  fo  we 
had  nicknamed  Mtfs  WordieVy  from  her  being' 
dirc<9:ly  the  reverfe)  was  impatient  beyond 
meafure  for  our  removal  from  the  metropolis. 
I  had  lately  left  Bonnington,  and  refided  in  the 
city,  as  the  bufinefs  of  the  theatre  required  my 
being  near  it ;  and  upon  this  occafion  David 
Htime  complimented  me  with  his  apartments  in 
the  Cannongate. 

When  we  were  about  to  fet  off;  after  having' 
dilcharged  my  bills,  I  found  I  had  not  cafh 
I'ufficient  to  defray  the  expences  of  the  jour- 
ney; my  family,  confifting  of  mylelf,  Mifs 
fVordleyy  and  three  lervants.  The  chaifes  were 
ordered,  and  expeded  foon  to  be  at  the  door. 
Not  knowing  how  to  raife  any  money  upon 
this  emergency,  I  fent  one  of  my  women, 
whofe  name  was  fVaterJlone,  to  a  watch-ma- 
ker's in  the  High-ftreet,  todifpofeof  the  filver 
repeater  Mr.  Digges  had  given  me.  The  per- 
fon  I  directed  her  to  apply  to,  had  gained  a  re- 
putation, by  making  feveral  for  that  great  me- 
chanical genius,  the  Duke  of  Argyll. 

The  chaifes  were  now  at  the  door ;  and  I 

waited 
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waited  with  the  greateft  impatience  for  the  ar- 
rival of  the  money  to  enable  us  to  fet  ofF. 
Some  hours  elapfed  without  any  tidings  of  my 
meflenger.  Her  honefty  I  could  not  fufpedb. 
Her  Itay  therefore  could  not  be  accounted  for. 
About  four  in  the  afternoon,  a  perlbn,  drefled 
Ibmething  like  one  of  our  beadles,  came  to 
inform  me,  that  a  woman  belonging  to  me, 
was  detained  about  a  watch  llie  had  offered  to 
fell. 

This  intelligence  crowned  my  misfortunes. 
I  fent  back  the  chaifes  which  were  yet  in  wait-*! 
ing  J  and  defired  Mr.  Still  would  go  to  re- 
gain the  poor  woman  her  liberty.  When  that 
gentleman  got  to  the  watchmaker's,  he  was 
informed,  that  Mr,  Digges  had  purchafed  the 
watch  of  the  very  perlbn  I  fent  it  to.  It 
being  invaluable  upon  account  of  the  work- 
manfhip,  but  from  the  largenefs  of  its  lize  not 
very  faleable,  he  had  Ibid  it  to  Mr.  Diggfs 
Ibmewhat  under  the  mark,  and  had  taken  his 
note  for  it,  payable  at  the  conclufion  of  the 
fealbn. 

The  man  faid,  as  he  underftood  Mr.  Digges 
did  not  intend  to  return,  and  as  the  watch  was 
offered  for  fale,  fufpicions  arofe  in  his  mind 
that  it  was  not  honeftly  come  byi  efpe- 
cially  as  the  woman  refufed  leaving  it,  or  tel- 
ling from  whom  Ihe  came.  Mr.  Still  having 
thus  learnt  the  circumftance  of  the  affair ;  to 
acconnmodate  it  as  well  as  he  could,  return- 
ed the  repeater  to  its  firft  owner,  upon  his  agree- 
ing 
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irtg  to  deliver  up  Mr,  Digges's  note,  and  libe- 
rating my  fervant. 

\i'  My  friendly  negociator  then  v/ent  to  endea- 
vour to  raife  me  a  fund  that  fnould  enable  me 
to  let  out  for  Glafgow  the  next  morning,  it 
being  neceffary  that  we  ihould  no  longer  defer 
going.  He  brought  me  fufficient  for  the 
expences  of  half  the  journey,  and  I  was 
obliged  to  depend  upon  the  purfes  of  my 
partners  for  defraying  the  remainder.  Mjs 
/-Forney's  humour  kept  my  fpirits  from  fink- 
ing under  all  thefe  vexations  ;  and  the  gloom 
which  overclouded  my  mind  feemed  gradually 
to  difpel>  every  mile  we  went.  So  that  before 
we  had  made  much  progrefs  in  our  journey,  I 
affumed  a  chearfulnefs  to  which  I  had  long 
been  a  ftranger. 

The  next  day  at  noon,  we  fav/  the  delightful 
city  to  which  we  were  going,  at  a  little  dif- 
tance  before  us.  The  magnificence  of  the 
buildings,  and  the  beauty  of  the  river,  which 
the  finenefs  of  the  day  caufed  to  appear,  if  pof- 
fible,  to  greater  advantage,  elated  my  heart. 
And  I  anticipated  the  pleallire  I  fhould  have 

-  in  being  received  by  friends,  who  were  not  only 
moft  cordial  in  their  repeated  invitations,  but 
whofe  opulence  furnifhed  them  v/ith  power  to 
fulfil  their  warm  promifes  of  fupport. 

g-   When  we  arrived  at  Glafgow,  one  of  the 

■performers-  exclaimed,  "  Madam,  you  are 
"  ruined  ;  for  you  have  nothing  left  but  what 

'^*  you  have 'with  you  in  the  chaifes."     lam 

¥€L.  IV.  C  a 
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at  a  lofs,  even  now,  to  account  for  the  com- 
po^jre  with  which  I  heard  this  alarming  falu- 
tation  i .  for  I  enquired  into  the  caufe  of  it 
without  the  lead  emotion.  I  was  informed 
that  the  ftage  of  the  New  Theatre  had  been 
fet  on  fire  the  night  before,  and  that  all  my 
paraphernalia  and  wardrobe,  which  lay  there 
unpacked,  had  been  confumed  by  the  flames. 

The  conflagration  I  found  was  occalipned 
by  the  following  circumftance.  A  Metho- 
difl:  teacher,  who  held  forth  in  that  city,  told 
his  auditors,  that  he  dreamed,  the  preceding 
night,  he  was  in  the  infernal  regions,  at  a 
grand  entertainment,  where  all  the  Devils 
in   Hell   were    prefent    when    Lucifer  their 

chief,  gave  for  a  toaft,  the  health  of  Mr. , 

who  had  fold  his  ground  to  build  him  a  houfe 
upon,  (meaning  the  theatre)  and  which  was 
to  be  opened  the  next  day  for  them  all  to 
reign  in. 

The  poor  ignorant  enthufiaftic  hearers  of 
this  godly  preacher  found  their  enmity  againll 
Satan  and  his  fubjedls  inftantly  inflamed  by 
this  harangue.  And  in  order  to  prevent  fo 
alarming  an  extenfion  of  his  infernal  majefty's 
empire,  they  haftened  away  in  a  body  to  the 
new  built  play-houfe,  and  fet  the  ftage  on  fire. 
Luckily  the  flames  were  extinguilhed,  before 
any  other  part  of  the  theatre  was  confumed, 
but  the  whole  of  my  theatrical  wardrobe 
which  lay  in  the  packages  upon  it  was  de- 
ftroyed.     It  appeared  that  this  religious 'mob 

had 
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had  been  joined  by  others  who  wifhed  to  take 
advantage  of  the  conflagration  j  as  a  great 
deal  of  the  falle  trumpery  upon  the  regalia 
of  the  mock  kings  and  queens,  had  been 
taken  away,  andj  being  found  of  no  value,  lay 
fcattered  about  the  fields.  As  the  theatre 
was  a  mile  from  the  city,  and  the  flames  did 
not  burft  out  fo  as  to  become  vifible,  the  in- 
cendiaries compleated  their  defign,  and  filently 
retired.  No  alarm  was  therefore  given>  nor 
our  lofs  known  till  the  next  morning. 

Notwithftanding  the  intelligence  I  now  re- 
ceived was  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  me,  I 
heard  it  with  great  tranquillity.  But  poor 
Mifs  M^ordleVj  who  had  loil  her  little  all  j  loft 
with  it  all  that  philolbphy,  Ihe,  on  many  for- 
mer occafions,  had  preached  up  to  me. 
Which  recalled  to  my  memor\^  thefe  fine 
lines  of  Shakfpere*  •, 

Men. 

Can  counfel,  and  give  comfort  to  that  grief 
Which  they  themfelves  not  feel  j  but  tailing 

it. 
Their  counfel  turns  to  paflion,  which  before 
Would  give  preceptial  medicine  to  rage, 

r  'Xis  all  mens  office  to  fpeak  patience 

To  thofe  that  wrin^  under  the  load  of  for- 
rowj 

C  2  But 

*  Bluch  Ado  about  Nothing,  "  Aft  V.  Scene  I." 


10  THE         LIFE        OF 

But  no  maxTi's  virtue,  nor  fufficiency. 
To  be  ih  rrioral  when  he  fliould  endure 
The  like  himfelf. — — 

Inilead  of  throwing  myfelf  into  violent  agita- 
tions, and  lamenting  my  lols,  as  niany  would 
have  done,  I  very  coolly  laid  I  would  go 
and  look  at  the  ruins ;  and  ordered  the  chaile 
to  drive  immediately .  to  the  theatre.  I 
there  beheld  the  afhes  of  all  my  finery,  which 
had  coft  many,  many  hundreds  of  pounds  j 
and,  at  that  time,  upon  a  moderate  computa- 
tion, were  worth  nine  hundred;  there  being 
among  them  a  complete  fet  of  garnets  and  pearls, 
from  cap  to  ftomacher. 

When  I  returned  to  the  inn,  L  enquired  for 
Mr.  Bates ;  for,  as  to  the  other  partner,  I 
ri!£VQr  had  any  knowledge  of  him.  I  was  in- 
formed that  he  was  gone  to  the  Exchange,  to. 
offer  a  rev/ard  for  difcovering  the  incendiaries. 
But  all  his  endeavours  to  that  purpofe  were 
vain.  The  native  firmnefs  of  the  Caledonians 
infure  their  fidelity  to  each  other.  For  in  diis 
affair,  as  well  as  that  of  Captain  Porteus,  in 
which,  by  all  accounts,  many  hundreds  were 
concerned,  there  was  not  one  perfon  found 
treacherous  enough  to  give  evidence  againft 
their  partners  relative  to  the  exceffes  they  had 
been  guilty  of. 

The  poftillions  were  obliged  to  wait  the 
return  of  Mr.  Bates  i  as  it  was  not  in  my 
power  to  difcharge  them.     When   he  came, 

and 
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and  had  fent  the  chaifes  away,  I  defired  he 
would  go  back  to  the  Exchange,  and  inform 
every  perfon  he  faw,  that  I  was  fully  det^- 
mined  not  to  make  my  appearance  upon  the 
Glaigow  ftage,  unlefs  I  did  ih  the  next  even- 
ing, according  to  the  plan  I  had  fixed ;  but 
which  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  do  for  want 
of  cloaths.  Upon  which,  one  of  the  principal 
merchants  of  the  city,  by  whofe  intereft, 
chiefly,  the  theatre  had  been  built,  came 
immediately  to  the  inn,  and  politely  offered 
me  whatever  money  I  wanted.  I  chearfully 
accepted  his  friendly  afiiftance,  and  upon  my 
repeating  the  refolution  I  had  formed,  he 
told  m.e,  I  fliould  have  all  the  ladies  cloaths 
in  and  about  the  city,  before  the  evening, 
if  we  could  get  the  ffcage  repaired  i  lb  that 
fliould  be  no  hindrance  to  us. 

It  being  impracticable  for  us  to  perform  a 
Tragedy,  as  the  neceffary  dreffes  could  nor 
be  got  ready  for  fom.e  days,  we  determined  to 
perform  "  The  Citizen^"  by  way  of  play, 
and  "  The  Mock  Dodor"  for  the  farce. 
Mr.  Bates  infbantly  got  Ibme  induftrious  car- 
penters, who  nailed  down  boards  for  a  tem- 
porary ftage,  (the  other  being  entirely  con- 
fumed)  which  they  covered  with  carpets,  till 
the  damage  could  be  repaired.  And  before 
fix  o'clock,  the  gentleman  fo  well  performed 
his  promife  that  from  not  being  miftrefs  of 
one  gown,  I  found  myfelf  in  poflefTion  of 
above  forty  3  and  fome  of  thefe  almoft  new^ 
-      C  3  as 
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as  vvcil  as  very  rich.  Nor  did  the, ladies  con* 
£ne  themielves  to  outward  garments  only.  I 
received  prefents  of  all  kinds,  and  from  every 
part  of  the  adjacent  country,  together  with  in- 
vitations and  parties  for  the  whole  tim.e  of  miy 
refidence  in  their  neighbourhood. 

Every  thing  was  ready  by  the  ufual  hour, 
and  we  played  the  two  pieces  juft  mentioned, 
to  a  crouded  houfe.  At  the  conclufion  of  the 
piece,  one  of  the  principal  ladies  declared  from 
the  boxes,  that  none  of  tlie  audience  would 
fiiir,  till  all  the  performers,  and  even  the 
fervants,  were  iafely  out  of  the  theatre  -,  left 
there  might  be  feme  peribnal  attack  attempted, 
by  thofe  who  could  cominit  fuch  an  outrage 
as  that  of  the  preceding  evening.  And  the  town 
guard  v/as  ordered  to  efcort  us  into  the  city. 

The  capital  inhabitants  made  parties  to  en-  _ 
tertain  us ;  and  I  can  truly  fay  that  I  never  met 
with  more  civility,  nor  m.ore  fcftivity,  nor 
more  applaufe,  in  a.ny  place  wherever  I  appear- 
ed. Mr.  Reddip  w^as  the  principal  man  in  tra- 
gedy, Mr.  Aitkin  in  comedy.  Whilft  I  was  at 
Edinburgh,  I  had  prevailed  upon  a  gentleman, 
v/ho  was  poITeffed  of  fom^e  talents,  to  compile 
a  little  piece  from  the  celebrated  poem  of 
Oilian;  and  I  appeared  in  the  character  of 
Comimeia,  there,  with  great  fuccefs.  But  at 
Glafgow  the  applaufe  I  received  was  beyond 
all  bounds.  This  little  piece  alone,  tacked 
to  any  indifferent  comedy,  would  fill  the^ 
lioufe.     So  that  it  was  crouded.  every  night  j 

which 
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which  tended  greatly  to  relieve  me  from  the. 
fatigue  I  daily  underwent,  not  only  from 
the  duties  of  my  profeffion,  but  from  the 
conftant  round  of  invitations  I  was  obliged 
to  accept  of. 

^f  Macbeth"  and  "Douglas"  were  much  cal- 
led for.  But  thefe  pieces  could  not  be  perfor- 
med till  cloathsproper  for  appearing  in  them  , 
were  made  and   brought  from  Edinburgh. 
As   I   had  no  black  veftrnxcnt  of  any  kind 
fent  to  me  among  the  numerous  ones  of  dif- 
ferent colours,  which    had   been    fhowered 
upon  me  by  the  ladicS,  I  made  that  an  ob- 
jection  to  playing    the  character    of  Lady 
Macbeth.     Upon  which,    I  was  afTured  by 
one  of  the   inhabitants,  that  her   Ladyfhip 
walked  every  night,  at  the  caftle   of  Dun- 
ftnam,  dreffed  in   white  fattin.      Not    being 
able  to  refrain  from  fmJling  at  this  piece  of 
information,  I  was  told,  Vv^ith  great  feriouf- 
nefs,  that  it  was  really  a  fi.itl ;  of  the  truth 
of  which  I  might  be  convinced,  by  watch- 
ing one  night  only  at  the  caflle.      I   rather 
chofe,  however,  to  give  credit  to  the  perfon 
from  whom  I  received  the  account,  than  be 
at   the   trouble    of  putting   the  aflertion  to 
the  teft ;  and  played  the    character,  out   of 
the  ufual  form,  in  white  fattin. 

•On  the  fourth  of  June  there  was  to  be  a 
grand  dinner  at  the  Bull  Inn,  in  honour  of 
the  day.  At  this  inn  I  had  taken  up  my 
relidence,   from  the  fullnefs  of   the  town, 

and 
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and  its  being  iituated  near  the  theatre. 
What  made  this  place  of  abode  the  more 
defirablc  was,  its  being  an  immenfe,  com- 
modious building,  capable  of  accommo- 
dating us  in  every  refpedt.  It  had  been  e- 
refted  by  fubfcription  for  the  reception  of 
the  gentlemen  belonging  to  the  hunt,  in 
the  winter;  and  in  the  fummer  for  the  peo- 
ple of  fafhion  who  live  in  the  environs,  and 
come,  at  that  feafon,  occaiionally  to  Glaf- 
gow.  There  was  likewife  a  large  room  in 
it,  which  in  winter  was  a  free  mafon's  lodge. 
This  now  ferved  us  for  a  wardrobe. 

Mifs  Wordky  feemed  frantic  with  joy  at 
fome  news  fhe  had  received  from  Edin- 
burgh ;  which  induced  me  to  follow  her  to 
enquire  the  caufe.  When  fhe  informed  me, 
that  Ihe  had  heard  Mr,  PVoodzvard  was  ar- 
rived in  that  city.  On  hearing  this  pleafing 
intelligence,  we  prevailed  upon  Mr.  Bates 
to  fet  off  immediately  to  invite  him  to  join 
us. 

While  the  rubbifh  that  had  been  occa- 
iioned  by  the  fire  was  removing,  we  fet 
about  fearching  to  fee  if  we  could  recover 
any  part  of  the  valuable  things  I  had  loll; 
when,  to  my  great  joy  and  furprize,  I  found 
among  fome  of  it  which  the  firft  waggon 
could  not  contain,  a  trunk  belonging  to  me.. 
In  it  were  depofited  fome  cloaths,  a  great 
deal  of  linnen,  and  fome  of  my  laces.  But 
the  chief  part  of  the  latter  were  confumed 

during 
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during  the  burning  of  the  ftage,  together 
with  all  the  trinkets  I  had  of  any  value. 
This,  however,  was  a  great  acquifition,  and 
afforded  me  the  more  pleafure,  as  it  was 
given  over  for  loft. 

We  had  the  mortification  to  find  that  the 
report  of  Mr.  JVoodward's  being  arrived  in 
Scotland  was  without  foundation.  This 
was  a  difappointment  to  us  indeed.  For  as 
this  gentleman's  charad:er  in  private  life  was 
as  amiable,  as  his  public  one  was  celebrated, 
he  would  have  proved  a  valuable  acquiii- 
tion  in  a  country,  where  fomething  more 
than  theatrical  merit  is  neeeliary  to  infure 
approbation. 

As  the  fummer  drew  towards  a  conclu- 
fion,  I  faw,  with  infinite  regret,  the  time 
approach  for  our  return  to  Edinburgh. 
There  had  been  an  execution  in  our  houfe 
at  Bonnington,  for  a  debt  Mr.  Digges  had 
left  unpaid.  I  had  therefore  no  fettled 
habitation  to  go  to.  But  it  was  not  folely 
on  this  account,  that  I  regretted  leaving 
Glafgow;  the  hofpitality  and  friendfhip  I 
had  received  from  the  inhabitants  during 
my  ftay,  had  made  an  indelible  imprefFion 
upon  my  mind. 

Beiides,  the  beauty  of  the  place  and  of 
the  country  around  it  are  extremely  capti- 
vating. The  meadow  in  particular  is  be- 
vond  defcription  pi(5turefque  and  charming, 
it  reminds  every  one  that  has  feen  the  beau- 
tiful 
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tiful  village  of  Harlaem,  of  the  near  re- 
femblance  of  one  to  the  other.  On  one  fide 
of  the  river,  you  fee  the  city  Bleaching 
Houfes,  where  multitudes  are  employed  in 
the  different  avocations  of  the  linnen  trade. 
Some  walhing,  others  attending  the  cop- 
pers, and  others  laying  the  linnen  to  bleach. 
On  the  other  fide  the  cattle  are  grazing  in 
a  moft  delightful  pafture,  which  terminates 
in  a  landfcape  much  beyond  any  defcription 
at  is  in  my  power  to  give  of  it. 

We  had  likewife  the  pleafure  to  obferve, 
that  our  departure  was  as  much  regretted  by 
our  hofpitable  entertainers,  as  we  felt  our- 
felves  mortified  by  the  feparation  from 
them.  And  it  is  with  the  moft  fenfible  fa- 
tisfadtion  I  refled:,  that  there  was  not  one 
member  of  our  company,  who  did  not  de- 
part without  credit  to  themfelves,  and  ho- 
nour to  the  profefEon. 

Upon  my  return  to  Edinburgh  I  took  a 
fmall  englifh  houfe  in  the  Cannon-gate. 
But  finding  Mr.  Bates  had  entered  into  an 
engagement  with  Mr.  Sheridan,  without  my 
knowledge  or  confent,  a  liberty  diametrically 
oppofite  to  our  agreement,  I  declined  ap- 
pearing any  more.  An  event  which  proved 
^f  greater  confequence  to  the  proprietors 
than  they  had  imagined  it  would  ;  as  I  af- 
terwards found  they  played  to  their  lofs 
every  night. 

Having 
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Having  come  to  this  refolution,  I  deter- 
mined to  return  to  London  as  loon  as  I  con-^ 
veniently  could.  And  my  departure  was  ac- 
celerated by  a  very  unexpefted  difcovery. 
Anotherofthofe  revolutions  of  fortune  which 
had  fo  frequently  been  my  lot,  now  awaited 
me.  Having  one  day  received  a  letter  from 
Mr.  DiggeSy  now  H'^eJ},  with  a  demand  for  a 
larger  fum  than  I  could  fpare,  I  could  not 
help  being  much  affedted  whilfl  I  read  it. 
Upon  which,  a  gentleman,  who  happened  to 
be  prefent,  told  me,  he  was  well  affured  the 
contract  that  had  taken  place  between  Mr, 
Digges  and  me  could  not  be  valid,  as  to  his 
knowledge  a  former  wife  was  flill  living. 
Being  alarmed  at  this  information,  and 
doubting  the  truth  of  it,  the  gentleman  pro- 
miTed  to  fend  me  well-authenticated  proofs 
of  it  as  foon  ac  he  got  to  London,  for  which 
place  he  was  juft  fetting  off. 

Accordingly  I  received,  foon  after,  an  affi- 
davit confirming  the  truth  of  this  affcrtion  ; 
by  which  I  was  again  fet  at  liberty;  and 
found,  as  1  had  done  more  than  once,  an 
union  I  thought  to  be  indijfoluhle,  fuddenly 
diirolved.  The  gentleman  at  the  fame  time 
informed  me,  that  he  had  feen  Mrs.  Digges, 
who  told  him  that  ihe  had  announced  her 
death  in  the  public  papers,  in  order  to  de- 
ceive her  hufband,  by  whom  ihe  was  appre- 
henfive  of  being  molefted. 

She 


24  t   H    E       L    I    F    E       O    F 

-    She  might  have  fpared  herfelf  the  trouble 
and   expence  of  fiich  a  manoeuvre;  as  I  am 
very  certaui  he  never  meant  to  fee  her  after 
•their  feparation;  his  affed:ions  being  at  that 
i/time  really  fixed  upon  another  perfon.  I  muft 
^^hcre  ftop  to  declare,  that  I  acquit  Mr.  Digges 
of  any  intended  deception  toward  me. ,,  -Had 
-■he not  been  unfortunately  embarrafled  in  his 
-•^'Circumftances  by   a  former  connection,  the 
delicacy  of  his  tendernefs,  and  the  unremit- 
ting attention    he  always  paid  me,    would 
have  prevented  my  having  the  leaft  caufe  of 
■complaint. 

By  what  a  chain  of  fand  do  all  the  hopes 
of  poor  blind  mortals  hang  ! — Take  what 
ll:«p5  werwillto  render  it  durable^  even  thofe 
v/hich  are  apparently  the  refult  of  prudence; 
and  they  cannot  infure  permanency  to  it.— 
Some  unexpedted  ftroke  breaks  the  contex- 
ture, and  our  moft  fanguine  expedtations  are 
fcattered  by  the  winds.— No  woman  has 
fureiy  fo  much  reafon,  as  I  have  repeatedly 
faid,  to  complain  of  thefe  fudden  attacks  of 
fortune,  as  myfelf. — Be  my  intentions  ever  fo 
pure,- and  well  planned,  fome  incidental  ob- 
fl:rud:ion  fru Urates  the  purpofed  end. — It  is 
a  long  time  fince  I  troubled  you  with  any 
complaints  of  this  nature. — Bear  therefore 
with  this,  as  the  occafion  fo  pointedly  €X- 
•  cites  ir.  ••  ■^>- 

G.    A,    B. 

LET- 
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X,    E    T    T    E    R      LXXIX, 

Sept.    5,  17— 

THE  incredible  marks  of  friendfliip  I  had 
received  during  my  refidence  in  Scot- 
land claimed  every  acknowledement  on  my 
part.  To  fliew  therefore  that  I  was  not  in- 
fenfible  of  this  indulgence,  I  inferred  the 
following  advertifementinthe  public  papers, 
every  day,  for  the  month  I  flaid  after  my  dif- 
cngagement,  in  order  to  pay  my  refpedts  to 
thofe  who  had  particularly  honoured  me 
with  their  patronage. 

"  As  Airs.  Bellamy  has  diffolved  her  en- 
^  gagcment  with  the  proprietors  of  the  the- 
*'  atre  in  the  Cannongate,  ihe  begs  leave  to 
*^  return  her  warmelT:  thanks  to  the  public 
*'*  in  general,  and  to  thofe  friends  in  parti- 
*'  cular,  who  have  done  her  the  honour  to 
**  patronize  her  in  fo  flattering  a  degree, 
"  fince  her  refidence  in  Scothmd;  of  which 
f'  ihe  will  ever  retain  the  moil  grateful 
'^  fenfe,  as  their  favours  are  deeply  im- 
*^  preffed  in  her  heart. 

*'  N.  B.  All  perfons  who  have  any  legal 
"  dcm^ind  upon  JMrs^Belliiniyf  are  requefled 
''  to  deliver  in  their  accounts  at  her  houfe' 
'*  oppofite  Lord  Milton's,  in  the  Cannon- 
"  gate,  within  one  month  of  this  date,  iiv 
•*  order  to  receive  the  fame,"  ) 

VOL.  IV.  D  The 
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The  firfl:  among  my  patrons  was  the  pre- 
:fent  firft  Baron,  the  worthy  Mr.  Montgomery-; 
a  gentleman  as  well  kn-own  for  his  goodnels 
as  his  great  knowledge.  He  not  only  extri- 
cated me  from  the  perfecuting  fpirit  of  an 
infatlable  creditor,  as  before  related,  but 
introduced  me  to  the  ladies  of  his  family, 
who  were  the  mofl  amiable  of  women^  One 
•of  thefe  is  the  prefent  Fifcountefs  Tozvnfend,, 
■whofe  goodnefs  excels  her  beauty,  though 
that  is  fo  acknowledged.  In  this  circle  i 
had  the  happinefs  of  being  introduced  to  the 
izLte  Ducbefs  of  Douglas,  who  ever  after  hor 
noured  me  with  her  patronage.  Thefe  la-^ 
dies  gave  me  a  general  invitation,  and  not 
only  received  my  vilits  with  pleafure.,  but 
ireturnefi  them. 

We  had  beiides  formed  a  little  party  o'f 
particular  friends,  who  met  once  or  twice  a 
week  at  my  houfe.  We  termed  this  fociable 
meeting  the  **  Nonfenfe  Club."  Mifs  fVord- 
ley  was  fixed  upon  for  the  goddefs^  And  I  re- 
ally believe,  as  much  innocent  mirth,  wir, 
and  good  humour  abounded  in  it,  as  ever 
<lid  in  any  affembly  of  the  fame  nature. 
Every  body  was  anxious  to  pleafe.  Ill-hu- 
mour, ill-manners,  and  all  indecency  were 
baniflied  from  it,  and  inftrudtion  and  mirth 
only  reigned.  The  gentlemen  that  were  ad- 
miitted  to  our  little  fociety  were  chiefly^  flu- 
•dents   and  young  men  poflefled  of  learning 

and 
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and  underilanding  greatly  above  the  com- 
mon rank.  ;:;[>  irt  ,- 

The  Dean  of  the  Faculty  had  likewife  been 
a  volunteer  in  my  caufe  upon  the  occaiion 
before  mentioned.  And  though  the  fuit 
was  pending  two  terms,  the  only  expence  I 
was  at,  was  for  printing  the  cafes;  which 
came  but  to  a  trifle.  Upon  a  moderate 
computation  this  fuit  would  have  coft  hun- 
dreds  in  the  Englifh  courts  of  common 
law. 

There  was  a  circumftance  attending  this 
litigation  which  I  own  greatly  furprized  me. 
The  great  advocate,  Mr.  Lockart,  who  vvas 
retained  by  my  opponent,  when  it  cam^e  be- 
fore the  court,  beftowed  the  moft  virulent 
abufe  upon  me.  Every  thing  that  even  th-e 
utmoft  malice  of  an  enraged  bad  woman 
could  have  fuggeited,  he  loaded  me  with,- 
But  w^hen  he  afterwards  honoured -me  with 
a  viflt  in  my  dre fling  room,  he  told  me  he 
was  much  concerned  at  his  having  been  mif- 
informed.  "  However,"  continued  he,  "do 
^^  not  give  youifclf  any  uneafinefs  about 
^^  what  I  faid  in  the  court..  For  what  I  ut- 
"  tered  in  the  pleadings,  except  what  im- 
"  mediately  related  to  the  cafe  in  point,  Vv'as 
"  was  not  paid  the  lead  attention  to." 

And   indeed,  a  moment's  refl.^<:\ion  con- 
vinced me  of  the  truth  of  the  learned  advo- 
Gate's  obfervation.     For  my  being  both  be- 
fore and   afterw^ards,  carefl!ed  by  ladies  of 
D    2  the 


2$  T    H    E       L    I    F    E       OP 

the  mofl  exemplary  chara6:erj  as  well  as  o£ 
exalted  rank,  aiFured  me  that  whatever  had 
been  f[>oken  to  my  difad vantage,  upon  the 
occafion,  had  not  gained  any  credit.  Had 
that  been  the  cafe,  I  fhould  not  have  retained 
their  good  op/inion.  But  on  the  contrary,  I 
was  as  much  eareffed  in  private  as  admired 
m  public.  The  very  flattering  reception  I 
met  with  wdierever  I  went,  banifhed  every 
apprehention;  and  clearly  evinced,  that  they 
were  merely  words  of  courfe. 

Biit  notwithiland  ing  I  was  fortunate  enough 
to  cfcape  the  eitefts  of  this  official  fcandal, 
how  many  are  there  whofe  future  lives  are 
rendered  unhappy  by  it.  The  indifcrimi- 
nate  and  generally  unmeritted  abufe  with 
which  fuch  as  are  fo  unfortunate  as  to  have 
any  concerns  in  a  court  of  juftice,  are  b'e- 
fpattered  by  the  counfel  of  their  opponents, 
calls  for  reprehenfion. — It  affords  but  very 
little  confolation  to  the  unjuftly  abufed  per- 
fon  to  hear  it  afterwards  faid,  ''  I  am  forry 
"  for  it" — "I  was  mifinformed"^ — "  It  will 
*'  not  be  regarded."" — The  bur  of  fcandal 
flicks  clofe — The  imprefllon  is  not  eafily 
defaced — It  goes  into  the  world;  tinctures 
every  attion;  and  caufes  the  whole  of  the  fu- 
ture conduct  to  be  viewed  Vv^ith  a  fufpicious 
eye — That  gentlemen  of  enlarged  minds,  as 
thofe  belonging  to  the  bar  are  known  to 
be,  (a  few  excepted)  fhould  condefcend  to 
Have  recourfe  to  fo  mean  and  unjuil:  a  me- 
thod 
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thod  for  promoting  the  caufe  they  are  re- 
tained in,  is  really  to  be  wondered  at.  Thofe 
who  are  naturally  revengeful  and  abufive, 
may  rejoice  at  having  an  opportunity  of  in- 
dulging a  propenfity  which  gives  them  plea- 
fure;  but  a  humane  and  generous  perfon 
will  certainly  refrain  from  every  unnecejjary 
exertion  of  it. — ^^I  think  I  have  made  fome 
fimilar  obfervation  in  a  former  letter.  Thefe, 
however,  fhall  go,  as  the  cuftom  I  am  cen- 
-furing,  though  it  has  hitherto  been  confidcr- 
cd  as  perfectly  allowable,  is  much  complaiiv 
ed  of,  and  cries  aloud  for  redrefs. — Let  me 
juft  add,  that  though  the  circumftance  be- 
fore mentioned  has  given  rife  to  this  degref- 
fion,  a  general  reproof  is  only  intended. 

In  confequence  of  not  being  able  to  dif- 
charge  the  whole  of  the  debts  I  had  con- 
tra<5ted  here,   I    applied  to  Mr.  Hearn,    the 
gentlemen  I  have   already  mentioned,  who 
immediately  fent  me  two  hundred  pounds. 
But  that  fum  not  being  adequate  to  the  de- 
mands  made  upon  me,   which  were  more  . 
eonfiderable  than  I  apprehended,  I  wrote  to 
Sir  George  Afetham  to    requeft  his-  affiilance.. 
By  the  return  of  the  pod  I  received  a  remit-^ 
tance  for  the  fum  I  required,  together  with 
a  very  preffing  invitation  to  fpend  fome  days 
with  him,  upon  my  return  to  London,  at  his 
feat  at  North  Cave  i  my  fon  being  there  for 
the  hollidays. 

D  3  Accordingly 
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Accordingly,  at  the  expiration  of  the 
month,  Mifs  IVordky  and  myfelf  fet  off  for 
Haddington;  to  which  place  fome  of  our 
Edinburgh  friends  accompanied ns, and  fpent 
the  evenino-.  The  next  mornino-  we  conti- 
nued  our  journey;  and  as  we  had  leilure,  I 
was  determined  to  take  a  view,  as  we  went 
on,  of  every  place  that  excited  curiofity. 
This  inrention,  however,  was  prevented  by 
a  difagreeable  event  which  happened  early 
on  our  Journey,  and  makes  me  Ihudder  whilft 
I  relate  it. 

As  we  were  paffing  through  a  village,  not 
far  from  Berwick,  an  infant  had  crept  into 
the  high-road,  and  fet  itfelf  down  in  the 
middle  of  it.  The  driver  of  the  chaife  go- 
ing on  jehu-like,  did  not  perceive  it.  And 
Mifs  Wordley  and  myfelf  being  employed  in 
reading;,  neither  did  we  obferve  it  till  the 
chaife  had  gone  over  its  legs.  Providenti- 
ally, my  fcreams  prevented  the  carriage  from 
going  over  its  head.  The  accident  had  fo 
violent  an  eftedt  upon  me,  that  I  was  taken 
out  fenfelefs,  and  it  was  fome  time  before  I 
could  be  reilored  to  life. 

As  foon  as  I  recovered,  my  firft  thoughts 
-tftvere  bellowed  upon  the  maimed  little  one, 
'^si^f/whofe  difader  we  had  unfortunately,  but 
" innocently  been  the  occafion.  Its  parents 
bf^ino;  now  returned  from  their  rural  work 
-iin  the  fields,  I  ordered  every  poffible  care  to 
"b?  taken  of  it:    and  I  am  certain  I  fuffered 

more 
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more  pain  of  mind  than  the  child  did  of 
body.  Had  there  been  a  furgcon  near,  I 
fliould  not  have  purfued  my  journey  ;  but  I 
could  not  think  of  letting  the  poor  baby 
lie  negledted  through  my  acute  feelings.^  I 
therefore,  though  very  unfit  to  travel,  haft- 
ened  on  to  the  next  town,  where  I  was  re- 
commended to  a  gentleman  of  eminence  in 
his  profeffion,  w^hom  I  immediately  dif- 
patched  to  his  relief.  Before  he  went,  I  re- 
quefted  him,  to  write  to  me,  as  foon  as  pof- 
lible,  at  Sir  George  Metham'% ;  as  I  was  not 
only  anxious  for  the  recovery  of  the  child, 
but  becaufe  the  expence  of  his  attendance 
could  not  then  be  afcertained. 

A  few  weeks  after  my  arrival  at  Cave,  I 
had  the  pleafure  of  hearing,  not  only  from 
the  furgeon  himfelf,  but  from  a  perfon  who 
refided  in  the  village,  that  through  the  fkill 
of  the  former,  and  another  trifling  circum- 
flance,  the  child  was  perfectly  recovered. 
The  parents  were  likewife  made  happy,  and 
the  furgeon  amply  rewarded,  by  Sir  George, 
who  had  a  tear  for  pity,  and  a  han.d  ever 
ready  to  relieve  the  dillrefled  while  he  had 
the  power. 

This  was  one  of  thofe  eventual  circum- 
ilanccs  which  appears  at  firft  to  be  a  great 
misfortune,  but  in  the  endisproducl:ivcof  the 
greateft  good.  For  I  have  fince  been  inform- 
ed that  the  father  of  the  child,  a  poor  induf- 
trious  peafant  with  a  large  family,  was  upon 

the 
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the  point  of  being  turned  out  of  his  little 
habitation,  and  having  his  goods  feized,  by 
an  unfeeling  landlord,  at  the  time  the  acci- 
dent happened.  But  this  was  prevented  by 
Sir  George's  timely  bounty;  who  not  only 
refcued  him  from  his  prefent  dirtrefs,  but  en- 
abled him  and  his  family  to  liye  in  comfort 
ever  after. 

Oh  how  I  envied  Sir  George  his  feelings 
upon  this  occafion  !  For  the  exquifite  fenfa- 
tion  fuch  a  benevolent  aft  muft  excite  in  a 
fufceptible  mind  is  truly  enviable. — Though 
envy  is  a  vice,  with  which^  thank  Heaven,  I 
am  totally  unacquainted,  yet  I  never  hear  of 
the  performance  of  a  generous  adlion,  but  a 
wifh  inftantly  arifes  m  my  breail,  that  I  had 
been  the  happy  perfon  v*?ho  poflefled  the 
power  with  the  inclination  to  perform  it.- — 
Whether  this  defire  of  robbing  another  of  fo 
great  a  happinefs,  falls  under  the  denomina- 
tion of  envy,  I  leave  to  the  cafuiils  to  deter- 
mine; but  it  is  a  defire  I  cannot  fupprefs.— i 
To  light  up  the  face  of  diftrefs  into  gladnefs^" 
and  to  pour  the  balm  of  comfort  into  the 
wounded  mind,  is  the  trueft  felicity  the  hu- 
man heart  is  capable  of  feeling. 

I  was  fo  much  indifpofed  when  I  got  to 
Alnwick  from  the  agitation  I  had  under*^ 
gone,  that  I  was  obliged  to  remain  there 
fome  days,  before  I  was  able  to  view  that 
beautiful  gothick  Caftle;  which  I  did  not 
care  to  leave  the  place  without  doing.     I 

have 
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have,  however,  at  preient,  very  little  rccol-' 
leftion  of  it.  Sir  George  had  wrote  me  word' 
that  he  would  fend  his,chaife  to  ineet  me 
at  Vcrk,  and  convey  me  from  thence  to  his 
houfe.  But  unluckily  his  fervant  had  gone, 
to  a  favourite  houfe  of  his,  and  not  to  the 
Black  Swan,  where  we  were  fet  dov^'n.  And 
the  people  of  the  inn  at  which  the  man 
had  fet  up  his  horfes,  were  fo  very  illiberal 
as  to  deny  his  leing  there,  v^^hen  I  fent  to 
enquire. 

The  morning  after  my  arrival  at  York, 
I  went  to  pav  my  devoirs  at  the  convent, 
v/here  I  had  fpent  fo  many  happy  hours, 
during  my  former  refidence  in  that  city.  I 
found  but  few  of  thofe  alive  with  whom  I 
then  been  acquainted,  and  learnt  that  the 
good  old  chaplain  had  for  fome  time  been 
gone  to  enjoy  the  reward  of  his  piety.  As  I 
purpofed  proceeding  to  Cave,  that  after- 
noon, I  was  obliged  to  decline  a  very  preffing 
invitation,  the  pious  inhabitants  of  this  blefl- 
ed  abode  gave  me,  to  fpend  fome  time  with 
them;  and  took  my  leave  loaded  with  bene- 
volent wifhes. 

Upon  my  return  to  the  inn,  I  was  not  very 
well  pleafed  at  flill  hearing  no  news  of  Sir 
George's  carriage,  my  finances  not  being  in 
the  moft  flourifhing  ftate.  I  therefore  was 
neceflitated  to  make  ufe  of  a  hired  one;  in 
in  which  wc  fet  off.  When  we  arrived  at  a 
place  about  twenty  miles  from  York.     I  left 

my 
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my  companion  at  the  inn,  and  proceeded" tO' 
Sir  Geo'/'ge's  alone..  I  willied  to  reconnoitre-, 
and  be  certain  of  a  kind  reception,  before  I 
introduced  her.  If  my  reception  Ihould  not 
be  as  warm  as  my  invitation,  or  if  there  hap- 
pened to  be  any  company  I  did  not  like  to- 
join,  I  was  determined  to  return  from  his 
honour's,  the  fame  evening..  But  I  beg  Sir 
George's  pardon  for  even  the  bare  fuppofition.. 
Had  I  confidered  rightly,  I  could  have  had 
no  caufe  for  apprehenfioii  on  either  point  j 
particularly  the  latter,  as  he  had  always  beem 
remarkably  careful  in  the  choice  of  the  com- 
pany he  introduced' me  to.. 

When  I  approached  the  houfe,  I  faw  the 
owner  of  it  at  a  diflance..    And  as  the  road  I 
was  in,  led  to  his  manfion  only,,  he  was  af- 
fured  the  vifit  muflbe  to  him  ;  he  therefore' 
haftened  tothe  chaife..    I  was  much  furpriz- 
ed  at  feeing  him  alone;  nor  did' he  feem  to- 
be  lefsfo  at  my  being  without  a  companion.. 
As  foon  as  I  came  up  to  him,  he  cryed  out, 
*'  My  dear  Pop  !  how  comes  it  that  you  arc 
"  by  yourfelf  and  inahack  ?  My  chaife  haa- 
'*  been  waiting  for  you  feveral  days  at  York... 
'*  I  begaix  to  be  alarmed  at  your  ftay,  an-d 
"  fent  George  and  my  nephew,  and  fome  •o^ 
"  thers,,  yefterday,  to  make  enquiries aboup 
^  you.    But  where  is  M/fs  Wordley  ?  I  hoped 
"  to  have  had  the  pleafure  of  her  company.fi 
From  fo  cordial  a  reception,  I  no  longer  had*i-' 
boured  a  doubt  of  my  prefeace  givii]t^  ple^. 

fure 
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?t5re  at  Cave.  I  then  informed  Sir  George  that 
I  had  left  Mifs  JVordley  at  a  village  fome 
miles  from  his  houfe.  Upon  which  he  dif- 
patched  the  chaife  to  bring  her. 

As  I  entered  the  hofpitable  manfion,  I 
had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  the  faithful  valet 
I  have  formerly  had  occafion  to  mention. 
The  worthy  fellow  abfolutely  Ihed  tears  of 
joy  upon  my  hand  as  he  kiffed  it.  He  had 
conceived  fuch  an  aflfedtion  for  my  fon,  that 
I  looked  upon  him  more  like  a  relation  than 
a  fervant.  He  had  lived  with  his  maftcr 
from  his  childhood  ;  having  been  brought 
\ip  in  a  fchool,  erecfted  by  Mr,  Montgomery y 
Sir  George's  father,  for  the  education  of  the 
children  of  fuch  of  his  tenants  and  neigh- 
bours, as  could  not  afford  to  beflow  one  on 
them.  At  this  period,  xno^  oi  Sir  George^ s 
fervants,  both  men  and  women,  had  partaken 
of  the  old  gentleman's  goodncfs.  I  am  forry 
to  be  able  to  add,  that  I  heard  with  infinite 
concern  fome  years  after,  that  Sir  George  had 
difchargediiis  faithful  Sherra.l,  through  the 
mifreprefentations  of  a  favourite  miftrefs. 

We  had  not  been  long  feated,  when  we 
beheld  Mifs  IfWdley  approach,  attended  by 
the  cavalcade  which  had  been  difpatched  in 
queft  of  me.  TheGoddefs  of  Nonfenfe  for- 
getting it  was  Sunday,  had  placed  herfelf  in 
the  window, and  fat  very  compofedly  ^/  work* 
So  unufual  a  fight  drew  the  attention  of  thofe 
who  pafled,  and  foon  raifed  a  crowd  before 

the 
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the  Inn.  My  fon  and  his  companions  h-ap« 
pening  to  ride  through  the  village,  at  the 
fame  time,  in  their  return,  their  notice  was 
iikewife  attra<5led  by  the  novelty.  This  gave 
Mifs  J'Vordky  an  opportunity  of  feeing  my 
5'ounker,  whom  ihe  immediately  knew  by 
the  great  refemblance  he  bore  to  his  father. 
Upon  which,  being  above  all  ceremony,  and 
her  appreheniioiis  of  a  favourable  reception 
being  removed  by  the  fight  of  the  chaife, 
fhe  threw  up  the  window,  made  herfelf 
known  to  the  young  gentlemen,  and  being 
fcated  in  the  chaife,  was  condudled  by  four 
fquires  on  horfeback,  en  grand  train,  to  join 

138. 

After  tea,  my  hofl  defired  he  might  have 
the  plcafure  of  fhowing  me  to  my  apart- 
ment, as  he  had  fomething  particular  to  fay 
tome.  I  arofe,  and  followed  him.  When  we 
got  into  my  room,  I  was  not  a  litde  furpriz- 
ed  to  fee  him  aflume  an  air  of  confequence, 
which  no  one  knew  better  than  himfelf  bow 
to  do.  He  then,  with  a  grave  countenance, 
faid  that  he  was  very  much  co.icerncd  to  tell 
me,  he  had  fomething  very  difagreeable  to 
inform  me  of.  I  began  to  fear,  from  this 
exordium,  that  I  had  been  too  hafty  in  fend- 
ing away  the  chaife.  But  my  apprehenfions 
fo©n  vanifhed,  when  he  told  me,  with  great 
folemnity,  that  during  the  diftraCtion  occafi- 
oned  by  our  fepcration,  he  had  laflily  bound 
himfelf,  by   the   moft  facred  vows,    never 

more 
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more   to  have  any  tender  connexion  with, 
me. 

The  conclufion  of  this  fpeech  had  fuch  an 
eftedtupon  me,  that  I  was  in  danger  of  for- 
getting the  graces,  fo  far  as  to  burlt  into  a 
fit  of  laughter.  But  recollecting  myfelf,  as 
well  as  I  could,  1  begged  he  would  not  be 
under  the  confufion  of  an  apology,  for  could 
I  have  fuppofed,  that  in  the  prefent  fituati- 
on  of  things,  it  would  have  been  otherwife, 
I  certainly  ihould  not  have  accepted  his  in- 
vitation. I  perceived  that  his  vanity  was 
much  hurt  at  this  declaration  ;  and  was  con- 
cerned at  it.  He  had  not  fuppofed  that  I 
ihoLild  receive  a  circumftance  of  fuch  great 
import  with  the  unafted:ed  indifference  1  did. 
He  expedled  that  I  fhould  regret  the  reflric-  • 
tion  with  the  fame  poignant  feelings  he  had 
declared  he  himfclf  felt.  And  his  chagrin- 
upon  the  occafion  was  vifible.  However, 
upon  rejoining  the  company,  he  reaffumcd 
his  good  humour  and  politencfs.  In  both  of 
lhQicSirGeo?-oe  exceeded  the  generality  of  iiis 
fcx  ;  particularly  in  tlie  latter.  I  cannot  re- 
coUei^  a  pcrfon  amongft  all  my  ac- 
quaintance, except  the  dowager  Lady  Har- 
rifigto/jf  who  knew  how  to  acquit  themfelves 
in  doing  the  honours  of  their  houfe,  with 
more  eafe  and  attention.  An  indifputable 
proof  of  a  good  heart  improved  by  a  polite 
education, 

G.A.B. 
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WHILST  I  continued  at  Cave,  every 
body  feemed  to  vie  with  each  other, 
which  Could  mofl:  fucceed  in  pleafing  me. 
But  my  anxiety  to  procure  an  engagement  at 
the  theatre  made  me  at  times  very  unealy. 
Such  a  ftep  was  abfolntely  neceflary,  to  clear 
me  from  the  debts  with  which  I  was  encum- 
bered ;  for,  notwithflanding  the  fumsl  had 
paid,  I  flill  owed  above  four  thoufand  pounds. 
Sir  George  exprefled  to  me  a  defire  of  felling 
an  eftate,  in  order  to  extricate  both  himfelf 
and  mc,  which  he  affured  me  he  would  do, 
as  foon  as  it  was  in  his  power.  And  he  gave 
me  a  commiflion  to  fpeak  to  Alderman  Cracroft, 
upon  my  return  to  London,  to  look  out  for 
a  purchafer. 

In  the  mean  time,  he  wrote  to  his  coufin. 
Lord  Eglingto/7,  deliring  he  would  ufe  his  in- 
tereft  with  Mr.  Beard,  the  then  afting  mana- 
ger, in  order  to  replace  me  in  my  former 
ftation  at  Covent-Garden  theatre.  By  his 
lordfhip's  anfwer,  I  had  the  mortification  to 
find,  that  the  proprietors  were  defirous  of 
faving  fo  heavy  a  falary  as  mine.  MrsJFard 
and  %Iifs  Macklin  had  divided  between  them 
the  charadters  whieh  ufed  to  be  in  my  poffef- 
lior.  His-lordlbip  was  therefore  iiiformed, • 
■iinL::.  that 
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that  there  was  no  room  forme.  My  pride, 
as  well  as  the  prudential  motives  which  made 
me  folicitous  for  an  engagement,  tended  to 
aggravate  the  contents  of  his  lordihip's  letter, 
and  to  render  the  difappointment  the  more 
irkforne.  So  that  notwithftanding  the  vinre* 
mitted  attention  which  was  fliewn  me  at 
Cave,  as  the  winter  was  now  advanced,  I  de« 
termined  to  vifit  London. 

Accordingly,  Mifs  IVordley,  my  Ton,  and 
little  lelf,  fet  otf  for  the  great  city  ;  after 
having  fpentthree  months  in  all  the  pleafure, 
that  agreeable  fociety,  good  cheer,  good  hu- 
mour, and  imembitcered  pleafantry  can  af- 
ford. I  left  this  feat  of  hofpitality  with  re- 
gret, which  v/ould  have  been  greatly  aug- 
niented,  could  I  have  then  forefeen  that  I 
ihould  never  more  have  been  an   inhabitant 

I  could  not  refrain  from  Ihedding  tears,  as 
we  paffed  the  reiidence  of  my  late  worthy 
friend,  Lord  Downe.  And  when  I  recollect 
the  manner  of  this  nobleman's  death,  and 
that  no  public  honours  have  been  ever  paid  to- 
his  memory,  a  gloom  overeails  my  mind, 
and  I  pay  him  the  tribute  of  a  figh. 

At  Stamford,  I  was  moft  agreeably  fur- 
prifed  to  meet  with  Lord  Granby,  who  did 
me  the  honour  to  fpend  the  evening  with 
me.  I  could  not  help  obferving,  to  my  great 
furprife,  that  during  the  wiJaole  time  we  were 
together,  his  lordfhip  never  mentioned  the 
E  2  name 
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name  of  Mr.  Calcraft.  This  was  the  more 
Angular,  from  a  report  which  was  then  cur- 
rent, and  which  1  Ihall  explain  more  fully 
in  my  annexed  letter  to  that  gentleman.       ■■'{■. 

Sir  George  hzdi  promifed  to  allow  me  feveti 
guineas  a  week  ;  and  he  affured  me  that  he 
would  foon  be  in  town.  The  commiffion  he 
knpowered  me  to  give  to  Mr.  Aide)  man  Cra- 
croft  afforded  me  double  pleafure.  As,  in- 
dependant  of  my  own  expectations  from  it, 
I  Ihould  be  enabled  by  it  to  Ihow  my  grati- 
tude to  one  of  the  befl  of  men.  I  own  the  fa- 
tisfadtion  I  received  from  finding  myfelf 
thus  reconciled  to  the  perfon  on  whom  I  firfl 
beflowed  my  heart,  was  very  great.  A  fe- 
rles  of  the  moft  complicated  treachery  had 
induced  me  to  ufe  him  ill,  at  the  very  time 
I  preferred  him  to  his  whole  fex.  And 
the  afTurance  of  his  future  friendfhip  was 
flattering  in  the  extreme.  Whilft  it  promif- 
ed to  be  ferviceable  to  me,  it  did  me  honour. 
— The  lines  I  have  already  quoted  from 
Shakfpecre's  "  Midfummer  Night's  Dream,'* 
relative  to  the  crofles  of  love,  are  full  as  ap- 
plicable to  this  difunion,  as  to  that  where  I 
applied  them.  I  might  here,  alio,  with  as 
much  propriety  fay,  "  the  courfe  of  true 
**  love  never  did  run  fmooth." 

Upon  our  arrival  in  London,  we  were  fet 
down  at  my  mother's  in  Brewer-ftreet,  whofe 
houfe,  very  fortunately,  happened  to  be 
empty.     I  have  already  obferved,- that   fhe 

ufuaUy 
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iifnally  let  it  to  perlbns  of  dill:inftion ;  the 
profits  of  which,  added  to  the  interert  of  the 
money  Hie  had  faved,  together  with  her 
penfion,  enabled  her  to  live  genteely,  and 
keep  up  an  acquaintance  with  thofe  who 
were  greatly  her  fuperiors.  w  s  «f.dn;;:j:9i 

r  She  confenred  to  let  me  have  her  firfl  floor, 
'and  undertook  to  pay  all  my  incidental  cx- 
pences  with  the  money  Sir  George  Metbam 
had  promifed  to  allow  me.  But  as  foe  knew 
the  capricioufnels  of  his  difpoiition;  (which 
indeed  turned  out  as  fhe  exped:ed,)  and  the 
precarioufnefs  of  making  an  engagement  at 
the  theatres,  when  both  the  companies  were 
fettled;  fhe  objed:ed  to  Mi fs  Wordky's,  con- 
tinuing  with  me.  Though  this  obje<5lion 
was  the  refult  of  prudence,  it  gave  me  in- 
finite pain.  However,  as  taking  up  my 
abode  in  a  parent's  houfe  mull:  appear  more- 
eligible  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  than  in 
any  other  lodging  I  could  get,  I  was  oblig- 
ed to  confent,  though  with  great  relu<!it- 
ance,  to  that  young  lady's  fettling  near 
me.  •  '01  la' 

I  now  wrote  to  M.-'.'Digges,  (I  fliould  fav, 
Mr.  I'FeJl,)  to  acquaint  him  that  we  muft- 
never  meet  again.  As  I  had  nothing  to  re- 
proach him  with,  I  did  not  trouble  him 
with  any  upbraidings.  He  had  not  been 
guilty  of  any  deception  towards  me.  And, 
barring  his  unhappy  jealous  temper,  I  mull 
ackiio.vlcdge  that  he  drove,  by  every  tv.'n- 
E  3  ^^'-'^i 
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tier,  Indulgent  attention  to  pleafe  me.  Nor 
did  we  ever  meet  after,  but  ojioe  in  the 
ftreet,  and  twice  at  the  theatre.       ;     -. 

A  circumilance  happened  the  night  of  our 
arrival  in  town,  which,  though  trifling  in 
itfelf,  as  it  fhowed  my  much-loved  fon*s 
affedrion,  I  cannot  forbear  relating.  When 
lights  were  brought,  obferving  they  were 
of  tallow,  without  fecming  to  take  any 
manner  of  notice,  he  immediately  went  out 
and  purchafed  wax.  Having  done  this,  his 
delicacy  induced  him  to  call  me,  upon  fome 
ilight  pretence,  into  another  room,  whilft 
they  were  changed.  Such  a  mark  of  atten- 
tion and  refped:  could  not  fail  of  giving  the 
moft  heart-felt  pleafure  to  a  fond  mother. 
And  I  have  the  fatisfadtion  to  pay  this  juft 
tribute  to  his  loved  memory,  (for  he  is  now 
no  more,)  that  to  the  day  of  his  death,  he 
preferved  the  fame  unremitting  afFedtion, 
and  afliduity  to  pleafe  me.  The  next  day  I 
took  him  to  Eaton,  as  he  had  greatly  tref-^ 
palTed  upon  the  limi,ts  of  his  holidays. 

Upon  my  return,  I  vifited  Mark-lane,  to 
confult  my  good  friend  the  alderman;  when 
I  opened  my  commi£[ion, '  which  he  gladly 
*ywidertook.  I  had  always,  even  in  my  moft 
iencumbered  fituation,  preferved  my  credit 
with  him.  Being  himfelf  the  moft  punc- 
tual of  men  in  all  his  dealings,  he  never 
excufed  the  want  of  pun(ftuality  in  others. 
He,  however,  ufually  gave  his  clients  per- 
'  .  miffion 
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miflion  to  name  their  own  time  of  payment; 
but  that  he  expeded  them  to  abide  by. 
The  alderman  had  paid  ray  creditors  luch 
confiderable  fums,  the  year  of  my  unfortu- 
nate expatriating,  that  he  not  only  kept  them 
in  good  humour,  but  prevailed  upon  them 
all,  (except  the  one  who  had  fo  cruelly. 
perfecuted  me,)  to  promife  that  they 
would  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  fcrve 
me. 

I  had  entered  the  room  upon  my  fxrfl: 
going  in,  with  my  ufual  chearfuinefs;  and 
announced  myfelf,  by  faying,  "Here  I  am." 
Mrs,CracroJt  received  me  with  her  ufual  af- 
fe(ftion.  Mr.  Cracrojt  then  afked  me  if  I  had 
any  hopes  of  any  engagement.  To  which  I 
replied  in  the  negative.  But  I  told  him  what 
Sir  George  had  promifed  to  do  for  me;  at 
which  he  was  much  pleafed.  And  as  the 
eftate,  intended  to  b&  fold,  was  in  a  regif- 
tered  county,  he  had  no  doubt,  he  faid,  but 
he  ihould  be  able  to  difpofe  ot  it  to  advan- 
vantage.  I  next  acquainted  him  that  I 
Ihould  endeavour  to  procure  an  engagement^ 
if  it  was  only  for  a  few  nights,  in  order  to 
be  entitled  to  a  benefit,  which  I  had  every 
reafon  to  hope  would  prove  as  lucrative  as 
ufual.  I  therefore  requelled  that  he  would 
get  my  letter  of  licence,  renewed;  and  like- 
wife  raife  money  upon  the  plate iwhich  I  had 
left  in  his  hands,  at  once  to  pay  himfelf 
what  would  be  due  to  him   in   a  few  days, 

(for 
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(for  he  was  to  be  paid  his  debt  at  Itated  pe- 
riods,) and  to  fupport  me  till  Sir  George 
came  to  town;  as  I  could  not  hope  to  re- 
ceive any  fupply  from  that  gentleman  tiU 
the  eftate  was  fold. 

During  my  return  home,  a  thought  flruck 
me,  which  was  to  write  to  the  honourable 
Air.  James  Brudenell,  now  Lord  Brudenell, 
who  had  formerly  honoured  me  with 
his  friendfhip,  but  fince  my  reparation 
from  his  intimate  acquaintance.  Sir  George 
Metbani,  had  delifted  from  noticing  me. 
As  I  was  in  hopes  that  his  coohiefs  would 
fubfide,  now  the  caufe  of  it  was  removed 
by  my  reconciliation  with  the  man  he 
fo  greatly  elteemed,  I  prefumed  by  letter 
to  folicit  the  honour  of  his  interelt  with 
the  proprietors  of  the  theatre.  Should  I  be 
fo  happy  as  to  fucceed  in  obtaining  this; 
fequeft,  I  could  not  then,  I  kne//,  enter- 
tain the  leall:  doubt  of  an  engcap-emcnt :  it 
being  the  diJUngu'iJIoed  mark  of  chara6ler  in 
that  truly  noble  family,  whenever  they 
efpoufe  a  caufe,  to  make  ufe  of  every  means 
in  their  power  to  promote  it.  Would  fome 
of  high  rank  that  I  could  name,  foUo'vV 
fuch  bright  examples,  we  ihould  not  fof' 
frequently  hear  of  broken  promifes. 

The  obfervance  of  a  promife  is  held  by^ 
me  in  io  facred  a  light,  that  I  cannot  for- 
bear expatiating  upon  it,  whenever  oppor- 
tunity offers.  I  fhall,  therefore,  jull  re- 
mark, by  way  of  addition   to  what  I  have 

fail 
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faid  upon  the  fubjedt  in  a  former  letter, 
that  my  teeUngs,  when  I  have  been  obliged 
to  polipone  the  performance  of  a  verbal 
engagement,  through  the  want  of  ability 
to  accomplifh  my  wifhes,  are  pungent  in 
the  extreme. — I  am  even  of  opinion,  that 
an  injury  received  will  by  no  means  cancel 
an  obligation  of  this  nature,  or  warrant  a 
breach  of  it. — And  fo  far  is  my  attention  en- 
gaged  by  anxiety  for  the  fulfillment  of  thofe 
I  have  entered  into,  that  there  is  one  in  par- 
ticular, which  will  be  a  conftant  fource  of 
difquitude  to  me  till  it  is  in  my  power  to 
difcharge  it. 

The  morning  after,  I  was  honoured  with 
a  vifit  from  the  gentleman  I  had  wrote  to. 
Wiien  he  not  only  promifed  to  exert  his 
intereft  in  my  favour,  but  made  me  happy 
by  affuring  me  of  the  renewed  patronage  of 
the  ladies  of  his  family. 

Two  mornings  after  this,  I  happened  to 
lie  in  bed  longer  than  ufual.  Although  I 
can  rife  at  any  hour,  with  the  greateft  alert- 
nefs,  when  any  concern,  whether  of  bufi- 
nefs  or  pleafure  calls  me;  yet  when  that  is 
not  the  cafe,  you  know  I  am  no  Matinefs 
Being  thus  indolently  inclined,  Mlfs  JVordley 
came  running  into  my  bedchamber,  and, 
with  joy  imprefled  on  her  countenance,  dc- 
fired  I  would  make  hafte  and  rife,  as  Johnny 
Beard  was  coming  to  fee  me. 

I  ima-* 
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I; imagined  Mifs  IFordley  meant  M.BaIrd 
rrom  Glaf2;ow;   a    2;entleman  who  had  been 
a  warm  partifan  of  mine,    whilft  I  was  m 
that   city.     I  could   not   entertain  the  molt 
diftant  idea,  that  the  77ianager  of  Covent  Gardett 
theatre^   would  fo  far  leffen  his  confequence, 
as  to  vifit  1  performer,  whom  he  had  fo  refj 
centVy  rej.cfted;  rlledging,  as  he  had  done  tc^. 
Lord Eglington-j   that  mulical  pieces  were  th«-, 
llaple  commodity  of  that  houfe.     I  found  it 
however,    to   my  great  furprize,   to  be  the, 
patentee  himfelf.     Having  faluted  me,  withr- 
his  ufual  cordial  civility^   he  informed  me, 
laughing,    that   he    was    come    ambaffador 
from  the  junto  ;  and  had  the  happinefs  to  be.r 
deputed  by  them  to  engage  me  ;  adding,  that 
there  was  a  neceffity   for  the  engagem^iU-'s 
being  figned  that  very  evening.  --.«,  f 

Upon  my  expreffing  my  aflonifhment  at 
the  celerity  required,  and  the-urgency  made 
life  of,  he  acquainted  me,  that  he  had  been 
honoured  vv'ith  a  v'lfit  from  Colofiel  Brudencll, 
who  had  peremptorily  it7;>/^/;^ri  that  I  ihogl.d  ,, 
be   engaged  in  four   and  twenty  bours3f.-|[)5Esj» 
elfe  he  fliould  be  obliged  to  compel  them  ta 
^  compliance.  As  the  refolution  of  this  gen- 
tleman was  well  known  ;  and,  like  wife,  that 
he  was   diftinguilhed   by   having  the  ear  of 
royalty  ;  the  proprietors  thought  it  better  to 
comply  with  his  demand,  than  to  rifque  in-  , 
curring  the  difpleafure  of  a   perfon  whofe-j, 
favour  was  of  fuch  importance  to  them. 

As 
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As  a  further  confideration,  they  knew  He  had 
great  influence  over  all  the  young  men  or 
quality,    many  of  whom    would  be  happy |^ 
in  having  an  opportunity  of  breaking  chan- 
deliers, and  pulling  up  benches.  ',;'.:. 

It  muft  be   fuppofed  that  I  was  not  a  lit-, 
tie  mortified  when  I  confidered  that  a  per^' 
former,  who  had  always  been  efteemed  of 
confequence,  and   who  had  every  reafon  to ; 
conclude  herfelf  in  ibme  eftimation  v\ith  the'^ 
public,     Ihould,    according    to    the     flage ' 
phrafe,  he  forced  upon  the  managers.     I  was, 
however,  confoled  by  the  reflection  that  I  . 
was  ftill  honoured  with  the  friendfhip  of  my 
worthy  benefadior  Mr,  Brudenell,  who  had  in- 
duced his  brother  the  Colonel,  to  efpoufe  my 
caufe  fo  warmly. 

I  immediately  fent  my  good  friend  Alder- 
man Cracroft  intelligence  of  this  unexpe6:ed 
fuccefs.  He  was  much  pleafed  to  hear  of 
it ;  but  acquainted  me  at  the  fame  time, 
of  his  having  been  informed,  that  my  in- 
exorable profecutrix  had  bought  up  two 
notes  of  mine,  in  order  to  make  her  debt 
above  a  thoufand  pounds ;  by  which  Ihe  in- 
tended to  prevent  me  from  taking  the  be- 
nefit of  any  adl  of  infolvcncy.  And  this  Ihe 
had  done,  notwith {landing  I  had  regularly 
paid  her  the  ftipulated  two  hundred  pounds 
a  year,  and  had  given  a  proof  of  my  honeft 
intentions,  by  fcorning  even  a  thought  of 
takino;  advantagie  of  an   z.&i,  at  the  time  I 

owed  ' 
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owed  near  nvice  \.he  fum  I  now  did.  He 
therefore  advifed  me  by  all  means  to  apply 
to  Comte  Hajlang,  with  whom  I  had 
formerly  had  the  honour  to  be  upon  the 
mod  friendly  terms,  to  requeft  that  he 
would  retain  me  for  his  houfe  keeper, 
as  a  fecurity  for  my  perfon. 

The  application  was  no  fooner  made, 
than  granted.  And  my  proted:ion  was 
dawn  U3  nearlv  in  thefe  words. 


"  Whereas  George  Anne  Bellamy,  my  houfc- 
'  keeper,  informs  me,  that  Ihe  has  con- 
^  tracked  i'ome  debts  which  flie  is  anxious  to 
'  pay  ;  and  as  fhe  is  offered  an  engagement 
^  at   Covent-Garden  theatre,  I   grant   her 

*  my  leave  to  perform  at  the  faid  theatre, 

*  upon  this  condition  only ;  that  Ihe  appro- 
'  }-)riates   her  zvhok  falary  for   the  ufe^  of 

*  her  creditors. 

**  Signed, 

"  De  Hajlangr 

The  next  day,  my  engagement  at  Covent 
Garden  theatre  was  publicly  announced  in 
the  papers,  together  with  my  intended  ap- 
pearance, the  Friday  following,  in  the  cha- 
racter of  Clcone. 

I  had  now  obtained  the  fummit  of  my 
prefont  hopes;  and  as  I  know  your  feel- 
ings are  fet  in  unifon  with  my  own,  I  dare 
fay   you   will   enjoy  with  me   this  momcn- 

taiy 
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t.iry  refpite  of  mine  from  trouble. — A  wo- 
mcntary  refpite  I  call  it. — For  as  Kb'ifa  fays, 
upon  reading  Abelanfs,  Letters,  "  When- 
**  e'er  thy  name  I  f  nd,  fome  fure  misfor* 
**  tune  follows  clofe  behind  ;"  fo,  with  me, 
frefh  troubles  tread  upon  the  heels  of  a  re- 
laxation from  pain ;  as  the  hurricanes  in 
the  Weil:  Indies,  and  other  countries  fub- 
jeQ:   to    them,    are    furcly  preceded   by  a 


dead  calm. 
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Sept.   20,  17— 

Now  imagined  my  perfon  to  be  fecure, 
and  that  all  my  affairs  were  fettled, 
-lexcept  that  of  my  obdurate  female  credi- 
tor. And  even  her  I  had  now  no  apprehen- 
(ions  from,  as  I  concluded  Ihe  would  take 
the  yearly  fum  Ibe  had  agreed  to  do,  ra- 
ther than  attempt  breaking  through  the  laws 
of  nations  by  attacking  a  perfon,  who  was 
aftualiy  the  known  domeftic  of  a  foreign 
nliniiler.  And  as  I  was  certain  that  Ilhould 
be  able  to  pay  her  the  ftipulated  fum,  from 
the  produce  of  my  benefit,  as  it  was  not 
due  till  the  April  following,  I  fet  my  heart 
at  reft  upon  that  fcore.  I  was  likewife  per- 
feftly  happy,  that  notwithftandlng  my  1\kI- 
den  decam^pment  in  the  middle  of  the  fea- 
;.  VOL.  IV*  F  fon,. 
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on,  I  had  nothing  to  apprehend  from  the 
lofs  of  the  public  favour ;  as  the  very  morn- 
ing the  pla}'^  I  vv'as  to  appear  in  was  adver- 
tifed,  every  place  in  the  houfe  was  taken. 

But  tomy  very  great  mortification,  I  found 
the  tranquillity  which  I  had  affumed,  to  hb 
fallacious;  and  the fereneprofpe<5t that feemed 
to  prefent  itfelf,  as  unfubttantial  as  the 
bafelefs  fabric  of  a  dream.  The  houfe- 
keeper  who  lived  with  me  during. my  abode- 
in  Jermyn-ftreet,  and  in  whom  I  had  wholly 
confided,  had  appropriated  the  money  al- 
lowed for  the  expences  of  the  houfe,  to  her 
own  ufe ;  and  by  bringing  me  in  falfe  vouch- 
ers, made  me  believe  every  thing  was  paid 
for.  By  which  means  I  found  myfelf  two 
hundred  pounds  more  in  debt  than  I  thought 
for.  With  the  money  thus  fraudulently  ob- 
tained, ihe  had  purchafed  herfelf  a  hufband,- 
whom  flie  accompanied  to  Switzerland,  his 
native  country. 

This  oecafioned  me  many  unwelcome  vi- 
fitors ;  and  obliged  me  to  be  troublefome 
once  more,  to  my  good  friend  Mr.  Hearn, 
who  lent  me  the  money,  and  I  difcharged  all 
their  bills.  I  now  concluded  I  was  exone-- 
rated  from  all  claims  that  could  be  made 
upon  me  ;  but  I  was  ftill  deceived.  Upon 
the  renewal  of  my  letter  of  licence,  I  had 
fent  it  to  Mr»  Deard,  to  whom  I  owed  about 
feventen  pounds,  for  him  to  fign.  I  did  this 
as  a  mere  matter  of  form  ;  for  as  I  had  ex- 
pended 
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pcndcil  large  fums  with  his  father  as  well  as 
himfelf^.  I  had  no  apprehenfions  "about  fuch 
a  trifle. 

But  iiiftead  of  figning  it,  Mr.  Deard  fent 
-me  word,  he  would  call  upon  me.  This  he 
did  on  the  morning  of  the  day  I  was  once 
more  to  exhibit  myfelf  to  the  public.  He 
was  informed  that  1  was  engaged,  and  could 
not  fee  him.  But  as  he  was  very  prefling, 
-and  had  formerly  been  very  obliging  in 
lending  me  diamonds,  I  naturally  imagined 
his  bufinefs  was  fomething  of  the  farlie 
purport.  No  words,  however,  can  exprefs 
my  fright  and  aftoniihment,  when  he  in- 
fo r  met!  me-,  that  he  had  a  demand  npon  me 
for  one  hundred  and  odd  pounds,  for  a  pair 
of  earings  he  had  lent  me,  and  whicli  he 
told  me  had  been  pledged  at  7V/r. //^{/o«'s 
in  Princes-ftreet,  Leicefler-fields. 

Had  the  fnakey  head  oi  Mediifa  been  pre- 
fented  to  my  view,  I  could  not  have  been 
more  petrified,  than  I  was  at  receiving  this 
information.  Tbe  pair  of  earings  had  been 
lent  me  before  I  left  London ;  and  when  I 
|iad  no  longer  any  occafion  for  them,  I  re- 
turned them  by  a  perfon-I  thought  I  could 
intruft  ;  but  I  now  found  flie  had  been  dif- 
honeft  enough  to  pawn  them.  Mr.  Dem-dy 
told  me,  that  he  was  fenfible  I  knew  no- 
thing of  the  affair  ;  but  that  did  not  exone- 
rate me  from  being  accountable  for  them'. 
r  ^  .   .Had 
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Had  I  returned  thcin  myfeif,  as  I  certainly 
ought  to  have  done,  it  would  have  prevent- 
ed this  diiagreeable  tranfadtion. 

What  made  this  circumftance  the  more 
iingular  was,  that  I  had  lent  the  letter  of 
licence,  when  it  was  lirll:  drawn,  to  Mr, 
Deard^  and  he  had  iigned  it  for  the  fum  be- 
fore mentioned.  The  unhappy  wretch  who 
committed  this  breach  of  trult,  was  in  pof- 
fefiion  of  a  fortune  at  the  time  (he  did  it,  and 
had  paid  the  debt  of  nature  only  a  few 
months  before  I  was  made  acquainted  with  her 
dKhonefty.  She  had  before  borrowed  a  watch 
of  mine,  fet  with  dianionds,  vohich  fhe  had 
alfo  pledged  ;  but  in  compaffion  to  her  youth 
and  family,  I  did  nor  proceed  to  extremi- 
ties. 

There  was  n^-  refoiifcei  .np^vv  left,  bur;-^' ^^ 
pay  the  money.  For  this  purpofe  I  fent  once 
.more  to  Mr.  Ream,  ;.  Tha|  worthy  man  came 
^^"T-iinmediately,    and   fettled   the  affair.     But 
-.'  'j\ot  without  reproaching  Mr.  Deardm  the  fe- 
"  verelT:  terms,  for  deferring  to  inform  me  of 
this  untoward  tranfadtion  tillthe  day  appointed 
for  my  appearance,  which  he  well  knew  muft 
be  a  very  improper  time  to  difcompofe  my 
mind.     He  told  him,  as  my  being   in  Scot- 
land was  no  fecret,  he  ought  to  have  wrote 
to  me  there  ;  that  I  might  have  had  the  ear- 
lieft  information  pofllble  of  an  affair  which 
fo  nearly  concerned  me.     As  Mr.  Hearn  had 
formerly  paid  his  father  and  him  large  fums 

of 
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of  money  upon: my  account,  this  r^eprehen- 
fioti  came  with  double  eiiicacy  from  his 
lips. 

Mr.  Deard  apologized  for  the  omiffion,  by 
^Hedging  that  as  he  knew  me  to  be  quite  in- 
nocent of  the  afiair,  he  feared  the  knowledge 
of  it  would  have  afFefted  me  too  much  at 
■fuch  a  dittance.  And  as  he  knew  my  prin- 
ciple, he  had  not  entertained  the  leaft  doubt 
of  receiving  the  money  upon  my  return  to 
town.  This  unlucky  accident  difcohcerted 
me  greatly ;  but  I  was  really  angry  at  aji 
offer  of  more  diamonds,  which  he  had  brought 
with  him,  to  decorate  me.  After  what  had 
pafled,  1  rejedfcd  them  with  fome  afperity. 
And  1  then  formed  a  refolution  of  never  bor- 
rowing any  jewels  in  future,  but  of  Lady 
Tyrawisy  I  which  I  canfidered  ,as  my  ownj 
her ,  Ladyfliip  having  frequently  declared 
that  flc  had  willed  ail  thofe  Ihe  poireffed  to 
me,  upon  her  demile. 

The  apprehcnfions  naturally  attendant  oa 
a  firft  appearance  can  be  judged  of  only  by 
a  performer.  And  this  is  greatly  heighten- 
ed, where  there  is  an  anxiety  to  preferve  re- 
putation in  a  profeilion  which  has  been  very 
hardly  acquired.  The  ill-judged  vilit  of 
Mr-,  Deard  made  no  inconfiderable  addition 
to  the  perturbations  I  experienced  upon  this 
occafion. "  They  were,  however,  foon  r€- 
;moved  by  the  inceflant  plaudits  I  received 
"from  every  part  of  the  houfe.  But  encour- 
F  3  aging 
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aging  as  thefc  vi*erc,  they  did  not  gratify  my 
feelings  fo  much,. as  the  fplendid  appearance 
of  moft  of  my  former  patroneffes.  Among 
them  I  faw  with  pleaiurc  all  the  ladies  be- 
longing to  the  family  of  the  gentleman  that 
had  procured  my  engagement. 

The  managers,  encouraged  by  the  reiter- 
ated marks  of  approbation  which  were  be- 
ftowed  upon  me  at  the  conclufion  of  the 
piece,  y^xy  injudicioujly  gave  it  out  for  the 
mext  evening.  They  did  not  confider  that 
this  was  an  opera  night,  and  confequently 
fo  great  a  fhow  of  beauty  was  not  to  be  ex- 
pefted  to  grace  the  boxes.  Befides,  the  au- 
thor being  now  desd,  as  well  as  moft  of  his 
friends  and  fupporters,  and  the  diftrefs  be- 
ing fo  very  deep  that  few  perfons  could 
fland  the  efFeds  of  it ;  the  piece  was  not  at 
this  time  held  in  fo  high  efiimation  as  it  once 
was.  It  confequently  did  not  fucceed  the 
fecond  night,  though  played  after  in  the 
courfe  of  the  winter. 

But  I  muft  obferve,  that  the  managers 
have  it  always  in  their  power  to  deprefs  a 
performer,  even  if  poffefied  of  much  greater 
merit  than  ever  I  could  boaft^  And  I  am 
well  perfuaded,  that  if  the  greateft  ad:or 
that  ever  was,  and,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
ever  will  be,  had  not  had  the  management  of 
himfelf;  the  choice  of  his  chara<!^ers,  and  tke 
timing  of  the  rep.refcntations;  he  would  not 
have  retained  jhe  eilimation,.  he  fo  jyftly  de- 

ferved 
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fcrved,  and  carried  with  him  to  the  grave. 
The  truth  of  the  foregoing  alTertio)^  will  be 
-niore  fully  proved  by  his  treatment  of  the 
two  firft  female  performers  that  ^y^r  trod 
the  ftage ;  the  defervedly  celebrated  Cjki/er 
and  Clive. 

Mifs  Elliot y  a  very   beautiful   young  wo- 
man, and    who  had   great  talents,  had  got 
pofleflion  of  all  my  parts  in  comedy,  except 
Lady  Townley.     Juliet   and  two  or  thre,e 
others   were   reftored  me  by  Mifs   Mucklin. 
But  I  had  not  much  employment  at  the  the- 
atre.    This,  however,  did  not  give  me  fo 
great   concern   as  it  would  have  done   for- 
merly ;  for  my  attendance  at  his  Excellency 
Comte  Hajlang*%   engrofled  every  day  a  conil- 
-dcrable  part  of  my  time. 
^-   Mt\  Beard  informed  me,  one  evening,  that 
*'  Coriolanus"  was  commanded  {ox  the  Jollovv- 
ing  Thurfday..     I    immediately  pointed  out 
to  him  the  impracticability  of  my  recovering 
fuch  a  part  as   Verturia  in  a  day.     He   an- 
fwered  me  very  fhort,  that  I  mufl  pofitively 
play  it,  as  I   had  been  exprefsly  named;  anc^ 
confequently,  it  muft  be.     So   flattering  a 
diflinttion  could    not   fail  of  affording  nie 
the  greatefl  pleafure,  and  exciting  my  ut- 
moft   emulatation.     But   the   very   anxiety 
which  urged  me  to  excel,  made  me  the  more 
imperfeft.     And  I  had  the  mortification  ,ty 
feel  that  I  never  played   fo   ill  in  my  life. 
This  failure  was  greatly  exaggerated  by  be- 
ing 
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ing  contrafted  with  the  fuccefs  I  had  ufually 
met  with  in  this  chapa(5lcr.  It  had  always 
been  efteemed  one  of  thofe  in  which  I  moft 
ftione.  Indeed,  to  fpeak  the  truth,  I  verily 
believe,  that  no  performer,  entitled  to  the 
leaft  merit,  could  fo  completely  have  mafla- 
cred  a  Roman  matron,  as  I  unfortunately 
did  that  night. 

My  fecond  mortification  was  relative  to 
Lady  Townley.  As  I  had  always  gained 
great  reputation  in  that  character,  had  it 
been  properly  announced,  there  was  every  rea- 
fon  to  conclude  that  the  audience  would 
have  been  brilliant.  But  being  only  fubili- 
tuted  in  the  place  of  an  opera,  upon  the  in- 
difpofition  of  a  finging  performer,  it  was 
confequenrly  performed  to  a  very  indifferent 
houfe. 

Mr,  PFoodivard  had  at  this  period  diffolved 
the  partnerfhip,  which  he  had  very  injudi* 
cioufly  entered  into  with  Barry.  This  gentle* 
man,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  had  accu- 
mulated by  his  uncommon  talents,  and  his 
oeconomy,  the  fum  of  eleven  thoufand 
pounds.  Upon  his  having  fome  difpute  with 
the  great  Rofcius,  who,  it  is  well  known, 
could  bearno  brother  near  the  throne,  he 
went  to  Ireland,  as  before  related,  where 
lafter  four  years  labour  and  vexation,  he 
found  himfelf  ftripped  of  every  guinea  he 
•had  been  poiTefled  of;  befides  being  involv- 
ed in  the  joint  debts.  He  therefore  com- 
menced 
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iiicnced  a  fuit  in  chancery  againft  his  late 
partner,  and  returned  to  England.  - 

The  fubfequent  winter,  he  engaged  afc 
Covent-Garden,  where  his  fuccefs  was  at- 
tended with  great  advantage  to  the  proprie- 
tors. This  excellent  adtor  was  known  in  the 
theatre  to  have  formerly  been  my  profeffed 
admirer.  The  attention  he  now  feemed  to 
pay  me  was,  therefore,  immediately  fet  down 
to  the  fame  account.  Mifs  Elliot'^  ill  heath 
obliging  her  often  to  decline  playing,  all  the 
chara6lers  I  had  once  poflTeffed  now  reverted 
to  their  owner;  which  occafioned  Mr.  PFood- 
ward^r\(\  myfelf  to  appear  generally  in  the 
fume  pieces. 

Unfortunately  for  me,  a  difagreement 
fublifted  between  him  and  the  manager,  al»- 
though  they  had  formerly  lived  in  the  ftridt- 
eft  intimacy.  Mr.  PVoodward's  feeming  par- 
tiality towards  me,  confcquentlv  involved 
me  in  Mr.  Beard's  difpleafure.  Another  cir- 
cumftance  tended  to  augment  this  unmerit- 
ed impreffion.  The  manager  had  lately 
married  Afr.  i^/VZ^'s  daughter,  wirh  whom,  I 
have  informed  you,  I  was  fome  years  back  fo 
intimate.  This  lady,  however,  having  in- 
difcreetly  repeated  fome  converfation  which 
palTed  at  Mr.  Calcraft's  table,  he  defired  I 
would  decline  receiving  her  vifits.  A  great 
coolnefs  was  the  refult  ;  and  we  never  after 
were  upon  friendly  terms.  I  can  account  no 
other  way,  for  this  alteration  in  the  behavi- 
our 
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our  of  the  manager,  which  had  always  been 
cordial  till  that  event  took  place. 

Sir  George  Metham  at  length  came  to  town. 
And  foon  after  his  arrival,  he  defired  I  would 
invite  Mr.  Aldermen  Cracroft  and  Mr.  Forreji, 
to  dinner,  in  order  to  fettle  the  preliminary 
fteps  towards  the  difpofal  of  the  eftate  he 
propofed  to  fell.  He  upon  this  occafion 
repeated  the  promife  he  had  made  me,  when 
at  Cave,  of  difcharging  all  my  debts,  as  foon 
as  he  received  the  purchafe  money.  But  ill 
fortune  was  ftill  to  purfue  me.  Mr.  Cracroft 
was  not  able  among  all  hisconne(flions,togct 
any  one  to  purchafe  the  eftate  at  the  price 
fet  upon  it.  The  hopes  I  had  indulged  and 
with  fo  good  a  profpe(5t  of  their  completion, 
were  confequently  fruftrated.  For  a  coolnefs 
foon  after  took  place,  which  obliterated  all 
thefe  profeffions  ;  and  the  money  I  expeft- 
cd,  went  to  purchafe  an  annuity  for  a  lady 
^e  afterwards  formed  a  conneiflion  with. 

When  my  benefit  came  to  be  fixed,  the 
manager  and  myfelf  had  fome  words  relative 
'to  Mifs  fVordlefs  performing  on  the  occafion. 
That  young  lady  wilhed  to  try  her  fortune 
upon  the  London  ftage.  1  defired  much  to 
indulge  her  ;  as  I  was  at  this  time  fo  attach- 
ed to  her,  that  I  feared  fhe  would  be  obliged 
to  enter  into  fome  country  company,  or  go 
to  Ireland,  if  Ihe  could  not  get  an  engagc- 
^'ment  in  town.  The  play  performed  on  my 
night,  w^s  **  Romeo  and  Juliet  ;"  and  the 

after 
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after-piece    was,    "  Mifs   in  Her  Teens  ;" 
in    which  fhe    was  to    make  her  entree   in 

I  fiiccecded  in  carrying  my  point  as  to  the 
introduftion  of  my  friend,  a,nd  the  receipt 
was  the  greateft  that  had  ever  been  known. 
My  great  gold  tickets,  however,  failed. 
For  I  received  but  one  hundred  from  Lord 
Holdemcfs  ;  fifty  a  piece  from  General  MonktoUy 
LordGra)iby,  2.nd  Lord  Pigot  ;  and  one  fifty 
in  a  blank  cover,  which  I  have  often  fufpe(ft- 
ed  came  from  Mr.  fVoodnuard. 

G.  A.  B. 
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September  30,  J.7——. 

^I^HE  day  after,  Sir  George  Methani  fent 
j^  to  inform  me  that  my  fon  was  much 
indifpofed  ;  and  requefted  me  to  come  to 
Palace  Yard.  Having  a  vifitant  with  me 
that  was  jufl  come  from  Scotland,  I  could 
not  obey  the  fummons  till  after  dinner.  I 
then  went,  with  a  promife  of  returning  as. 
foon  as  poUibje  ;  having  been  informed  by 
the  fervant,  who  brought  the  mefTage,  that 
my  dear  George  had  only  a  flight  cold. 

When  I  arrived,  I  found  Mr.  Macklin, 
tete-a-tete  with  Sir  George ;  who  had  informed 
the  barpnet  tl^at  I  was  going  to  be  married 
to  Mr,  Woodward.     The  abfurdity  of  fuch  a 

report 
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report  could  only  be  laughed  at,  on  its  be- 
ing mentioned  to  me,  and  anfvvered  with, 
"  Yestobefure  !"  After  the  veteran  was  de- 
parted, Sir  George  preffed  me  much  to  flay 
the  evening.  I  told  him  I  could  not  poffibly 
comply  with  his  requeft,  as  I  had  left  com- 
pany at  home,  to  whom  I  had  promifed, 
and  good  manners  obliged  me,  to  return. 
Notwithftanding  this,  forgetting  his  ufual 
politenefs,  he  intreated  me  again  to  flay. 
And,  in  fpite  of  all  his  ufual  nonchalence,  I 
verly  believe,  had  I  been  d'accord,  he  would 
not  now  have  been  a  rigid  obferver  of  thofe 
folemn  oaths,  which  had  given  him  fo  much 
pain,  at  Cave. 

Upon  my  ftill  perfiftlng  in  going,  he  hint? 
ed  at  the  report  relative  to  Mr,  IVoodzvard, 
which  I  own,  difpleafed  me  much.  For  it 
could  not  really  be  fuppofed  that  a  man  of 
his  age  and  prudence,  efpeciaUy  as  he  had 
loft  a  fortune,  and  was  endeavouring  to  fave 
another,  would  marry  a  woman,  even  if  fhe 
were  inclinable,  who  was  fo  much  involved 
as  myfelf,  and  was  not  the  beft  oeconomift 
in  the  world.  Whether  Sir  George  affeded  to 
believe  the  report,  in  order  to  ferve  as  a  plea 
for  his  not  fulfilling  the  repeated  promifes 
he  had  made  me  ;  or  whether  he  was  really 
jealous,  I  will  hot  pretend  to  determine  ; 
but  fuch  a  Coolnefs  immediately  took  place, 
chat  I  never  faw   him   from   this  time,  till 

within 
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Within  thefe  laft  feven  years;  when  he  called 
upon  me  to  render  me  fome  affiflance. 
•  i  have  often  regretted,  that  a  man  and 
woman  cannot  live  in  that  unimpaffioned 
friendlhip  with  each  other,  which  lubfifts 
between  two  perfons  of  the  fame  fex,  with^ 
out  being  fufpefted  by  the  world  of  a  con- 
nection of  a  more  tender  nature,  and  acquir-^ 
ing  cenfure  thereby.  I  fcarcely-  ever  knew 
an  inilanee,  except  in  the  intimacy  between 
the  amiable  Jemmy  Moor,  whofe  untimely 
fate  I  h^"^  recorded,  iind  myfelf;  which 
lalled  unchangeable  and  imreproacked,  till 
death  fevered  the  band  of  friendfhip  whieh 
united  us. 

I  hope  my  fex  will  excufe  the  declaration, 
but  I  freely  acknowledge  that  I  generally 
prefer  the  converfation  of  the  men  to  that  of 
females.  The  topics  of  the  latter  ufuallv 
turn  upon  falhions  or  fcandal,  both  of  which 
I  am  now  a  flranger  to.  Scandal  In  particu- 
lar I  have  always  held  in  the  higheft  detef- 
tation,  and  I  have  made  it  the  fubjedt  of  my 
reprehenfion  in  one  of  my  proceeding  letters. 
Though  I  am  now  confined  to  a  plain  coif, 
I  fhall  ever  retain  the  fame  contempt  for 
that  hypocrify,  which  this  part  of  the  fe- 
male attire  too  often  covers.  On  the  con- 
trary, 1  have  every  reafon  to  admire  finceri- 
ty.  For,  by  walking  hand  in  hand  with 
that  celeftial  vifiter,  it  has  procured  for  me 
TOL.  IV.  G  tb« 
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the  fiicndfhip  of  many  perfons  of  the  bell 
underllanding,  as  well  as  the  beft  hearts. 

As  I  fhall  have  occafion  to  mention  Mr, 
IVoodward  frequently  in  my  fubfequent  let- 
ters, I  ihall  endeavour  to  draw  a  portrait  of 
him  in  private  life.  His  merit  as  an  adtor 
was  fo  univerfally  known,  and  juftly  admir- 
ed, as  to  render  all  eulogiiims  on  that  head 
imneceflary.  He  was  educated  at  Merchant- 
Taylor's  School,  where  he  foon  attracted  the 
notice  of  the  mailers,  by  the  rapid  progrefs 
he  made  in  his  ftudics.  I  have  of|en  heard 
Sir  George  Hay,  as  well  as  Dr.  toztmlfy  the  late 
mafter,  fay,  that  he  excited  the  furprize  of 
every  one,  for  he  feemed  to  learn  by  intui- 
tion. 

He  early  Ihowed  an  attachment  to  the 
flage.  And  his  father  meeting  with  mis- 
fortunes, he  was  induced  to  try  the  advan- 
tage of  the  talents,  with  which  nature  had 
endowed  him,  in  the  theatrical  line,  in  pre- 
ference to  the  church,  for  which  he  was  in- 
tended. As  his  figure  was  elegant,  it  pro- 
cured him  the  admiration  of  fome  of  the 
gay  frail  ones,  which  occafioned  him  to 
fpend  feveral  years  in  diflipation.  This  was 
the  more  extraordinary,  as  he  was  naturally 
OT  a  grave  turr^  of  mind-  He  was,  indeed, 
fo  much  fo,  that  to  thofe  who  were  not  in- 
timate witli  him,  it  had  the  appearance  of 
ill-natured  aufterity. 

I  have 


G.       A.       BELLAMY.  63 

I  have  already-  informed  you,  that  he  had 
a  ftrong  underflanding,  improved  by  culti- 
vation. His  knowledge  was  extenfive  Vv'ith- 
out  any  alloy  of  pedantry.  But  he  never 
made  an' oflentatious  difplay  of  it.  He  was 
a  moft  entertaining  companion  when  he  ap- 
proved of  his  company,  but  referved  in  the 
extreme  when  he  did  not.  He  well  knew 
the  value  of  money  ;  but  few  were  more 
ready,  when  a  proper  occafion  offered,  to  do 
a  generous  action.  He  was  the  moW  princi- 
pled man,'  I  ever  was  acquainted  with.  And 
he  gave  me  the  foltowing  proof  of  his 
being  fo. 

Mr.  Lewis  one  day  reproached  him,  at  the 
theatre,  v/ith  his  appearing  at  rehearfal  in  a 
coat  a  little  out  at  the  elbows.  This  he 
imputed  to  pride,  as  he  faid  he  would  not 
have  done  fo  but  from  a  confcioufnefs  of 
his  opulence.  When  Mr.  IVoodivard  repeat- 
ed the  circumftance  to  me,  I  enquired  why 
he  gave  Mr.  Lezuis  occafion  for  fuch  a  re- 
mark by  appearing  in  fo  worn  a  coat.  To 
which  he  very  ferioufly  and  figmficantly  re- 
plied, "  Madam,  /cannot  afford  to  run  in 
'^  debt."  I  cannot  fay  but  I  felt  very  forci- 
bly the  juftice  of  this  reproach.  And  a? 
perfons  are  generally  difplcafed  when  they 
feel  themfelves  fung  by  a  frank  remem- 
brancer, I  was  not  in  good  humour,  for  foiiie 
time,  with  my  monitor. 

G  2  Whiift 


;^4  THE       LIFE       OP 

Whilft  he  was  under  age,  he  entered  into 
an  engagement  to  pay  his  father's  debts;  but 
notwithfcanding  he  might  have  availed  him- 
felf  of  that  circumflance,  he  difcharged  the 
whole  of  them,  with  great  honour.  He  fet 
his  brother  up  in  bufinefs  tv^ice.  And  was 
one  of  the  belt  of  fons  to  his  mother;  v/ith 
whom  he  relided  till  his  unfortunate  Irifh 
Expedition.— I  have  thus  given  you  the  out- 
lines of  his  chara6ter.  To  enumerate  his 
virtues,  and  to  place  them  in  the  confpicu- 
ous  light  they  merit,  lies  not  within  the 
reach  of  my  feeble  pen. 

Let  me  add,  that  I  am  of  opinion,  his 
gravity,  which  was  frequently  mifcondiud:- 
ed  into  pride,  wa5  occifioned  by  a  bodily 
complaint  he  laboured  under  more  than 
rvyenty  years,  and  which  was  the  caufe  of 
his  death.  I  have  been  credibly  informed, 
that  had  not  a  blameable  delicacy  prevented 
him  from  making  Mr,  Bromf.eld  (e  gentle- 
man-of  whofe  chirurgical  abilities  he  had 
the  higheft  opinion)  acquainted  with  his 
diforder,  there  would  have  been  the  great- 
efl  probability  of  his  belong  reftored  to 
health;  and  he  might  have  enjoyed  an  equal 
longevity  with  his  cotempoi'aries,  Macklin 
and  Tates. 

I  have  been  led  on  to  introduce  the  death 
of  this  great  acftor  and  upright  man,  long  be- 
fore I  ought  to  have  done  it;  but  the  fub- 
jed:  of  his  life  was  fo  intcrefting  to  me,  that 

I  could 
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Fcould  not  break  offwhiirt  any  thing  remain- 
ed to  be  faid  of  it.  I  hope  it  will  not  prove 
unacceptable  to  thofe  who  admired  his  the- 
atrical talents,,  to  find  that  his  memory  has 
likewife  a  claim  to  veneration  upon  account - 
of  his  private  virtues.  I  may,  indeed,  moft 
truly,  fay  with  Hamlet*  "  Take  him  for 
**  all  in  all,'*  combining  all  his  claims  to  re- 
fpeft;  "  we  Ihall  not  look  upon  his  like 
"  again." 

As  I  know  you  participate  in  every  cir* 
cumftance  that  concerns  me,  I  am  perfuad- 
ed  you  will  read  "with  plcafure  this  juft, 
but  inadequate  tribute  to  the  worthiell: 
of  men,  who  was  at  once,  *'  my  patron, 
"  father,  friend.*'  Sufpicious  minds  may 
perhaps  annex  another  term  to  thefe.  To 
fuch  I  fhall  only  fay,  that  had  I  been  at  that 
time  inclined  to  enter  into  a  tender  connec- 
tion, I  had  many  folicitations  from  thofe 
who  would  have  fupported  me  in  a  very 
high  line.  People  judge  in  general  from 
appearances.  And  it  thofe  concerned  do  not 
think  it  worth  while  to  explain  thefe  ap- 
pearances, they  always  receive  an  unfavour- 
able interpretation.  Any  further  explana- 
tion of  the  nature  of  the  union  which  after- 
wards took  place  between  this  gentleman 
and  myfelf,  v^ill  be  unneceiTary,  as  it  might 
be  collected  from  many  parages  in  the  pre-, 
ceeding  part  of  this  letter. 
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Ai  the  conclusion  of  the  feafon,  I  had  per* 
miffion  from  his  excellency  Comle  Haflang, 
to  make  a  tour  to  the  continent.  His  for- 
mer houfekeeper,  who  was  now  become 
Lady  Faramounty  had  a  houfe  at  Paddington; 
which  induced  his  Lordfhip  to  prefer  dining 
at  the  club;  and,  in  the  evening,  to  join  his 
iniime,  Lord  Falmouth, 2.iY2iU:&h2i[\y  where  the 
amufement  of  thefe  two  noblemen  confifled 
in  entertaining  ladies  of  a  particular  deno- 
mination. 

Nothing  happened  during  this  excurfion 
worth  relating.  Upon  my  return,  my  mo- 
ther's houfe  being  let  to  a  family  of  thefirft 
quality,  I  took  apartments  in  Rider-ftreet, 
St.  James's.  And  as  I  was  now  at  liberty  to 
have  Mifs  Ifordlcy  with  me,  I  requefted  her 
company.  I  have  already,  I  think,  informed, 
you  that  this  young  woman,  before  fhe  was 
jfltage-llruck  lived  in  the  EarlofPorvys's  houfe, 
and  was  educated  by  her  father,  who  was  a 
profound  fcholar  and  divine,  and  endowed 
with  a  found  underftanding. 

As  this  daughter  feemed  to  be  the  only 
one  out  of  three  that  had  the  happinefs  of 
enjoying  the  gifts  of  nature  in  a  fimilar 
manner  w'ith  himfelf,  Mr.  fVbrdley  had  taken 
uncomman  pains  to  cultivate  the  feeds  fa 
vifible  in  her  infant'mind.  And  the  culture 
was  not  beftovvcd  in  vain.  She  joined  to  a 
briiriant  wit,  the  gceateft  humanity,  and  the 
beft  of  hearts.     Thi»s  naturally  endeared  her 

to 
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to  me.  And  though  by  reafon  of  her  mar- 
riage, and  her  being  the  celebrated  Quaker 
preacher,  I  am  now  deprived  of  her  com- 
pany, yet  I  am  happy,  when  flie  calls  upon 
me,  to  fee  that  ihe  retains  her  ufual  chearful- 
nefs;  and  I  cannot  help  regretting  thofe 
days  of  entertainment  and  innocent  mirth, 
we  have  fo  often  enjoyed  together. 

About  this  period  an  application  was  made 
to  me  by  Air  JVoodifield^  to  pay  a  confiderable 
fum  for  fome  jred  champaign,  which,  by  M>\ 
Cakrafi's  defire,  I  had  ordered  from  him  to 
fend  to  Lord  Granby  in  Germany.  And  I  had 
another  demand  from  Finmore,  of  the  Star 
and  Garter  tavern,  for  claret,  which  I  had 
likewife  indifcreetly  wrote  an  order  for 
Calcraft,  when  I  refided  in  Parliament-flreer. 
As  I  could  not  think  myfelf  liable  to  thefe 
demands,  I  took  no  manner  of  notice  of 
them  ;  the  confequence  of  which  was,  that 
they  both  commenced  adtions  againft  me. 

Accordingly,  as  I  was  preparing  one 
night  for  the  opera,  I  was  honoured  with  a 
vifit  from  two  of  the  catchpole  fraternity,. 
who  told  me  I  muft  take  the  air  with  them, 
before  I  indulged  my  ears.  The  debt  I  had 
contrad:ed  of  l^Foodifieldy  on  Lord  Granhy'^.  ac- 
count, I  could  by  no  means  litigate.  His 
Lordihip  was  abroad,  and  I  was  too  much 
indebted  to  his  generofity  to  think  of 
writing  to  him  upon  fuch  a  fubje<ft. 

When 
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When  I  arrived  at  the  officer's  houfe,  the 
man  feeing  me  better  dreffed  than  his  vifit- 
ers  ulually  were,  and  recolletfting  my  voiccj 
he  took  my  word  for  my  fettling  Mr,  Woodi- 
Jield's  adtion  the  next  day;  and  giving  bail' 
for  the  other,  which  I  was  determined  to 
conteft,  in  order  at  once  to  expofe  Mr.  Cal- 
craft,  and  try  the  validity  of  my  protedtion. 
For  though  I  did  not  lodge  in  the  Ambaffa- 
dor's  houfe,  I  was  a<ftually  his  houfe-keeper, 
and  remained  upon  the  lift  till  the  Comte''% 
death.  But  T  only  availed  myfelf  of  his 
protedtion  once.  Whilft  this  affair  was  in 
agitation  I  fent  for  Mr.  Willis,  Mr.  Cakraft's- 
clerk,  to  whom  I  remonftrated  upon  this 
freih  inftance  of  his  matter's  ill  treatment ;. 
but  could  obtain  no  redpcfs..  My  letter- 
to  iVfr.  CWto// will,  however,  illucidate  thefe 
mean  and  ungentlemanlike  tranfadtions., 

I  was  obliged,  by  this  unexpedted;  event, 
to  have  recourfe,  once  more,,  tojthre  friend- 
fliip  of  Mr.  Hearn,  who  immediately  affiftcd 
me.  This  laft  fum  accumulated  that  gen- 
tleman's debt  to  fix.  hundred  and  forty 
pounds.  For,  befides  the  different  fums  I 
had  borrowed  of  him,  he  had  redeemed 
fome  valuables  which  I  had  left  with  Mr. 
Maclewain,  of  Dublin,  in  order  to  difcharge 
every  demand  upon  me  when  laft  I  was  in 
that  kingdom. 

Among  thefe  things  was  a  gold  enamelled 
liurff-box,  a  gift  of  the  beautiful  Countefs  of 

Kildare 
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Kildare,  (fince  Duchefs  ofLe'inJler)  and  as  fuch 
was  efteemed  invaluable  by  me.  This,  I 
own,  wa§  the  only  piece  of  elegance  I  ever 
feverely  regretted  parting  with.  Norfhould 
I  ever  have  parted  with  it,  had  there  not 
been  almoft  a  certainty  of  my  having  fo  va- 
luable a  mark  of  her  Ladyfhip's  partiality 
rellored  to  me.  This  depofite,  together 
with  three  or  four  dividends,  and  fome 
tickets  at  my  benefit,  are  all  I  have  been 
able  to  pay  of  this  large  debt.  And  inex- 
preffibly  happy  fhall  I  be,  if  ever  it  is  in  my 
power  to  difcharge  it  In  the  nnean  time,  I 
Ihall  retain  the  mofl  lively  gratitude  for 
fiich  frequent  interpofitions  in  my  favour. 

The  being  too  fanguine  in  my  hopes  has 
led  me  into  many  difficulties.  But  the  in- 
dulgence of  thefe  exped:ations  originated 
from  my  having  been  fo  fupremely  fortu- 
nate as  to  meet  with  fuch  lingular  friends, 
as  the  Mifs  Merediths,  Mifs  St.  Leger,  Mifs  Con- 
way, Lady  Tyrawley,  and  Mrs.  Cracroft,  as  well 
as  Mr.  Woodward,  whofe  former  paffion  was 
now  mellow^ed  into  friendfhip.  I  have,  how- 
ever, had  the  mortification  to  outlive  them  all. 

Female  friendihip  never  becomes  the  fub- 
jedt  of  my  pen,  or  of  my  converfation,  Ixit 
that  mod  beautiful  defciiption  given  of  it 
by  Shakfpearc,  in  his  "  Midfummer  Night's 
Dream  *,"  immediately  occurs  to  my  me- 
mory, and  raifes  in  my  mind  the  moft  pleaf- 

ing 

*  Aa  in.  Scene  Vll. 
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ing  fenfations. — As  it  is  not  inappHcabre 
here,  the  mutual  afFeftion,  which  lubfifled 
between,  the  foregoing  ladies  and  myfelf, 
being  of  the  purcft  and  moft  exalted  kind, 
I  will  tranfcribe  for  you  the  lines. 

*'  Is  all   the  counfel  that   we   two   have 

«  ihar'd, 
*'  The  fifler  vows,  the  hours  that  vre  have 

"  fpent, 
**  When  Vv^e  have  chid  the  hafty-footed 

"  time 
**  For  parting  us  :  O  !   and  is  all  forgot? 
**  All  fchool-days  friendfhip,  childhood 

"  innocence  ? 
*'  We,  Hermia,  like  two  artificial  gods, 
"  Created  with  our  needles  bothoneflower, 
''  Both  on  one  fampler,  fitting  on  one 

''  culhion, 
'^  Both  warbling  of  one  fong,  both  in  one 

"  key  ; 
^'  As  if  our  hands,  our  fides,  voices,  and 

**  minds, 
'*  Had  been  incorporate.     So  we  grew 

"  together, 
'^  Like  to  a  double  cherry,  fceming  part- 

"  ed, 
*'  But  yet  an  union  in  partition  ; 
^'  Two  lovely  berries  moulded  on  one 

"  ftem, 
**  So  with  tw^o   feeming  bodies,  but  one 

"  heart; 

*•'  Tw^o 
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*«  Two  of  the  firft,  like  coats  in  heraldry, 
**  Due  but  to  one,  and  crowned  with  one 
**  creft." 

G.  A.  R 
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Oaobn  8,  17— 

AT  this  period  Airs.  Cracraft  <lied,  which 
gave  me  real  pain,  as  we  were  for 
years  in  the  ftrifteft  friendfliip.  This  excel- 
lent woman  was  greatly  i^-cgretted  by  all  who 
were  acquainted  with  her  eminent  virtues. 
She  poffelfed  the  moft  enchanting  placidity 
of  difpofition,  joined  to  the  moft  liberal  fen- 
timents.  And  notwithftanding  ihe  was  a 
miracle  of  chaflity  herfelf,  flie  felt  compaf- 
£on  for  the  frailties  of  her  fex.  Nor  did 
fhe  think  herfelf  contaminated  by  an  inti- 
macy with  a  much  injured  woman,  that  fhe 
knew  had  been  grofsly  impofed  upon,  and 
mofl  wickedly  traduced. 

Permit  me  juil  to  fay,  upon  this  occaiion, 
(for,  if  I  recolle(5t  aright,  I  have  touched 
upon  the  fubjeft  in  a  former  letter)  I  have 
always  obferved  that  the  really  virtuous  of 
our  fex  ever  view  with  compaffion  the  errors 
■of  thofe,  who  have  been  feduced  by  the  ar- 
tifices of  defigning  men.  And  though  to- 
tally unacquainted  themfelves  with  the  frail- 
ties of  human  nature,  in  this  point,  can  be- 

ftow 
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liovv  a  tear  of  pity  on  the  martyr  of  an  un- 
guarded'moment. — Chaftity  is  undoubtedly 
the  brightcft  ornament  that  adorns  the  fe- 
male mind.  I  agree  with  Diana,  when  Ihe 
fays, 

"  M:j  chaftity's  the  jewel  of  our 
*'  boufe, 
"  Bequeathed  down  from  many  anceftors; 
'"  Which  were  the  greateii  obloquy  i'th' 

^^  world 
"  In  mc  to  lofe*." 

But  I  can  bv  no  means  allow,  as  the  ccnfo- 
rious  part  of  the  fex  feemto  coniider  it,  that 
this  virtue  is  the  only  needful  one;  and  when 
a  perfon  has  been  unhappily  deprived  of  it, 
though  by  the  mofl  feduftive  arts,  every 
other  good  qualification  takes  its  flight  with 

ito 

hady  l'yraivlej'%  health  vifibly  declining,  I 
became  very  appreheniive  that  her  lofs  would 
foon  fucceed  that  of  my  much  regretted 
friend  jufl  mentioned.  Few  evenings  pafTed 
without  my  receiving  a  fummons  to  So- 
merfet-houfe.  Her  Ladylhip,  however,  re- 
mained in  this  fituation  for  three  or  four 
years. 

As  foon  as  the  theatre  Ihut  up,  I  again 
vilited  the  continent.  I  had  there  the  plea- 
fure  of  hearing,   that  Madam  Brilliant ,   thc' 

Fren^lf^ 

*■  Al\'t  well  that  cads  v/ell.    Aft  IV.  Scene  II. 
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French  adtrefs  I  have  frequently  mentioned, 
had  retired  from  the  gay  fcene  of  life  fhc 
had  been  fo  long  engaged  in,  to  the  gloom 
of  a  convent.  Though  flill  efteemcd  in  her 
theatrical  profeffion,  and  with  an  extenfivc 
train  of  admirers,  among  whom  was  one  of 
the  iirft  Dukes  in  that  kingdom,  fhe  refilled 
all  their  felicitations;  and  notwithftanding 
Ihe  had  been  fo  unfortunate  as  to  lofe  her 
reputation,  fhe  had  the  refolution  to  prefer 
failing  and  a  breviary  to  all  the  elegance  and 
fplendor  of  Paris.  This,  in  my  idea,  is  real 
virtue;  efpecially  as  Ihe  had  forfeited  the 
opinion  of  the  w^orld.  But  (he  is  amply  re* 
paid  for  every  worldly  lofs  by  that  happy 
tranquillity  Ihe  now,  if  Ihc  flill  be  living, 
enjoys. 

My  going  abroad  this  year  was  occafioned 
by  the  following  circumftance.  One  of  ray 
creditors  promifed  that  he  would  fign  my 
letter  of  licence,  if  I  would  pay  him  thirty 
guineas.  And  he  gave  me  alTurance  in- 
writing  of  his  doing  fo.  Notwithflanding 
which,  the  very  evening  of  the  day  I  had 
paid  the  money  on,  he  fervcd  me  with  a  co- 
py of  a  writ  for  the  remainder.  Exafperated 
at  fuch  ungenerous  treatment,  I  gave  bail, 
and  determined  to  fland  trial.  Upon  this 
occaiion  Mr.  IVoodward  recommended  Mr. 
Zachary  Stephens^  folicitor  in  Chancery-lane, 
to  me  to  carry  on  the  fuit.  He  undertook 
the  caufe,  but  through  fome  negleift  (as  the 
VOL.  ir.  H  officer 
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officer  declared)  either  of  his  not  being  ferv- 
ed  with  a  proper  notice,  or  his  not  ferving 
one,  judgment  was  fviffered  to  go  againil 
me,  t}^  what  is  termed  default. 

Diftradted  at  the  fuppofition  of  my  bail's 
fuffering  upon  my  account,  and  apprehen- 
five  for  my  own  liberty,  I  went,  in  order 
to  accept  the  offered  friendfliip  oi  Mrs.  Col- 
lier, who  had  fettled  in  France,  to  avoid  the 
perfecution  and  extravagance  of  one  of  the 
of  the  worft  of  hufbands.  That  lady  imme- 
diately lent  me  the  fum  I  required,  and  took 
my  note  payable  in  a  year.  At  her  houfe  I 
renewed  my    former  acquaintance  with  the 

beautiful  Mifs  A ,  who  was  fent  abroad 

■upon  account  of  her  having  formed  an  im- 
prudent partiality  for  a  celebrated  finger.  I 
Ihould  not  have  mentioned  thiscircumftance, 
but  as  it  led  to  a  very  difagreeable  one  many 
years  after. 

Indeed,  my  life  has  been  productive  of 
fo  many  untoward,  and  almofl;  incredible 
events,  that  were  there  not  many  perfons  ftill 
livino;  who  can  bear  witnefs  to  the  authen- 
ticity  of  them,  I  lliould  be  afhamed  to  re- 
late them;  as  they  muft  aj^pear  rather  the 
memoirs  of  a  female  Crufoe,  than  a  relation  of 
fadls.  Such  however,  fhould  curiofity  lead 
to  enquiries,  they  will  be  found  to  be. 

Upon  my  return  to  London,  I  was  inform- 

>  -ed  that  M'ifs  PFdford,  a  coufm  of  Mrs.  Rich's, 

iv,as  to  debute  in  Eflifania.     This,  added  to 

the 
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the  alteration  in  my  circumftances,  caufed  a 
a  great  alteration  in  Mrs,  Rich's  deportment 
to  me.  There  was  a  time,  "  As  Shore  fays*, 
"  when  my  approach  would  make  a  little 
''  Holiday  ;  and  every  face  was  drcfled  in 
*'  fmiles  to  fee  me."  But  as  that  Jady's  re- 
gfirds  were  only  fliown  to  thofe  who  bailc  in 
funfhine,  and  not  to  poor  beings  enveloped 
in  a  cloud  of  diftrefs,  I  was  no  longer  a  fa- 
vourite with  her. 

I  could  not,  I  acknowledge,  claim  a  right 
to  objed:  to  the  lady's  having  a  trial-part; 
but  confidering  the  terms  I  had  formerly  been 
upon  with  the  family,  I  imagined  I  had  at 
leall:  a  right  to  be  confultedon  the  propriety 
of  her  appearance.  At  this  time  I  had  no 
acquaintance  with  any  of  them,  except  the 
late  M-s.  Falqi'er^  Air.  Rich's  youngeft  daugh- 
ter. This  lady  poifefied  miany  fhining  qua- 
lities. To  unaff.:-d:Ld  manners  was  added  a 
goodnefs  of  heart  which  was  vifible  in  all 
her  words  and  a*5lions.  I  confequently  did 
not  chufe  to  give  her  pain,  by  making  her 
acquainted  with  the  alteration  which  had 
taken  place  in  her  (lep-dame's  behaviour  to- 
wards me. 

About  this  time  Mr.  Kelly's  "  Thefpis" 
was  publiflied.  He  therein  attributes  my 
not  making  the  fame  eclat  in  my  profeffion 
I  had  formerly  done,  to  the    embarralTed 

*  Jane  Shore.  Aft.       Scene. 

H  z  ftate 
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ftate  of  my  finances.  But  to  make  amends 
for  this  difagreeable  obfervation,  he  pays  a 
compliment  to  my  feelings.  I  did  not, 
however,  efleem  myfelf  in  the  lealt  obliged, 
as  I  never  wifh  my  left  hand,  upon  fiich  oc- 
cafions,  to  know  what  my  right  hand  does. 

Juil:  before  the  theatre  opened,  a  very 
untoward  circumflance  happened  to  me, 
which  gave  the  proprietors  an  opportunity, 
as  they  thought,  of  degrading  me  more  in 
the  eyes  of  the  public  than  they  had  already 
endeavoured  to  do.  And  they  did  not  fail 
to  take  advantage  of  it,  as  the  cnfuing  fca- 
fon  was  the  lad  of  my  article.  I  had  paid 
A'lrs.  Ray,  for  that  was  the  name  of  my  in- 
exorable profecutrix,  for  two  years,  the  fuin 
Hipulated.  Foruhich  I  only  took  receipts 
as  it  was  paid,  not  knowing  there  was  any 
neceflity  to  fee  the  four  hundred  pounds 
wrote  off  the  obligation. 

As  this  was  the  cafe,  I  was  furprifed  to 
hear  Ihe  had  called  very  often  at  my  lodg- 
ings. Comte  Hajlatig  being  ill  of  the  gout, 
my  whole  time  was  lb  taken  up  by  my  atten- 
dance upon  him,  that  I  was  feldomat  home 
till  late;  by  which  means  Ihe  was  prevented 
from  letting  me  know  her  bufinefs.  She  at 
lafl  left  a  note,  informing  me,  that  if  I 
would  infure  my  life,  Ihe  Ihould  be  per* 
fedlly  eafy  with  regard  to  her  debt.  In  or- 
der to  get  rid  of  fo  difagreeable  a  vifitant,  I 
fent  her  for  anfwer,  that  if  Ihe  would  ap- 
point 
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point  a  proper  perfon  to  tranfad:  the  affair, 
I  would  comply  with  her  requeft;  as  I  would 
by  no  means  fee  or  fpeak  with  her. 

The  next  day  my  valuable  friend  and  pa- 
tron the  eldeft  Mr.  Fox,  who  ftill  flattered 
me  with  marks  of  his  attention,  had  pro- 
mifed  to  dine  with  me.  Before  his  arrival, 
Mrs.  Ray,  accompanied  by  a  man,  came  in 
a  coach  to  the  door.  Though  I  could  not 
imagine  what  could  be  her  motive  for  re- 
querting  me  to  infure  my  life,  as  I  was  at 
that  time  in  perfecfl  health,  yet  I  exped:ed 
the  perfon  Ihe  fliould  fend,  with  impa- 
tience. Accordingly  I  ordered  the  man  to 
be  admitted,  but  the  lady  was  refufed,  as  I 
had  given  poiitive  orders  flie  Ihould  never 
be  fuffered  to  enter  my  doors. 

A  man,  who  feemed  to  be  an  Italian  Jew, 
now  made  his  appearance.  As  foon  as  he 
was  feated,  not  having  any  doubt  of  the  na- 
ture of  his  buiinefs,  I  aflted  him  what  the 
infurance  of  my  life,  for  the  remaining  four 
hundred  pounds  due  to  Mrs.  Ray,  would  be. 
He  appeared  to  be  much  furprifcd  at  my 
queftion.  Upon  which  I  repeated  it.  When 
he  informed  me  in  broken  Englifli,  that  I 
was  miltaken  in  his  bufinefs.  He  faid,  the 
Tripoline  Ambaflador,  to  whom  he  was  in- 
terpreter, having  long  admired  me,  and 
finding  that  Ivvas  indebred  to  the  lady  in 
queftion,  he  had  offered  to  pay  her  the  fum 
that  was  due  to  her,  as  well  as  my  other  de- 
H  3  mands 
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mands,  could  llie  introduce  his  Excellency 
lo  me.  I  now  found  that  the  propofal  for  the 
infnrance  of  my  life,  was  only  made  ufeof  as 
introduiflory  to  this  plan. 

All  the  paffions  that  ever  entered  into  a 
female  breail,  immediately  exerted  their 
whole  dominion  over  me.  I  was  in  an  in- 
llant  torn  by  rage,  contempt,  and  offended 
pride.  I  know  not  which  was  moft  predo- 
minant. They  each  ruled  by  turns.  And  as 
I  had  never  met  with  fo  grofs  an  infult  be- 
fore, the  contending  paffions  deprived  mc 
of  the  power  of  utterance.  I  was  almofl: 
choaked.  As  foon  as  I  could  a  little  recover 
myfelf,  I  pulled  the  bell ;  and  the  fervant 
immediately  anfwering  it,  I  ordered  him  to 
ihow  the  fellow  down  flairs.  The  pander, 
fearing  from  my  manner,  and  the  appear- 
ance of  the  footman,  that  if  he  did  not  di- 
reftly  comply,  he  would  be  in  danger  of  be- 
ing fliown  the  iliorteft  way  down,  haftily 
rejoined  his  companion,  and  away  they  drove- 
And  I  foon  after  found,  to  my  cofl,  that  en- 
raged at  my  not  falling  a  prey  to  her  machi- 
nations, Mrs.  Ray  went  ftrait  to  her  attor- 
ney, and  entered  up  the  judgment  for  the 
fum  of  nine  hundred  pounds,  two  of  which 
confifted  of  debts  that  fne  had  bought  up  to 
accumulate  her  own. 

G.    A.    B. 
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AS  foon  as  Mr.  Fox,  and  fome  other 
guells,  who  had  dined  with  me,  w^ere 
departed;  I  prepared  to  go  to  his  Excellency's 
to  cards.  But  as  I  pafl'ed  through  Jermyn- 
flreet,  I  was  overtaken  by  the  wretch's  bro- 
ther, who,  alnioll  breathlefs  with  running  af- 
ter me,  informed  me  that  a  man,  who  came 
vip  at  the  fame  time,  had  an  adlion  againft 
me,  at  his  fifter's  fuit.  Thefhockhad  fuch 
an  effedt  upon  me,  that  I  dropped  down 
fpeechlefs  in  the  ilireet.  Two  fuch  infults, 
fo  quickly  fucccding  each  other,  were  not 
to  be  fupported.  Had  the  latter  come  fingly, 
I  could  have  borne  it  with  Roman  fortitude; 
but,  united,  they  were  too  fevere  a  trial. 

Had  I  been  able  to  preferve  my  reafon, 
upon  this  occafion,  and  been  acquainted  w^ith 
the  laws,  I  might  have  preferved  my  liberty, 
at  leaft  for  that  night ;  for  it  feems  the  fel- 
lows who  arrefled  me,  had,  in  their  great 
hurry,  forgot  the  warrant  ;  without  v/hich, 
I  find,  the  caption  is  not  valid.  But  during 
my  imbecility,  one  of  them  ran  for  it.  You 
fee  from  this  inflance,  at  once,  how  necef- 
fary  it  is  to  preferve  an  equanimity  of  mind 
upon  thefe  trying  occafions;  and  likewife 
how  much  it  behoves  pcrfons  who  are  fo  un- 

for- 
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fortunate  as  to  be  in  debt,  to  make  them- 
fclves  acquainted  with  the  powers  of"  thole 
who  are  employed  in  the  execution  of  the 
laws  by  unfeeling  and  rigorous  creditors.  I 
have  often  lamented,  that  limilar  laws  to 
thofe  of  Scotland  are  not  in  force  here. 
There,  fuch  as  are  fo  unfortunate  as  to  be 
confined  for  debt,  upon  delivering  up  their 
all,  are  liberated  in  a  fhort  time.  By  this 
means,  the  prifons  are  empty,  and  the  credi- 
tor receives  at  leaft  a  part  of  his  debt ; 
which,  otherwife,  would  probably,  as  is 
too  often  the  cafe,  be  difiipated  during 
confinement.  Lenity  is  productive  of  renew- 
ed indullry.  And  to  the  honour  of  the  Scots 
be  it  fpoken,  that  people,  as  I  had  an  op- 
portunity of  obferving  when  among  them, 
join  the  moft  fcrupulous  honelly  to  that  good 
qualification. 

I  was  taken  during  this  flate  of  infenfibi- 
lit}^,  to  the  officer's  houfein  Stanhope-flreet, 
Clare-Market  ;  which  happened  to  be  the 
fame,  where  my  brother  Captain  O'Hara,  as 
I  have  mentioned  in  a  former  letter,  was 
confined.  It  was  fo  long  before  I  came  to 
myfclf,  that  the  furgeon,  who  was  fent  for 
to  bleed  me,  was  apprehenfive  for  my  life* 
—Happy  would  it  have  been  even  at  this 
periocl,  if  thefe  apprehenfions  had  been  rea- 
lized. For  I  might  juftly  fay  with  Matilda^ 
*'  Had  fome  good  angel  opened  the  book  of 
**  providence  and  let  me  fee  my  life  ;    my 

«  heart 
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'<  heart  had  burft  when  it  beheld  the  woes, 
*'  one  by  one,  which  I  was  to  endure." 

Themillrefs  of  the  houle  had  Ibme  feeling. 
And  feeing  me  dreffed  above  the  common 
line,  though  plain  ;  and  having  befides  con- 
ceived fome  partiality  for  me,  not  only  on 
account  of  my  being  an  adtrefs,  but  as  fifter 
to  her  favourite  captain,  who  had  lb  often 
been  her  lodger,  fhc  paid  me  more  attention 
than  perfons  generally  meet  with  in  fuch 
places.  She  fent  for  my  maid  ;  and  kindly 
prevented  all  noifeand  confuiion  in  the  houfe, 
for  five  days,  during  which  I  remained  in  a 
ilate  of  filent  inlanity.  My  maid,  to  return 
the  obligations  flie  thought  I  lay  under  to 
all  thofe  who  fent  to  enquire  after  me,  took 
the  fcrvants  that  brought  the  meflages,  which 
were  not  a  few,  to  the  bar,  and  treated  them 
with  what  they  would  have.  And  this 
made  no  inconfiderable  addition  to  my  ex- 
pences. 

The  fixth  morning  of  my  refidence  in  this 
place,  the  woman  of  the  houfe  came  up  to 
me,  and  told  me  that  the  wrk  was  returna- 
ble the  next  day,  and  if  I  did  not  cat  and 
drink,  and  get  a  habeas  corpus,  I  Ihould  be 
carried  acorpfe  to  Newgate.  The  name  of 
that  dreadful  place  made  me  tremble.  But, 
at  the  fame  time,  it  roufed  me  as  if  I  had 
been  ele(fl:rified.  I  immediately  recovered 
from  my  flupidity,  and  ailced  her  what  was 
to  b^  done.     She  informed  me,  that  it  would 

be 
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beneceffary  for  me  to  employ  an  attorney  to 
procure  a  habeas  for  me  ;  and  alfo  to  fend 
and  entrage  a  lodo-ino-  within  the  rules  of  the 
King's  Bench.  She  added,  that  her  fon, 
who  was  an  attorney,  was  below,  and  would 
be  glad  to  ferve  me.  She  concluded  wiih 
telling  me,  that  perfons  in  the  law  never  ad- 
vanced any  money  for  their  clients,  though 
indeed,  they  did  not  expert  to  have  their 
bills  fettled  immediately  ;  efpeciallv  where 
it  was  fafe,  as  it  mult  be  with  a  lady  who 
had  credit  enough  to  ore'^  one  perlon  twelve 
hundred  pounds.  I  llartled  at  the  mention 
of  fo  large  a  fum,  and  defired  her  to  explain 
hcrfelf  ;  which  flie  did  by  telling  me,  that 
was  the  debt  for  which  the  execution  was 
levied  againlt  me. 

What  was  now  to  be  done  I  fcarcely  knew. 
I  had  but  a  few  guineas  about  me.  The 
Comte  was  too  much  indifpofed  to  infom  him 
of  my  fituation.  And  as  my  maid,  upon 
her  firft  being  made  acquainted  with  it,  had 
fent  w^ord  to  his  excellency,  that  I  had  had 
a  fall,  which  prevented  me  from  attending 
his  lordfliip  ;  I  knew  not  how  to  contradicft 
her  meffage.  Mr.  JFoodumrd,  as  well  as  e- 
very  other  perfon  I  could  hope  for  affillance 
from,  were  out  of  town.  I  was  informed 
that  the  habeas  would  not  be  more  than  five 
or  fix  pounds  ;  but  that  the  expence  of  the 
rules  would  be  confiderable,  exclufive  of  my 
finding  proper  fureties. 

I  now 
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I  now  began  to  confidcr  who  I  could  fend 
to  upon  this  emergency.  I  had  known  Ms. 
Stcick,  when  her  hufband  kept  an  inn  at  Stil- 
ton. They  had  fince  removed  to  the  Bed- 
ford Arms  in  Covent-Garden.  Having  con- 
ceived a  very  ftrong  attachment  for  her,  from 
frequently  calling  at  their  houfe  at  Stilton, 
I  had  promifed  to  {land  fponfor  to  the  child 
fhe  was  pregnant  with,  upon  my  return 
from  the  north,  I  had  not  only  performed 
this  promife,  but  had  been  called  upon  to 
appear  upon  the  fame  occaiion  to  two 
others. 

Upon  the  ftrength  of  this  acquaintance,  I 
immediately  applied  to  her  for  twelve  gui- 
neas. I  thought  that  fum,  with  that  I  had, 
would  be  fufficient  to  pay  the  whole  of  my 
expences  here.  But  to  my  inconceiveable 
furprize,  they  amounted  to  as  much  again. 
So  that  I  paid  very  handfomely  for  the  civi- 
lity the  miilrefs  of  the  houfe  had  Ihown  me, 
in  keeping  it  quiet. 

Mrs.  Stac'ie  came  immediately  on  my  fend- 
ing to  her,  and  could  not  refrain  from  tears, 
at  feeing  me  in  fuch  an  unexpedted  fituation. 
Her  hufoandKad  given  her  a  bill  for  twenty 
pounds,  which  flie  let  me  have.  And  upon 
hearing  that  I  had  obftinately  refufed  all 
food  ;  when  fhe  returned,  Ihe  fent  me  a  fup- 
per  of  all  the  niceties  their  houfe  afford- 
ed. 

At 
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At  the  time  this  affair  happened,  my  mo- 
ther was  upon  a  vifit  in  Oxfordlliire,  and 
MifsIVordley  was  at  Richmond,  where  Ihc 
was  engaged  in  the  theatrical  line.  But  the 
latter,  upon  being  wrote  to  by  my  fervant, 
flew  up  to  town,  and  brought  me  all  the  mo- 
ney Ihe  could  mufter  or  borrow  ;  which 
was  very  necefl'ary  towards  fettling  my 
bill. 

In  return  for  the  civllty  the  miftrefs  of  the 
houfe  had  fliowen  me,  I  afked  her  to  partake 
of  the  fupper  Mrs.  Stacie  fent  me.  She  chear- 
fuUy  accepted  my  invitation.  During  our 
meal,  Ihe  enumerated  all  the  perfons  of  qua- 
lity, who  had  occafionally  been  her  vifiters. 
Among  others  of  her  guefls,  Ihe  informed 
me  that  the  wretched /^'//^(rhad  been  one,  and 
continued  there  till  he  was  removed  to  New- 
gate. 

After  fupper  flie  afked  if  flie  fhould  enter- 
tain me  with  a  fong  ;  for  flie  was  reckoned, 
Ihe  faid,  to  have  a  very  fine  voice.  The  od- 
dity of  her  manner,  as  Ihe  made  the  propo- 
fal,  joined  to  her  mafculine  figure,  had  fuch 
an  effeft  upon  my  imagination,  that  I  inftant- 
ly  burfl  into  a  violent  fit  of  laughter.  Alifs 
JVordley,  who  was  always  anxious  about  me 
to  an  extreme,  was  apprehenfive  that  I  had 
fallen  into  hyftericks  ;  and  the  miflrefs  of 
the  houfe  concluding  they  would  be  attend- 
ed with  the  fame  faintings  I  had  experienced 
fince  I  had  been  her  unfortunate  lodger,  was 

alfo 
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alfo  much  alarmed.  But  upon  my  afTuring 
her  that  I  had  now  fummoned  up  all  my  refo- 
lution,  Ihe  favoured  me  with  a  fpecimen  of 
her  talents,  to  our  entire  fatisfad:ion.  The 
approbation  we  exprefl'ed  gave  her  fuch  fen-.' 
fible  pleafure,  that  fhe  concluded  with  telling 
me,  Ihe  was  fure,  as  I  was  fond  of  mufic,  I 
mujl  be  pleafed  with  her  voice. 

That  evening  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr, 
JVoodTJuard,  who  w^as  juil  come  to  town, 
wherein  he  requefted  that  I  would  permit 
him  to  vifit  me.  In  my  anfwer,  I  begged 
that  he  would  not  attempt  it.  But  I  told 
him,  that  I  fliould  be  obliged  to  him  if  he 
would  fend  fome  perfon  to  get  me  a  lodging 
in  the  rules,  and  be  one  of  my  fureties,  Mr, 
Stack  having  offered  to  be  the  other.  To 
this  he  readily  confented.  I  now  refolved  to 
keep  up  my  fpirits,  though  I  was  informed 
I  muft  go  into  the  prifon,  not  with  {landing  I 
had  it  in  my  power  to  obtain  the  Rules. 

The  next  morning  Mr.^  'Thomas,  then  Lord 
Mamf eld's  clerk,  came  himlelf  with  the  tip- 
flaff,  to  condud:  me  over  to  the  warden. 
Mr.  Marfdenxcry  politely  met  me  at  the  door 
of  his  houfe,  and  condud:ed  me  into  the  par- 
lour. My  attorney  having  attended  Mr, 
/P'oodzvard  SLnd  Mr.  ^S/^aV,  there  in  the  morning, 
to  fettle  for  the  rules,  the  Marfhall  knew  of 
my  coming  ;  and  I  found  every  thing  ufual 
for  breakfait  prepared  againft  1  arrived. 

VOL.  IV.  I  This 
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This  grand  point  being  fettled,  I  went  to 
a  little  vile  lodging,  which  had  been  taken 
for  me,  at  thehoufe  belonging  to  the  Wind- 
mill in  St.  George's  Fields.  A  fpot  render- 
ed famous  by  Shakfpeare,  from  being  noticed 
hy  '-^'Jpji  C6  Skallozvy  in  the  "  Second  Part  of 
**  Henry  the  Fourth.'*  For  this  wretched 
place  I  was  to  pay  two  guineas  a  week.  But 
the  time  to  procure  me  a  lodging  had  been 
fo  fhort,  that  the  firfl:  which  offered  was  fix- 
ed upon. 

iWr.  Marfden  attended  me  himfelf,  with 
great  complalfance,  to  my  new  apartments. 
And  I  was  not  a  little  furprifed,  upon  our 
being  feated,  at  his  taking  out  a  large  purfe 
of  gold,  and  prefenting  it  to  me,  with  a  re- 
queft,  that  I  would  make  ufe  of  it  for  my 
prefent  exigencies,  and  return  it  to  him 
when  convenient.  As  an  inducement  for 
my  doing  this,  he  obferved,  that  my  expen- 
ces  muft  have  been  very  great  at  the  officer's 
houfe  ;  for  though  the  woman  was  remark- 
a.bly  civil,  flie  generally  made  her  guefls 
pay  for  that  civility.  I  told  him  that  my 
refidence  at  the  officer's  houfe  had  indeed 
been  expenfive,  and  related  to  him  what  had 
occafioned  it  ;  but  I  begged  to  decline  his 
offer,  alTuring  him  that  I  was  not  at  prefent 
in  need  of  his  kind  affiftance.  Upon  which 
he  took  his  leave.;  intreating  me,  as  he  went 

out 
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out  to  let  him  know,    if  I  Ihould  at  any  time 
happen  to  be  faortof  calli. 

When  ATr.  Mcvrfden  was  gone,  I  could  not 
help  exprelling  my  lurprife  to  Mifs  fVordlcy, 
who  had  accompanied  me  in  this  confined 
tour,  at  his  generous  politcnefs.  My  com- 
panion inftantiy  replied,  "  I  am  amazed  at 
"  your  fnnplicity  !  You  may  be  allured  it 
"  comes  originally  from  Mr.  Woodzvard !  As 
*'  you  have  lb  often  rejected  his  pecuniary 
**  affiflancc,  I  plainly  fee,  he  has  taken  this 
**  method  to  fcrve'you,  v^^ithout  being  mor- 
'^  tilled  by  a  refufal.' 

In  the  evening  that  gentleman  came  to 
pay  me  a  viiit.  When  he  advifed  me  to 
write,  as  foon  as  poflible,  to  the  Attorney 
General,  my  much  honoured  friend  Mr.  Tork, 
to  confuir.  him  upon  my  cafe.  By  Mr.  IVood- 
zvard  not  makino;  me  an  offer  of  his  affiftance, 
at  this  time,  I  was  convinced  that  Mifs  JVord- 
iey's  fuppofition  was  well  founded.  Indeed, 
her  fagacity,  and  fuperior  underftanding, 
enabled  her  to  fee  every  event  clearer,  in  all 
points  of  view,   than  moll:  people. 

The  next  day  I  defired  her  to  take  a  letter 
to  Mr.  Ihk.  My  honourable  (and  now, 
alas  !  my  much  regretted)  friend,  immedi- 
ately wrote  mc  an  anfwer,  wherein  he  in- 
formed me  in  the  kindeft  terms,  that  he 
would  pay  every  attention  to  the  affair,  and 
would  do  all  in  his  power  to  extricate  me 
from  it.  But  as  nothing  could  be  done  till 
1 2  Novem- 
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November,  he  requeued  me  to  accept  the 
inclofed  bills,  in  lieu  of  what  his  loved  fif- 
ter.  Lady  Anforiy  had  intended  to  bequeath 
.  me,  had  Ihe  not  been  taken  away  luddenly. 
He  then  advifed  me,  if  my  creditor  coukf 
not  be  prevailed  on  to  compromife  the 
debt,  to  fland  trial;  when  he  was  well  af- 
fured,  he  faid,  a  verdidl  would  be  given  in 
my  favour.  -  But  as  his  excellency,  Comte 
Hajlang  was  advanced  in  years,  it  might 
continue  pending  over  my  head  for  fome 
time. — In  how  pleafing  a  manner  was  this 
favour  conferred  !  the  delicacy  and  polite- 
rsefs  with  which  it  was  accompanied,  gave 
it  double  value,  aad  claimed  my  warmeft 
acknowledgements. 

Finding  I  mud  make  up  my  mind  to 
my  prefent  .fituation,  as  nothing  could 
be  done  for  fo  long  a  time,  I  fent  M/fs  JVord- 
ley  to  feek  out  another  apartment.  For 
,  though  by  Mr.  Tork's  bounty,  I  found  myfelf 
poffeffed  of  two  hundred  pounds;  yet  it  was, 
vifible  that  the  noble  donor  had  fent  me  that 
fura  on  purpofe  to  enable  me  to  compromife 
the  debt  with  Mrs.  Ray,  fhould  Ihe  confent 
to  it.  Mifs  PP'ordley  accordingly  fixed  on 
two  rooms  adjoining  to  the  Dog  and  Duck, 
at  twelve  lliillings  a  week  ;  which  were  more 
eligible,  better  furnilhed,  and  much  airier, 
than  thofel  was  now  in.  There  was  indeed, 
no  convenient  accommodation  for  my  friend, 

but 
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but  fhe  agreed  to  put  np  with  the  beft  we 
could  make,  thofe  nights  on  which  her  en- 
gagement at  Richmond  would  permit  her  to 
be  with  me. 

I  was  in  hopes  I  ihould  have  been  able 
to  comprefs  the  whole  of  the  tedious  detail 
of  this  difagreeable  affair  into  one  letter. 
But  as  I  find  I  have  many  circumftances  fct 
to  relate  concerning  it,  I  muft  be  obliged-  tb 
make  it  the  fubjeft  of  my  next. — You  v/ill 
readily  perceive,  that  I  carefully  avoid  mak- 
ing an  addition  to  the  prolixity,  by  the  in- 
fertion  of  any  of  my  ufual  remarks  or  quota- 
tions— In  feveral  places  where  my  pen  was 
about  to  take  advantap-e  of  an  openino;,  and 
fet  off,  I  have  inftantly  checked  it.  Leaft 
Vv'hilft  it  fhould  afford  a  relief  to  the  famenefs 
of  the  fubjedt,  it  fliould  run  it  into  too  great 
a  length. — This  inveterate  profecution,  car- 
ried on  againft  me,  becaufe  I  would  not  con- 
form to  the  abandoned  wiflies  of  the  profecu- 
trix,  proved  a  fource  of  much  unhappinefs 
to  me.  I  IhaH  therefore  hurry  through  the 
relation  of  it  as  faft  as  poffiblc.  At  once  to 
put  an  end  to  the  corrofive  reflexions  which 
torture  my  mind  as  I  write  it;  and  to  carry 
'you  with  all  difpatch  through  a  fcene  that 
can  give  you  no  great  pleafure. — For,  whilft 
I  ftrive  to  preferve  your  friendfliip,  and  to 
regain  the  good  opnnion  of  the  world,  by  a 
narrative  of  the  moll  interefling  events  of 
I  3  my 
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my  life;  I  Ihould  think  myfelf  undeferving 
of  both,  was  I  to  fpare  any  pains  to  render 
it  as  pleaiing  and  entertaining  as  it  lies  in 
my  power  to  do. 

G.     A.    B, 
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AS  foon  as  I  was  fettled  in  my  new  refi- 
dence,  I  fent  to  Councellor  Murphy,  to 
requeft  his  advice  and  affiflance.  He  under- 
took, with  the  greateft  alacrity,  to  try  to 
prevail  on  my  opponent  to  receive  the  money 
agreeable  to  the  former  fettlement*  If  he 
could  Blot  efFed:this,  he  affured  me  he  would 
undertake  my  caufe,  and  exert  his  utmoft 
abilities  in  my  defence.  Numerous  were 
the  prefents  which  I  received  whilft  I 
continued  in  the  rules;  particularly  from 
E.arl  Spencer  and  General  Monkton,  who  both 
poflefled  the  foul  of  generofit3\ 

Mrs,  Stacie  took  lodgings  in  the  houfe  ad- 
joining to  where  I  was,  for  herfelf,  her  maid 
fervant,  and  little  boy ;  and  her  hufband  fent 
me  every  delicacy  the  feafon  afforded.  This, 
although  every  thing  was  undoubtedly  to  be 
paid  for,  I  could  not  but  efieem  a  great 
mark  of  refpedt  and  attention. 

An 
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An  accident  happened  at  this  time  which 
greatly  alarmed  me,  and  threatened  to  bring 
the  fcenes  I  have  been  defcribing,  to  a  pre- 
mature and  dreadful  denouement,  I  had  dif- 
charged  my  lodging  in  town,  together  with 
my  footman,  and  maid  fervant;  I  had  fent 
my  black  to  Mr.  PVoodward,  and  kept  only 
my  old  Grace,  a  black-bird,  and  a  favourite 
dog. 

The  latter  had  for  fomedays  appeared  to 
be  ill,  and  refufed  all  food.  When  upon 
my  calling  him,  in  order  to  induce  him  to 
eat,  the  little  animal  flew  to  me,  with  feem- 
ing  fondnefs,  and  fixed  his  teeth  in  my  up- 
per lip.  Mr.  IVoodward,  who  happened  to 
be  prefent,  inftantly  exclaimed,  ".I  hope 
"  you  do  not  bleed."  This,  with  my  ob- 
ferving  afFeftionate  apprehenfions  in  the 
looks  of  every  perfon  in  the  room,  made  me 
conclude  the  dog  to  be  mad,  and  that  I 
Ihould  partake  of  his  malady.  I  was  con- 
fequently  feized  with  inexpreflible  horrors, 
to  which  the  gloom  of  my  fituation  made 
no  inconfiderable  addition.  And  if  I  did 
not  fear  death  itfelf,  yet  I  could  not  help  be- 
ing fhocked  when  I  imagined  him  to  be  ap- 
proaching armed  with  unufual  terrors. 

It  is  well  known  that  dangers  appear 
much  more  alarming  in  apprehenfion  than 
in  reality.  My  feelings  upon  the  prrftnt 
occafion  confirmed  this  truth.  .  For  Air, 
Bromjield,  who  had  been  fent  for  as  foon  as 

the 
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the  accident  happened,  declared,  that  I  felt 
infinitely  more  than  if  the  falival  infedtion 
had  operated  with  its  full  force.  Such  a 
deep  impreffion  did  this  event  make  on  my 
mind,  that  for  feveral  years  after,  I  was  in 
agonies  upon  the  anniverfary  of  the  day  on 
which  it  happened. 

Air.  fVoodward  endeavoured  to  perfuade 
me  that  there  was  not  the  lead  room  for  me 
to  give  way  to  thcfe  apprehenfions.  He  af- 
fured  me  the  next  morning,  that  the  crea- 
ture followed  him  home,  the  preceeding 
evening,  and  fwam  over  a  piece  of  water 
which  lay  in  the  way;  an  indifputable  proof 
tliat  it  wa§f  perfectly  free  from  every  fymp- 
tom  of  the  hydrophobia.  But  his  ordering 
it  to  be  hanged,  the  moment  he  got  home, 
'feemed  to  prove  that  what  he  faid  was 
rather  to  difpel  my  fears^  than  his  real  fen- 
timents. 

•  -  As  I  continued  to  be  indifpofed,  niy  ap- 
pearance in  public  would  have  been  im- 
practicable. I  was  not  even  able  to  leave 
my  room.  Upon  which  account,  I  did  not 
regret  the  lofs  of  liberty  fo  much  as  I  other- 
wife  fhould  have  done.  Particular  orders 
were  given,  that  I  fhould  not  be  left  alone. 
And  the  Richmond  company  being  ret;:rncd 
to  winter  quarters,  I  had  my  much  loved 
A^fs  PFordley  conflantly  with  me.  Our  af- 
fection for  each  other  was  fo  fervent  and  re- 
ciprocal, that  Ihc  feemed  to  fuffer  equally 

with.. 


e.      A.       B    E    L    L    A    M    Y.  93 

With  myfelf;  and  flie  was  continually  un- 
happy leaft  the  uncommon  melancholy  by 
which  I  was  overwhelmed,  fhould  end  in  a 
hafly  decline.  Nothing  could  exceed  the 
attention  Ihe  paid  to  me.  She  watched 
every  alteration  in  my  temper  or  health 
with  the  moft  anxious  folicitude;  and  as  Ihe 
was  now  my  bedfellow,  if  I  even  flirred,  I 
found  her  awake.  This  aifed:ionate  con- 
cern, at  length,  caufcd  a  vifiblc  alteration 
in  her  health;  which  contributed  more  to 
facilitate  my  recovery,  than  it  was  in  the. 
power  of  medicine  to  do.  I  determined  to 
be  well,  that  my  much  cftecmcd  friend 
might  be  the  fame.  And  my  exertions  fuc- 
cecdcd. 

Mr.  Murphy,  to  v;hom  I  acknowledge  my- 
felf  under  the  greatefl  obligations,  came, 
over  to  me  as  often  as  his  other  avocations 
would  permit.  He  had  endeavoured  to 
prevail  upon  my  revengeful  creditor  to  fet- 
tle the  affair,  but  without  efFed".  There  v/as 
confequently  no  alternative  but  bringing  it 
to  trial.  Mr.  Jennings  of  Cary-ftreet  v/  s 
my  voluntary  attorney  upon  this  occafion. 
Being  defirous  to  have  a  caufe,  ot  which  he 
had  the  conducing,  come  on  before  his 
great  General,  his  bufinefs  hitherto  being 
only  with  bailiffs  and  arrefts,  he  applied  to 
Mr.  Stacie,  and  offered  me  his  affiftance  with- 
out fee  or  reward.  He  thought  he  Ihould 
be  fully  repaid  by  the  qredit  he  Ihould  gain 

from 
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from  the  enjploy,  and  being  introduced 
thereby,  into  better  company  than  he  had 
been  uled  to.  As  he  was  known  to  be,  a 
good  foiicitor,  Afr.  PFoodzvard  accepted  his 
fcrvice  in  my  behalf;  and  in  requital,  cm- 
ployed  him  till  his  death. 

As  I  was  aiiared  of  fuccefs,  the  approach 
of  the  trial  gave  me  rather  pleafure  than 
pain.  At  length  the  expedtd  day  arrived; 
and  Mr.  Murpbey  entered  my  apartment,  al- 
moit  breathlefs,  to  announce  my  triumph. 
But  I  was  difjppointed  in  reaping  the  ad- 
vantages, I  fhould  have  done,  from  my  fuc- 
cefs, bv  the  lady's  dvins;  foon  after.  Had 
Ihe  lived,  and  I  had  renewed  my  fiiit  in  the 
court  of  King's  Bench,  there  is  no  doubt 
but  I  fhould  have  obtained  a  fevere  decree 
ap-ainft  her.  The  method  fhe  made  ufe  of 
to  augment  her  debt  by  purchafing  others, 
being,  as  I  have  been  informed,  againft  the 
laws  of  this  country 

I  wrote  immediately  to  thank  my  honourable 
patron;  whoanfweredme,and  wifhed,  as  I  had 
noweftablifhed  my  protection,  that  I  would  if 
poffible  fettle  the  debt,  for  the  realbns  he 
had  before  alledged.  Application  was  ac- 
cordingly made  to  Mrs.  Ray's  executors, 
who  agreed  to  take  two  hundred  pounds 
down  and  two  hundred  more  at  the  expira- 
i  o  ^.  of  a  ,  ear.  I  have  reafon  to  believe  my 
adverfaries  would  have  been  gainers  by  ac- 
cepting my  offer  when  it  was  firft  made,  as 

the 
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the  fult  rrluft  have  cofl:  them  a  very  confidcrable 
fum.  By  the  generous  alliftance  I  received 
from  my  kind  friends,  it  was  not  attended 
with  any  lofs  to  me. 

Thus  ended  an  event  which  had  caiifed 
me  fo  much  anxiety,  and  had  been  the 
means  of  my  firft  experiencing  the  greateji 
of  all  loffes,  the  lofs  of  liberty-'^.  "  For  dif- 
<*  guife  thyfc'lf  how  thou  wilt",  "  ft  ill 
"  ilavery," — "  as  my  favourite  Sterne  fays, 
"  ftill  thou  art  a  bitter  draught;  and 
*'  though  thoufands  in  all  ages  have  been 
**  made  to  drink  of  thee,  thou  art  no  lefs 
"  bitter  on  that  account." — Feeling  with 
equal  fenfibility,  from  having  been  deprived 
of  her  protediion,  the  force  of  that  inimi- 
table writer's  fubjoined  addrefs  to  Liberty, 
though  written  only  from  imagination  ;  I 
cannot  refrain  from  making  ufe  of  it,  upon 
this  occaiion,to  exprefs  my  own  fentiments. 
— "  It  is  thou,  thrice  fweet  and  gracious 
"  Goddefs,  whom  all  in  public  or  in  private 
"  worfhip,  whofe  tafte  is  grateful,  and 
**  will  be  fo,  till  Nature  herfelf  fhall 
*'  change — No  tint  of  words  can  fpot  thy 
"  fnowy  mantle,  nor  chymic  power  turn 
"  thy  fceptre  into  iron. — With  thee  to 
"  fmile  upon  him  as  he  eats  his  cruft', 
"  the  fwain  is  happier  than  the  monarch 
"  from  whofe  court  thou  art  exiled." 

*  Stern's  Sentimental  Journey,  Vol.  II.  Page  87. 

I  had 
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I  had  fcnt  to  the  proptietors  to  let  theim 
know  that  I  iliould  be  able  to  perform  on  the 
tenth  of  November.  And  as  I  had  taken 
the  lodging  I  was  in  for  a  certain  term,  I 
chofe  to  reiidc  there  till  the  expiration  of  ir. 
Accordingly  at  that  time,  I  obtained  a  day 
rule,  and  went  to  the  theatre.  But  I  found 
that  my  fervice  was  not  needful.  All  the 
performers  feemed  happy  to  fee  me  at  liber- 
ty. The  manager  alone  appeared  to  be  in- 
different about  ir,  having  been  influenced  by 
his  copartner  Mrs.  Rich,  who  had  refolved 
that  her  coufm  Af//i  JVUford,  fhould  fuper- 
fede  me. 

PrepofTcflion  has  great  weight  with  the 
world  in  general.  Humanity  however,  is  the 
leadi;igchara6leriftic  of  this  nation.  The  pub- 
lic, confequeutly,,  would  not  fuffer  a  child  of 
their  favour  to  be  opprefTed,  even  though  they 
were  to  be  entertained  by  what  was  fuppo- 
fed  rifing  merit.  The  proprietojs  had  taken 
advantage  of  my  unhappy,  fituacion,  to  in- 
troduce the  young  lady  jutl:  mentioned  in 
Cordelia.  I  could  not  with  propriety  ob- 
jtdt  to  this  arrangement,  but  the  public, 
being  partial  in  ..my  favour,  did  for  me. 
This  induced  the  proprietors  to  announce 
me. 

Upon,  this  occafion,  as  the  daughter  of 
misfortune,  1  was  to  be  vifited  by  fome  un- 
forcfccn  event,   that  fhould  tend  to  perplex 

and 
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and  diftrefs  me.  My  maid  had  put  into  the 
coach,  which  took  me  to  the  theatre,  a  box 
containing  my  remaining  ornaments  (which, 
indeed,  were  not  of  any  great  value)  toge- 
ther with  the  properties  I  wanted  for  that 
night.  And  by  fome  means  or  other  it  was  loft. 
Among  the  former  were  fome  miniature  por- 
traits^ one  of  which,  and  a  locket,  1  fir- 
cerely  regretted.  As  I  alfo  did  the  bracelets 
left  me  by  my  deceafed  friend,  MiJ's  Merc^ 
dith. 

The  gain  was  trivial  to  the  finder,  but 
of  fuch  confequence  to  me  that  I  offered  a 
reward  of  fifty  pounds,  though  without  fuc- 
eefs.  A  fimilar  misfortune  happened  to  mc 
once  before.  Sonie  years  back,  I  unfortu- 
nately dropped  a  pocket  book  in  the  Green 
Park,  wherein  there  were  four  bank  notes 
of  one  hundred  pounds  each.  This  I  like- 
wife  had  advertifed,  promifing  to  give 
up  the  notes,  with  a  large  reward  be- 
fides,  if  the  perfon  who  had  found  it 
would  fend  a  paper  which  was  therein. 
That  advertifement  had  met  with  no  better 
fuccefs  than  the  prefent.  Indeed  I  was  in- 
formed that  I  had  adted  wrong  in  making 
fuch  an  offer,  as  the  acceptance  of  it 
would  come  under  the  denomination  of  fe- 
lony. I  am,  however,  not  without  my  fuf- 
picions  that  another  perfon  found  an  advantage 
m  my  lofs.  But  as  this  is  only  conjefture, 
I  Ihall  drop  all  thoughts  of  my  lofs  forever  i 

TOL.   IV«  K  «0t 
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not  doubting  but  that  even-handed  juftice 
will  return  the  ingredients  of  the  poifoned 
chalice.  If  not  in  *  "  the  corrupted  currents 
''  of  this  world,  where  offence's  gilded  hand 
■f^  maylhoveby  juftice;  andofttisfeenthe  wic- 
^'  ked  prize  iticlf  buys  out  the  law  ;"  "  it 
**  will  above,  where  there  is  no  fliuffline  • 
'*  where  the  adion  lies  in  it's  true  nature ; 
"  and  we  ourfelves  are  compelled  even  to 
«^  the  teeth  and  forehead  of  our  faults  to 
*'   o;ive  in  evidence.'* 

The  dilemma  I  was  thrown  into  bv  the 
lofs  of  my  box,  greatly  increafed  the  anxiety 
I  felt  from  appearing  for  the  firfl  time  after 
my  confinement  j  to  which  an  ignominy  is 
ufually  annexed,  however  undeferved  that 
confinement  may  have  been.  I  was  fo  cur- 
tailed in  my  drefs  by  the  lofs,  that  I  was 
obliged  to  borrow  even  an  under  petticoat. 
At  length  I  was  fupplied  with  every  ne- 
ceffary  by  the  kind  attention  of  Mrs  Wh'it- 
jieldy  my  drefler.  As  I  have  fince  lain  under 
greater  obligations  to  this  worthy  woman,  as 
will  be  feen  in  the  fequel,  I  think  it  pro- 
per to  mention  her  name,  and  to  add,  that 
fhe  is  an  honour  to  humanity.  The  public 
received  me  with  marks  of  the  warmeft  ap- 
-  probation. 

The  lofs   of  my  box   made  me  refolve 
not  to  run  the  rifque  of  meeting  with  fueh 

an 

*  Hamlet.    Ad  III.    Scene  VIII. 
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an  untoward  accident  again.  I  therefore 
changed  my  plan  of  reliding  in  my  pre- 
fent  lodging,  and  took  one  in  Suffolk 
llreet. 

The  tragedy  of  "  King  Lear"  was  an- 
nounced ;  in  which  Mifs  IFilford  had  ap- 
peared in  Cordelia  at  the  lafl  rcprefenta- 
tion.  Mr.  Tounger,  the  prompter,  who  had 
the  beft  of  hearts,  imagined,  by  the  re- 
eeption  I  met  with  upon  my  late  perfor- 
mance, that  no  manager  would  endeavour 
to  add  to  my  depreflion,  by  forcing  upon  the 
public  a  perfon  of  whom  they  did  not  ap- 
prove. He  therefore  obliterated  her  name, 
and    put  mine  in  the  bills. 

At  twelve  o'clock,  I  received  a  vifit  from 
Mr.  Gibfon,  the  deputy  manager,  who  in- 
formed me  of  the  miftake,  and  requeftedthat 
I  would  give  up  the  part ;  telling  me  at  the 
fame  time,  that  the  managers  would  upon: 
my  doing  fo,  give  out  hand  bills  to  announce 
tlve  errorto  the  public.  I  was  not  then  divef- 
ted  of  that  difpofition  which  fpurns  at  in- 
juries.. I  felt  the  affront  Avith  more  irrafci- 
bility  than  prudence  perhaps  would  have 
permitted.  ^\\t  prudence  was  a  virtue  which 
at  that  period  my  belt  friends  did  notal-, 
low  me  to  be  poffelied  of,  nor  could  I 
indeed  with  jiiilice,  lay  any  claim  to  it. 
It  cannot  be  fuppofed,  therefore,  that  I  con- 
iidered  the  confequences  that  fhould  refult 
from  whatever  anfwer  I  might  give. 

K  2  I  in- 
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I  inilantly  replied,  "  I  am  an  indidged 
"  jhvant  of  the  public,  and  let  what  wilt 
''  happen,  I  will  not  fuffer  my  name  ta 
**  be  altered.  But  play  the  character  / 
'*  zvilW'  Mr,  Gibfm  then  left  me,  with 
feeming  regret,  declaring  I  fhould  draw  up- 
on me  the  hatred  of  the  family.  To  which 
I  anfwered  with  fome  warmth.  "  I  have 
"  long  (tz  that  at  naught.  I"  neither  covet 
"  their  favour,  nor  fear  their  malice.  I  de- 
"  pend  upon  that  patronage  I  have  ever 
"  met  with ;  and  will  fland  or  fall  by 
'*  that  candour  and  indulgence  I  have  al- 
*'  ways  been  treated  with  by  the  public." 

Upon  fending  my  fervant  to  I'ook  at 
the  play  bills,  fhe  brought  me  word  that 
the  men  were  at  that  moment  changing 
them-  ;-  and  that  the  miftake  was  pointed 
out  in  a  Nota  Bene.  Hearing  this,  I  in- 
Ibjitly  fent  to  have  hand  bills  printed, 
and  diftributed  among  the  audience  as  they 
went  into  the  houfe.  In  this  bill  I  only- 
mentioned  the  circnmftance  which  had  oc-. 
cafioned  it,  fimply  as  it  was  ;  at  the  fame 
time  telling  them  that  as  I  efteemed  my- 
felf  the  acknowledged  child  of  their  favour, 
I  thought  it  my  duty  to  he  ready  in  cafe  I 
fhould,  that  evening,  be  honoured  with 
the  preference. 

When  the  curtain  drew  up,  there  was  an 
univerfal  cry  for  your  humble  fervant.  And 
upon  Cordelia's  appearance,    notwithfland- 
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ing  flie  was  the  favoured  child  of  the 
tamiliesofthe7^/V/:j'sand  the  Wilford's,iht  was 
obliged  to  withdraw  and  give  place  to  me. 
Being  ready  drefled  for  the  charader,  I  im- 
mediately made  my  ^«/r<?V,  amidft  an  univer- 
fai  applaufe  ;,  and  I  do  not  recolledt  that  I 
ever  met  with  more  tokens  of  approbation, 
in  fo  trivial  a  character,  during  my  theatrl- 
Gal  exiil:encei^ 

This  event  was  the  more  flattering,  as  it 
aflured  me,  that  I  was  flill  held  in  eftimation 
by  the  public.  It  might  be  alledged,  that 
my  fair  rival,  zvho  zvas  nndo^ibtedly  an  excellent 
dancer,  had  not  then  arrived  at  sjny  reputation 
as  a  tragedian;  and  the  viiible\iepreffion  of 
a  declared  partiality  might  Urongly  operate- 
in  my  favour*- 

The  young  lady,  whofe  mortification,  it 
mult  be  fuppofed,  was  very  great,  caale  into 
the  green  room,  and  faid,  fhe  was  furprized 
any  performer  would  prefume  to  affront 
Mrs.  Rich,  I  could  have  told  her,  that  her 
good  coufin  affronted  the  public  much  more, 
by  forcing  htr  then  uninformed  relation  upon 
them.  But  as  I  neither  dreaded  the  frowns 
of  the  Lady  Diredrefs,  nor  hoped  for  her 
favour,  I  held  the  little  Cordelia's  fpeech  in 
too  much  contempt  to  make  any  reply  to  it^ 

G.  A.  B. 

K  a:  HE  T* 
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November  6,    17—. 

T  the  conclufion  of  this  feafon  my 
agreement  at  Covent  Garden  expired  j 
and  at  the  fame  time  the  patent  was  diipofed 
of  to  Mejjrs.  Cohnan,  Harm,  Powell,  and  Ru- 
,  iherford.  Hearing  nothing  for  fome  time 
from  Mr.  Colman,  who-  was  the  adzing  ma- 
nager, relative  to  a  renewal  of  my  articles, 
■I  gave  over  all  hopes  of  an  en-gagement  with 
them.  However,  Air,  PFovdzvard  called  up- 
on me,  one  day,  and  informed  me,  that  he 
had  had  an  interview  with  the  commandant,, 

-  in  which,  having  enquired  whether  I  was 
engaged  by  them,  our  modern. Terence  re- 
'plied,.  '^  Yes  !  I  depend  upon  her;  but  mul- 

"  tipMcity  of  buhnefs  has  prevented  me 
^^  from  calling  upon  her;  Ifliallbe  obliged 
"'  to  you,  if  you  will  inform  her,  that  I 
^'  propbfe  doing  myfelf  the  pleafure  very 
«  foon." 

'      I  was  not  only  happy  at  being  affured  of 
a  new  engagement,  but  being  under  the  di-- 
leftion  of  a  manager,  whofe  knowledge  and 
talents   I    held    in    the  higheft  cftimation. 
Accordingly,  the  next  day,   I  had  the  fatif- 
fa<9:ion  of  having  my  articles  renewed  for 

-  three  years.  And  being,  as  I  thought,  upon 
favoured  terms  of  opinion  with  Mr. Colman,  I 

fuppofed 
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fuppofed  I  llioiild  be  reftoredj  by  the  prefer- 
ence he  would  ihew  me,  to  my  former  eligi- 
ble fituation  in  the  theatre.     Actuated   by 
this  hope,  I  determined  to  fpare  no  pains,  in 
order  to  merit  his  continued  approbation. 

As  Mr.  Alderman  Cracraft  had  lately  mar- 
ried the  beautiful  Mifs  Drax,  he  was  em- 
ployed in  a  higher  circle  than  formerly,  and. 
had  declined  receiving  and  paying  my  fala- 
ry  among  my  creditors.  Whilil  I  was  an: 
inhabitant  of  St*  George's  Fields,  he  fent 
over  to  deiire  I  would  give  him  a  frefh  fe- 
curity  for  whar  I  owed  him.  And  I  feel  a 
fenfible  concern  when  I  refledt  that  I  never 
faw  him  more> 

Mr.  Fozvd,  of  the  Pay-Office,  whofe  pre- 
mature death  furnilhed,  not  long  ago,  a  to- 
pic for  general  converfation,  took  upon  him 
the  execution  of  this  truft,  during  one  fea- 
ion.  But  as  it  was  attended:  with  fome  trou- 
ble, he,  at  the  end  of  that  time,  thought  fit 
to  decline  it.  This,  I  muft  acknowledge,  I 
eoniid^red  as  very  Itrange,  and  rather  un- 
kind ;  as  I  had  every  right  to  expedt  his 
triendihip,  from  my  having  been  th^e  firll 
means  of  his  being  introduced  to  Mr.  Ifox,, 
though  1  only  knew  him  as  deputy  treafurer 
of  Covent  Garden  theatre.  Undoubtedly  he- 
was  pofTefied  of  every  requilite  for  bulinefs. 
But  when  he  came  to  be  a  great  man,  he, 
like  many  others,  kicked  down  the  ladder 
hy  which  he  had  mounted. 

■^.:  As 
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As  Mr.  JVoodward  had  fliown  a  friendly  for- 
wardnefs  to  ferve  me  upon  every  occafion, 
and  his  integrity  was  fo  well  known,  I  re- 
quefted  him  to  take  upon  himfelf  the  em- 
ployment. This  Ke  did,  and  all  my  credi- 
tors were  well  pleafed  with  the  nomination. 
His  pund:uality  was  fuch,  that  he  left  the 
dividend  at  his  chambers,  in  Clements  Inn, 
fealed  up  for  each  feparately  ;  fo  that  if  he- 
happened  to  be  from  home,  they  "'had  not  the 
trouble  of  calling  a  fecond  time  :  and  as  he 
likewife  left  the  receipts  ready  written,  they 
were  detained  no  longer  than  whilft  they 
ligned  their  names. 

Such  punduality  and  attention  mufl  fe— 
cure  perfons  the  refpedt  and  good  will  of  all: 
thofe  who  happen  to  have  buiintfs  with, 
them.' — Punctuality  in  every  concern  is  not 
kfs  laudable  than  its  eoncomitant,  honefty- 
— It  is  not,  indeed,  vifually  confidered  as  a 
principle  of  equal  import ;  the  advantages^ 
arifing  to  fociety  from  it  will,  however,  be 
found  to  fall  very  little  fhort  of  thofe  refult- 
ing  from  the  latter.^ — We?e  it  more  attended 
to,  how  would  it  fmooth  the  intercourfe  be- 
tween^  man  and  man  ;  efpecia^ly  thofe  who 
conflitute  the  commercial  part  of  a  people  1 
So  confpicuoufly  needful  is  an  attention  to  it, 
that  what  I  have  faid  in  fome  of  my  former 
letters  relative  to  the  obfervance  of  a  pro- 
mife  (and  as  I  am  an  enthufiaft  in  that  point) 
my  enforcement  of  it  has  not  been  luke, 

warm-s 
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warm)  will  equally  fait  the  virtue  I  am  here 
recommending  ;  for  ^.virtue  it  is,  though  not 
one  of  the  cardinal  ones. 

We  opened  the  campaign  with  fome  eclat, 
as  Mr.  Powell  was  juftly  admired.  And  there 
is  no  doubt  but  he  would  have  proved  an 
ornament  to  the  ll:age,  had'  he  had  time  to 
acquire  that  knowledge  which  is  requifite  to 
make  the  profeffion  a  fcience.  But  very  few 
give  themfelves  leifure,  or  take  the  trouble, 
to  arrive  at  the  goal.  The  intenfe  applica- 
tion I  have  pointed  out  on  a  former  occafion 
is  abfolutely  indifpenfible  for  arriving  at 
perfedtion.— For  want  of  this,  many  who 
pofTefs  great  abilities  reach  only  mediocrity. 

Our  firft  appearance  together  was  in  Jaf- 
fier  and  Belvidera.  And  he  was  fo  extrava- 
gant in  his  encomiums  upon  my  playing, 
that  I  had  every  reafon  to  believe  he  had 
given  over  all  thoughts  of  an  engagement 
with  Mrs,  Tales.  That  he  had  this  in  view, 
was  reported,  and  carried  with  it  an  air  of 
probability.  For,  exclufive  of  the  lady's 
extraordinary  merit,  it  was  natural  to  fup- 
pofe  he  muft  entertain  a  partiality  for  the 
firft  heroine  he  ever  appeared  with. 

In  a  few  days  the  report  of  an  engagement 
with  Mrs. Tales  was  revived.  And  Mr.  Colman 
called  upon  me,  to  inform  me,  that  fuch  a 
ftep  was  abfolutely  neceflary,  as  it  would  be 
a  great  bar  to  their  fuccefs,  Ihould  ihe  be 
engaged  at  Drury-lane,   for  which  a  treaty 

was. 
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was  then  in  agitation.  At  the  fame  time  he 
afliired  me.  that  no  ena;aioement  whatever 
Ihould  injure  me.  Indeed,  thiit  it  would  ra- 
ther be  the  reverfe;  as  many  pieces  might  be 
revived,  in  which  w^e  might  J/me  (as  he  was 
pkafed  to  exprefs  hin'ifelf)  together.  Be- 
lides  wdiich,  I  Ihould  retain  mdji  of  my  cha- 
radiers,  if  not  all  of  them. 

Perfeftly  fatisfied  in  this  alTurance,  and 
having  alvvavs  been  a  warm  admirer  of  A-Irs. 
2^aies's  talents,  I  was  really  pleafcd  at  the  en- 
gagement, inftead  of  feeling  any  envious 
emotions.  But  I  have  fome  reafon  to  be- 
lieve, that  fhe  was  of  another  opinion.  For 
upon  my  gohig  up  to  her, at  the  firfc  rehearfal, 
inordertofalute  her,  and  congratulate  my  felf, 
flie  very  coldly  received  my  greeting,  and 
we  did  not  afterw^ards  fpeak.  I  have  more 
than  once  faid,  I  never  w'as  fufceptible  of 
the  mean  paffion  of  envy.  I  therefore  could 
not  help  being  hurt  at  even  a  fuppolition's 
arifing  in  my  mind,  that  fne  could-  harboui;- 
an  idea  of  my  being  capable  of  diiiimulation^ 
Whenever  a  cpolnefs  -continues  for  any  time 
between  people  w^ho  are  obliged  in  bufinefs 
to  meet,  difguil  is  generally  the  confequence.. 
I  frankly  own  this  was  the  cafe  with  me. 
Mrs.  Incites  is  the  beft  judge  of  lier  c^wn  fe^i? 
ings  upon  the  occafion.  ,  ;  .    .;;  -j 

A  little  time  after,  Afr.  Cokmtin  introduce^- 
a  young  lady,  by  name  ATorr/s,  in  his  play  of 
the  "Englilh  Merchant,"  in  which   fhe  met 

with. 
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with  great  approbation.  She  afterwards  ap- 
peared ill  Juliet.  As  her  youth  andattradlions 
were  what  Juliet  fhould  be,  it  would  have 
been  ablurd  to  a  degree,  had  I  objedted  to 
her  playing  it ;  notwithftanding,  at  that 
period,  it  was  not  common  to  take  the 
capital  performer's  charafters  from'  them, 
except  for  a  perfon  of  acknowkdged  merit. 

This  fair  flower,  like  a  lily,  reared  a- 
whilc  her  head,  difpla^•ed  her  beauties  to 
the  fun,  and  diffufed  around  the  fweeteft 
odours. — But  traniient  as  the  lily's  was  her 
fate — Like  her  lovely  emblem  furcharged 
with  rain,  ihe  foon  dropped,  and  charmed 
no  more. — So  eager  was  the  grilley  monfter 
death  to  feize  fuch  perfection,  and  fo  hafty 
were  his  ftrides,  that  fhe  was  unable  to  ap- 
pear at  her  own  benefit,  in  the  character  of 
Juliet.  I  was  therefore  folicited  by  her  re- 
lation's to  perform  the  part,  which  I  did 
with  the  greateft  readinefs ;  fincerely  re- 
gretting at  the  fame  time  the  untimely  de- 
cay of  luch  promifing  merit;  which  pro- 
bably would  have  adorned  the  flage  with 
another  Fan  en. 

Before  the  conclufion  of  the  winter,  the 
other  two  proprietors  complained  they  were 
made  cyphers.  They  alledged  that  Mr. 
Coleman  and  Air.  Powell  arrogated  all  the 
power  to  themfelves,  and  were  fo  expenfive 
in;  the  cloaths  and  decorations,  tlvat  they 
fhared  nothing,  notwithftanding  the  houfes 

in 
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in  general  were  crowded.  Mr,  Powell  and-  L 
feldomfpoke,  but  upon  the  flage.  As  I  had 
every  reafon  to  believe  he  had  aded  with 
duplicity,  I  naturally  defpifed  him,  I  there- 
fore feldom  went  to  the  theatre,  except  when 
bufinefs  called  me. 

Abou  t  this  time  I  was  introduced  to  the 
worthy  and  celebrated  Mr.  Hook,  the  juftly 
admired  tranflator  of  Metajiatio,  Taffo,  and 
moil  of  the  great  Italian  poets.  His  lady 
and  myfelf  formed  the  ftri<5teft  intimacy; 
and  we  were  feldom  feparate.  When  I  had 
leifure  from  my  attendance  at  Gloden  Square, 
we  had  little  parties,  cither  at  my  apart- 
ments or  theirs,  A  relaxation  of  this  nature 
was  neceflkry  to  difpell  the  chagrin  I  felt, 
that  all  my  vifionary  theatric  caflles  were  a 
tottering. 

Such  indeed  has  been  the  fure  confe- 
quence  of  every  favourable  event  of  my 
life.  I  have  always  found  that  even  thofe 
expectations  which  have  feemed  moft  cer- 
tain, have  vanifhed  like  Sancho  Panza's  fup- 
per,  T'hey  have  been  feen  but  not  enjoyed. 
— And  as  the  delicate  viands  which  were 
fpread  before  the  hungry  governor  ferved 
only  to  increafe  his  appetite,  fo  my  fan- 
guine  certainties  and  fure  expedtancies,  have 
led  me  into  many  expences,  which,  but 
for  the  flattering  profpe<5ls  thefe  prefented, 
I  fliould  not  have  incurred.  A  review  of 
tbe  incidents  of  my  life,  when  they  are  all 

laid 
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laid  before  you,  will  convince  you  that  never 
mortal  found  fuch  a  number  of  apparently 
well  grounded  hopes,  fo  fatally  and  com* 
pletely  blafted.  And  that  by  means  which 
were  not  to  be  expeded  or  avoided.  I  may 
with  propriety  exclaim  upon  this  occafion 
with  *  the  fourth  Harry 

'*  Will   fortune  never  come  with    both 

hands  full, 
**  But  write  her  fair  words  illU  in  foulcfl 

letters  ?" 

The  enfuing  fumiller  I  took  a  fmall  houfc 
at  Strand  in  the  Green^  The  fituarion  was 
beautiful,  as  it  commanded  the  fincfl  part 
of  tlie  Thames,  and  terminated  with  avievv 
of  Kevv-bridge.  Its  being  fo  near  town  was 
another  inducement ;  for  my  attendance  at 
the  CunHe's  was  almoft  daily  e^pe<fted. 
^.Whe.n  the  next  feafon  commenced,  the 
difagreement  between  the  patentees  became 
public.  This  broke  out  afreili,  upon  ac- 
count of  a  very  flrange  difpute  indeed. 
Which  was  no  other,  than  Afr.  Cokman's 
infifting  that  Mrs.  Tates  fhould  appear  in  the 
chara(5ter  of  Imogen  in  "  Cymbdine,"a  part 
in  which  fhe  had  long  been  ellablifhed,  and 
univerfally  admired,  and  Mcjfrs.  Harris  and 
Rutherford  being  equally  ftrenuous  that  Mrs, 
l^Jjingham  Ihould  have  the  preference.    The 

il'^^^-^^ri^'^vlv,       ^  beauty 

.|jf.  Second  Part  o\  Hcnjy  j^fh.^  Ad  4th.  Scene  8th, 
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•beauty  andfignreof  the  latter  were,  1  allow? 
greatly  in  her  favour;  hut  fhe  could  by  no 
means  be  faid  to  furpafs  Mrs,  2"ates,  who 
joined  bard  earned  fcience  to  her  other  great 
qualifications.  A  procefs  was  begun  in  con- 
fequence  of  this  rupture,  which  tended  only 
•to  benefit  the  gentlemen  of  the  long  robe; 
for  in  the  fequel  it  produced  no  other  efFe<fl:, 

Mr.  Powell,  induced  by  fome  reafon  I 
could  never  account  for,  began,  once  more, 
■to  load  me  with  flattery.  But  as  I  had  no 
room  to  believe  his  compliments  lincere,  I 
J  treated  them  with  infinite  contempt.  Mrs. 
Tates  was  over  perfuaded  to  appear  in  Emi- 
lia in  the  '^  Engliih  Merchant ;"  a  charadler, 
notwithflanding  what  I  have  faid  of  her 
beauty,  totally  unfit  for  her;  and  I  played 
Lady  Alton,  which  would  anuch  better  have 
become  that  dignity  and  figure  which  Ihe 
poireffes  in  fo  eminent  a  degree. 

I  am  now  about  to  enter  upon  a  very  im- 
portant event  in  my  life;  viz.  the  means  by 
which  I  was  prevented  from  publiihing  my 
letter  to  Mr.  Calcraft.  Had  it  found  its  way 
to  the  public  at  that  time,  it  would,  I  flatter 
myfelf,  have  avenged  me  in  fome  meafare 
of  ii  man  who  had  treated  me  with  fuch  un- 
paralleled-injuilice,  and  have  vindicated  my 
condu(£h_,  with  refpedl  to  him,  to  the  whole 
world.  But  as  i  was  prevailed  upon, '  I  may 
fay  compc^lletV,  not  to  do  it  then,  when  it 
would  have  been  of-  'much  more  fervice  to 
^^■>-  me. 
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me,  and  have  prevented  many  misfortunes 
which  have  iince  happened  to^  me,  I  Ihall, 
as  I  have  already  promifed  you,  fend  it  to 
you  by  way  of  fupplement  to  my  narrative;, 
for  without  it,  many  circumflances  in  my 
life  will  want  elucidation. 

As  it  makes  fo  interelling  a  part  of  my 
flory,  I  fhali  begin  my  next  letter  with  ic- 
— Nor  will  this  be  the  only  important  cir- 
cumftance  that  it  will  contain.  You  will 
read  therein  fome  other  incidents  which  will' 
tend  to  confirm  the  obfervation  I  have  late- 
ly made;  that  no  mortal  ever  found  their 
hopes  fo  fuddenly  and  completely  fruftrated 
AS  I  have  done. 

G.  A.  B. 
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November  14,    17—, 

THE  day  of  the  reprefentation  of  the 
*'  EngHlh  Merchant,"  asr  mentioned  in 
my  laft,  I  had  caufed  an  advertifement  to  be 
inierted  in  all  the  public  papers,  to  the  fol- 
lowing purport.  "  Speedily  will  be  pub- 
"  lifhed,  a  letter  from  George  Anne  Bellamy,  tO' 
*\,  Jdhn  Cdcrafty,  Efqi  with  this  motto  ; 

L2.C  "So.- 
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**  So  comes  the  reckoning,  when  the  ban- 
"  quel's  o'er, 
jr;<f  The  dreadfiiU  reck'ning,  and  men  fmile 
c;;lujiiSl  no  more."  Gay. 

'  3' lift  before  the  piece  was  going  to  begin, 
Mr,  Coleynan  came  into  my  drelling  room,  and 
informed  me,  that  in  confequenceof  my  ad- 
vertifement,  Mr.Calcraft  had  fent  for  him 
into  the  front  boxes,  where  he  v/as  with  a 
large  party.  Upon  Mr.  Cokman^s  obeying 
the  furamons,  Mr.  Cjlcraft  fwore  I  fliould  not 
appear ;  vowing  vengeance  at  the  fame  time 
againft  the  piece  and  the  theatre,  if  I  did 
not  promife  give  up  all  thoughts  of  fuch  a 
publication;  which  he  faid,  was  ^  once  put- 
ting a  dagger  into  his  heartland  a  pijlol to  his  head. 
Alarmed  at  thefe  threats,  the  manager  en- 
deavoured to  prevail  upon  me  to  comply 
^ith  the  requifition.  But  I  peremptorily 
declared,  that  were  imprifonment  or  death 
the  coniequence,  I  would  perfevere,  and 
convince  the  world  of  Mr.  Calcraft's  ill  treat- 
ment and  villainy.  Mr.  Coleman  returned  to 
the  boxes,  and  reported  my  declaration. 
To  which  Mr.Calcraft  replied,  with  '  many 
imprecations,  that  if  I  did  not,  at  leaft,  give 
fome  time,  he  would  not  only  put  his  threatr 
jnto  execution,  but  apply  to  the  Lord  Cham- 
berlain to  have  meiilenced  ;  and,  moreover, 
turn  my  children  adrift,  who  Ihould  perifh 
before  he  would  afford  them  any  afliftance. 
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'Mr.  Coleman,  who  was  now  really  alarmed,, 
and  not  without  reafon  ;  and  at  the  fame 
time,  I  doubt  not,  aduated  by  aregard  for 
me,  came  back  and  renew^ed  his  arguments 
to  induce  me  to  give  up  the  point.  Among 
others,  he  defired  me  to  remember  that  I 
was  playing  under  a  letter  of  licence,  and 
confequently  by  perfifting  I  fhould  greatly 
injure  my  creditors.  To  this,  he  added,  eve- 
ry inducement  that  feemed  likely  to  fucceed, 
I  was,  however,  ilill  obftinate.- 

Mr.-  Calcraft,  growing  impatient,  from 
Mr.  Coleman's  long  ftay,  now  fcnt  w^ord  that 
he  muft  have  an  immediate  anfwer.  This 
occalioned  the  manager  to  grow  more  impor- 
tunate. He  intreated  that  I  would  only  de- 
fer the  publication  till  the  end  of  the  feafon. 
At  length,  yielding  to  tliefc reiterated  intrea 
ties,  1  gave  him  my  promlfe  that  I  woui  i, 
confent  to  his  wilhcs.  A  promife  that  I 
have  never  ceafed  repenting  of,  from  the 
hour  in  which  I  made  it,  to  the  prefent.  For 
had  I  perfevered  in  my  intention,  the  \vorld 
would  have  been  clearly  convinced  of  the 
cruelty  with  which  I  hadbcvn  treated.- 

But  Mr.  Cdkraft  was  not  indebted  to  me  In 
the  leaft  for  this  compliance.  The  elleem' 
and  regard  I  entertained  for  the  gentleman 
who  negociatcd  the  affair,  v/as  ray  only  in- 
ducement. To  him  and  not  to  my  betrayer, 
was  the  conccffion  mlade.  I  w^as  fo  exafpe- 
rated  at  his  having  pr^>pogatcd  a  report  that 

y  L  3  «>ur 
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our  feperation  was  occafioned  by  fome  gaf- 
lantries  of  mine,  particularly  with  the  Earl 
of  Harrington,  (as  I  have  hinted  before,  and 
ihall  further  explain  iiv  my  letter)  that  I 
ought  in  juftice  to  myfelf  to  have  expofed 
his  fallacies  at  the  time. 

But  it  was  always  to  be  my  lot  unfortwnate- 
}y  to  be  overruled,  when  the  fteps  I  was  about 
to  take  were  di<5lated  by  prudence.  I  cart 
only  attribute  my  imprudent  conceffion,  in 
this  cafe,  to  the  infligation  of  that  evil  ge- 
nius who  generally  counteradled  every  de- 
fign  which  feemed  to  be  for  my  good.  Not 
"but  that  I  am  perfectly  fatisfied  Mr,  Coleman 
had  no  other  motive  for  his  iblicitations  than 
friendlhip  ;  and  this  weighed  much  with 
me.  The  coniideration  of  his  own  intereft 
was  out  of  the  queftion.  For  had  Mr.  Cal- 
-fvaft  and  his  aflbciates  done  any  injury  to  the 
theatre,  perfcms'of  fuch  overgrown  fortunes 
would  doubtlefs  have  made  ample  amends 
for  whatever  lofs  the  proprietors  might  have 
fuftained.  There  was,  in  Ihort,  a  fatality  in 
it,  the  current  of  which  I  could  not  ftem. 

The  following^  circumftance  will  likewife 
prove,  that  the  fame  evil  genius,  or  fome  o- 
ther  undifcoverable  caufe,  ufually  prevent- 
ed me  from  purfuing  the  path  that  led  to 
Welfare.  The  rupture  between  the  propri- 
etors was  now  come  to  a  crifis.  This,  as  I 
w2S  informed,  rendered  it  neceflary  for  Mr. 
€okinan  to  get  a  paper  figned  by  the  perform- 
ers. 
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erf\  expreffing  their  approbation  of  his  ma-, 
nagement,  and  containing  an  acquiefcence 
to  be  guided  by  his  dire<5tion. 

This  paper,  the  manager  brought  to  me,, 
and  delired  I  would  fign  it.-  Upon  which  I 
frankly  told  him,  that  as  X  was  engaged  to 
all  four  of  the  proprietors,  it  did  not  appear 
to  me,  at  firft  fight,  to  be  prudent  to  fign 
any  paper  giving  one  a  preference  over 
the  others.  To  which  he  replied,  that  as- 
by  the  articles  which  fubfifled  between  him. 
and  the  other  proprietors,  he  was  allowed 
to  be  the  only  a£img  manager,  he  could  fee  no 
impropriety  in  my  iigning  a  paper  which 
merely  related  to  that  right.  He  then  add- 
ed, that  he  was  fo  well  alfured,  I  Ihould  up- 
on due  refledtion,  be  of  his  way  of  thinking, 
that  he  would  leave  the  paper  with  me,  and 
eat  a  chop  with  me,  the  next  day. 

Air.  Coleman  was  fcarcely  gone,  before  Mr» 
Rutherford  and  Air.  IPoodward  came  in.  And 
I  have  fome  reafon  to  think,  on  the  fame 
bulinefs  ;  as  the  former  immediately  ex-  ■ 
claimed,  "  have  you  figned  it  ?"  Upon  my 
anfvvering  in  the  negative  ;  biit  acknowledg- 
ing that  the  paper  was  left  with  me  for  my 
coniideration,  Mr.  Rutherford  wanted  me  to 
fhow  it  to  him.  This  I  abfolutely  refufed  to 
do  ;  faying,  I  wondered  any  gentleman  who 
profefTed  liberal  fentiments  could  advife  a 
breach  of  truil.  He  told  mc,  that  if  he  had 
got  hold  of  it,  he  would  have  burnt  it,  as 

he 
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he  wasfiire  two  capital  performers  had  fign^ 
ed  itvvho  would  not  have  done  fo,  had  an-- 
other  paper  been  prefented  in  their  favour^ 
Upor^vvhich  I  repeated,  what  I  had  faid  h^^ 
fore  ;i  adding^  that  I  thought  it,  though- 
trifling  in^"  itffelf,  a  breach  of  truf!  ;  and  it,- 
therefore,.  became  an  indifpenfible  duty  foT 
me  to  keep  it  unfeeh..  As  foon  as  I  had- 
faid  this,  Mr.  Rutherford  went  away  in  an-- 
gen 

Mr.  Woodward  remained  behind,  and  made 
ufe  of  every   argument  to  diffuade  me  from 
figning  it.     He  dwelt  particularly  upon  the 
ill  treatment'I  had  received  from  Mr.Cokman,- 
This,  however,  I  ought  to  have  attributed 
\x^ -Powell  not  Coleman.-    But,  at  length,  tired 
out  with  Mr.  Woodward's  folicitations,  urged 
by  my  gratitude  to  him,  and  inlligated  by- 
my  ufual   indifcretion,  I-  confented   to  his- 
requeft.  I  accordingly  fentback  the  paperto^ 
Mr .  Coleman  With  2.  card  inclofed,   acquaint- 
ing himthat  I  defired  to  decline  figning  it  j; 
but  hoped  my  refufal  would  not  prevent  rae 
the  favour  of  his  company,  agreeable  to  hi3' 
own  invitation.     That  gentleman,  however, - 
took  no  notice  of  my  card,   and   from  that 
time  we  became  totally  flrangers. 

Thus  was  I  once  more  overperfuaded, 
contrary  to  my  own  jndgement,  to  purfue  a 
meafure,  which,  as  will  be  feen  in  the  fe- 
quel,  turned  out  to  be  the  moft  detrimental 
to  my  intereft  Icould  have  chofen.---But  the 

following 
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following  unlucky  incident  will  ferve  to 
])rove  more  ftrongly  than  either  of  the  fore- 
going, that  I  am  no  favourite  of  Madam 
Fortune's.  A  combination  of  circumftances 
confpited  to  blail  my  long  encouraged  hopes 
in  the  moment  of  completion.  And  furniili- 
es  another  proof,  among  the  many  I  have  al- 
ready given,  ofthe  truth  of  '•■•'Hamlel's  afler- 
tion,  that 

"  There's  a  divinity  that  Ihapes  our, 
"  ends, 

*'  Rough-hew  them  how  we  will.'* 

About  the  concluiion  of  this  {eQ.ron,  Mr^ 
Powell  came  flufhed  into  the  Green  Room, 
one  evening,  and  inform.ed  me,  that  Mr... 
Benjley  and  he  had  dined  at  Lord  lyrawlefs  ; 
where  Mifs  Nancy  O'Hara,  who  was  his  pro- 
feffed  admirer,  had  mentioned  in  converfsi- 
tion,  that  I  Ihould  foon  have  a  confiderable 
legacy  left  me.  Lady  lyrazvley  being  very  ill.. 
I  ufually  had  a  futumons  every  evening  to^ 
wait  upon  her  ladyfhlp  ;  and  upon  my  re- 
turning home,  I  accordingly  found  one,  re- 
quefting  that  I  would  go  to  Somerfet-Houfe.. 
But  being  much  indifpofed  from  a  violent 
cold,  and  greatly  fatigued,  as  I  had  that 
night  played  Alicia,  impelled  by  the  fame 
wayward  deftlny  that  had  fo  often  diredted 
my  determinations,  I  refolved  to  poftpone; 
my  vifit  till  the  morning, 

I  did: 

♦  Hamlet,  Aft  V.  Scene  IL 
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r  did  fo.     And  about  nine  o'clock  received 
a  note   from  her  ladyfhip's  woman,   inform- 
mg  me  that  her  miftrefs    had  died  at   three 
that  morning.     She  added,  that  his  lordfhip 
had  come  at  five,  when  he   locked    himfelf 
np,  and  after  having  examined  all  her  lady- 
lliip's  papers,  had  gone  away,   leaving  ftridt. 
orders  with  her  not  to  hav6  any  communica- 
tion whatfoever  with  w^,    upon  pain  of  his. 
difpleafure.     His  lordlhipi  gave   as  a  reafon 
for  this  reftrid:ion,  that  he  had  found  during, 
his  rummage,  a  letter  of  mine,,  which  had 
convinced  him  of  what  he  had  once  doubted, . 
of  my  having  encouraged  her  ladylhip  to  re— 
fufe  his  requeft,  relative  to  cutting  off  the 
intail  of  an  eftate. 

This,  like  many  other  of  my   imputed* 
faults,  originated  from  a  miftake. — Indeed, 
moft  of  the  actions  of  n^,y  life  have  been  in 
the  fame  manner  perverted ;  by  which  means- 
t  have  been  loaded  with  qenfures  that  I  do 
not  really  deferve*-:— Errors  enough   I  know 
I  have  been  guilty  of ;  but  thefe  have  been 
fo  multiplied  and  mifreprefented,  that  it  is- 
become  neceflary  for  me  to  lay  a  true  flate-- 
ment  of  them  before  you  and  the  world. — 
To  know  that  your  friendfhip  has  not  been 
leffenedby  thefe  mifreprefentations  is  one  of 
the  greateft  bleffingis  I  at  prefent  enj.oy. — I 
am  forry  to  fay,  that  I  fear  the  world  tooo 
much  delight   in    fcandal,  for  me   to  hope 
that  my  condud:  has  been  viewed  by  them 
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In  the  fame  favourable  light. — I  will,  how- 
ever, truft  that  thefe  prejudices  are  not  irre- 
moveable. — I  will  hope  that  when  the  ac- 
count I  am  now^  employed  on,  reaches  the 
public,  it  will  be  received  with  the  fame 
candour  and  kindnefs,  with  which  my  at- 
tempts to  gain  their  favour  in  my  theatrical 
profeffion,  were  once  rewarded. 

But  to  return  to  his  Lordfhip — I  think  I 
informed  you  in  one  of  the  preceding  letters, 
that  Lord  'i3'r^ze'/9''s  private  marriage  with  his 
lady  prevented  him  from  receiving  the  for- 
tune he  expetftedto  have  had  with  her.  In- 
flead  of  which,  when  the  feparation  between 
them  took  place,  he  was  obliged  to  allow 
her  a  handfome  income  as  his  wife.  His 
Lordlhip,  likewife  put  her  in  polleflion  of 
the  apartments,  plate,  &c.  &c.  which  my 
mother  abdicated  upon  her  quarrel  with  him, 
at  related  in  the  early  part  of  my  hirtory. 

Upon  the  death  of  Lord  Blejfington's  fon, 
Lady  Tyrazvley  and  her  brother  the  noble  Earl, 
were  the  only  perfons  in  the  intail  of  the  fa- 
mily eflate.  Lord  Tyrazvley  being  at  that 
time  much  diftreffed,  from  having  a  young 
family  laid  to  him,  which,  in  all  probability 
he  could  have  no  right  to,  he  applied  to  his 
Lady  to  join  in  cutting  off  the  reverfion, 
that  he  might  be  able  to  difpofe  of  it. 

I  have  already  acquainted  you  with  moft 
of  the  particulars  of  that  application  from 
his  Lordfhip  J  and  of  the  letters  which  pafT- 

ed 
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ed  between  them  upon  the  occafion  ,*  but 
fome  continuation  is  now  necelTary.  At  the 
t/me  this  happened,  I  was  at  HoUwcod,  Her 
Ladylhip  fent  me  her  hufband's  firft  letter, 
a.nd  feemed  hy  the  concluiion  of  her  own  to 
fay  that  Ihe  was  determined  to  refufe  his 
Lordfhip's  requefl;  as  Ihe  meant  everything 
fhe  had  to  leave,  as  an  addition  to  my 
daughter's  fortune.  I  anfwered  her  Lady- 
Ihip's  letter,  thanking  her  in  the  flrongoft 
terms,  for  her  friendfhip.  And  without  any 
explanation,  hidylfendthc  inclofed;  where- 
as I  ought  to  have  diftinguifhed  it  by  fay-- 
ing,  I  return,  &:c.  In  this  flate  my  letter 
"was  found  at  Somerfet-houfe;  and  my  good 
patron_,  friend,  father,  or  lord,  feemed  to 
believe  from  it,  that  his  wife's  refufal  pro- 
ceeded from  my  advice.  I  was  thus  con- 
fidered  as  guilty,  and  immediately  condemn- 
ed at  his  houfe  in  Leicefler-fields,  where 
the  family  were  no  friends  to  me.  No  will 
was  brought  forth.  And  I  never  faw  his 
Lordihip  after,  but  once  in  the  Green-room; 
and  at  his  own  houfe,  when  he  was  firft  con- 
fined by  the  diforder  w^hich  carried  him  off. 
Have  I  not  reafon,  think  you,  to  complain 
once  more  of  the  unkind  as  tacks  of  fortune? 
Was  it  poflible  to  fuppofe  that  fuch  un 
toward  circumftances  would  have  ftepped 
between  me  and  my  hopes,  fo  well-founded 
as  they  were?  Yet,  why  Ihould  I.expc<5t 
ft.ibility  in  that  wheel,  which  from  my  ear- 

lieft 
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Tied  years,  as  you  have  ieen,  has  been  fub" 
je6t  to  fudden  and  unexpected  revolutions. 
So  often  have  occafions  prefented  themfelves 
for  making  this  remark,  that  I  really  fear 
they  begnito  appear  tirclbme  repetitions.— 
May  not  however  thefe  difappointments  have 
been  intended  by  the  all-wife  Difpofer  of 
events  to  promote  my  real  good  !— -That 
great  moralift  Shakfpeare*,  fpeaking  of  the 
biindnefs  of  mortals  in  their  wilhes,  tells  us 
that 

"  We  ignorant  of  ourfelvcs, 

**  Beg  often  our  own  harms;  which  the 
*^  wife  powers 

*f  Deny  us  for  our  good  :  fo  find  we  profit 

*'  By  lofing  of  our  prayers." 
Let  me  then  indulge  the  thought;  and  en- 
deavour,  to  difpel  the  gloom,  which,  when 
viewed  in  another  light,  they    call  over  the 
mind. 

When  Lord  fyrazvley  wzs  taken  ill,  ledhf 
that  refpetft  andafFe^lion  which  I  had  always 
entertained  for  his  Lordfhip,  I  went  to  pay 
my  duty  to  him.  Upon  my  entrance,  I  had 
the  mortification  to  l3e  repulfed  by  a  domef- 
tic,  who  told  me  that  Mifs  O'Hara  knew  my 
fenfibility  to  be  too  great  to  bear  the  fight 
of  fo  confpicuous  a  charafter,  when  dege- 
nerated into  idiotifm.  And  the  *converfation 

*  Anthony  and  Cleopatra,     Aft.   2,    Scene   i. 

*  During  the  mafquerade,  I  reproached  her  as  fhe  fat  in  thc- 
ftage-box,  for  her  partiality  to  one  of  the  perfonners. 

VOL.  IV.  M  I  had 
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I  had  with  her  during  the  mafq^uerade  in 
'^  Man  and  Wife,"  the  laiUipne  Hie  faw  me 
on  the  ftage,  had  convinced  her  that  I  could 
not  poffibly  have  any  paffion  but  contempt 
for  her.  She  therefore  would  not  give  me 
the  trouble  of  an  interview  with  a  perfon  to 
whom  1  had  fhown  lb  many  marks  of  dif- 
like. 

I  found  all  my  paflions  awakened  by  this 
infulting   mellage ;  and   forced  my  way,  in 
fpite  of  every  oppoiition,  into  his  Lordfliip's 
apartment.     But    how    fliall  I    defcribe  the 
melancholy  fpe<5tacle  v/hich  there  prefented 
itfelf  !    My    heart  bleeds  at  the  very  recol- 
lection of  it-     There,  alas  !    I  beheld  that 
great  man  ;  who  had  ihone,  brightly  fhone, 
both  in  the  field  and  cabinet ;  *'  for  when  a 
'*  foldier  was  the  theme,  his  name  wasnotfar 
**  off;"  who  had  with  honour  filled  places 
of  the  higheft  trufi:  and  confidence  ;  and  had 
been  one  of  the  flrft  ornaments  of  this  coun- 
try ;  funk  into  a  Hate  of  debility  and  idiot- 
ifm.     His  Lordfhip  was  fitting  up  in  his  bed, 
wrapped  in  a  fcarlet  gown.    His  eyes  wxre 
funk;  his  tongue  was  lolling  out  on  one  fide 
of  his  mouth ;  and  he  appeared  to  be  count- 
ing his  fingers.— Heavens  !    what  a  fad  re- 
verfe  ! 

With  a  heart  burfl:ing  with  fondnefs  and 

grief,  I  knelt  down  by  the  fide  of  the  bed, 

and  taking  hold  of  one  of  his  hands,  bathed 

it  with  my  tears.     I  then  fervently  kiffed  it, 

^  in 
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vn  hopes  that  would  draw  his  attention  to- 
wards me,  and  caufe  him  to  recoUcv'l  me. — ■ 
Inftead  of  which,  after  fome  time,  he  whif- 
pcred,  "  Send  Atj,"  <'  I  want  JI?y"  "  Why 
"  docs  not  Jby  come  }"  meaning  Aly 
FiJJjer.  Flc-aring  him  thus  fpeak  with  fome 
degree  of  rationallity,  I  requcfled  that  he 
would  look  upon  me;  and  laid  every  thing 
that  I- thought  would  revive  his  recoiled:ioii 
— but,,  ah  !  in  vain. 

Hearing  only  the  fame  difcordant  notes  re- 
peated, from  thofe  lips,  whofe  every  found 
was  once  harmony  to  my  ears,  I  quitted  the 
room,  fliocked  beyond  meafure  with  the 
iight  r  had  beheld.  A  figlit  which  recalled 
to  my  memory  the  fimilarity  of  his  Lord- 
ihip's  fituation  with  that  oi  his  great  General ^ 
who  had  taught  himthe  v/ay  toglofv,andwho 
hadexperienced  like  hima  fecond  childhood. 

As  I  went  to  my  chair^  I  was  told  by  an 
old  domeflic,  that  the  ungrateful  young 
man  he  had  called  for,  who  had  been  fof- 
tered  by  his  Lordfliip's  humanity,  after 
having  been  introduced  when  an  infant  in  a 
bafket,  or  by  fome  other  unaccountable 
means,  from  the  gate  of  his  Lordfhip's  houfe 
at  Blackheath  j  now  even  refufed  to  give 
his  patron  the  only  pleafure  he  was  capable 
of  receiving,  that  of  feeing  him  play  upon 
the  violin.  For  as  his  Lordfliip  was  totally 
bereft  of  the  fenfe  of  hearing,  confequently 
his  talents,  as  to  found,   were  ufelefs. 

M  2  fsTav 
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Nay,  fo  far  had  his  Lordfhip's  partiality 
for  him  gained  ground,  that  having,  after 
fome  time,  recovered  a  ray  ofreafon,  he  in- 
formed his  fon,  the  prefent  gallant  General, 
or  elfe  diredted  Mifs  O'Hara  to  acquaint  him, 
that  he  miift  provide  himfelf  with  a  lodging, 
as  Mr.  Fi/Ixr,  (the  prefent  amiable  Dodtor) 
could  not  be  diflx)dged. — Thus  are  nature, 
and  every  tender  innate  feeling,  deadened, 
if  not  totally  deflroyed,  by  the  deiigning, 
diffipated,  ungenerous  perfon,  who  conti- 
joually  is  in  the  prefence  of  the  declining  in- 
valid, and  which  generally  ends  in  obtaining 
a  perfect  command.  CAR 
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Nov.  23,  17—. 

MY  vifit  to  Lord  Tyrawley  had  fo 
great  an  effect  upon  my  mind,  that  I 
was  immediately  attacked  with  a  diforder 
which  carried  with  it  a  probability  of  prov- 
ing fatal.  And  it  certainly  would  have  done 
fo,  had  I  been  called  by  the  prints  to  the 
theatre,  and  been  unable  to  have  done  my 
duty  there.  But  Mr.  Coleman  prevented  me 
-from  experiencing  fo  mortifying  a  trial,  by 
introducing,  at  the  beginning  of  this  fea- 
fon,  (the  fecond  of  my  prefent  articles)  a 
young  woman  named  Miller. 

^        -  This 
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This  perfon  had  nothing  to  recoitimend 
her  but  the  adting  manager's  favour.  A  cir- 
Giimftancc  which  plainly  evinces  the  unli- 
mited power  of  gentlemen  in  that  depart- 
ment. Who,  we  fee,  from  this  inftance,  can 
dare  to  foiji  upon  the  public  any  being  for 
.whom  they  may  have  conceived  a  partiality, 
or  whom  they  intend  to  fet  up  as  a  mark  of 
refenfcment  againft  another  performer.  Had 
I  now  poflefled  the  fame  fpirit  I  did  when 
the  pretty  Cordelia  appeared,  who  indeed 
had  youth  and  elegance  to  bo.ift  of,  the  ma- 
nager might  not  have  found  the  talk  he 
had  undertaken  fo  eafy  as  he  did.  But  my 
filence  upon  the  occafion,  which  proceeded 
from  a  confcioufnefsof  indifcretion,  and  the- 
conftant  difappointmentof  my  hopes,  made 
my  paffivenefs  appear  the  effedl  of  indifpo- 
lition.  Confequently  this/»;/j6/)^/ was  permit- 
ted to  go  on,  though  a  very,  visry  indifferent 
fubftitute. 

When  the  benefits  came  to  be  fettled,, 
my  illnefs  obliged  me  to  fix  upon  a  piece 
in  which  I  could  appear  without  much 
exertion.  Andromache,  in  "  The  Diflrefl 
**  Mother,*'  feemed  as  fuitable  as  any,  that 
play  being  efleemed  the  ftrongefl  in  the 
company;  Mr.  Powell  playing  Orefles,  Mrs<.. 
Tates,  Hermione,  and  myfelf  Andromache. 
Having  never  been  accuflomed  to  ^  as  a 
favour  what  I  imagined  I  had  a  right  to  ex-^ 
pe5iy  I  did  not  apply  to  Mn>  Tates,  to  per- 
M  3  form 
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form  her  part.  As  Ihe  had  lately  played  it, 
I  had  no  appreheniion  of  her  not  domg  it 
now.  What  the  ciiftom  might  be  at  prefent, 
I  am  unacquainted  with ;  but  at  that  time, 
it  was  unufual  to  requejl  a  performer's  ap- 
pearance, unlefs  a  new  part  was  to  be 
fludied. 

However,  upon  the  play  being  advertized, 
I  received  a  no:e  from  the  intended  Helenas 
daughter,  in  a  high  flile  indeed.  To  this  I 
replied;  and,  in  a  few  days,  I  was  not  a  lit- 
tle furprized  to  fee  the  dejedted  Trojan 
-Queen''s  .correfpondcnce  with  the  beautiful 
Grecian  Princefs  in  the  public  papers.  I  am  _ 
fure  A'Irs.  7'atts's  behaviour  upon  this  oc- 
cafion,  miift  have  been  the  confequence  of 
fome  mifrcprefentation,  as  I  have  fince  had 
the  flrongell  inilances  of  this  lady's  huma- 
nity and  profered  civility;  which  indeed  I 
could  have  no  poflible  right  to  expect* 

When  this  atfair  became  public,  my  good 
friend  her  Grace  of  ^.eenpury,  fent  for  me,  to 
enquire  v/hat  could  occafion  fuch  a  rupture. 
I  told  her  Grace  that  I  was  totally  ignorant 
of  the  caufe,  but  was  concerned  at  the  lofs 
of  fo  capital  a  performer,  let  it  proceed 
from  what  caufe  it  would.  She  anfwered 
that  it  was  very  immaterial  as  to  the  boxes. 
For  my  avowed  patronefs,  her  fifler  Douglas, 
(an  alTumed  title  for  the  Duchefs)  who  had 
been  fome  time  in  town,  but  could  not  ap- 
pear in  public  till  the  great  caufe  then  pend- 
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ing,  v/as  determined,  had  requefled  her  tc 
take  care  of  my  benefit.  "  As  if,"  continu- 
ed her  Grace,  "  I  wanted  Peg's  recommend- 
"  ation  to  patronize  you!"  Then  looking 
very  fignificant,  ihe  faid,  '*  I  fuppofe  you 
"  recoiled  I  was  one  of  the  firft  that  noticed 
*'  you  ?"  I  replied,  Ihe  had  done  me  that 
honour.  "  It  was  an  honour,"  added  flie, 
"  and  a  very  great  one,  if  you  knew  all. . 
"For  I  not  only  then  gave  you  good  ad- 
"  vice,  but  have  only  been  once  at  a  play 
"  fince  I  found  you  did  not  follow  that  ad- 
"  vice."  I  coloured.  Which  her  Grace  per- 
ceiving, fhe  immediately  turned  the  dif- 
courfe,  and  began  to  confult  what  piece  I 
Ihould  have. 

Jufl  at  that  inflant,  her  Grace  of  Douglas 
was  announced.  Next  to  fincerity,  grati- 
tude is  the  mod:  fufceptible  feeling  of  my 
heart.  My  fenfations,  therefore,  at  hearing 
that  revered  name,  are  fcarcely  to  be  con- 
ceived or  defcribed.  I  believe  Penelope  was 
not  more  happv  in  meeting  her  long-loft 
Ulyfles;  nor  Achilles  his  Patroclus;  or,  to 
bring  the  comparifon  nearer  home,  a  fond, 
love-fick  girl  to  fee  the  objedl  of  her  affec- 
tions; than  I  was  to  meet  this  beft  of  women; 
whofe  every  little  civility  feemed  to  contain 
fo  much  goodnature,  with  fuch  fincere  marks 
of  regard,  that  they  made  an  impreffion 
which  can  never  be  eradicated  from  my 
mind. 

Upon 
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Upon  this  lady's  entrance,  her  copartner 
in  the  tambour,  accofted  her  with,  ''  I  am 
«'  glad  you  are  come.  How  go  aifairs  on 
"  in  the  houfe  of  Lords  ?"  To  which  inter- 
rogation the  vifiter  replied,  "  That  flie  had 
the  greateft  reafon  to  hope  for  fuccefs,  as 
well  from  the  juftice  of  the  caufe,  as  from 
the  equity  of  the  court  before  which  it  was; 
whofe  decifions  were  fo  judicious,  that  they 
were  fcarcely  ever  repined  at,  even  by  thofe 
^ho  loft  what  they  contended  for." 

"  Well !"  returned  her  Grace  of  ^.eenjhury i 
**  you  muft  now  decide  what  is  to  be  done 
**  in  the  court  of  Covent-Garden,  upon  the 
<*  fecond  or  third  of  April.  Your  C^een  of 
**  Troy  is  left  alone.  For  the  Grecian  Prin- 
''  cefs  has  declared  that  fhe  fliall  meet  her 
<*  Hedof  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Stygian 
**  Lake,  before  fne  will  affift  her."  The 
univerfal  laugh  which  this  droll  fpeech  ex- 
cited, was  greatly  increafed  by  the  inflexi- 
bility of  the  lady's  countenance.  As  foon 
as  the  laughter  was  fubfidecl,  her  Grace  re- 
marked, that  notwithftanding  the  pleafantry 
which  had  juft  pafTed,  the  determination 
was  of  as  much  importance  to  me,  as  that  of 
the  great  Douglas  caufe  was  to  them;  as  I 
-  played  under  a  letter  of  licence,  and  had 
nothing  to  fupport  me  but  the  produce  of 
my  benefit. 

"  Romeo  and  Juliet,  '^  Venice  preferved,'' 

and  "  Cleone,"were  feverally  propofed,  and 

.  .  all 


G.       A.       BELLAMY.  lV.g 

all  rejedlcd,  from  my  not  being  able  to  fiif- 
tain  my  charad:ers  in  them,  through  the 
weaknefs  I  was  labouring  under.  At  laft, 
her  Grace  concluded,  afluming  at  the  fame 
time  an  air  of  as  much  importance  as  if  ihe 
had  found  out  a  method  to  pay  off  the  na- 
tional debt,  that  it  mult  be  the  "  Albion 
"  Queens."  She  thought,  Ihe  faid,  upon 
recollection,  that  I  was  like  Mary  Queen  of 
Scots. 

The  latter  part  of  the  Duchefs's  fpeech 
overwhelmed  me  with  confuiion.  When  her 
Grace  laughing,  faid,  fhe  was  glad  to  fee, 
that  after  having  been  fo  many  years  in  pub- 
lic; keeping  fuch;?-^^  company;  and  having 
travelled  fo  much;  I  betrayed  fuch  evident 
marks  of  modefty.  The  JDuchefs  of  Douglas 
chid  her  Grace;  who  certainly  poffefled  the 
mofl  feeling  heart,  notwithftanding  it  was 
contained  in  fo  rude  a  mould.  Upon  which 
fhe  replied  **  I  fuppofe  it  will  be  a  matter 
**  of  pleafure  inftead  of  mortification,  when 
**  I  inform  Bellamy,  that  I  have  always  ea- 
*'  quired  after  her,"  I  bowed.  The  play  was 
fixed  on;  and  I  very  gladly  took  my 
leave. 

I  have  already  given  you  my  fentiments 
upon  her  Grace's  behaviour.  And  that  at 
a  time  I  was  fmarting  under  the  lafties  re- 
ceived at  a  former  vifit.  I  fliall  therefore 
enly  fay  here,  that  though  I  was  fenfible  of 
the  honour  of  being  admitted  to  Qiieenfbury- 

Houfe 
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Houfe,    which    was  always   attended    witii' 
pecunlary   advantages  even  beyond  my  ex-- 
pediations,   yet  I  would  very  wining] y  have- 
declined  the  honour,  and  even  thefe  advan- 
tages, could  I  have  done  it,  without  the  im- 
putation of  difrefpefft  and  ingratitude  ;  as  I 
was  fure  of  meeting  with    fome    farcafm, 
wliich  in  a  manner    deftroyed    the  benefit- 
Her  Grace   of  Dot/glas  engaged  me  to  break- 
fafl  the  next  day;  wliere   tout  a  contraire,   I 
met  with  the  molt  agreeable  reception,  that 
real  cordiality,    unmixed  with  caprice,  cani 
bellow. 

At  length  the  day  of  my  benefit  came..- 
The  Douglas  Caufe   was   decided  that  day 
in    their  favour,    to   the  very  great  morti-- 
fication  of  the  houfe   of  Hamilton..    When> 
my  two  patronefles appeared,  the   applaufc 
was   great..     But   upon   the   young  gentle- 
man's   entering,    it     increafed..      And    the 
Vuehefs  of  Douglas    making    nwre    curtefies  ■ 
upon     the    occafion    than.;  her    companion 
thought  needful,  fhe  leaned  over  the  young 
gentleman^  who  fat  between  them,  and  cry- 
ed  out;  '«  Sit  dbv/n  Peg  .""     This  had    fuch  ^ 
an  efFedl  upon  me,  who  flood  on  the  fame 
lide,,  ready  to  make  my  appearance,  that  I 
burft-'  into  fueh  a  fit  of  laughter,  as  prevent- 
ed me   fram   going   on  immediately,  as   I' 
ought  to  have  done.     But  this  was  not  all.  - 
Her  Grace  being  in  high  good  humour,  fhe 
kept  calling  out,  occasionally,  loud  enough  : 

for 
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for  me  to  hear,  <'  Well  fliid,  Mary!"  "  Bravo, 
"Mary!"  which  united  with  the  former, 
was  very  near  turning  the  laid  ftory  we  were 
-ena(5ting,  into  a  Tragi-Comedy,  For  it  was 
with  the  grcatell  <iifficulty  I  could  keep  my 
rifible  faculties  in  any  decorum. 

At  the  concluiion  of  the  fealon,  I  found' 
that  it  had  turned  out  a  very  beneHcial  one. 
This  arofenot  only  from  the  patronage  of  the 
ladies  already  mentioned,  and  many  others; 
but  it  received  fome  addition  from  the  ge- 
nerolity   of   an  unexpected  benefaftor  ;    of 
which,     though   truly    xidiculous    in   itfelf 
I  am    tempted  to    give    you   the    particu- 
lars ;  as  perhaps,  they   may   have  the  fame 
-efFedt  upon  your  Mufcles  a^  the  Duchefs  of 
.^eenjherrys  'verbal  applaule  had  upon  mine. 
An  old  gouty  Knight,  Banker,  and  Alder- 
man, had  entertained  a  partiality  for  me.    As 
this  lady  was   an  elegant   and  accomplifhed 
woman,  and  in  poffeffion  of  youth  as  well  as 
a  fortune,  it  is  really  to  be  wondered  at,  that 
Ihe  Ihould  have  facrificed  herfelf  to  waneing 
age  and  defeafe,  merely  for  the  fake   of  a 
title.  But  my  old  friend  verified  the  adage  of 
*'  Tout  jour  perdri,  ne  vaut  rien."     He  had  fent 
me  at  my  benefit  an  extrarodinary  prefent. 
And  as  his  honour  was  not  accuftomed,  to  do 
generous  deeds,  I  might  naturally  have  fup- 
pofed  that  I  was  not  to  place  it  to  the  fcore 
either  of  humanity  or  liberality. 

He 
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He  accordingly  called  fome  days  after, 
■when  he  was  infornied  that  I  was  not  at 
home.  But  fufpeding  the  veracity  of  my 
fervant,  he  went  to  fome  little  diftance,  and 
ordered  the  houfe  to  be  watched.  In  a  Ihort 
time  after,  I  went  out.  And  whether  his  mer- 
cury had  not  readily  found  him,  or  his  cor- 
pulence had  curbed  his  activity,  I  cannot 
fay;  but  he  did  not  overtake  my  chair,  till  I 
had  reached  Leicefter  Houfe. 

I  there  heard  a  voice,  feemingly  of  a  per- 
fon  out  of  breath,  cry,  "  Stop,  chairmen, 
'**  flop."  The  two-legged  poneys,  however, 
continued  their  trot.  At  lalt  a  man,  in 
a  horfeman's  coat,  came  up  to  the-  fide 
of  the  chair,  and,  in  an.  imperative  tone, 
commanded  the  chairmen  to  let  down.  He 
at  the  fame  time  knocked  at  the  fide  win- 
dow. I  was  greatly  alarmed,  and  experi- 
enced perturbations  for  which  I  can  no 
otherwife  account,  that  from  the  uncom- 
monefs  of  the  circumflance.  I  notwith- 
ftanding,  did  as  I  was  ordered.  When  to 
my  inexpreliible  furprize,  I  beheld  my  im- 
paflioned  elder ;  who  feemed  to  me  to  have 
broke  his  wind  to  fhow  his  gallantry. 

As  he  could  not  immediately  fpeak,  I  afk- 
ed  him,  repeatedly,  what  was  the  occafion  of 
fuch  madnefs.  Upon  which  unbuttoning 
his  furtout f.  not  only  to  recover  breath,  but  to 
dazzle  me  with  the  gold  lace  upon  his  coat; 

wifely 
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Wifely  judging  that  as  a  woman  I  muH  be 
captivated  by  finery,  he  in  a  panting  voice, 
told  me,  he  had  given  me  a  lubftantiai  proof 
of  his  affedtion  at  my  benefit,  befides  thirty 
pounds,  the  ballance  of  a  former  debt  for 
money  borrowed  upon  my  jewels,  and  which 
he  had  never  demanded. 

Hearing  this  uncommon  falutation,  I  de- 
fired  my  panting  lover,  in  a  very  refolute 
tone,  to  go  about  his  bufinefs ;  for  if  he  did 
not,  I  would  inform  his  joufig  lady  of  his  de- 
pravity and  folly.  I  then  told  him,  that  if 
ever  he  prefumed,  upon  any  account,  to 
take  fuch  a  liberty  with  mc  again,  I  was  not 
fo  friendlefsj  but  that  feme  perfon  would  in- 
tereft  themfelves  in  my  cuufe,  and  punifli 
his  infolence. 

I  had  no  fooner  faid  this,  than  in  an  in- 
ftant,  away  mv  gentleman  went.  And  not- 
withftanding  I  had  been  heartily  frightened 
at  his  approach,  yet  to  fee  the  iliort  fquab 
fkuttlina:  awav  as  if  he  had  crackers  at  his 
tail,  prefented  fuch  a  ridiculous  fcene,  that 
I  could  not  help  burfting  into  an  immoderate 
fit  of  laughter.  In  this  I  was  joined  by  the 
very  chairmen,  vv'ho  had  heard  the  curious 
converfation,  and  had  reconnoitred  my  Tur- 
tle Eater.  So  that  it  w^aslbme  moments  be- 
fore they  could  take  up  their  burthen  ;  that 
is,  their  chair  ;  for  as  for  myfclf,  I  was  re- 
duced to  my  original ^n/Zo/wr. 
VOL.  IV.  ^N  I. after- 
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I  afterwards  mentioned  the  incident  to  one 
of  his  lady's  intimates.  She  was  highly  en- 
tertained with  it,  and  declared,  Ihe  would 
make  her  friend  acquainted  wdth  it.  She  at 
the  fame  time  informed  me,  that  this  flower 
of  gallantry,  at  home,  'appeared  to  be  the 
moil  docile  and  fond  help-mate  flie  ever 
'knew. 

I  never  heard  any  more  frb'm  of  of  this 
mirror  of  knighthood,  till  I  read  in  the  ne\vs- 

'  papers,  fomeihort  time  after,  that  he  had  made 
Iiis  entree  into  the  family  vault.  And  I  much 
fear  the  proof  he  gave  of  his  activity  upon 
the  abovementioned  occnfion,  fcnt  him  fome 
years  fooner  to  his  long  home,  than  if  hehad 
a6:ed  the  part  of  a  fober  citizen,  and  the 
difcreet  father  of  a  numerous  family.     And 

"1  am  the  more  induced  to  draw  this  conclu- 
iion,  from  its  being  announced  that  his  death 
was  occa£oned  by  an  allhma,  which  proved 
fatal  from  the  breaking  of  a  blood  vef- 
fel. 

Not  long  after,  Mrs.  Smithy  a  relation  of 
the  knight,  (whom  I  have  more  than  once 
mentioned)  came  to  put  me  in  mind  of  the 
thirty  pounds  I  flood  indebted  to  him  ;  left 
it  Ihould  be  demanded  at  an  inconvenient 
time.  As  fhe  informed  me  of  his  death,  fhe 
accompanied  the  information  with  tears,  the 
common  tribute  paid  to  a  worthy  coiifin. 
Seeing  which,  I  could  not  help  telling  her 
of  his  gallant  attack  upon   me.     As  fhe  wr.s 

a  pat- 
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a  pattern  of  virtue  herfelf,  ihe  no  foonerre'- 
ceived  the  intelligence,  than  fhe  wiped  away 
the  pearly  drops,  and  had  recourfe  to  the  o- 
tlier  female  weapon,  by  which  flie  forcibly 
proved  her  inveterate  abhorrence  of  connu- 
bial infidelit}'. 

As  I  know  not  that  i  fliall  be  able  to  ter- 
minate this  letter  with  a  more  memorable 
incident  than  the  foregoing,  I  will  do  ih,  ere 
the  fmile  has  left  your  face.  For  I  am  fure- 
even  my  lifelefs  reprefentation  of  it  mult 
have  raifed  that  pleafarable  appearance  on 
your  lovely  countenance.-— What  hilarity 
would  it  have  afforded  you,  had  you  been  a. 
difinterefted  fpecftator  of  the  laughable 
fcene  !— -I  have  no  doubt  but  you  v;ould  have 
enjoyed  it  even  in  a  higher  degree  than  I 
did.— Not  even  Shahfpeare's  fat  knight,  in  any 
of  the  humourous  diftreiTcs  his  wanton  at- 
tacks on  the  dames  of  Win  Jfor  led  him  in- 
to, could  furnilh  you  with  a  furer  fund  of 
mirth,  than  the  amorous  faily  of  my  city 
knight  would  have  done.  G.   A.   B* 
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Decern.    2,   17— 

THE   fummer  following,   his  majelty  of 
Denmark  vifited  England.     When  Mr. 
Garrick,  who  wanted  performers,   as  all  thofe 
bjelonging  to  the  London  theatres,    had  by 
N  2  thiS' 
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this  time  joined  their  feveral  companies  in 
their  fummer  excurfions,  and  none  were  to 
be  colledted  upon  the  occafion  but  thofe  at 
Richmond,  made  application  to  Mi\ 
IVoodivard,  and  rcquefled  that  he  would  alk 
nie.  1  complied  with  great  readinefs,  but 
upon  condition  that  leave  was  obtained  of 
the  afting  manager.  Mr.  IFoodward  ihox^^^t 
this  unneceflary,  and  faid  he  intended  ap- 
plying to  Mr.  Harris,  who  would,  nodoubc, 
iign  a  liberty  for- me  at  the  fame  time  he  did 
for  him. 

The  firfl  piece  we  performed,  was  the 
"  Sufpicious  Hufband,'*  in  w^hich  I  played 
Clarlnda.  Upon  my  appearance,  there  was 
one  perfon  hiffed.  As  this  was  a  falutation 
I  was  not  acquainted  with,  1  could  not  help 
receiving  pain  from  it.  But  upon  Mr.  Gar- 
r'uk's  faying,  it  w^as  apparent  malice,  as  the 
general  opinion  was  evidently  for  me,  I  com- 
pofed  myfelf,  and  played  as  w^ell  as  I 
could. 

"  The  Provoked  Wife"  was  the  fecond 
piece  that  we  performed,  in  which  I  appear- 
ed in  the  char-i<fter  of  Lady  Fancl fid.  In  the 
lafl  ad:,  the  ■  perfon  whofe  buiinefs  it  was, 
.  not  having  called  me.  Air.  Garrick  was  juft 
going  to  be  witty  upon  the  occafion,  as  you 
may  recolle6l  my  worthy  friend,  Mr.^j'n, 
was  upon  my  non-appearance,  from  a  very 
particular  incident,  many  years  before.  But 
my  entering  juil:  as.  he  had  advanced  for  that 

purpofe 
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purpofe,  prevented  his  wit  from  being  for 
that  time  madq  known.  And  I  could  never 
find  out  what  6cciiion  he  would  have  fixed 
on  to  fhow  his  fatire. 

I  muft  here  add,  that  the  incidents  may 
not  be  difunited,  that  the  beginning  of  the 
next  feafon,  his  Danifh  Majefty  came  to  fee 
"  Jane  Shore/*  at  Covent-Garden,  in  which 
I  played  ^//V/V?.  When  obferving  the  royal 
vifiter  to  prefer  the  charms  of  Somnus  to  the 
Tragic  Mufe  ;  and  unwilling  that  he  fiiould 
lofe  the  Jine  acfirig,  it  might  be  fuppofed  he 
came  to  fee,  I  drew  near  to  his  box,  and 
wath  a  moft  violent  exertion  of  voice,  which 
the  part  admitted,  cried  out,  "  Oh  !  thou 
"  falfe  lord  !"  By  which,  I  fo  efFeftually 
roufed  his  majefty,  that  he  told  the  unfortu- 
nate Comte  de  Bathmore,  (who,  as  I  have  al- 
ready informed  you,  ufed  to  be  a  frequent 
vifiter  at  my  houfe)  that  he  v,'ould  not  be 
married  to  a  woman  with  fuch  a  bell  voice, 
upon  any  account  ;  as  he  fhould  never  ex- 
pe<5l  to  flecp. 

This  fummer  Mr.  TozvelMitd.  The  lafl 
time  I  ever  faw  him,  he  requeued  my  par- 
don and  afTured  me  he  would  make  attone- 
ment,  the  next  w^inter,  for  the  injury  he  had 
done  me  in  my  profefiion. 

The  concluding  feafon  of  my  agreement, 

I  was   feldom   called   upon   at    the  theatre. 

And  indeed  the  fcvere  indifpofition  I  had  un- 

d:rgonej  had  left  me  fo  weak;,  that  I  fliould 
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have  executed  my  duty  with  great  difficulty  ^; 
as  I  always  made  it  an  invariable  rule  to  play 
when  colled  upon,  were  I  able  to  rife.  Nor 
did  I  ever  engage  perfons  to  applaud  me  j 
or  pay  the  doers  of  the  papers  to  put  in  puffs 
to  impofe  upon  the  public,  under  tlie  ligna- 
ture  of  *'  Impartial  Writers." 

Now  I  am  upon  this  fubjedt,  I  will  fend 
you  a  fpecimen  of  the  dependence  that  in 
general  is  to  be  placed  on  the  accounts  giv- 
en in  the  papers  by  thofe  fort  of  writers^ 
Though  it  happened  many  years  before  the 
period  I  am  upon,  yet  it  will  not  be  the  lefs 
a-propos  here. 

During  the  memorable  run  of  "  Romeo^ 
"  and  Jiiliet,'*  at  Drury-I^ane,  the  late  Sir 
John  Hill,  who  had  not  at  that  time  beer* 
knighted,  was  the  editor  of  a  News-Paper.. 
I  think  it  was  called  the  "  Infpeftor,"  but 
am  not  fure.  In  that  paper,  he  did  me  the 
honour  to  be  very  lavifh  in  my  praife  ;  for 
which  I  gave  him  credit,  as  I  had  not  thera 
the  pleifureto  know  him. 

L'poii  my  return  to  Covcnt-Garden,  he^ 
one  evening,  fwam  into  the  Green  Room, 
during  the  reprefentation  of  that  play,  and 
when  I  was  called  to  go  to  the  balcony,  the 
fcene  on  which  he  had  been  moil  exuberant 
in  his  eulogiums,  he  greatly  aftonifhed  me 
by  faying,  "  Imufl  go  and  fee  it  j  fori  hear 
"  it  is  the  fineft  piece  of  aftingin  the  whole 
«*  ^performance."     I  could  not  relift  turning 

back 
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back  to  aik  him  if  he  had  not  wrote  a  critique^' 
upon  it.  To  which  he  replied,  with  a  be- 
coming nofi  chalence,  that  he  had  written  it 
from  what  he  heard  at  the  Bedford,  anci 
never  tiU  that  evening  had  an  opportunity 
of  feeing  it. 

As  "  Romeo  and  Juliet,"  was  a  ftanding^ 
difh  at  both  theatres,  at  that  period^  for  two 
years  running,  it  might  be  fuppofed  that  all 
the  critiques  of  that  gentleman,,  as  well  as- 
the  fraternity  in  general,  were  equally  the 
refult  of  obfervation  and  judgement..  In- 
deed I  believe  moft  of  the  praife  or  cenfure 
we  read  in  the  papers,  is  put  in  by  the  par- 
tizans  or  enemies  of  the  performers.  Except 
in  new  pieces  ;  when  the  editors  think,  it 
their  duty  to  give  the  public,  with  an  ac- 
count of  the  performxance,  the  merits  or  de- 
merits of  the  adtors  and  aftrelfes. 

Excufe  this  long  digrcllion.  I  will  now 
return  to  my  narrative, — This  fummer,!  was, 
not  only  difengaged  from  the  theatre,  but 
from  my  employment  at  Co'mte  Hajlang^s* 
Which  was  occafioned  by  the  following  cir- 
cumftance.  I  had  borrowed  fome  time  be- 
fore, forty  guineas  of  Mr.  IFoodzvard  to  pay 
his  coal-merchant.  For  though  I  would  not 
receive  any  pecuniary  favours  from  that  gen- 
tleman myfelf,  I  made  no  fcruple  to  borrow 
of  him  to  accom.modate  others.  Mr,  ffood- 
ward  having  nov/  occafion  for  the  money,- 
and  it  not  being  in  my  power  to  repay  it,  I 

applied 
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applied  to  the  Comte  for  it.  His  Excellency 
told  me,  he  had  not  that  fum  by  him,  but 
referred  me  to  Mrs.  Myers.  You  muft  know, 
that  this  lady,  who  was  the  widow  of  his 
valet  de  chambre,  had  been  his  honfekeeper, 
but  at  this  period  was  translated  to  the  high 
office  of  being  his  govSrnante.  For  as  his 
lordihip  was  immerfed  in  politics,  the  court, 
the  club,  and  public  places,  he  had  not  time 
to  manage  himfelf.  '''-.^f^Vf 

Being  thus  referred  to  her,  I  fcnt  to  fpeak' 
with  her  in  the  antichamber,  through  which 
all  the  people  of  fafhion  pafs  to  go  to  the 
chapel  gallery.  No  pen  can  defcribe  the 
ludicrous  fcene  that  pafled  upon  the  occa- 
fion.  Let  it  fuffice  to  fay,  that  the  lady  had 
no  objedion  to  a  few  oaths,  and  that  fhe 
fpoke  plain  Englifh.  At  firft  it  afforded  di- 
verfion  to  the  gentlemen  who  happened  to 
be  paffing  through  the  room.  But,  at  laft, 
provoked  by  fome  words  I  unfortunately  let 
drop,  fhe  poured  fuch  a  torrent  of  grofs 
abufe  upon  her  lord  and  benefadlor,  that  I 
took  myfelf  off.  And  at  the  fame  time  took 
fuch  an  averfion  to  her,  that  I  declined 
going  to  the  houfe;  nor  did  I  ever  officiate 
more. 

I  now  determined  to  retire  to  my  houfe  at 
Strand  on  the  Green,  and  wait  the  iflue  of 
whatever  fhould  happen.  In  a  fliort  time  I 
received  a  vifit  from  Mr.  Cook,  a  gentleman 
belonging  to  a  particular  department  in  the 

theatre, 
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theatre,  who  told  me,  he  was  forty  to  be  the 
meffenger  of  unwelcome  news,  but  he  came 
from  Mr,  Colman  to  inform  me,  that  if  I 
would  accept  ofy/A'  pounds  a  week,  he  would 
engage  me;  if  not,  he  lliould  no  longer 
look  upon  me  as  one  of  the  company. 

1  could  ill  brook  this  meffnge,  as  it  was 
adding  an  infult  to  an  affront.  Had  Mr, 
Colman  fent  me  a  difcharge,  it  would  have 
carried  with  it  more  of  that  candour  by 
which  his  adlions  are  generally  guided. 
But  as  I  had  certainly  treated  that  gentle- 
man ill,  I  did  not  complain.  Confcious  of 
my  error,  I  hope  he  will  forgive  me  when  I 
declare,  that  I  have  fhot  my  arrow  o'er  my 
head,  which  has  recoiled  and  only  hurtmy- 
felf. 

Mr,  Harris  called  upon  me  that  day  or  the 
next,  and  feemed  much  hurt  at  the  affair. 
He  confoled  me  with  the  hopes  of  the  fuit 
being  foon  ended  ;  when,  he  allured  me, 
that  I  fhould  be  reinftatcd  in  my  former 
fituation. 

A  coolnefs  had  now  taken  place  between 
Mr.  n\)odzvardy  who  boarded  with  me  at 
Strand,  and  Mr,  Hook,  about  fome  ad- 
vice the  latter  had  given  relative  to  a 
benefit.  This  was  a  fevere  flroke  upon  me, 
as  it  produced  the  fame  effc<a:  between  the 
family  and  myfelf.  My  regard  was  lincere, 
and  was  increafed  by  obligation. 

I  had  bred  up  a  near  relation  (a  nephew,) 

from 
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from  an  infant,  in  a  manner  which 
would  be  neceflary  to  make  him  appear  as 
a  gentleman,  in  which  line  I  had  then  rea- 
fon  to  believe  I  Ihould  be  able  to  maintaia 
him.  He  was  at  Wcftminfter,  v/asplaced  in' 
one  of  the  firft  boarding  houfes,  and  ena- 
bled to  keep  company  with  the  principal 
boys  in  the  fchool,  not  only  for  q-nality 
but  genius  ;  to  whom  he  fecmed  10  give 
the  preference.  Among  thefe,  the  Rev.. 
Mr.  Hayes,  and  T'oung  Foyii/ion  of  DoBor  Ford,, 
both  poiTeffed  of  fhining  parts,,  were  hi& 
particular  intimates. 

The  alteration  which  had  taken  pkee 
in  my  circumftances  rendered  an  alteration 
in  his  mode  of  ediKation  needfuL  I  there- 
fore wrote  to  my  mother,  when  I  was  in. 
Scotland,  defiring  her  to  take  him  from 
Weftminfber,  and  place  him  where  he  might 
"learn  arithmetick.  She  accordingly  did  {o, 
and  I  regularly  fent  the  money  to  pay  th.e 
expences.  My  young  gentleman^s  pride  was 
much  hurt  by  this  arrangement;  but  as  ilir.. 
fVoodward  had  taken  him  to  live  at  cham- 
bers with  him,  and  indulged  him  in  what 
he  thought  requiiite,  we  never  came  to  aa 
explanation  till  the  lall  winter.. 

I  then  informed  him,  that  I  had  found  a 
capital  houfe  in  the  city  that  was  willing  ta 
receive  him.  To  which  he  replied,  with 
all  the  confequence  thatw^ould  have  become; 
a  Duke  had  he  been  infultcd,.  that  I  might 

have 
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liave  faved  myfelf  the  trouble ;  for  I  had 
bred  him  as  a  gentleman,  and  fnonld  fup- 
port  him  as  fuch.  His  infolence  aggravat- 
ing me,  I  afkcd  him  with  a  fupercilious 
fmile,  why  he  did  not  fly  and  requeft  the 
intercft  of  his  fchool-fellow.  Sir  JVatkyn 
Williams  Wynne,  of  whofe  acquaintance  he 
beafted  fo  much  ?  His  anfwer  was,  before 
ho  would  be  a  wretched  dependent  upon  any 
man  on  earth,  he  would  wait  till  he  was  of 
age  to  be  inlilled,  and  prefer  carrying  a 
mufquer. 

The  fpirit  of  the  boy  pleafed  me;  and 
from  that  hour  I  refolved  not  to  curb  it.  He 
was  a  great  favourite  in  Mr.  Hook's  family  ; 
and  as  that  gentleman  is  poflclfcd  of  one  of 
the  beft  of  hearts,  in  addition  to  his  other 
qualifications,  it  was  not  long  before  he  ob- 
tained for  my  nephew  a  brevet  in  the  ho- 
nourable the  Eail-India  Company's  fervice 
at  Bombay. 

The  difficulty  was,  how  to  fit  him  out. 
As  my  finances  were  but  in  an  indifferent 
fituation,  I  was  obliged  to  try  my  credit. 
And  failing  in  that,  to  the  amount  of  about 
eighty  or  ninety  pounds,  I  applied  to  Mr, 
Woodzvard,  who  faid  he  would  advance  the 
money  upon  his  bond ;  as  he  well  knew, 
though  a  minor,  his  principles  and  honour 
were  fuch  as  he  could  depend  upon. 

My  worthy  friend  Mr.  Hook  nowintro-' 
duced    him   to   a   gentleman  of   the  India 

Houfe 
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Houfe  named  Corbetti  who  not  only  lent 
him  twelve  guineas,  but  fpoke  to  a  Captain 
in  his  favour,  and  Ihowed  him  uncommon 
civilities.  Beiides  this  teflimony  of  friend- 
ftiipi  I  was  indebted  to  Mr.  Hook  the  fum  of 
forty  pounds,  which  I  am  forry  to  fay  ftill 
remains  unpaid.  Thefe  circumftances  un- 
doubtedly made  me  feel  this  coolnefs,  more 
feverely  than  otherwife  I  Ihould  have  done. 
And  I  do,  not  know  that  any  deprivation  of 
feeing  real  friends  ever  gave  me  fuch  feniible 
pain. 

But  thefe  revolutions  in  friendihips  are,  I 
.fee,  as  certain  and  unavoidable,  as  the  com- 
mon viciffitudes  in  all  human  affairs.  Even 
thofe  which  appear  to  be  the  firmeft  found- 
ed ;  which  have  a  fimilarity  of  fentiment 
and  difpofition  for  their  bafis  ;  are  not  fome- 
times  proof  againft  the  feebleft  blalls  of 
difcord.-T-How  finely  has  my  immortal  poet 
defcribed  this  frailty,  and  confirmed  the 
foregoing  obfervation*. 

*'  Oh  !  world,  thy  flippcry  turns!  friends 

now  fad  fvv^orn, 
'*  Whofe  double  bofoms  feem  to  wear  one 

heart, 
**  Whofe  hours,  whofe  bed,  whofe  meal, 

and  exercife, 
**  Are   flill    together;    who    twine,     as 

'twere,  in  love  • 

,    '^  Unfeparable;  fliall  within  this  hour, 

<«  On 

*  Codolanus,  Ad,  IV.  Scene  III. 
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**  Oiva  diffenfion  of  a  doit,  break  out 
**  To  bitter  eiimity," 

At  the  conclufion  of  the  fiimmer,  Mr-. 
IVoodzvoird  engaged  with  his  former  oppo- 
nent, Foote,  to  go  to  Scotland,  and  to  play 
during  the  fummer  at  the  little  theatre.  As 
I  had  now  no  bufinefs  to  call  me  to  town,  I 
determined  to  remain  at  Strand,  and  divert; 
myfclf  with  books,  birds,  and  writing.  I 
began  a  comedy.  But  unfortunately-,  Thalia 
had  no  fooner  honoured  me  with  a  vifit,  than 
fhe  was  obliged  fuddenly  to  decamp,  upon 
account  of  the  return  of  a  far  more  difagrec- 
abic  vilitant,  the  pain  in  my  fide,  A  gucft 
with  whofe  intrufions  I  had  long  been  trou- 
bled; and  of  whom,  notwithftanding  all  my 
endeavours,  I  could  not  totally  get  rid. 
This  obliged  me  to  come  to  town,  as  I  had 
no  opinion  of  any  of  the  phyfical  gentlemen 
hwt  Mr,  Adair,  to  whofe  fkill  and  unremitting 
attention  I  had  been  frequently  indebted. 

I  had  now  no  dependence  but  on  Comte 
Hajlang's  promifed  friendfhip,  and  a  few 
jewels,  the  reiidls  of  Mifs  Meredith's  lega- 
cy; the  very  thoughts  of  parting  from 
which,  almoft  broke  my  heart.  Notwith- 
flanding  this,  I  wrote  to  a  lady,  without 
confidering  her  tafle  for  expencc,  and  the 
contra(fted  flate  of  my  finances,  to  procure 
me  a  lodging  for  a  few  weeks,  for  myfelf 

VOL.  IV.  O  and 
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and  one  maid  fervant.  Accordingly  I  fet 
•off  the  next  day,  leaving  the  cook,  gardener, 
and  footman.,  to  take  care  of  my  treafure  at 
;Strand.  ~  '"-f^  ^^ 

At  the  time  Mr.  IVoodzvard  firft  made  the 
propofal  to  board  with  me,  he  had  laid  in 
wine,  coals,  candles,  &c.  &c.  and  infilled 
(as  he  had  engaged  for  a  year^  and  as  he 
Jioped  I  would  permit  him  to  return  in  the 
--fummer)  upon  paying  the  whole  fum  he  had 
:agreed  for,  notwithftanding  his  abfencc.  Ali 
falfe  pundilio  ceafed  upon  this  occafion;  and 
'when  he  fet  off  fc-r  Scotland,  he  left  me  the 
^quarter's  money^  together  with  all  his  writ- 
ings in  a  ftrong  box.. 

Being  unwilling  to  hazard  a  d^pofit  of 
tfuch  importance  in  the  country,  whilft  I  was 
away,  I  took  this  box  wnth  m«To  town.  And 
finding  a  ray  of  my  ufual  prefentiment  crofs 
my  mind,  juft  as  I  arrived  in  London,  I  in- 
ffantly  determined  that  I  would  not  take  it 
to  Airs.  Moore^Sj  (the  Lady  I  had  wrote  to) 
though  file  lived  in  ftlle,  and  kept  a  number 
of  fervants.  I  therefore  fi:opt  atM'.  Co/Za-'s, 
inGrofvenor-fi:reetj  and  left  it  providentially 
in  his  care. 

When  I  arrived  in  South  Audley-fiireet,  I 
found  i\fJ\c.  Mcore  extremely  ill,  lying  upon 
a  couch  in  her  dreffing-room,  which  v^as  to- 
wards the  fireet.  her  beff  rooms  being  back- 
wards. She  informed  me^  that  her  woman 
had' taken  a  lodging  for  me,  agreeable  to 

my 
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my  requeft  ;  and  that  it  was  in  Leicefter- 
^reet,  at  two  guineas  a  week-  This  intelli- 
gence flartkd  me,  as  I  was  miftrcfs  of  but 
nine  guineas  ;  and  thofe  were  all  I  was  cer- 
tain of,  till  L  Ihould  receive  Mr.  fVooikvard'^' 
quarter  at  Chriftmas. 

Mrs,  Moore  iniiiled  upon  my  flaying  the 
night.  And  indeed  her  illnefs  induced  to  do 
this,  as  fhe  would  not  fuffer  any  body  to  fit 
up  with  her ;.  and  her  bed  was  one  of  the- 
daughters  of  the  bed-of  IFare.  You  know  fup- 
per  is  my  only  meal ;  therefore  when  the 
lady  retired  to  her  repofe,  I  had  the  cloth 
laid,  and  a  nobleman,  who  had  called  in  up- 
on a  vifir,  walked  about  the  room  while  I  ate 
it.  About  twelve,  his  Lordfhip  left  me^ 
Upon  hearing  a  loud  knock  at  the  door,  imr 
mediately  after,  I  rang  to  enquire  what  oc- 
Gaiioned  it ;  when  the  butler  informed  me, 
that  the  noble  viiitor  had  met  fome  ill-look- 
ing fellows,  at  the  corner  of  the  ftreet,  who, 
upon  his  telling  them  he  feared  they  were 
upon  no  good,  one  replied,  "  Go  home,  my 
**  Lord,  and  be  fatisfied  there  is  no  harm  in- 
^  tended  you".  This  induced  his  Lordfhip 
to  return,  in  order  to  take  a  flick  he  had  feen 
in  the  hall,  as  he  pafled  through  it,  by  way 
of  defence. 

As  r  generally  read  till  I  am  fleepy,  I  took 

up  a  book  with  me  into  the  bed-chamber, 

and  employed  myfelf  in  that  manner  till  I 

heard  the  clock  ftrike  two.     I  then  went 

Q  2  into- 
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.into  bed;  and  I  haxl  not  been  laid  down  ftre 
minutes  before  I  heard  a  great  noife  in  the 
houle.  Very  fortunately  for  me  l:his  hap- 
pened after  I  was  undreffed,  otherwife  I 
Jhould  have  gone  to  have  checked  the  fer- 
vants  for  diHurbing  their  lady,  at  a  time 
when  ilie  was  fo  much  indifpofed.  This  was 
a  liberty  I  Ihouid  have  taken  at  the  houfe 
even  of  a  common  acquaintance,  and  much 
more  herCj  where  1  could  be  as  free  as  in  my 
own. 

In  a   moment  I  heard  the  door   of  our 

chamber  open,  and  perceived  a  great  glare 

of  light.     Upon  which  Mrs.  Moore  flatted 

up,   and  faid,  Mary !  Maty!  imagining  it  t& 

be  her  maid.     When  we  inflantly  heard  a 

j^. horrid  deep  voice,    crying,   "  Lye  flill,  or  I 

v.."  wdil  murder  you."     Another  exclamation 

.  of  the  fame  nature  fucceeded,  and  fo  on  to  a 

lixth.     In  fhort,  there  was  fuch  a  climax  of 

murderous  threats,  that  I  verily  believe  they 

had  lludied  their  leflbns  to  aggravate  our 

fears.- 

They  now  fet  about  ranfacking  the  draw- 
ers, and  employed  themfelves  in  packing  up 
everything  that  was  portable.  As  the  room 
looked  into  the  garden,  and  from  its  large- 
nefs  could  contain  many  chells,  they  had 
leifure  to  continue  this  employment  for  a 
iull  hour;  when  they  retired.  You  may  be 
fure  we  lay  flill  and  mute  during  the  whole 
of  this  tranfadion;  and  we  were  nov/  in  hopes 

that 
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that  we   had  got   rid  of  our  dreadful  vi-- 
fitors. 

We  were,  however,  mlftaken.  For  one  of 
them  immediately  returned,  with  a  light  in 
one  hand  and  a  piftol  in  the  other,  and  drew 
back  the  curtain.  Mrs.  Moore  now,  for  the 
firft  time,  broke  lilence,  crying,  "  You  will 
"  not  murder  us  !"  The  wretch  feemcd  to 
deliberate  a  sood  while  before  he  anfwered. 
At  length,  after  a  long  paufe,  he  replied, 
"  No  !"  Upon  which  my  companion  con- 
tinued, "  Nor  will  you  murder  any  of 
"  thole  who  belong  to  me,  will  you  r"  Tq 
this  he  returned,  without  any  hefitation, 
'^  No  !"  At  that  inftant  a  watchman's  rat- 
tle was  heard,  when  the  fellow  threw  down 
his  pillol,  and  ran  away.  Though  I  had 
heard  diflinftly  all  that  pafl,  I  had  not  feen 
any  of  thefe  manceuvres  ;  for,  in  my  fright, 
Thad  crept  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  bed, 
where  I  lay  more  dead  than  alive.  But, 
upon  the  fellow's  retiring,  I  rc-airumed  my 
p.] ace  upon  my  pillow. 

The  means,  by  which  the  ruffians  had  been 
diHurbed,  were-  as  follow.  The  houfekeeper 
lay  in  the  front  garret ;  and  having  capti- 
vated the  butler,  he  had  opened  his  trenches 
in  an  honourable  wav  before  her.  Hearing; 
the  noife,  fhe  imagined  it  was  her  enamorato, 
who,  having  got  a  glafs  too  much,  which 
was  fometimes  the  cafe,  was  blundering  up 
to-  her  room.  Th'  "'Miucing  htr  to  lOok 
O  3  over 
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over  the  bannillers,  as  k  was  a  well-ftaircafe, 
Ihe  faw  the  troop  of  thieves,  each  with  a 
light  and  a  piftol,  enter  her  lady's  room. 
Seeing  this,  fhe  went  into  the  balcony,  where 
ilie  waited  till  the  watchman  came  his 
rounds,  and  then  gave  the  alarm. 

The  watchman  obferved,  that  the  lampf 
had  been  taken  out  of  the  glafs  globe  at  the 
door,  and  that  the  window  over  it  was  open. 
This  had  been  left  fo  by  the  carelelTnefs 
of  the  houlemaid.  As  foon  as  the  watch- 
man obferved  this,  he  made  ufe  of  his  rat- 
tle, which  fo  frightened  the  fellows,  that 
dropping  their  booty,  they  each  Ihifted  for 
himfelf.  The  man  who  had  returned  to 
our  room  finding  himfelf  alone,  made  his 
way  into  the  garden,  and  leapt  into  the 
next  area.  Where  after  hiding  fome  trin* 
kets  which  he  had  feereted  from  his  af- 
fociates,  he  was  taken  by  Colonel  Builer's 
fervants. 

Being  delivered  by  them  to  the  watch- 
men, who  by  this  rime  were  affemblcd  in 
a  confiderable  body,  on  promife  of  lenity 
he  gave  information  where  his  compani- 
ons were  to  be  met  with.  And  five  more 
of  them  were  taken.  Two  others, '  who 
had  been  left  as  a  guard  over  ATrs.  Moore's 
nien  fervants,  by  being  near  the  Garden, 
had  found  means  to  make  their  efcapc 
One  of  thefe  two,  whilft  he  was  fecuring 
the  butler,  informed  him  that  one  of  the 

gang 
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gang  wanted  to  flab  the  nobleman  as  he 
went  out;  but  a  youth  who  was  but  ju(t 
returned  from  tranfpcrtation,.  and  had  only: 
ioined  them  that  day,  had  objedled  to  their." 
committing  murder.  The  butler  hearing 
his  miilrefs,  juft  then,  fcream,  he  laid: 
to  the  fame  man,  *'  I  hope  they  are 
"  not  murthering  my  niillrefs  ?"  To  which, 
the  fellow  replied,  "  I  hope  fo  too ;  but 
*'  one  of  them  is  a  bloody  dog.  And? 
"  had  I  money  to  go  abroad,  I  would  Itave 
"  them."  This  he  probably  did,  as  he 
was  one  of  thofe  who  made  their  efcape,. 
and  has  not  been   heard  of  fince,- 

In  the  morning,  all  the  fix  were  brought 
for  Mrs.  Moore  to  fwear  to  the  perfon  that 
had  come  with  the  piflol  to  her  bedfide. 
Upon  feeing  them,  flie  fixed  on  the  youth, 
before-mentioned,  who  was  quite  an  agree- 
able lad.  As  fhe  was  about  to  take  the 
oath,  he  told  her  to  be  cautious  of  what  fhe 
was  going  to  do,  as  an  oath  was  a  very  Jhcred 
bufinefs..  An  admonition,  which,  as  it  came 
from  one  of  that  calling,  feemed  to  aflonifh 
all  prefent.  As  for  myfelf,  I  was  not  at 
Mrs.  Moore's  when  the  cavalcade  arrived. 
For  I  no  fooner  heard  of  their  approach, 
than  I  ran  over  to  the  Neapolitan  ambaf- 
fador's,  where  I  remained  till  they  were  gone. 
Though  I  needed  not  to  have  been  afraid  of 
being  called   upon,   as  my  teftimony  could 

have 
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have  been  of  no  manner  of  ufe,  from  my  h'a- 
ving  played  leaft  in  fight. 

To  make  Ihort  of  my  Itory,  which  I  fear 
you  think  already  too  long ;  five  of  the 
wretches  who  had  occafioned  our  fright 
were  executed.  And  the  yoath,  in  whofe 
behalf  fome  favourable  circumftances  ap- 
peared, was  once  more  tranfported.-  What 
made  his  cafe  the  more  pitiable  was,  that 
he  belonged  to  •  a  family  of  fome  opu- 
lence and  credit.-  I  have  fince  been  in- 
formed, that  his  fi'fter' at  that  very  time: 
rode  in  her-coach  and  fix. 

It  will  be  necelTary,  that  1  fliould  juil 
acquaint  you  with  th^e  circumftances  which 
occafioned  this  robbery,  as  they  too  of- 
ten arife  from  fimilar  imprudences.  Mrs.' 
Moore's  huiler  had  been  fent  into  the  city 
to  receive  a  confiderable  fum  of  money, 
which  he  had  depofited  in '  a  canvas  bag. 
As  the  amount  was  all  in  gold,  except 
one  thirty  pound  note,  it  made  a  figure.. 
Before  he  got  home,  he  called  at  a  pub- 
lic houfe  in  the  neighbourhood  for  a  pint 
of  porter.  Whether  he  was  really  tired  of 
his  load,  or  from  a  motive  of  oftentation 
to  Ihew  his  treafure,  he  fet  the  bag  that 
contained  it  upon  the  table.  One  of  the 
fellows  who  afterwards  broke  into  his  mif- 
treffes's  houfe,  happening  to  fit  near  him^ 
upon  obferving  the  butler's  load,  afked  him, 
with  an  appearance  of  furprize,  whether 
that   was  all  gold  ?     To  which  the  butler 

wifelj 
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Wifely  replied  in  the  afFirmative  ;  and  not 
content  with  this,  opened  the  bag  to  con- 
vince him.  From  that  hour  the  houfe  was 
watched  ;  and  on  the  Sunday  night  follov/- 
ing,  the  very  night  my  ill  fate  drove  me 
to  ileep  there,  they  found  means  to  efiedt 
their  pnrpofes. 

Your  wicked  wits  have  faid,  in  ridicule 
to  our  fex,  that  a  woman's  poftfcript  is  gene- 
rally longer  than  the  letter  itfelf.  I  think 
I  Hand  fome  chance  of  incurring  the  fame 
reflcd:ion  for  my  ftory  telling;  the  addi- 
tions feeming  likely  to  be  more  prolix 
than  the  ftory  itfelf,  prolix  as  it  has  been. 
I  cannot,  however,  help  giving  you  an  in- 
ftance  of  infenfibility  it  produced,  which 
is  as  extraordinary  as  any  I  ever  heard 
of. 

The  nobleman  who  had  fallen  in  with 
the  thieves  the  night  of  the  robbery,  went 
to  Newgate  to  fee  them.  When,  the  youth,. 
I  have  been  fpeaking  of,  accofted  his  lord- 
Ihip,  and,  with  as  much  unconcern  as  if  he 
had  been  an  indifferent  perfon,  faid,  "  If 
"  you  pleafe,  my  lord,  I  will  ftiew  you  the  fe- 
*^  Ions."  And  upon  his  lordfhip's  enquiring 
of  him,  why  they  did  not  rob  him,  as- 
they  had  fo  favourable  an  opportunity  ? 
he  told  him,  there  were  two  reafons  for 
it ;  the  one  was,  becaufe  they  had  better 
game   in  view,     as  they  always  preferred 

waiting: 
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waiting  upon  the  ladies  ta  the  gentlemen  ;: 
and  the  other  was,  that  officers  in  the 
guards,  (you  muft  obferve  that  his  lord- 
Ihip  was  perfonally  known  by  them)  were 
faid  to  have  fo  many  calls  for  their  mo- 
ney, that  they  feldom  carried  much  abouft 
them ;  fo  that  the  attack  would  have  been- 
attended  with  certain  danger,  and  an  un- 
certain profit  ;  which  it  would  have  been 
imprudent  to  hazard. 

When  the  news  of  the  robt^ery  was  fpread 
abroad,  the  houfe  was  like  a  fair.  I  therefore 
took  my  leave  of  Mrs.  Moore,  on  the  Mon- 
day evening,  and  went  to  my  new  lodg-^ 
■ings  ;  for  I  really  believe  I  could  never 
hsive  Jlept  in  the  houfe,  had  I  continued  in; 
it  for  ever. 

To  what  an  immoderate  length,  has  this 
robbery  obliged  me  to  extend,  my  prefent* 
letter  ;  for  it  would  have  left  your  curiofity 
in  a  difagreeable  fufpence,.  had  I,  "  like 
**  Butler's  ftory  of  the  Bear  and  Fiddle,  be- 

''  gan and    broke  off  in   the  middle.'*^ 

Could  I  have  forefeen  when  I  iirft  entered" 
upon  it,  that  it  would  have  fo  much  ex- 
tended: my  ufua!  bounds,  I  believe  I  fhould' 
havQ'  totally  omitted  it. — But  as  I  was,, 
though  the  greatefl  part  of  the  time  aninvi' 
Jible  performer,  fo  capital  a  one  in  the 
piece ;  and  the  impreffion  made  on  my 
mind  by  the  Ihocking   reprefentation  will: 

neven 
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•never    be   eradicated,    I  could  not  pafs  it 
■over  in  filencc. 


LETTER         xc, 

Dec.    15,  i;— 

WHEN  I  got  to  my  new  lodgings,   I 
found  that  my  maid  who  had  come 
Tjp  in    the  ftage,    was  arrived    there,    and 
hadbrought  the  things  I  fhoiild  want.    Un- 
lukily   for  me  in  the  prefent    ilate   of  my 
finances,  the  perfon  that  kept  the  houfe  had 
been    accuilomcd    to  provide   every   nccef- 
fary    for  her  lodgers.      This   however  was 
convenient  for  me,  as  my  hand  maid,   who 
was  pretty,  for  you  know  I  cannot  be  fatis- 
■fied    if.  thofe  about    me  are  only  paffable 
could  do  little  elfe  but  drefs  me'  and  work 
■<it  her  needle.      I  therefore  was  oblio-edto 
■accept  of  her  proffered   fcrvice,   though  it 
was  attended  with  an  extraordinary  expence. 
His  Excellency    Co^jife  Hajlang    now  fent 
mt  the  money  he   had   promifcd  me  ;  and 
which    I    had  almoll  given  over,  as  there 
were    three    months    due.      Mr,    tVoodzvard 
hearmg  of  the  robbery,   fent  me  immedi^ 
atcly  a  draft  upon  a  printer  in  Fleet  ftreet, 
whole  name  I  have  forgot.     As   I  was  too 
ill   to. go  with  it  myfclf,  I  fent  to    Strand 
tor  my  footboy  to    come  to  town ;  for  I 

found 
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found  it  inconvenient  to  be  without  him, 
and  my  kind  landlady  offered  me  a  bed  for 
him,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  I  underltood 
it    was  to  be   gratis. 

When  he  came  to  town,  I  knt  him  with 
the  bill   for  acceptance.     As  he   was  going 
into    the    city    for   this   purpofe,    attracted 
by  the  warbling  of  a    fyren    in  Leiccfter- 
fields,    he  itood  among  a  group  of  gaping  - 
auditors   to  liften.     When  one  of  the  nim- 
ble fingered  gentry  eafed  him  of  his  handker- 
chief,   and    at  the  fa^me  time  of  the  bill, 
which  the  wifeacre    had   carefully  tied   up 
in  the  corner  of  it.  \  In  confequence  of  this 
lofs  he  was    afraid  to  return.      Wonderino- 
what  could  detain  hmi,  I  was  not  a  little  un- 
eafy ;   not  from   any  apprehenfion   for   my 
treafure,    you    know    me  too  well  to  fup- 
pofe  that   could  give   me  a  moment's  un- 
eafinefs,    but    from  my  fervant's   being    a 
country   lad,  and  totally  unacquainted  with 
the  city.      He,    however,  at    length   came 
home,    and    wdth   a  long  face  told   me  his 
piteous  tale.      Upon  which  I  thought  it  ne- 
ceffary    to   fend    a  note   to  the  perfon   on 
whom   the  bill  was  drawn,  to  acquaint  him 
of  the  accident.     And  whether  the  thief  was 
apprehenfive  of  prefenting  it,    or  faw  the 
lad  coming  out,   I  cannot  fay,  but  it  was 
never  heard  of  more.      Luckily  I  did  not 
juft  at  that  time- {land  in  need  of  the  mo- 
nev, 

Uy 
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My  health  being  re-cflablifhed  by  the  af- 
fiftance  pf  my  worthy  friend  Afr.  Adair,  L 
went  frequently  to  my  houfe  at  Strand, 
where  the  inhabitants  are  moftly  fifhermen. 
My  honeft  neighbours  expreffed  the  greateft 
fatisfadtion  whenever  they  faw  me.  And 
as  even  feeming  regard  is  pleafing,  though 
from  ftrangers ;  and  the  refidence  where  you 
fuppofe  yourfelf  loved,  always  has  the  pre- 
ference ;  I  chofe  to  fpend  my  Chriftmas 
there.  When  I  came  to  refle<ft  on  the  nar- 
row efcape  Mr,  Pfoodzvard's  box  of  writings 
had  met  with,  I  could  not  but  congratulate 
myfelf  on  my  having  depoiited  them  in  a 
phice  of  fafety.  Had  they  been  loft  I  Ibould 
never  have  forgiven  myfelf,  though  no 
blame  could  have  been  imputed  to  me,  as 
atruft  of  fuch  confequence  would  have  af- 
fedted  me  iniinitv^ly  more  than  if  it  had  been 
my  own. 

I  had  at  this  time  frequent  vifits  from  M\ 
Hiirris;  and  fometimes  from  Mr»  Leake,  who 
had  purchafed  a  part  of  Mr,  Rutherford's 
Ihare,  as  he  had  been  obliged  to  difpofc  of 
his  fourth.  In  thcfe  interviews,  I  v/as  af- 
fured  that  no  reconciliation  fliould  take 
place  without  my  being  made  a  party,  I 
foon  found  London  too  expeniive  for  me. 
I  therefore  difcharged  my  lodging,  and  re- 
turned to  take  up  my  abode  entirely  in  my 
little  rural  refidence.  I  foon  found  that  I 
could  live  infinitely  chenpcr  there  than  in 

VOL.  IV'.  P  Leiccftcr- 
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Leiceflcr-ftreet.  For  the  good  lady  whofe 
apartments  had  been  taken  for  me,  having 
been  aecuflomed  to  good  lodgers  and  good 
livmg,  to  (how  her  tafte,  generally  provided 
enough  to  ferve  the  whole  family,  company 
and  all ;  notwirhftanding  I  every  day  fent 
down  w^^ord  that  I  never  eat  but  of  one  diih. 
This  was  attended  with  an  expence  I  could 
by  no  means  afford;  and  not  being  able  to 
fliut  my  ears  any  longer  to  the  whifpers  of 
prudence,  I  determined  on  a  removal. 

Though  I  thus  lived  in  retirement  and 
folitude,  not  a  moment  palTed  without  fome 
employment;  for  it  is  that  alone  which  can 
make  life  fupportable.  How  have  I  been 
furprized  to  hear  people  complaining  of 
time's  hanging  heavy  on  their  hands ! — For 
my  own  part,  I  have  often,  very  often, 
^'  chid  the  hafly-footed  time"  for  flying  fo 
faft. — The  complaints  of  having  nothing 
to  do,  is  fuch  a  vulgarifm,  that  I  wonder 
any  perfons,  who  make  the  leaft  pretence  to 
gentility,  can  degrade  themfelves  by  the 
acknowledgement. — Thus  beautifully  has 
my  much  regretted  friend  Thomfon,  *  paint- 
ed the  ftate  of  thofe  who  truly  enjoy  life. 

*'  An  elegant  fufficiency,  content, 

**  Retirement,  rural  quiet,  friendfbip,  books, 

"  Eafe  and  alternate  labour,  ufeful  life, 

it  ProgrelTive virtue, and approvingHeavcn. 

*  Thomfon's  Sni ino-,     Line  :  1 58. 
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This  is  ajuft  /ketch  of  the  fuprcmcft  happi- 
nels  this  fublunary  Hate  will  admit  oi.  Un- 
Icfs  every  hour  be  employed  in  Tome  ufeful 
concern  or  innocent  amufement,  life  can- 
not be  faid  to  be  enjoyed. — The  idle  only 
exifl ;  the  bufy  live. 

About  this  period,  I  received  a  note  from 
Mr.  Foote^  who  was  lately  returned  from 
Scotland,  informing  me,  that  he  had  left 
Mr.  IFoodzvard  well,  and  had  taken  for  him 
a  houfe,  near  his  own,  at  Little  Chelfea.  He 
defired  I  would  go  to  look  at  it,  and  get  it 
in  readinefs  for  his  reception  at  his  return; 
which  would  be  in  a  month  or  fix  weeks. 
He  then  requefted  to  fee  me,  as  his  theatre 
was  ready  to  receive  me;  which  he  would 
do  with  open  arms,  fhould  an  engagement 
be  agreeable  to  me. 

I  accordingly  went  to  fee  the  houfe,  but 
found  it  only  a  hovel;  and  very  inconve- 
nient, but  for  a  perfon  who  had  another  ha- 
bitation, and  kept  this  only  to  fave  appear- 
ances. As  I  was  Icnfible  there  could  be  no 
duplicity  in  Mr.  ff^ooiizvarLfs  charadcr,  yet  as, 
at  the  fame  time,  I  knew  he  could  not  be 
without  the  afliftance  of  perfons  of  the  fa- 
culty, I  declined  having  any  thing  to  do  in 
the  affair.  In  the  fame  letter  which  con- 
veyed to  Mr.  Foote  my  fentiments  on  that 
head,  I  thanked  him  for  his  kind  offer,  but 
told  him  that  neither  my  health  nor  fpirits 
would  permit  me  to  accept  of  it. 

P  2  Indeed 
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Indeed  the  former  was  reftored  to  a  tole- 
rable ilate;  but  as  for  m}^  fpirits,  thofe 
fpirks  which  you  have  fo  often  admired, 
which  the  firit  geniufes  of  the  age  have  con- 
defcended  to  be  pleafed  with,  and  "  which 
**  have  fo  often  fet  the  table  in  a  roar,"  they 
were  gone,  gone  I  fear,  for  ever.  In  this 
iallen  fituation,  v/hat  figure  could  I  hope  to 
make  with  that  fon  of  laughter,  our  mo- 
dern Ariftophanes  !  Beiides,  the  hopes  I 
had  of  being  again  retained  in  the  fervice  of 
the  mufe  I  had  fo  long  had  the  honour  of 
reprefenting  with  fuccefs,  would  have  pre- 
vented me,  had  I  been  in  a  vein  to  play  the 
jirft fiddle,  as  a  noble  lady  once  faid  I  did. 

Had  the  Hay  Market  theatre  been  then 
upon  the  plan  it  now  is,  I  know  not  a  per- 
former, if  they  were  able  to  go  through  the 
fatigue,  but  would  gladly  have  accepted  of 
an  engagement,  be  their  confequence  what 
it  would.  Air.  Coleman  is  indefatigable,  and 
fpares  no  expence  to  indulge  and  entertain 
the  town.  The  former  manager  depended 
moftly  upon  his  own  ftrength,  and  his  own 
pieces;  which  gave  but  very  few  opportu- 
nities for  a  performer  in  any  capital  line  to 
to  make  a  tolerable  figure. 

Mr.  I'Foodzvard  upon  his  return  from  Scot- 
land, was  preffed  to  play  three  or  four  nights 
at  York,-  where,  as  in  every  other  place,  he 
was  juflly  admired.  When  he  came  to 
town,    I  informed  him  of  mv  rejection  of 

the- 
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the  houfe.  He  feemed  to  approve  of  my  hav- 
ing done  fo,  as  he  faid,  he  had  not  given 
Mr.  Foote  any  fuch  commiflion,  it  being  im- 
poffible  for  him  to  live  in  the  ftile  of  a  bon 
vivanl,  like  the  wit,  his  iraployer,  nor  could 
he  exift  by  himfelf. — Here  he  was  pleafed 
to  pay  me  a  compliment,  that  my  humbled 
vanity  now  forbids  me  to  repeat. 

During  the  fummer,  the  manager  reaped 
a  plenteous  harveil,  with  very  little  trouble,, 
which  was  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to  fuch 
a  favourite  adlor  as  Mr.  PFoodward  making 
one  of  his  company,  after  an  ablence  of  fe- 
veral  months.  At  the  conclufion  of  it,  thofe 
two  gentlemen  made  a  party  to  go  through 
France.  Finding  myfelf  in  the  fame  turn  of 
mind,  1  took  a  trip  to  Boulogne,  where  I 
paid  a  viiit  to  the  Convent  in  which  I  fpent 
my  early  days ;  and  had  the  pleafure  of  fee- 
ing Mother  St.  Francis,  the  Nun  for  whom  I 
entertained  fo  much  refpeCt  and  affecftion. 

Upon  the  fight  of  this  much  loved  abode 
of  innocence  and  felicity,  I  could  not  help 
again  regretting,  with  heart-felt  anguifh,. 
rnv  havino;  ever  been  forced  to  leave  its 
peaceful  walls.  After  what  I  had  experi- 
enced, from  the  duplicity  of  mankind,  the 
viciffitudes  of  fortune,  and  the  unfatisfafto- 
rinefs  of  the  pleafurcs  of  the  gay  world,  I 
fincerely  lamented  that  I  had  not  preferred 
the  certain  tranquillity  to  be  found  here,  to 
the  delufive  joys  an  unconfined  life  affords, 

P  3  yQU: 
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You  will  fay,  I  doubt  not,  from  the 
knowledge  you  have  of  my  difpofition,  that 
I  am  always  in  extremes;  now  penfive  to  a 
degree,  and  wifhing  myfelf  buried  in  the 
gloom  of  a  cloifter;  now  living  beyond  all 
bounds,  and  dying  for  company  and  gaiety. 
■ — That  this  is  my  temper,  I  candidly  ac- 
knowledge— not  a  particle  of  moderation  is 
contained  in  this  fram.e  of  mine. — Medio- 
crity and  I  are  ftrangers. — But  v/hilfl:!  make 
this  acknowledgement,  let  me  hope  it  wili 
be  admitted  as  fome  palliation  for  my  er- 
rors. To  err  is  human.  But  as  thefe,  like 
my  fpeech,  have  ever  been  fpontaneous  and 
impremiditated,  and  always  attended  with 
iincere  compunction  ;  may  they  upon  this 
account,  be  viewed  with  a  lefs  rigorous  eye. 
— ^It  is  now  time,  that  I  leave  this  bewitch- 
ing convent,  which,  wdienever  I  vifit  it, 
.awakens  thole  religious  propenfities  that, 
amidft  all  my  wanderings,  are  ftill  inherent 
in  my  heart.-— Suppofe  me  then  once  more 
in  England. 

Before  the  geniufes  of  comedy  returned 
from  their  tour,  Mr,  Harris  called  upon  me,, 
one  day,  and  as  I  was  not  at  home,  defired 
my  fervant  to  inform  me  that  he  would 
dine  with  me  the  next  day.  But  as  he  was. 
returning  to  town,  he  met  me  at  Turnham. 
Green,  and  went  back  with  me.  He  then 
told  me,  that  Mr.  Coleman  and  the  other 
proprietors  were  on  the  eve  of  being  recon- 
ciled 
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ciled,  and  that  I  might  depend  upon  being 
included  as  one  of  the  firfl  articles  of  the 
treaty. 

Always  relying  upon  a  promife,  from  a 
confcioufnefs  of  the  facred  light  in  which 
I  view  an  obligation  of  that  nature  my- 
felf,  I  was  as  much  affured  of  Mr.  Harris's 
performing,  that  he  had  now  made  me,  as 
if  my  article  had  been  figned,  and  in  my 
pocket.  Accordingly,  when  Mr.  Woodzvard 
returned  to  England,  upon  his  enquiring 
what  had  been  done,  I  informed  him  of  my 
-certainfy  of  an  engagement.  To  this  he  made 
no  reply  ;  and  Juit  as  I  was  going  to  enquire 
the  reaibn  of  his  lilence  upon  the  fubje<^j 
the  fervant  brought  me  a  letter.  I  found 
it  to  be  from  my  mother,  who  was  butjuft 
returned  to  town  from  Oxfordihire,  where 
Ihe  generally  fpent  the  fummer  with  a  fa- 
mily by  whom  her  company  was  much 
courted.  She  informed  me  therein,  that 
Mr.  Harris  had  juft  called  at  her  houfe,  and 
defired  to  fee  me  the  next  day  in  Brewer- 
ftrcet,  where  he  would  meet  me;  as  very 
particular  buiinefs  rendered  it  impoffible 
tor  him  to  come  to  Strand. 

Upon  reading  this  letter  to  Mr.  JVoodward, 
his  countenance  feemed  ta  clear  up  a  little, 
for  his  looks  were  always  a  true  barometer 
to  his  fentiments.  He  was  a  man  that  might 
be  truly  faid  to  carry  his  heart  in  his  hand. 
He   was  above   difguifej    and  you   might 

rea<^ 
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read  in  his  countenance,  with  uncommofj 
perfpicuity^  what  pafled  in  his  bofom.  But 
the  doubt  that  had  prevented  him  from 
congratulating  me  upon  the  occafion  was 
not  yet  quite  cleared  away.  For  he  faid, 
with  great  compofure,  "  I  doubt  yet." 

I  ordered  the  chaife  to  be  ready  at 
nine,  that  I  might  have  the  pleafure  o'f 
breakfafling  with  my  mother,  whom  I  had 
not  feen  for  fome  time.  The  manager  came 
an  hour  before  that  on  which  he  had  appoint- 
ed to  meet  me  ;  and  I  believe  would  not  have 
been  difpleafed,  had  I  difobeyed  his  fum- 
mons.  For  the  moment  he  came  in,  I  could 
not  avoid  obferving,  from  his  manner  of 
accofting  me,  that  all  was  not  right.  The 
great  matter  of  nature  makes*Brutus  fay, 
*^  Ever  note,  Lucilius.  when  love  bep;ins  to 
■'*  licken  and  decay,  it  ufeth  an  enforced 
"  ceremony."  And  judging  by  this  judicious 
remark  of  the  great  Roman,  I  plainly  per- 
ceived that  the  regard  Mr.  Harris  had  fo 
lately  profelTed  for  me  had  begun  to  licken 
and  decay. 

Nor  was  I  deceived  in  the  application  j. 
for  my  fuppofed  fuperior  was  no  fooner 
fcated,  than  he  informed  me  that  the  pro- 
prietors were  reconciled.  But  how  was  I 
furprized,  when  he  added,  that  he  had 
mentioned  an  engagement  for  me,  but  iVi\ 

Leaks. 

*  Julius  C^far  A61  4th,  Scene  zd* 
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heuke  not  fecondlng  it,  as  he  expedlcd,  it 
was  not  to  be  procured;  as  upon  the  fir  ft 
mention  of  it,  Mr.  Colman  had  declared  that 
he  would  fooner  fee  the  theatre  in  flames, 
and  himfelf  in  the  midft  of  it,  than  confent 
to  my  ever  being  of  the  company 

I  was  free  enough  to  tell  him,  that  he 
might  at  ieail  have  deferred  this  intelli- 
gence till  an  opportunity  had  offered  for  his 
communicating  it  to  me  ;  or  he  might  have 
conveyed  it  to  me  in  a  letter;  aad  not  have 
brought  me  to  town  upon  fuch  a  ileevelefs 
errand.  To  which  he  replied,  that  as  Mr. 
Colman  was  anxious  to  engage  IVoodzvardy  he 
fent  for  me  to  advife  me  to  prevail  upon  my 
friend,  not  to  engage  without  me. 

Rage  is  not  my  prevailing  weaknefs,  o- 
therwife  I  Ihould  have  found  it  roufed  upon 
this  occafion.  On  the  contrary;  I  gene- 
rally fufFer  in  filence,  for  the  mifcondu6i:  of 
others,  and  fmother  my  anger.  I  had,  how- 
ever, juft  power  to  fay  in  anfvver  to  this 
infult,  that  I  had  too  much  fpirit  to  be 
tacked  to  the  agreement  even  of  the  firft 
performer  that  trod  the  ftage;  and  too 
much  merit  to  be  vmemployed  and  take  a 
falary  for  nothing.  Mr,  Harris  bowed  ;  faid 
he  admired  my  fentiments;  and  we  then 
parted,  with  as  much  ceremony  and  cold 
good  breeding,  as  if  w^e  had  never  met  be- 
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fore.  Thus  one  half  hour  deftroyed  a  frlend- 
ihip,  which  to  appearance  promifed,  but 
three  days  before,  a  much  greater  degree  of 
permanence. 

Here  could  I  once  more  launch  out  on  the 
fiud:uation  of  all  things  in  life,  and  the  cer- 
tain difappointments  that  attended  every 
pleaiing  expectation  of  mine.  But  caufes  for 
doing  this  (o  freqxiently  occurred  in  the  fore- 
going pages,  that  I  have  nearly  exhaufted 
the  fubje£t.  And  I  would  by  no  means  haz- 
zard  a  charge  of  repetition,  which  from  my 
not  keeping  copies  of  my  letters,  might 
happen. 

G.  A.  B. 
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December,   22,   17—. 

I  Now  found  all  my  theatrical  expectations 
fruftrated.  Although,  but  a  few  days 
before,  they  feemed  to  be  refuming  their 
wonted  fplendor,  and  bid  fair  to  be  produc- 
tive of  at  leaft  fome  years  of  unclouded  fun- 
fliine,  in  a  moment  an  envious  gloom  dark- 
ened the  profpedt.  Traniient,  as  "  when  a 
**  fable  cloud  turns  forth  her  lilver  lining 
*^  to  the  night,"  was  the  flattering  hope. 
But  fuch  was  my  lot. 

I  could  by  no  means  have  wifhed  for  an  en- 
g^gementjunlefs  it  was  on  condition  of  being 

reinftated 
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reinflated  in  mofl  of  the  parts  that  had  been  in 
my  poffeffion,  together  with  my  quota  of 
new  ones.  And  as  to  requellin^-  a  favour 
of  that  kind  from  Mr.  H'^oodzvard,  I  repro- 
bated the  very  thought.  I  could  not  for  a 
moment  fuppofe,  even  had  I  been  fo  unrea- 
fonable  as  to  make  fuch  a  weak  propofal, 
that  a  perfon  who  knew  the  value  of  money 
as  well  as  he  did,  would  have  confented  to 
have  me  (to  make  ufe  of  a  political  phrafe) 
tacked  to  him  by  way  of  rider. 

For  notwithftanding  friendfhip  is  a  very 
fine  thing  to  talk  of,  very  few  would  prove 
fuch  devotees  to  it,  as  to  iacrifice  a  thoufand 
pounds  a  year  upon  account  of  it.  As  tor  my 
own  ideas  of  that  facred  union,  they  are  fo 
truly  romantic,  and  fo  very  unfafhionable, 
that  I  am  almoft  afliamed  to  make  them 
known ;  but  I  fhould  not  think  worlds  too 
dear  a  purchafe,  for  the  perfon  towards 
whom  I  profefled  a  friendiliip.  I  now  re- 
gretted more  poignantly  than  before,  that  I 
had  made  7\/r.  CaiemiW  Hiy  enemy.  Though 
I  deplored  his  ,  refentment,  I  acknowledged 
the  juftice  of  it.  I  have,  however,  the  con- 
folation  to  add,  that  from  that  gentleman's 
liberal  behaviour  for  fome  time  paft,  I  have 
every  reafon  to  believe  his  difpleafure  has 
fubfidcd,  and  that  I  have  the  happinefs,  once 
more,  to  look  upon  him  in  the  light  of  a 
friend. 

Upon 
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Upon  the  third  of  December,  I  always 
made  a  dinner  for  fome  friends,  in  honour 
of  its  being  the  name-day  of  Comte  Hajlang, 
I  had  accordingly  invited  fome  ladies,  and 
his  Excellency's  Secretary,  to  dine  at  my 
mother's,  where  I  now  refided  when  I  came 
to  town. 

The  evening  previous  to  that  day,  my  mo- 
ther feemed  to  be  indifpofed  ;  but  as  I  was 
in  hopes  that  it  was  only  a  flight  indifpofi- 
tion,  and  fhe  herfelf  objected  to  my  putting 
off  the  party,  I  had  not  done  fo.  When  I 
returned  home  from  paying  the  ufual  com- 
pliments upon  the  occasion,  I  found  her  in 
the  parlour,  much  worfe  than  when  I  left 
her.  Seeing  this,  I  intreated  her  to  permit 
me  to  fend  for  advice  ;  which  fhe  refufed, 
but  contented  to  return  to  bed. 

As  1  did  not  apprehend  any  real  danger 
from  my  mother'^s  illnefs,  good  company 
joined  to  good  cheer,  and  good  humour, 
made  us  laugh  rather  too  loud. — When  to 
our  great  furprife,  Ihe  entered  the  room,  in 
the  mid  ft  of  our  feftivity,  and  turning  ^oMrs. 
Hoive^  one  of  the  ladies  prefent,  delired  her 
not  to  raife  a  mob  about  the  door  by  her 
immoderate  laughing.  As  my  mother  was 
a  remarkable  well  bred  woman,  and  was  ve- 
ry particular  in  her  behaviour  to  thofe  who 
were  tinged  with  nobility,  we  concluded  this 
uncommon  rudenefs  mud  arifc  from  fome 
extraordinary  caufe. 

And 
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And  fo  it  proved  to  be.  For  we  foon  per- 
ceived from  the  tenor  of  her  behaviour,  that 
file  was  light  headed.  I  therefore  fent  away 
immediately  for  DoElor  Macdonald,  a  phyfici- 
an  of  whom  fhe  had  fuch  a  very  high  opinion 
that  Ihe  always  did  him  the  honour  to  confult 
him  upon  every  flight  indifpofition  of  her 
friends  as  well  as  herfelf,  and  that  gratis. 
The  Dotlor  immediately  came  and  apologiz- 
ed for  not  joining  us  at  dinner,  as  he  had  been 
invited.  He  informed  me,  that  he  was  ra- 
ther late,  and  recolledling,  when  he  got  near  . 
Brewer-Street,  that  he  was  in  mourning,  he 
would  not  commit  fuch  afolecifmin  gooc^ 
manners,  as  to  appear  in  fables  at  my  grand 
gala.  He  therefore  returned,  and  dined  clfc- 
where. 

Do£lor  Macdonald  did  a\\  he  could  to  afli/l 
my  mother  for  ten  or  twelve  days.  But  find- 
ing every  medicine  he  prefcribed,  prove  in- 
efFedtual,  he  defired  that  I  would  call  in 
fome  other  advice.  I  therefore  immediate- 
ly fent  for  DoElor  Schomberg,  a  gentleman  as 
eminent  for  his  wit,  as  diftinguifhed  In  his 
profeflion.  When  he  came,  he  pronounced 
her  complaint  to  be  a  lethargic  palfy^  adding 
that  there  were  no  hopes  of  her  recovery,  as 
it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  whole  materia 
medica  to  reftore  her.  He  ordered  both  her 
head  and  feet  to  be  bliftered  ;  but  without 
any  good  efFed;  arifing  from  it.  She  linger- 
ed for  fome  time,  during  which  ihe  had  no 
VOL.  IV.  Q^  inteE^-; 
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interval  of  fenfe.  And  whilft  I  was  kneeling 
by  her  bed -fide,  kiffing  her  hand,  Ihe  call 
her  eves  upon  me  with  a  benignant  fmile, 
and  left  this  world  without  a  pang. 

The  grief  I  felt  at  the  lofs  of  my  much 
loved  parent  was  leflened  by  the  confidera- 
tion  that  Ihe  had  every  afliftance  this  world 
could  afford  her.  The  poor  had  reafon  to 
regret  her  departure,  as  Ihe  was  benevolent 
to  an  excefs.  Though  a  rigid  oeconomiit 
where  Ihe  herfelf  was  only  concerned,  llie 
was  liberal  almoft  to  a  fault,  when  any  ob- 
jeftofcompaffion  excited  her  tender  feelings. 
I  had  the  fatisfa<ftion  of  feeing  thofe  inti- 
mates who  efteemed  her  whilS  living,  fe- 
verely  lament  her  when  dead.  As  to  myfelf, 
death  deprived  me  not  only  of  an  axious  pa- 
rent, but  of  a  kind  friend.  Happy  would  it 
have  been  for  me,  had  I  always  liflened  to 
her  prudent  admonitions.  I  Ihould  then 
"have  been  a  ftranger  to  error,  and  confe- 
quently  to  its  fure  attendants,  anguiih  and 
misfortune.  And  I  now  moft  feverely  felt 
the  truth  of  the  adage,  "  That  we  never 
*^  know  the  value  of  what  we  poffefs,  till 
'^  we  are  made  fenfible  of  it  by  its  lofs." 

As  the  landlord  of  the  houfe  in  which  my 
mother  refided  had  promifed  never  to  raife 
the  rent  whilft  ihe  or  myfelf  chofe  to  con- 
tinue his  tenant,  and  it  was  greatly  under-let, 
I  determined  to  keep  it.  Every  thing  my 
parent  died  poflefTed  of  having  originated 

from 
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from  me,  I  thought  I  had  an  undoubted, 
right  to  whatever  that  might  be.  And  my 
brother  having  refigned  ail  pretenfions  to 
her  property,  I  thought  it  needlefs  to  take 
out  letters  of  adminillration. 

I  had  invited  a  lady-  and  her  two  daughters 
to  be  with  me  during  my  mother's  illnets  ; 
and  fhe  was  fo  kind  as  to  continue  her  vifit, 
in  order  to  keep  me  from  the  melancholy,, 
with  which   a  mind  fo  fufceptible   as  mine 
mull  naturally  be  opprelTcd.    As  my  mother 
had  always  lived  in  the   ftile  of  a  gentle- 
woman,  I  had  her  buried  as  fuch.     Thofe 
about  me  endeavoured  to  perfuade  me  not  to 
go  to  her'funeral.     But  their  remonftrances 
were  in  ^  ain.     As  I  had  paid  her  every  pof- 
fible  attention   while  living,    t    was  deter- 
mined, coft  what  pangs  it  would,  to  pay  the 
laft  tribute  of  duty,  by  attending  her  remains 
to  the  grave. 

I  muft  here  obferve,  that  I  cannot  help- 
thinking  but  that  perfons  who  pretend  to  fuch 
over-nice  feelings,  as  to  be  prevented  thereby 
from  paying  thefe  lall  reipedtful  offices  to  a  de- 
eeafed  relation  or  friend,  fhow  an  unnatural 
and  falfe  delicacy.  I  confider  them  as  an 
indifpenfible  duty,  and  a  debt  of  nature  ;  and 
will  venture  to  call  an  omiffion  of  them  unpar- 
donable affedation.  Elfe,  why  Ihould  thole 
of  the  lower  ranks  be  deprived  of  that_ extreme 
ilifceptibility.  Dame  Nature  being  their  guide,, 
Qji  flie. 
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fne  condn(5ls  them,  with  decent  forrow,  to  the 
grave  of  thofe  they  loved  whilft  living. 

Now  prepare  yoiirfelf  to  hear  another  of  thofe 
unexpecTted  and  ill-natnred  ftrokes  of  fortune, 
v/ith  which  fhe  has  fo  frequently  belaboured 
me.  So  quick  is  generally  the  tranfition,  that 
fhe  might  be  faid  to  give  with  one  hand  and 
immediately  to  rob  me  of  the  newly  pofleffed 
gift  with  the  other.  As  if  the  fickle  Goddels 
had  determined  that  I  fliould  never  retain  the 
polTeflion  of  any  property,  let  it  be  thrown  into 
my  lap  by  her,  from  whatever  quarter  it 
would. 

My  vifitor,  Mrs.  Butler  and  myfelf  were  fit- 
ting together  in  converfation,  one  evening,  foon 
after  the  deeth  of  my  mother,  when  a  loud  and 
violent  rap  at  the  door  alarmicd  us.  As  luch  an 
incident  was  unufual,  I  ordered  the  iervant  not 
to  open  the  door,  but  to  enquire  what  occa- 
fioned  it,  from  the  area.  Upon  her  going  out 
for  that  purpole,  fiie  was  informed  that  if  flie 
did  not  immediately  open  the  door,  it  would  be 
broke  open,  as  they  had  got  the  broad  feal. 
Not  knowing  what  was  meant  by  having  the 
broad  feal,  I  demanded  from  the  window  their 
bufinefs.  To  this  they  anfwered,  that  I  lliould 
be  informed  when  they  were  let  in,  and-if  that 
v/as  not  done  preiently,  they  had  authority  to 
break  open  the  door. 

Finding  there  was  no  probability  of  pre- 
venting their  entrance,  I  ordered  the  door  to  be 
opened  -,  when  five  or  fix  fellows  rufhed  in,  and 

took 
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took  poflefTion,  in  the  name  of  that  honour  to. 
his  honourable  profeffion,   my  Coujin  Crawford,. 

That  worthy  and  confcientious  man  ■  -no  • 
iboner  heard  of  my  mother's  death,  and  found, 
that  I  had  been  fo  im.prudent  as  not  to  make 
any  legal  claim  oi  her  property,  than,  he  took 
out  letters  of  adminiftration,  by  fwearing  him- 
felf  her  legitimate  heir.  Fearlels  of  the  ini- 
quit)^  of  the  mealijre,  or  the  confequence  of  it, 
my  honejl  kinfman  thouglit  if  he  could  but  ap- 
propriate her  effects  to  his  own  ufe,  he  would 
fet  at  defiance  a  future  reckoning.  He  ac- 
cordingly adopted  this  miode,  with  liiccefs. 

As  It  happened  not  to  be  term  time,  I  had 
no  relburce  but  patience  ;  for  I  found  it  to  no 
manner  of  purpolb  to  endeavour  to  bring  the 
favages  by  which  I  was  forrounded,  to  reafon. 
A  fruitlcis  altercation  indeed  took  place,  but 
they  perfiftcd  in  my  quitting  the  premiles  that, 
night.  It  was  by  this  tune  paft  eleven  o'clock  ^ , 
Mrs.  Butler's  children  were  in  bed ;  and.  where 
to  get  a  lodging  at  that  late  hour  I  \nsrN  not.. 
At  laft  I  thought  offending  to  Mr..  TVoodward^ 
who  had  taken  a  large  houfe  in  Leicefter-ftreet, 
in  order  to  let  part  of  it..  That  gentleman 
confentedj  v/ith  great  cheerfulnefs,  to  accom- 
modate us  till  I  could  provide  myfelf,  though, 
he  was  obliged  to  get  out  of  his  bed  to  re- 
ceive us. 

The  next  day,  I  fent  to  inform  Mr..  Gordon, 

the  undertaker  that  had  depofited  the  remains 

of  my  mxich-loved  mother,  of  what  had  hapr 

0^3  pened,, 
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penedj  and  defired  him  to  look  to  the  admi- 
niftrator  for  the  expences  of  the  funeral.  He 
fent  for  aniwer,  that  as.  I  had  ordered  the  fu- 
neral, he  fhould  expert  me  to  pay  for  it :  that 
it  was  a  very  genteel  one  ;  and  he  defied  any 
one  of  the  trade  to  furnifh  one  more  elegant, 
for  fifty  guineas,  though  he  fhould  only  charge 
me  forty-two.  As  Mr,  Gordon,  was  a  neigh- 
bour, and  my  mother  was  io  greatly  relpefted. 
that  numbers  attended  her  manes  without  invi- 
,tation,  I  was  in  hopes  he  would  have  been  my 
friend  upon  the  occafion,  and  have  endeavoured 
t€)  eafe  me  of  that  load.  But  no  !  He  cliofe  to 
be  his  own  fi-iend,  and  to  fix  the  debt  upon  me, 
without  giving  himfe If  any  trouble. 

What  made  this  event  the  more  vexatious 
was,  that  the  leven  hundred  pounds,  owing  by 
the  Widozv  Lock  to  my  mother,  as  already  men-  ' 
tioned,  was  t©  have  been  paid  the  Wednelday 
following.  In  the  confufion  and  frigiit  I  was 
in  when  I  left  the  houle,  I  forgot  the  papers  re-- 
lative  to  tliis  debt.  As  they  were  placed  in  a 
€hina  clofet  in  the  parlour,  that  they  might  be 
rcLidy  wlien  wanted,,  the  wretches,  who  had 
taken  poffeffion,  probably  thought  them  of  no 
value,  and  had  tlirowa  them  by  as  wafte  paper. 
So  that  all  I  got  by  the  death  of  my  dear  mo- 
ther, was  a  poor  girl  ihe  recommended  to  my 
^  charge,  and  who  became  an  additional  burthen 
■to  me,  I  never  knev/  flie  was  a  relation,  till  my 
ilying  mother  enjoined  me  to  find  her,  out,  and 
take  care  of  her. 

The 
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The  efFe6ls  belonging  to  my  nnother  were 
fold  for  an  old  fong,  as  the  faying  is.  But  as 
the  hoiife  was  let  to  me,  though  only  verbally, 
the  fixtures  could  not  be  difpofed  of.  I  com- 
menced a  lliit  in  the  Commons  againft  the  de- 
predator, which  I  lliould  undoubtedly  have 
gained,  as  I  was  born  in  wedlock.  But  an  un- 
expe6ted  circumftance  prevented  me  from  re- 
ceiving any  redrefs.  The  wretch  having  ipent 
all  the  money  that  arofe  from  the  fale  of  the 
effedls ;  and  having  befides  bullied  fome  tenants 
that  rented  the  ftables  belonging  to  the  houfe^, 
out  of  what  money  was  due  j  and  being  now 
apprchenfive  of  the  confequences  of  his  infa- 
mous tranfactions ;  he  took  the  Gravefend  boat 
in  order  to  fly  his  country.  JuHice,  however, 
here  overtook  him ;  for  being  much  intoxicated, 
he  fell  into  the  river,  and  was  never  heard  of 
more. 

Had  he  received  the  defert  due  to  his  crimes,, 
he  would  have  been  exalted  inftead  of  lunk.  In 
this  opinion  I  dare  fay  you  will  readily  concur 
with  me,  when  I  relate  to>  you  the  following 
inftance  of  his  rapacioufnefs  and  inhumanity. 
Though  indeed,  from  thofe  I  have  already  pre- 
fented  you  with,  I  think  I  need  not  doubt  of 
your  entertaining  the  utmoft  abhorrence  for  his 
condu6l. 

This  unnatural  being ;  I  will  not  debafe  the 
nam.e  of  father  by  beftov/ing  it  on  him,  kept 
ills  fon  in  priibn,  for  refufing  to  join  with  him 
'in  difponng  of  an  annuity  in  which  he  had  an 

intereft* 
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intereft.  This  was  an  annuity  of  fifty  pounds. 
a  year  in  the  Exchequer,  the  remains  of  twa 
hundred;  Crazvford'^  wife  having,  during  her 
life  time,  joined  with  him  in  difpofing  of  the 
other  hundred  and  fifty.  He  had  alfo  fpent 
ten  thoufand  pounds  in  money  ;  part  of  which, 
in  juitice,  ought  to.  have  been  mine,  as  it  de- 
volved to  liim  from  another  branch  of  the 
Sykes's  family. 

In  order  to  terrify  the  lad  into  a  compliance 
with  his  requifition,  the  inhum.an  monfter  threw 
him,  akhough  yet  a  minor,  into  the  Fleet 
Prifon,  after  having  arrefted  him  for  board  and 
lodging.  And  here  this  unfortunate  young 
man  remained  till  Crazvford's  death,  as  lie  had 
refolution  enoua-h  to  bear  a  difaereeabie  con- 
finement,  rather  than  confcnt  to  io  unjufi:  a. 
propofal. 

Mufl  there  not  be  fome  place,  red  with  un- 
common vengeance,  where  a  fevere  retribution 
will  av/ait  fuch  complicated  crimes;  fuch  a 
continued  fyftem  of  difhonefly  ?  There  mufb ;' 
there  "^vill! —Though  he  was  able  to  fly  from 
that  punilliment  the  laws  of  his  country  were 
on  the  point  of  infiidting  on  him  ;■  for  tardy- 
footed  juftice  had  nearly  overtaken  him. ;  yet 
he  will  not  have  it  in  his  power  to  efchew  her 
rigorous  gralp  inthatftate,  where  all  accounts 
of  this  nature  are  fettled..  The  day  of  reck- 
oning muft  come. 

I  was  now  obliged  to  fend  word  to  the 
Bijhop  of  Gloucejler yt\i?iX  I  could  not.wait  on  him 

to 
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to  receive  the  feven  hundred  pounds  due  from 
ilfr.  Lock  to  my  mother,  as  the  papers  relative 
to  the  debt  v/ere  loft.  To  which  his  Lordlhip 
returned  for  anf\\'er,  that  he  could  by  no  means 
think  of  paying  the  money,  unlefs  I  could  give 
up  the  obligations  ;  as  he  ihouid  ftill  be  liable 
to  pay  it  to  thole  who  mjghi  find  them. 

Thus,  without  being  able  to  receive  a  lliil- 
ling  of  my  mother's  property,  through  the  dil- 
honefty  of  my  worthy  Coufin,  I  found  I  had  the 
funeral  expences  to  pay  ;  together  with  Ibme 
demands  fhe  had  incurred  whicli  I  had  pro- 
ijiifed  to  difcharge  ;  and  likewife,  the  coils  of 
the  fuit  I  had  commxcnced  in  the  Commons, 
v/hich  amounted  to  feventeen  pounds.  So  that 
I  think  I  might  fay  that,  according  to  my  uiual 
good  luck,  I  gained  a  lofs  upon  the  occafion. 
But  ftrange  events  fometimes  produce  ftrange 
confequences,  as  was  the  cafe  with  this.  For 
I,  foon  after,  was  honoured  with  a  vifit  from 
Lord  Hampden,  whom  I  had  not  feen  fince  a 
child,  who  prefented  me  with  a  bank  note  for 
twenty  pounds,  in  as  pompous  a  manner,  as  if  it 
had  been  a  million. 

G.  A.  B. 


LETTER      XCII. 

Dec.  29,  17— 

IF  I  jfhall  not  be  thought  worthy  of  any  en- 
c  omiums  for  the  matter  contained  in  mjr^ 
letters,  or  for  my  manner  of  inditing  them ;  I 

flatter 
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flatter  myfelf  you  will  at  leaft  think  me  enti- 
tled to  foiFie  praife  for  nny  indefatigable  appli- 
cation in  writing  them,  for  the  more  fpeedy 
gratification  of  your  curiofity.  A  reference  to. 
the  dates  of  my  letters  will  convince  you,  that 
I  have  devoted  almoft  every  hour,  fince  I  firft 
began  the  taflc,  to'  the  employment.  Indeed,. 
a  long  confinement,  occafioned  by  indifpofition. 
and  diftrefles,  has  not  a  little  tended  to  acce- 
lerate my  undertaking.  And  as  neither  of 
thefe  caufes  are  yet  removed,  there  is  a  proba- 
bility  that  I  fliall  be  able  to  proceed  ¥/ith  the 
fame  expedition ;  and  that  it  will  not  be  long, 
before  I  fball  be  able  to  put  an  end  to  my  tale, 
and  with  it  to  your  expeftant  wifhes.  For 
this  purpofe,  I  will  now  proceed,  v/ithout  any 
further  circumfcribation. 

Having  fent  for  my  furniture  from  Strand- 
on  the  Green,  I  was  foon  fettled  again  in 
Brewer-ftreet.  Comte  Hajlang  having  heard 
of  my  diftrefs,  told  me  he  would  pay  for  the- 
furniture  of  my  firft  floor,  which  came  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty  pounds  ^  and  defired  I 
would  fix  a  time  of  payment  with  the  uphol- 
fterer.  Mr.  fVoodward  complimented  me  with 
two  capital  balTo  relievos,  for  the  door  ;  three 
handfome  girandoles,  a  beautiful  grate,  &c. 
&c.  And  as  every  perfon  with  v/hom  I  wa& 
intimate  prefented  me  with  fome  ornament  or. 
other,  my  houfe,  in  appearance,  was  a  little, 
cabinet. 

.       Juft 
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Juft  at  this  time,  Mr.  Calcraft  died.  It  was 
announced  in  the  papers  that  he  had  left  nne  a 
confiderable  fum.  But  the  report  was  entirely 
without  foundation.  My  name  was  no  other- 
wile  mentioned  in  tlie  will,  than  as  the  mother 
of  his  children*  I  believe  I  might  venture  to 
lay,  that  he  was  not  regretted  even  by  thofe  to 
whom  he  left  his  fortune.  The  vexation  he 
muft  feel  at  knowing  himfelf  to  be  defpifed 
and  neglefted  to  luch  a  degree,  as  to  be  able 
to  purchafe  no  other  company  than  that  of  a 
few  wretched  dependents,  greatly  afFefled  his 
pride ;  for  of  true  fp'irit  he  had  not  a  fpark. 
Not  all  his  riches,  his  fumptuous  dwellings, 
nor  liis  luxurious  wines,  could  procure  him  one 
refpeftable  individual  as  a  companion.  He 
Avas  therefore  obliged,  as  I  iiave  been  informed, 
to  take  up  with  his  clerk;  an  attorney  ;  and  I 
fuppofe  an  excifeman  ;  as  a  peribn  of  that  call- 
ing generally  makes  one  in  fuch  a  group.  For 
even  his  brotlier  the  General,  declined  going 
near  Iiim.  I  muft  acquaint  you,  that  he  pro- 
mifed  to  leave  a  handfome  provifion  for  his 
intimate,  the  clerk  juft  mentioned,  which  I 
conclude  was  his  inducement  for  beftowing  fo 
much  timiC  on  his  defpiled  mafter ;  inftead  of 
which,  he  only  left  him  tlie  immenle,  fum  of 
fifty  pounds.  A  deed,  which  tallies  with  the 
many  generous  deeds  I  have  already  related 
of  him. 

He  left  behind  him  a  princely  fortune  ;  but 
widiout  bequeadiing  a  Ihilling  to  his  wife,  or 

even 
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even  mentioning  her  name.  A  failure  by  which 
fhe  recovered  as  well  a  third  of  his  eftate,  as  of 

his  perfonal  fortune.  ITiis  however,  has  in- 
volved the  eftate  in  fuch  difficulties,  that  I  find 
his  debts  are  not  paid  to  this  day.  Every  body 
feemed  to  rejoice  when  Airs.  Calcraft''%  fuit  for 
the  recoveiy  of  her  claim  was  attended  with 
fuccefs ;  and  I  can  fincerely  fay,  that  no  perfon 
received  greater  pleafure  upon  the  occafion 
than  I  did ;  as  I  have  been  informed  fhe  is  one 
of  the  beft  of  women. 

At  length  the  ftipulated  day  came,  when  I 
was  to  pay  Mr.  CnUm^  the  upholfterer,  for  th^ 
furniture  of  my  firft  floor,  and  which  Comte 
Haflang  had  promifed  to  enable  me  to  do.  I  had 
appointed  four  o'clock  for  the  hour  of  pay- 
m.ent,  and  had  wrote  to  his  Lordfhip  to  acquaint 
him  that  was  the  time  fixed.  Mrs.  '^uffnal  and 
the  Secretary  were  with  me,  when  I  received  an 
anfwer,  written  upon  a  quarter  of  a  Iheet  of 
paper,  and  fealed  at  the  corner,  like  a  common 
note. 

,  I  opened  itj  and  finding  it  to  begin  in  the 
ufual  ftile,  of  "  I  wonder  you  will  not  get  anj; 
engagement."  I  concluded  that  the  remainder 
was  of  the  fame  tenor,  in  order  to  excufe  a 
breach  of  promife.  And  as  I  could  not  pof- 
fibly  fuppoie  any  bill  was  inclofed  in  a  note  of 
that  fize  and  form,  I  immediately  threw  it 
into  the  fire.  Upon  which  Mr.  Rillraff  jok- 
ingly laid,  "  Do  you  treat  all  your  billet-doux  . 
in  that  manner  ?"  "  A  billet-doux !"  I  replied ; 

"It 
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'*  It  is  not  of  that  nature.     It  is  a  trifling  fub- 
*^  terfuge  to  ayo'id  paying  a  promife'' 

Whilft  I  lat  ruminating  on  the  Comtek 
fuppofed  evafion,  the  porter  returned  with  a 
iTieflage  expreflive  of  his  Lord's  furprize  at  my 
not  condelcending  to  honour  him  with  an  an- 
fwer.  I  fent  back  my  compliments,  and  I 
could  not  conceive  there  was  any  anfwer  re-t 
quired  to  a  note  upon  fo  dilagreeable  and  hack- 
neyed a  fubjed.  The  fci-vant  went  away  and 
returned  direftly,  with  a  double  furprize  of 
his  Lordihip's ;  who  lint  me  word,  that  if  his 
letter  required  no  anfwer,  at  leaft  I  ought  to 
have  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  the  hill.  Tlic 
word  bill  was  no  fooner  pronounced,  than  I 
gave  a  violent  fcream,  and  cried  out,  '*  I  am 
"  undone!  I  am  undone!  I  have  burnt  it." 
And  we  all  fat  as  motionlefs  as  ftatues  for  fomc 
time. 

At  length  the  porter  returned  home,  and  the 
fecretary  foon  followed.  When,  in  two  or 
three  hours,  I  received  the  note  of  a  banker  in 
the  city,  I  think  Nightingale' ?>j  promifing  to 
pay  the  liim  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds 
if  luch  a  bank-bill  fhould  make  its  appearance 
within  that  time.  Fortunately,  tlie  Comte, 
having  leifure  that  morning,  and  being  alone^ 
he  had  amufed  himfelf  with  taking  an  account 
of  the  number  of  fome  bank-notes  he  hadjufl 
received.  A  precaution  which  he  had  never 
before  taken  j  and  he  has  often  affirmed  fince, 

VOL.  IV,  .     .    R  .  that 
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that  he  could  not  account  for  entertaining  fuch 
an  idea  then. 

Mr.  PFoodward  was  kind  enough  to  advance 
me  the  money  upon  this  engagement^  by  which 
means  I  was  enabled  to-preierve  my  credit  with 
Mr.  Culkn  the  upholllerer.  And,  as  from  the 
bank-notes  being  confumed  to  afhes,  there  was  - 
a  certainty  that  payment  could  not  be  de- 
manded; at  the  expiration  of  the  time,  Mr, 
IVoodward  received  the  money.  This  incident 
taught  his  Excellency  to  fold  letters,  contain- 
ing bills,  in  3, proper  manner;  and  your  humble 
fervant  to  examine,  in  future;  the  infide  of  the 
fmalleft  fcrap  of  paper  that  might  be  fent  to 
her  before  Ihe  burnt  it. 

I  now  thought  myfelf  tolerably  eafy,  as  I 
had  let  the  bell  part  of  my  houfe,  to  a  brother 
of  the  great  Parker,  who  was  newly  married, 
for  five  guineas  a  week,  referving  for  my  own 
life  the  back-parlour,  and  the  two  back  rooms 
on  the  fecond  floor.  The  foiTner  I  made  my 
library ;  and  though  it  did  not  contain  above 
four  hundred  volumes,  I  have  the  vanity  to 
fay  thefe  were  well  chofen.  Nothing  but  ft{- 
tivity  and  cxpence  was  to  be  feen.  And  the 
fervants  received  as  much  company  below 
ftairs,  as  the  bride  and  bridegroom  did  above. 

This  being  the  cale,  in  order  to  be  out  of  fo 
much  riot  and  confufion,  I  allowed  my  two 
maid-fervants  board  wages,  for  the  three  months 
the  family  was  to  be  with  me,  and  recommended 
my  man  to  Mr*  FFoodward.    Having  done  this, 

1  went 
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I  went  out  early  upon  a  vifit  to  fonie  friend  or 
other,  and  returned  home  only  to  fleep. 

M) .  Gordon  the  undertaker,  beginning  to  be 
very  prefTing  for  his  bill  for  my  mother's  fu- 
neral, I  endeavoured  to  borrow  the  money, 
which  was  forty  guineas.  Upon  this  occafion, 
a  young  gentleman  of  my  acquaintance  recom- 
mended me  to  one  Cohany  a  Jew  money- 
lender, who  promifed  to  get  me  the  cafh  upon 
my  notes,  in  a  few  days.  In  order  to  make 
them  the  more  negotiable,  lie  defired  I  would 
give  them  in  two  feparate  notes,  payable  to 
himfelf,  and  at  different  dates.  Being  peifecbl)r 
unacquainted  with  tranfaftions  of  this  nature, 
and  not  entertaining  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  the 
man's  honefty,  I  did  as  he  defired  me.  And 
having  this  profped:,  of  being  able  to  difchargc 
Mr.  Gordons  bill,  I  fent  to  let  him  know  that  I 
would  do  it  in  the  courfe  of  the  following  week. 

Encouraged  by  Mrs.  Calcraft's  fuccefs,  I 
began  to  think  of  my  annuity,  which  had  noc 
been  paid  for  a  long  time.  I  accordingly  fent 
to  have  Mr.  TV<^dderburn\  opinion.  When  I 
was  informed  it  muft  be  at  my  own  expence. 
To  this  I  confented.  But  not  being  able  to 
offer  the  ufual  fee  with  the  caie,  and  the  perfon 
I  depended  on  not  being  willing  to  advance  it, 
the  affair  lay  dormant,  at  the  time  I  imagined 
I  had  the  firft  advice  in  the  kingdom. 

A  week  pafTed,  after  I  had  given  the  Jew  my- 

notes,  without  my  hearing  any  thing  from  him. 

When  upon  fending  to  the  young  gentleman 

JR.  2,  who 
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who  had  recommended  him,  I  was  Informed 
that  my  little  Ifaac  was  gone  ofF.  And  I  heard 
no  further  tidings  either  of  him  or  my  notes_, 
till  they  were  prefented  for  payment. 

There  is  nothing,  I  am  told,  calls  louder 
for  the  interference  of  the  I^giflature  than  the 
frequent  frauds  of  fome  of  the  prefent  race  of 
advertiiing  money-lenders ;  to  whom  the  ap- 
pellation of  Swindlers  has  been  juftly  given. 
Thole  who  are  unfortunately  neceffitated  to 
apply  to  them,  allured  by  the  fpecious  pro- 
mifes  held  forth  in  their  advertifements,  doubt 
not  of  receiving  from  them  a  ready  afliftance. 
Inftead  of  v/hich  they  generally  find  themfelve- 
more  deeply  involved,  if  not  irretrievably 
ruined.  If  once  you  deliver  into  their  hands 
any  notes  or  bills,  it  is  a  hundred  to  one  if  ever 
you  receive  any  value  for  them  5  or  if  you  do, 
it  is  but  a  proportionably  irnall  part.  And  as 
thefe  are  ufually  paid  away  to  tradefmen  who 
can  Iwear  they  have  given  a  valuable  confi- 
deration  for  them,  your  plea,  of  not  having  re- 
ceived any  yourfelf,  is  of  no  avail.  Nor  have 
you  any  hopes  of  redrefs  from  contefling  the 
payment  of  your  notes  All  th&  confolation 
you  receive  in  a  court  of  juftice  is,  that  you 
ibould  not  have  been  fo  filly  as  to  pay  atten- 
tion to  the  delufive  advertifements.  Many, 
very  many,  I  have  been  informed,  have  reaibn, 
at  this  very  hour,  to  lament  their  having 
iiftened  to  the  fpecious  pretexts  of  tliefe  infa- 

tiable 
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tiable  harpies  j  fome  of  v/hom  live  in  eafe  and 
diflipation,  upon  the  fpoils  of  the  unfortunate, 

Mr.  Davy's  executors,  who  had  revived  the 
fuit  relative  to  my  annuity,  now  appeared  to 
be  in  earneft.  And  as  Mr.  Calcraffs  executors 
feemed  to  wilh  to  keep  the  eftate  in  law,  irt. 
order  to  retain  the  management  of  a  property,, 
that  from  its  immenfe  value  muft  undoubtedly 
be  produdtive  of  Ibme  benefit,  they  determined 
to  conteft  it  with  them.  The  latter  had  even- 
the  folly  or  madnefs,  to  fend  to  ine  to  defir^  I 
would  join  in  the  bill  againft  myfelf  and  thofe 
v7ho  had  advanced  me  the  money  upon  it. 
This  you  may  be  allured  I  refufed  to  do.  On- 
the  contrary,  notwithftanding  my  natural  aver- 
fion  to  all  pecuniary  bufinefs,  I  determined  to 
profecute  the  affair  againft  them  with  vigour^ 

The  only  thing  that  retarded  my  defign,  was 
the  want  of  money  to  carry  it  into  execution; 
for  what  I  received  from  the  gentleman  who 
had  hired  my  houfe,  was  devoted  to  pay  the 
rent  of  it.  I  however  refolved  to  wait  on  Mr,. 
H''edderburn,  now  Lord  Loughborough ^  to  enquire 
v/hat  opinion  he  had  given  upon  the  fuit,  and 
what  was  neceffary  to  be  done  further  in  the 
profecution  of  it. 

Lord  Huntingdon^  whom  I  had  formerly  the 
honour  of  Isjiowing,  was  juft  returned  from 
making  the  tour  of  Europe  with  his  nephews. 
As  every  perfon  who-  ever  heard  of  that 
Nobleman  muft  allow  him  to  be  one  of  the- 
brighteft  ornaments  of  nobility,  his  liberality 
R  3  ©£ 
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of  fentiment  adding  graces  to  his  other  emi- 
nent virtues  -,  I  was  encouraged  to  Iblicit  his 
afTiftance  upon  this  emergency.  I  therefore 
wrote  to  him,  and  acquainted  him  with  my 
purpofe. 

His  Lordlhip  immediately  called  upon  me> 
and  with  that  elegance  which  attends  all  his 
adtions,  prevented  me  with  a  rouleau,  greatly 
exceeding  what  I  then  thought  I  had  occafion 
for.  He  at  the  fame  time  requefted,  that  if  in 
future  I  fhould  be  prelled,  1  would  make  hiin 
my  banker.  A  woman  is  never  fo  highly  flat- 
tered, as  when  fhe  is  thought  worthy  the  notice 
of  d'ljiinguljljed  chara6ters ;  which  my  Lord 
Hnniingdon  is  in  an  eminent  degree.  And  a 
promile  he  then  made  me,  to  beftow  upon  me 
fome  of  his  leiiure  hours,  I  efteemed  more  va- 
luable, than  even  the  necefTary  and  valuable 
prefent  he  had  given  me.  I  muft  not  omit  to 
inform  you,'  that  in  order  to  apologize  for  a 
few  minutes  delay  before  he  waited  upon  me, 
his  Lordlhip  difpatched  a  relation,  who  after- 
wards attended  him  during  his  vifit,  to  acquaint 
me  with  it.  This  information  will  perhaps 
appear  to  you  to  be  needlefs  j  but  you  will  find 
that  it  is  not  lb.  It  is  abfolutely  necefiary  to 
introduce  this  gentleman  here,  in  order  that  you 
might  be  acquainted  with  him  at  a  future 
period. 

I  had  fcarcely  tim^e  to  congratulate  myfelf 
upon  the  real  fatisfaftion  I  felt  from  this  event, 
when  I  was  informed^  that  the  caufe  I  had  been 

advifed 
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advifed  to  enter  into  with  Air.  GcrdoHy  relative 
to  the  expences  of  my  mother's  funeral,  which 
undoubtedly  the  adminiftrator  ought  to  have 
paid,  was  given  againft  me  -,  and  if  not  imme- 
diately fettled,  I  fhould  be  fued  to  execution. 
In  addition  to  this,  as  misfortunes  ieldom  com:e 
alone,  I  was  ferved  at  the  fame  moment,  with 
copies  of  writs  for  the  notes  1  had  put  into 
Cohan's  hands.  And,  to  crown  all,  a  draft  drawnr 
upon  me  from  my  ion  Harrys  who  was  abroad,, 
was  prefented  to  me  for  payment. 

Such  an  interruption  to  the  pleafing  reflec- 
tions I  was  indulging,  threw  once  more  a  gloom 
over  my  mind,  which  put  it  out  of  my  power 
to  wait  upon  AS\  PFediirburn  as  I  had  intended. 
I  therefore  wrote  a  line  to  Mr,  JFoodward^  re- 
quefting  that  he  would  do  it  for  me.  That 
gentleman  being  abroad  when  my  note  camie, 
he  was  obliged  to  poftpone  going,  till  the  next 
day  J  by  which  time,  the  term  being  ended, 
he  was  not  able  to  meet  with  him.  By  fuch  a 
train  of  untoward  incidents  was  my  cafe  pre- 
vented from  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  that 
great  lawyer.  And  thus  by  intervening  cir- 
cumflances,  which  counteract  the  beft  inten- 
tions, are  the  moft  important  defigns  oftentimes 
fruftrated. 

The  demand  for  the  expences  of  my  mother's 
funeral  being  fo  very  urgent,  and  amounting, 
through  the  additional  law  charges,  to  near 
double  the  original  bill,  I  thought  my  perfonal 
iafety  required  that  it  fhould  be  firft  difcharged. 

1  aC' 
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I  accordingly  appropriated  the  money  for 
which  I  was  indebted  to  Lord  Huntingdon^  ge- 
tierofity,  and  which  was  intended  for  another 
purpoie,  to  this. 

A  difcovery  foon  enfued.  For  his  Lordfhip 
meeting  Counfellor  Wedderburny  lome  fhort  time 
after,  very  kindly  enquired  whether  there  wercL 
any  hopes  of  fuccefs  for  me  in  the  profecution 
of  my  fuit.  When  the  Counfellor  anfwered, 
to  his  Lordihip's  great  furprize,  that  he  knew 
nothing  of  fuch  a  fuit.  Nor,  indeed,  was  it 
poiTibie  that  he  fhould  know  any  thing  of  a 
fuit  in  my  name.  For,  as  I  afterwards  found, 
it  was  indifcreetly  carried  on  then  in  the  name 
of  the  claimants,  M)\  Davy's  executors,  who 
had  even  m.ade  me  a  party  againft  my  own 
eaufe,  by  joining  me,  in  their  application  to 
the  court,  with  Adr.  Calcraffs  executors.  And 
this  occafioned  the  latters  fending  to  me  when 
they  filed  their  anfwer. 

Lord  Huntingdon  J  juftly  incenfed  at  my  appa- 
rent duplicity,  wrote  me  a  letter  full  of  the  moft 
fevere  reproaches;  faying  every  thing  in  it 
that  a  generous  heart  muft  feel,  when  it  fup- 
pofes  itfelf  the  dupe  of  deception.  This  letter 
his  Lordlliip  lent  by  his  relation  before-men- 
tioned; to  whom  I  explained  the  whole  affair, 
notwithllandinp;  I  was  lb  greatlv  fhocked  at  the 
contents  of  the  epiille,  that  I  could  fcarcely 
fummon  fortitude  fufficient  to  do  it.  Dupli- 
city being  a  crime  of  the  firft  magnitude,  in  my 
cftimationi  and  with  which  it  has  ever  been, 

my 
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my  boaft  that  I  hav^e  been  totally  unacquainted, 
a  charge  of  this  nature,  conlequently,  could  not 
fail  of  giving  me  uncommon  pain. 

Yet  my  anxiety  to  clear  myfelf  from  fo  cut- 
ting an  impeachment,  gave  me  courage  to 
fmoother  my  feelings,  in  order  to  exonerate 
myfelf.  In  doing  this,  I  dwelt  much  upon  the 
happinefs  I  had  flattered  myfelf  with  receiving 
from  his  Lordihip's  promifed  vifits.  Which, 
I  faid,  m.uil  refled:  infinite  credit  upon  thofe  he 
honoured  with  his  acquaintance  ;  as  the  bril- 
liancy of  his  talents,  his  acknowledged  fenie, 
wit,  and  good  breeding,  not  only  rendered  him 
conlpicuous  in  all  the  foreign  Courts,  but  juftly 
entitled  his  Lordfhip  to  the  encomium  pafied 
on  him  by  the  late  Lord  Cbejlerfield,  who  pro- 
nounced him  "  one  of  the  brighteil  ornaments 
of  the  Englilh  Nobility."  This,  I  continued, 
caufed  the  pain  produced  by  his  difpleafure  ta 
be  the  more  fenfibly  felt. 

From  the  fervent  manner  in  which  I  exprefled 
myfelf  upon  this  occafion,  for,  as  I  have  faid 
before,  I  know  not  a  medium  when  my  fenli- 
bility  is  awakened,  my  vifitor  threw  out  fome- 
thing  like  an  inuendo  of  his  Lordfhip's  having 
formerly  been  a  gallant  of  mine.  I  affured  him 
that  he  was  miftaken;  which  impreffed  his 
Lordfhip's  bounty  the  deeper  on  my  heart.  The 
moment  I  had  uttered  thefe  words,  the  round 
face  of  the  gentleman  loft  its  rotundity,  and 
lengthened  into  an  extreme  oblong.  He  im- 
mediately arofe  from  his  feat,   faying.  Then, 

indeed. 
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indeed,  it  alters  the  cafe."  And  muttering 
fome  words  to  hinafelf,  which  I  could  not  diftin- 
guilh  the  purport  of,  he  haftily  took  his  leave. 
I  wrote  foon  after  to  Mr.  IVedderburn,  to 
defircpermifiion  to  wait  on  him  at  his  firft 
leifure ;  but  was  not  honoured  with  an  aiTe^ 
fvver.  Which  I  fuppofe  was  owing  to  the 
multiplicity  of  buiinefs  he  was  engaged  in.' 
I  was  therefore  obliged  to  content  myfel'f 
with  the  hopes,  that  if  ever  I  fhould  get  th^ 
fuit,  it  would  afford  me  an  opportunity  of 
explaining  the  affair  to  Lord  Huntingdon.--' 
The  only  mode  of  attoning  for  a  real  error, 
or  excufing  ^.fuppofed  one,  is  by  an  open  and 
imreferved  explanation.  This  is  the  method 
1  have  now  purfued,  and  I  hope  it  will  tend 
to  imprint  on  his  Lordffiip^s  mind,  if  my 
/'  Apology"  fhould  faUinto  his  hands,  a  more 
favourable  idea  of  the  tranfaftion  than  he  has 
hitherto  entertained  of  it.  He  has,  till  now, 
been  able  to  judge  only  from  appearances; 
and  thefe,  I  acknowledge,  have  been  againft 
me.  But  the  foregoing  elucidation  having 
now  placed  every  circum fiance  in  its  true 
light,  I  flatter  my felf  it  will  reftoreme  to  his 
Lordiliip's  good  opinion,  on  which  I  fet  no 
common  value.— I  muft jull  be  permitted  to 
repeat,  that  there  is  no  one  living,  who  can 
hold  even  the  appearance  of  duplicity  in 
gr-earer  deteflation  than  myfelf. 

G.  A.  B, 

LET- 
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LETTER       XCIII. 

Jan.  4,  17—. 

I  Think  I  informed  yon,  that  upon  my 
leaving  Parliament-flreet,  Lord  Tyraivley 
had  taken  my  Ton  Harry  Calcraft,  and  placed 
him  at  an  academy  near  Greenwich,  in  order 
to  be  near  him  when  at  Blackheath,  where 
he  mollly  refided.  Plis  Lordfhip  was  par- 
ticularly fond  of  the  boy,  whom  he  feemed 
to  think  a  nonpareil;  and  was  greatly  con- 
cerned at  finding  him  bent  upon  going  to 
fea.  But  as  my  young  gentleman  was  not  to 
be  contradicted,  he  was  fent  out  as  a  mid- 
ihipman  on  board  a  man  of  war.  When  he 
heard  of  his  father's  death,  he  refolved  to 
quit  his  nautical  employment,  which  he  was 
now  tired  of,  and  turn  fine  gentleman ;  a  pro- 
feflion  he  was,  indeed,  much  better  qualified 
for  than  the  former. 

About  this  period,  LordTyrawley  died.  An 
incident  that  did  not  much  affedl  me  at  the 
time  it  happened,  as  his  Lordfhip's  faculties 
had  been  lo  much  impaired  for  a  long  while 
before  he  departed  this  life,  that  his  diflblu- 
tion  was  rather  to  be  wifhed  for  than  dreaded. 
It  is  very  fingular  (but  I  think  I  have  made 
a  fimilar  remark  before)  that  thofe  who  are 
endowed  with  talents  fuperior  to  the  gene- 
rality of  their  fellows-creatures,  have  molt 
commonly  the  unhappinefs  to  furvive  their 

mental 
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mental  qualities.  And  in  every  coniideratc 
mind  it  muft  give  rife  to  the  moft  humiliating 
fenfations,  to  behold  thofe  we  look  up  to  as 
the  phcDcnomenas  of  the  age,  reduced  again  to 
a  ftate  of  childhood.  A  circumftance  vvhicfi 
fully  confirms  the  truth  of  Solomon^  affertion, 
*'  That  all  is  vanity  and  vexation  of  fpirit." 
Or,  as  Shakfpeare  finely  defcribes  it,* 
*'  Laft  fcene  of  all, 

^^  That  ends  this  ftrange  eventful  hiftory, 

*^  Is  fecond  childiUmefs,  and  mere  ob- 
livion, 

*'  Sans  teeth,  fans  eyes,   fans  ta fie,  fans 
every  thing." 

IvTifs  O'^Hara  formally  announced  to  me  his 
Lordfhip's  death,  and  the  day  appointed  for 
his  funeral;  which  was,  it  feems,  fixed  for 
the  Sunday  following  his  demife.  His  Lord- 
flilp  had  ordered  by  his  will  that  his  remains 
lliould  be  depofited  in  Chelfea  Hofpital 
among  the  old  veterans  who  had  fo  ofteri 
fought  under  his  command.  As  he  did  not 
expert  that  any  compliment  would  be  paid 
him  by  Government,  he  defired  that  his 
funeral  might  be  a  private  one,  and  half  a 

fuinea  given  to  each  foldier  that  attended. 
Jijs  O^Hara  to  obey  her  father's  will,  to  the 
very  letter  of  it,  r^^^each  man  who  hadaBimlly 
fought  J  with  his  Lordfhip,  and  as,  I  believe, 
there  was  only  about  tweilty-fiv-e  of  thofe 
living,  they  only  were  diied:ed  to  attend. 

*  4*  yo"  '^'^^  '^>  A6\  II.  Scene  IX. 

As 
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As  I  fiippofed  his  Lordlhip's  funeral  rites 
had  been  celebrated  on  the  day  which  had 
been  announced  tome,  I  went  into  mourning. 
But  fome  days  after,  having  a  great  deal  of 
company  we  went  into  the  Drawing-room. 
We  had  not  been  there  long,  before  wc 
obferved  a  hearfe  fplendidly  adorned  with 
efcutcheons  and  trophies  of  honour.  Upon 
this  we  all  flocked  to  the  windows;  and  as 
it  came  from  the  undertakers  the  corner  of 
Golden-fquare,  we  had  a  full  view  of  this 
gorgeous  receptacle  of  the  dead.  But  how 
great  was  my  aftonilhment,  when  I  beheld 
that  the  efcutcheons  bore  the  three  Black 
Lions,  his  Lordlhip's  arms.  I  was  no  longer 
miftrefs  of  myfelf.  What  I  could  fupport 
at  a  diftance,  upon  a  nearer  view,  ftruck  me 
with  the  moft  fevere  anguifh,  and  over- 
whelmed me  with  grief. 

Upon  enquiry  I  found,  that  a  public  bu- 
rial had  been  offered  by  Government,  in 
order  to  pay  due  refpedt  to  his  Lordfhip's 
memory  and  valour;  but  was  declined  by 
his  much  favoured  daughter.  Who  alledged 
the  fulfilling  her  father's  defire,  as  expreffed 
in  the  will,  as  a  reafon  for  her  refufal,  I  am, 
however,  perfuaded,  that  could  her  pride 
have  been  gratified  without  the  expence  of 
the  half  guineas,  as  every  penfioner  in  the 
hofpital,  had  the  offer  been  accepted  of, 
would  have  walked,  fhe  would  gladly  have 

VOL.  IV,  S  confented. 
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confented.     This  had  occalioned  the  cere- 
mony to  be  poftponed. 

Juft  after  this  event,  my  fon  Harry  re- 
turned from  abroad ;  which,  to  a  mother 
who  loved  him  to  excefs,  was  no  fmall  hap- 
pinefs.  He  continued  with  me  for  fome 
months;  but  having  the  misfortune  to  cml- 
iiedl  himfelf  with  one  of  the  worftof  v/omen, 
to  my  no  fmall  mortification  he  removed  to  a 
lodging  where  he  might  take  greater  liber'- 
ties  than  he  could  at  the  boufe  of  a  parent. 

About  the  fame  period  my  el  deft  foft 
George  Metham  returned  jFrom  America.  Hav- 
ing there  fignalized  himfelf  by  his  courage 
and  intrepidity ;  particularly  in  taking  a 
fort  of  fome  importance  with  a  handful  of 
men ;  by  way  of  recompertce,  he  was  pro- 
moted to  a  company;  which,  though  ob- 
tained by  purchafe,  Was  a  fingiilar  mark  of 
diftih£tion  at  his  age. 

His  return  made  me  completely  happy 
for  the  time,  as  he  was  not  only  the  beft  of 
fons,  but  a  iincere  friend,  and  affedionate 
brother.  And  though  he  could  not  boaft 
the  brilliancy  of  parts  with  Hurry ^  he  might 
value  himfelf  upOn  the  ftric^eft  honour,  and 
one  of  the  bed  of  hearts.  Hisfirft  care  was 
to  aflift  me  ;  which  he  did  to  the  extent  of 
his  power.  He  then  went  in  fearch  of  my 
younger  fon,  who  had  enthralled  himfelf 
greatly  ;  and  riotwithftatiding  he  was  under 
age,  had  got  into  confinement. 

Captain 
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Captiun  Metham's  credit  unfortunately  was 
good.  He  was  fecurity  for  his  brother  to  a 
very  large  amount.  And  this  not  only  for  a 
fum  fufficient  to  exonerate  him  from  debt, 
but  to  purchafe  him  a  commiffion  in  the 
fame  regiment  to  which  he  belonged  ;  as  he 
entertained  not  the  leafl:  doubt  of  his  bro- 
ther's readinefs  to  go  to  America.  My  eldeft 
fon,  however,  having  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
changing, as  he  then  thought,  to  advantage, 
into  a  regiment  at  Jamaica,,  and  having  like- 
wife  obtained  the  place  of  deputy  governor 
of  Fort  Charles  in  that  ifiand,  he  was  pre- 
vented from  attending  his  brother  as  pro- 
pofed. 

The  confequence  of  which  was,  that  fooa 
after  his  departure,,  the  unworthy  woman, 
who  had  got  an  afcendency  over  my  younger 
fon,  prevailed  upon  him  to  difpofe  of  his- 
€oinniiffion,  and  accompany  her  to  France. 
He  there  involved  himfelf  in  debts  to  the 
amount  of  twelve  hundred  pounds ;  and  v/as 
once  more  put  in  confinement.  And  in  this 
fituation  he  remained  for  fome  time,  till  Mr\ 
IVilliams,  one  of  Mt\  Calcraft^s  executors,  a 
very  refpedtable  perfon,  went  to  redeem  him. 
Captain  Metharn's  going  to  Jamaica  gave  me 
the  mod  poignant  grief,  as  I  trembled  for  a 
life  made  doubly  precious  to  me  from  his 
being  a  friend  as  well  as  a  fon. 

Mr,  IVoodzmrd,  was  now,  no  longer  able 

to  conceal  the  complaint  under  which  he 

S  2  had 
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had  fo  long  laboured.  In  confeqnence  of 
a  fall  he  met  with  at  the  theatre,  it  came 
upon  him  with  fuch  force,  that  he  was  jdb- 
■  liged  to  call  in  Mr.  Bromfield.  But  notwith- 
llanding  the  great  ikitl  of  that  gentleman, 
and  his  inceirant  attention,  there  appeared 
but  little  hopes  of  his  accomplifhing  a  cure. 

This  eminent  adlor  had  the  year  before 
compromlfed  his  law-fuit  with  Air,  Barry. 
He  had  then  taken  bonds  payable  yearly  for 
a  term  of  years,  at  two  hundred  pounds  every 
March.  He  had  fome  time  before  aiked 
nie,  who  I  would  advife  Ihould  be  his  exe- 
cutor; as  he  kindly  inform.ed  me  he  pur- 
pofed  leaving  me  the  whole  of  what  he  pof-. 
fcffed,  exciuiive  of  the  intereft  of  a  fum  of 
money  in  the  funds,  which  he  intended  be- 
queathing to  his  brother,  for  his  life.  As  I 
had,  and  with  reafon,  the  highell  opinion 
of  the  honour  and  integrity  of  Townley  Ward 
Ejq;  I  immediately  named  him.  He  ac- 
cordingly made  the  will.  And  happy  had 
it  been  for  me,  had  that  will  fubfifted.  I 
ihould  then  have  received  fome  benefit  frorn 
what  was  bequeathed  to  me. 

But  here  again  my  ufual  ill  luck  attended 
me.  Mr.  Woodward  had  defired  Mr.  PPard  to 
get  Barry's  life  infured,  as  he  alfo  was  in  a 
decline,  and  thought  to  be  in  danger.  But 
through  the  multiplicity  of  bufinefs  that 
gentleman  was  engaged  in,  the  clerk,  who 
v/as  ordered  to  procure  the  policy,  forgot  it. 

Upon 
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Upon  the  demife  of  BiV'j,  Mr,  ^^oodward 
was  difpleafed  at  the  omiflion  ;  not  confider- 
ing  the  improbability  of  any  office  infuring 
the  life  of  aperfon^  whole  bad  flatc  of  health 
made  it  fo  very  precarious.  He,  however, 
immediately  applied  to  a  neighbour,  whofe 
name  was  Cor/iiJJj,  and  requefbed  that  he 
would  be  one  of  his  executors;  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  fend  his  attojney  to  make  a 
a  frefh  wili.  There  were  very  little  hopes, 
when  this  happened,  of  his  recovery,  as  he 
had  been  in  the  moH  excrutiating  torments- 
for  five  months,  and  every  day  his  decay 
became  more  and  more  vifiblc. 

My  attention  he  had  every  claim  to.  He 
ccrifulted  me  upon  the  alteration  of  his 
will,  which  gave  me  the  moil  fenfible  mor- 
tification, and  defired  me  to  make  choice  of 
fome  perfon  to  be  executor  with  Cornijlo,  As 
I  have  at  all  times  (which  I  have  very  fre- 
quently had  oecafion  to  obfcrve)  an  infupe- 
rable  objetftlon  to  difpute  about  pecuniary 
affairs;  and  his  illncis  making  me  appre- 
henfive  that  he  might  rake  umbrage  at  my 
attempting  to  conCradi(5t  him;  I  thought 
myfelf  obliged  to  fubmif.  I  accordingly 
requeued  Wiliumi  Bromfield,  Efq^y  to  accept 
the  truft. 

I,    I  had  not  indeed  any  particular  reafon  to 

exped:  the   friendftiip  of    that  gentlem.an.. 

He  had  attended  me  at  my  mothers  u  hen  I 

was  a  girl,  for  a  complaint  in  my  finger,, 

S3        '       '  wHicli 
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which  It  was  feared  would  turn  to  a  morti- 
fication. And  when  I  was  fo  unfortunate  as 
to  refide  in  ParliamcRt-ftreet^  he  had  made 
me  a  requeft  1  could  not  poffibly  complv 
with,  another  gentleman,  of  the  profeffion 
having  every  right  to  claim  the  little  interell 
I  had,  from  the  very  great  attention  he  had 
always  paid  me.  But  notwithftanding  this,, 
I  imagined  from  his  behaviour  towards  me 
at  the  prefent  juncture,  where  I  had  an  op- 
portunity of  feeing  him  every  day  with  his 
dying  patient,  that  I  Hiould  meet  in.  him  an 
indulgent  protedior.^ 

I  have  always  had  the  higheft  efleem  for 
Mr>.  Bromfield.  And  notwithftandiug  I  have 
been  treated  with  the  utmoil  inhumanity,, 
from  the  executors  refufing  to  acft,  and  leav- 
ing me  totally  in  the  power  of  theirattorney, 
lacquit  Mr.  Bromfield ;  asto  my  certain  know- 
ledge many  falfhoods  have  been  repeated  to 
him  to  poifon  his  mind  againft  me,,  by  a 
perfon,  in  order  to  prevent  coming  to  a  regular 
account. 

I  am  forry  to  fay,  that  many  are  the  in- 
flances  I  could  give  of  the  inhuman  treat- 
ment I  have  received  upon  this  occaiion.  In= 
the  firft  place  he  involved  what  was  be- 
queathed to  me  by  Mr.  Woodzvard  in  two  law- 
fuits,  one  with  the  brother  of  my  deceafed 
friend,  and  the  other  with  the  executor  and 
executrix  of  Mr.  Barry,  whom  he  fuedhere  in 
'England,  inflead  of  employing  Mr, Burton  in 

Dublin^ 
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Dublin,  who  had  thewarrants  to  the  bond  left 
with  him,  to  enter  judgment  on  Crow-ftreet 
Theatre,  in  cafe  of  non-payment  of  theftupi- 
latedfums.  Nor  is  the  account  hehasfent  me, 
by  any  means  the  fame,  as  that  delivered  me 
by  Mr.  CorniJJj,  who  ad;ed  as  executor  for  a 
time.  He  neither  gives  credit  for  the  mo- 
nies left  in  his  hands,  nor  for  what  he  has 
received  fince. 

I  mention  thefe  circumflances,  in  hopes 
t-hat  fome  gentleman  of  the  law,  who  is  pof- 
feffed  of  knowledge,  joined  with  humanity^ 
will  favour  me  with  his  affiflance  upon  this 
oecalion,  and  endeavour  to  refcue  a  diftrefled 
and  ill-treated  woman  out  of  fuch  hands. 
That  there  are  gentlemen  in  the  law,  who 
are  as  confpicuous  for  their  probity  and  phi- 
lanthropy as  for  their  abilities,  I  am  well 
alTured,  notwithftanding  my  fevere  ftriftures 
on  one  branch  of  the  profejjion,  in  a  former 
letter. — To  fuch  I  beg  leave  to  recommend 
my  cafe  ;  and,  for  their  perufal,  fhall  infert 
a  copy  of  Mr.  fVoodzvard's  will,  from  which 
they  will  be  able  to  form  a  judgement  of 
my  claims ;  and  I  flatter  myfelf  that  fome 
mode  of  redrefs  might  be  found  out  and 
purfued. 

To  Lord  Mansfield,  that  great  luminary  of 
the  law,  do  I  likewife  look  up.  And  I  will 
mod  humbly  hope,  from  his  Lordfhip's  well- 
know^n  love  of  juilice,.  and  his  humanity, 

j:hat 
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that  the  caufe  of  a  deprelTed  woman  will  not 
be  thought  unworthy  of  his  attention. 

Col)y  of  Mr.  Woodward's  Will. 

"  In  the  Name  of  GOD,  Amen.  I 
"  Henry  Woodwardy  of  Chapcl-flreet,  Grof- 
"  venor-place,  in  the  parilh  of  St.  George, 
•,"  Hanover-fquare,  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
"  dlefex,  being  of  found  mind^,  memory, 
"  and  underftanding,  do  make  and  publifli 
?'  this  my  lafl  will  and  teftament^  as  folr 
"  lows.: 

"  Firft,  I  do  order  and  dire(5t,  that  my 
**  funeral  expences,  andmyjufl  debts,  be 
*'  fully  paid  and  fatisfied ;  and  the  expences 
"  of  proving  this  my  will. 

'^  Item.  I  give  to  fVUUam  Bromfieldy  Efg; 
^'  one  hundred  guineas,  and  my  onyx  ring.; 
"  and  to  my  neighbour,.  AIp.  Mafon  Corn'ijh^ 
'*  twenty  guineas  for  a  ring. 

"  Item.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  friend, 
-**  George  Anne  Bellamy y  my  gold  watch,  chain, 
*«  and  feals.  And  alfo  my  plate,  jewels^ 
"  linnen,  and  china,  and  the  whole  of  the 
"  furniture  of  the  houfe  in  Chapel- flreet 
"  aforefaid» 

"  Item.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  ex- 
"  ecutors,  herein  after  named,  and  the  fur- 
*'  vivor  of  them,  and  the  executors  and 
*'  adminiftrators  of  the  :fuf;Vivor  of  them, 
•'  feven  hundred  pounds  in  the  three  per 
.**  cent,  conlblidated  bank  ann\:iries,  Hand- 

"  ine 
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"  ing  in  my  name  in  the  books  of  the  Go- 
*'  vernor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
'*  land,  in  iruji,  to  and  for  the  feveral  ufes, 
'^  intents  and  purpofes  herein  after  men- 
"  tioned  ;  that  is  to  fay,  in  iruJi,  to  receive 
"  the  intereft,  dividends,  and  produce  there- 
"  of,  and  pay  the  fame,  as  it  from  time  to 
"  time  becomes  due  and  payable,  nnto  my 
"  brother  John  IVoodward,  tallow-chandler, 
*'  at  Cripplegate,  London,  during  his  na- 
"  tural  life ;  and  from  and  immediately 
<*  after  his  deceafe,  in  tnfj}^  to  fell  and  dif- 
*^  pofe  of  the  faid  feven  hundred  pounds 
'*  three  per  cent,  confolidated  bank  an- 
'*  nuities,  and  to  lay  out  and  inveft  the  nio- 
**  nies  arifing  from  the  fale  thereof,  in  the 
purchafe  of  an  annuity  to  be  fecured  in 
*^  their,  own  name,  and  at  their  own  difcre- 
^*  tion,  for  and  during  the  natural  life  of 
"  George  Anne  Bellamy^  And  I  do  hereby 
**  diredlr,  and  it  is  my  exprefs  will,  intent, 
**  and  deiire,  that  my  faid  executors  and 
"  truftees,  and  the  furvivor  of  them,  do 
"  and  fhall,  from  time  to  time,  receive  the 
faid  annuity,  as  the  fame  fhall  become 
quarterly  due  and  payable,  and  then  pay 
the  fame  perfonally  to  the  {^\d  George  Jnne 
Bellamy ;  and  that  her  receipt  alone  fhall, 
from  time  to  time,  be  a  difcharge  to  my 
"  executors  and  truftees  for  the  fame.  And 
"  it  is  my  further  exprefs  will,  intent,  and" 
"  diredion,  that  the  faid  annuity  fhall  be 

"  for 
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for  her  folc  ufe,  and  that  the  mone)'*  nii- 
fing  therefrom  iliall  not  be  liable  to  the 
payment  of  the  debts,  or  to  the  falc  or 
alignment  of  the  faid  Ck'oroe  ylnne  Bcllcuin'j 
or  to  the  payment  of  the  debts,  j)ower, 
controul,  of  any  perfon  llie  may  hereafter 
marry.  But  in  cafe  of  the  death  of  the 
faid  George  /Imie  Bellamy  in  the  life-time  of 
my  faid  brother,  then  in  /r////,  from  and 
imniedialcly  after  her  death,  to  transfer 
the  faid  feven  hundred  pounds  three  per 
cvnx.  confoliilated  annuities  to  him,  his 
executors,  adminiftrators  and  affigns. 
*'  All  the  reft,  refidue,  and  remainder  of 
my  perfonal  cllate  whatfoever,  or  wherc- 
foevcr,  that  I  fliall  be  poirciTcd  of  at  tho 
time  of  my  deceafe,  I  do  hereby  give  and. 
bequeath  unto  my  executors  hereafter 
named,  in  //•////,  to  fell  and  difpofe  of  tho 
fame,  with  all  convenient  fpecd,  next  after 
my  deceafe  ;  and  with  the  monies  ariling 
from  fiich  fale  thereof,  purchafe  an  an- 
nuity, to  be  fecured  in  their  own  names, 
and  at  their  own  difcretion,  for  and  du- 
ring the  natural  life  of  the  faid  George  Anne 
Bellamy.  And  I  do  hereby  dired:,  and  it 
is  my  exprefs  will  and  defire,  that  my  faid 
executors,  and  the  furvivors  of  them,  do 
a  nd  fliall,  from  time  to  rinie,  receive  the 
faid  annuity,  as  the  fame  fliall  from  time 
to  time  become  quarterly  due  and  pay^- 
able,  and  then  pay  the  fame  perfonally  ta 

"  the 
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"^*  the  faicl  George  Anne  Bclhnuy^  nnd  whofc  rc- 
<*  ccipt  alone  Ihall,  iVom  time  to  time,  be  a 
<*  diTchar^e  to  mv  executors  and  trullecs  tor 
"  the  llime.  And  it  is  my  luithcr  cxprefs 
«'  will,  intent,  and  diietlilion,  that  the  laid 
*'  annuity  fliall  be  for  her  folc  life,  and  that 
*'  the  money  ariling  theretVom  fliall  not  be 
*'  liable  to  any  debts,  or  to  the  I'ale  or  af- 
*'  fignnicnt  of  the  fiid  Gcoioe  J^uc  Helhwiy, 
*"•  or  to  the  payment  of  debts,  j)Ower,  or 
f*'  controul,  or  difpofal  of  any  pcrfon  flic  may 
**■  hereafter  marry. 

"  And,  lallly,  I  do  hereby  nominate, 
''  conllitute,  and  appoint,  the  aforefaid  fVil- 
*'  I'lam  Bromjic/J,  E/'q,  and  the  faid  A'Tufon 
"  CorniJl\  executors  and  truiiees  of  this  my 
"  will;  hereby  revoking  and  making  void 
"  all  former  wills  by  mc  at  any  time  hcre- 
"  tofore  made  3  and  hereby  declaring  this 
"  my  lad:  will  and  tcftamcnt.  In  witnefs 
*'  whereof  I  the  faid  Henry  IVooikvard  have, 
**  to  this  my  laft  will  and  teftament,  fct  my 
*'  hand  and  feal,  this  20th  day  of  January, 
"   in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1777. 

"  Signed, 

HENRY  WOODWARD. 


Signed,  fealcd,  pnblilhed,  and  declared 
"  by  the  fuid  Henry  IVvoiiward,  as  and 

«  for 
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*^  for  his  lail  will  and  teftanient,  in  the' 
**■  prefence  of  us, 

*^  Ann  Pitt, 

*^    E.  WiLLET. 

"  No.  89,  Wardour-ilreet,  Soho." 

Thus  have  I  laid  before  you'  (I  addrefs 
myfelf  again  to  you)  the  contents  of  the 
lait  will  and  teftament  of  my  dear  departed 
friend.  Nothing  can  be  mote  clearly  ex- 
prelTed,  or  more  plainly  intended  for  my 
benefit,  than  it  is. — One  would  imag-ine  that 
it  was  next  to  mipoffible  to  counterad  the 
kind  intent  of  it. — And  yet,  f?om  the  moft 
unaccountable  perverfion  of  it,  no  benefit 
has.,  as  yet,  arifen  to  me  from  it. — Could  the 
worthy  teilator  look  out  from  his  grave,  and 
fee  what  fteps  have  been  taken,,  his  honeft 
heart  would  bound  with  indignant  pulfa- 
tions. — But  I  will  not  anticipate  the  cir- 
eumftances. 

G.  A.  B. 


LET- 
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LETTER        XCIY. 

January  i3,  17— '. 

^I^HE  very  great  attention  I  paid  Mr, 
_£_  PVoodward  during  his  illnefs,  greatly 
affcded  my  health ;  as  he  feemed  not  to  be 
fatisfied  with  any  other  perfon's  being  near 
him,  or  doing  any  thing  for  him,  but  the 
furgcons  and  mylelf.  Indeed  his  fituatioii 
was  fo  critical,  that  had  he  not  been  treated 
with  the  utmofl  care,  he  could  not  have 
been  retained  in  this  world  fo  long.  During 
the  feven  months  of  his  inclifpoiition,  I  went 
into  a  bed  but  eleven  nights.  The  eve  of 
his  departure,  I  was  fo  greatly  indifpofcd, 
that  nature  wearied  out  could  fapport  no 
longer  ;  and  I  was  obliged  to  retire,  leaving 
him  to  the  care  of  a  gentlewoman,  who  was 
my  intimate,  and  who,  as  he  was  very  partial 
to  her,  Iharcd  in  giving  her  affiftance. 

He  bore  this  long  and  painful  illnefs  with 
the  greatefi  refignation  and  fortitude.  The 
morning  of  his  death,  Mr,  Bromfield  haftencd 
out  of  his  room  in  tears.  For  upon  his  fay- 
ing "  God  b'w'ye  Harry !"  my  dying  friend 
replied,  with  the  utmofl  compofure,  and  an 
affedting  tendernefs  in  the  modulation  of  his 
voice,  "  Farewel !  I  iliall  never  fee  you 
*'morc!"  When  I  approached  the  bed  to 
give  him  his  medicine,  he  regretted  not 
VOL.  IV.  T  having 
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having  fiifficient  power  to  repay  my  -Qii* 
v/earied  attention.  And  then  taking  me  by 
the  hand  with  fome  agitation,  he  faid,  *«  I 
'^  am  going.  Lord  have  mercy  upon  me!" 
and  expired. 

,  Thus  ended  a  man,  who  was  as  eminent 
for  reditude,  honour,  probity,  morality,  and 
religion,  as  he  was  allowed  great  in  his  pro- 
feffion.  And  though  eulogies  to  his  memory 
were  unnecefTary,  his  worth,  both  as  an  ac- 
tor and  as  a  valuable  member  of  fociety,  be- 
ing fo  well  known,  yet  it  has  been  often  a 
matter  of  furprize  to  me  that  among  the 
number  of  his  friends  and  of  his  cotempo- 
raries  at  Merchant-Taylors  School,  there 
appeared  no  public  tribute  to  his  merit,  ex- 
cept fome  lines  upon  the  occaiion  writen  by 
the  reverend  M?:  Madden. 

Upon  his  demife,  I  gave  way  to  that  grief 
I  had  endeavoured  to  fmother  during  his 
life  time.  And  indeed,  I  muft  have  been 
the  mofl  ungrateful  woman  breathing,  after 
the  repeated  obligations  he  had  conferred 
upon  me,  had  I  not  paid  every  tribute  to 
his  memory.  So  extreme  were  my  forrows, 
that  1  was  immediately  feized  with  a  fever, 
which  for  fome  days  rendered  me  infen- 
fible. 

At  this  time  I  was  flill  indebted  to  Laza- 
rus  the  Jeweller,  whom  I  have  already  men- 
tioned. His  fon-in-law  Solomon  being  his 
heir,  upon  hearing  of  the  legacy  Mr,  IVood- 

ivard 
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ward  had  jufl  left  me,  applied  to  an  attorney 
to  recover  the  debt.  This  attorney,  by  me- 
thods which  I  find  were  not  at  that  time 
uncommon,  profecuted  the  fuit, without  my 
knowing  any  thing  of  the  commencement 
of  it,  till  he  had  fued  out  an  outlawry 
ao-ainft  me.  He  declared  that  he  wrote  to 
me  to  demand  the  debt,  but  as  I  never  re- 
ceived the  letter,  I  could  not  anfwer  it. 
And  I  experienced  upon  the  occafion,  the 
moft  cruel  and  almoft  unprecedented  treat- 
ment. 

As  foon  as  I  was  able  to  be  moved,  I  was 
advifed  to  go  into  the  country,  it  being 
thought  improper  for  me  to  return  to  my 
own  houfe  (in  which  I  had  a  family  of  dif- 
tindtion,)  till  my  affairs  were  fettled.  Ac- 
cordingly, the  upholfterer  who  occaiionally 
let  my  houfe,  and  who  was  the  gentleman 
director  of  the  funeral  of  my  worthy  friend, 
was  deputed  to  get  me  a  lodging.  He  fixed 
upon  one  at  No.  3,  Walcot-place,  Lam- 
beth, to  which  place  I  removed. 

When  the  mittrefs  of  the  houfe  firft  faw 
me,  Ihe  apprehended  I  was  fent  there  to 
die.  This  apprehenfion,  and  fome  other 
perfonal  reafons,  made  her  very  uneafy  at 
my  having  a  lodging  in  her  habitation.  For 
though  I  had  never  fpoke  to  my  fair  hof- 
tefs  till  I  entered  her  houfe,  I  was  well  ac- 
quainted with  her  by  fight,  and  knew  her 
connexions.  This  occafioned  doubts,  which 
T  2  afterwards 
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afterwards  proved  fajfe  ones.  But  her  chief 
fear  was,  that  I  fhould  die  under  her  roof; 
of  which,  indeed,  there  appeared  to  be  the 
greateft  probability.  So  much  alarmed  was 
ihe  at  this  expe6tation,  that  fhe  declared  fhe 
could  never  ftay  in  the  houfe  after  fuch  an 
event  had  ha])pened. 

How  weak  muil  be  the  mind  that  indul- 
ges fuch  timorous  apprehenfions !  What  is 
there  in  thy  appearance,  oh  Death  !  which 
can  carry  terror  with  it  to  a  confiderate 
being  !  We  know  thou  art  the  inevitable 
attendant  on  mortality;  and  we  each  of  us 
are  fenfjble,  thou  mufl  fome  time  or  other 
be  our  fure  vilitor, — And  yet  we  fludioufly 
avoid  every  thought  relative  to  thee. — Thy 
very  name  raifes  difagreeable  ideas.  But  the 
light  of  thee  makes  the  generality  of  man- 
kind lliudder. — Death  is  indeed  armed  with 
terrors,  when  he  feizes  upon  his  prey  in  an 
vinprepared  ftate  *,  "  Unhoufel'd,  unanoint- 
*^  ed,  unaneal'd,  no  reckoning  made,  but 
''  fent  to  their  account  with  all  their  imper- 
♦/  fediions  on  their  head."  Then  indeed  is 
his  approach  alarming.  But  to  thofe  who 
endeavour  by  a  life  of  virtue  and  piety,  to 
obtain  the  favour  of  the  great  judge  of  the 
world,  he  will  undoubtedly  prove  a  certain 
relief  from 

"  The 

Hamlet,  MX  i,  Scene  5« 
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^«  The  whips  and  fcorns  of  time; 

**  Th' oppreflbr's  wrong;  the  proud  man's 

contumely; 
*'  The  pangs   of  defpiPd  love ;  the  law's 

delay; 
«*  The  infolence  of  office;  and  the  fpurns 
**  That  patient  merit  of  th'unworthy  takes; 
"  With  all  the  natural  fhocks  that  flefli  is 

heir  to.''* 

Mr.  Bromfield,  and  his  brother  the  apotho» 
cary,  who  attended  me,  and  to  whom  I  take 
this  opportunity  of  returning  my  thanks  for 
their  care  and  attention,  came  to  vifit  me 
likewifeatWalcot-place.  They  affured  the 
gentlewoman  of  the  houfe,  that  llie  need  be 
under  no  apprchcnfions  relative  to  the  pay- 
ment of  my  lodgings,  or  any  incidental  ex- 
pences,  as  there  was  money  enough.. 

However,,  till  my  affairs  were  totally  fet- 
tled, it  was  thought  advifeable  that  Ifliould 
not  make  ufe  of  my  own  name.  The  firfl 
that  ftruck  me,  was  that  of  fFeJi;  and  which 
,  I  accordingly  adopted..  I  had  indeed,  at 
that  time  na  right  to  the  name  of  ^Vejf;  not 
only  upon  account  of  the  legal  feperatioii. 
which  had  taken  place  between  the  perfon 
to  whom  it  had  once  belonged,  and  myfclf; 
but  likewife  from  Air.  Digges's  having  for- 
feited every  pretence  to  the  appellation,,  hf- 
by  having  once  more  engaged  at  the  Hay- 
market  Theatre,  under  the  aufpices  of  M-. 
T  3  Cukmam 

*Hamler,  A€i,  Scene  3, 
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Coleman.     Contrary,  as  you  may  remember,' 
to  the  condition,  on  which  alone  he  was  ex- 
prefsly  permitted  to  afTume  it. 

When  I  took  poffeffion  of  my  new  lod- 
gings, I  found  myfelf  without  money.  Ha- 
ving been  apprehenfive  of  diflurbing  the 
mind  of  my  late  worthy  friend,  as  he  ap- 
proached the  confines  of  eternity,  I  had 
forborne  to  alk  him  for  any,  for  Ibme  time 
paft.  Notwithftanding.  I  knew  that  he  had 
a  capital  fum  in  the  hands  of  Meff.  Drum- 
monds,  the  bankers ;  that  there  was  money 
due  to  him  from  Covent  Garden  Theatre  ; 
that  Mi\  Foote  was  confiderably  indebted 
to  him  ;  antl  that  General  Calcraft  owed  him 
four  hundred  pounds,  which  I  had  prevailed 
upon  Mr.  Woodzvard  to  lend  him  ;  yet  I 
rather  chofe  to  borrow  money  to  fee  the 
only  one  of  the  faculty  that  attended  him 
who  would  accept  of  tribute,  than  trouble 
him  at  that  awful  juncture. 

Upon  this  occafion,  the  celebrated  Dr, 
Fothergil,  having  heard  of  my  diftreffed  fitu- 
ation,  voluntarily  lent  me  a  hundred  pounds. 
What  greatly  inhanced  the  obligation  was, 
my  not  being  even  perfonally  known  to  him. 
Induced  by  humanity,  for  which  the  Do&or 
was  as  diftinguifhed  as  for  his  eminent  fkili 
in  his  profeffion  ;  and  having  in  his  youth 
be'en  acquainted  with  fome  of  my  relations 
by  my  mother's  fide,  who  were  of  his  own 
{eCt;  as  well  as  from  the  character  he  had 
heard  of  me  from  my  former  lively  inti- 
mate 
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mate  the  Goddefs  of  Dulnefs,  but  now 
Mary  H'^ordleyy  a  teacher  and  2i  preacher  among 
the  quakers  ;  he  mofl  generoiifly  fent  me 
the  money  by  a  gentleman  who  lived  in 
Theobald's-road,  by  profeffion  an  apothe- 
cary ;  but  vvhofe  name  I  have  forgot. 

This  debt,  as  it  was  attended  with  fuch 
proofs  of  liberality,  I  was  the  moft  anxious 
to  pay  of  any  I  owed.  I  had  given  at  the 
time,  a  bond  for  the  money,  and  v/ith  it  a 
judgment ;  but  the  Doditor  had  too  much 
generolity  to  think  of  entering  it  up.  I  had 
formerly  borrowed  a  fum  from  Mr.  PFood- 
ward,  for  which  the  upholflerer,  who  occa- 
lionally  let  my  houfe,  drew  up,  by  way  of 
fecurity,  an  affignment  of  my  furniture. 
But  foon  after  his  firft  illnefs,  that  worthy 
man  delivered  me  up  the  paper  containing 
the  affignment,  as  a  prefent  upon  his  birth 
day.  Confequently,  DoSor  Fotherg'ill  was 
the  only  perfon  who  had  any  claim  upon  m.y 
property  in  Brewer-llreet. 

It  was  not  long  before  Solomon'^  ruffians 
took  pofleffion  of  the  habitation  which  ber 
longed  to  my  late  refpedted  friend.  Terri- 
fied almoft  to  madnefs  when  I  received  the 
account ;  and  doubly  anxious  to  pay  DoElcr 
Fotbergil,  whofe  confidence  claimed  a  pre- 
ference to  any  other  creditor;  and  at  the 
iame  time  to  clear  myfelf  of  the  outlawry, 
the  very  name  of  which  Ihocked  me  be- 
yond defcription  j  I  gave  a  power  to  dlfpofe 

of 
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of  the  whole  of  my  furniture  both  in  Brewer 
flreet  and  Chapel  fireet,  in  order  to  exonerate 
me  from  thofetvvo  debts.  After  this  w^as done, 
there  was  fome  ballance  arifing  from  the 
the  fale,  but  it  was  not  very  confiderable  ; 
for  as  it  happened  to  be  the  dead  part  of 
fummer  when  the  goods  were  difpofed  of, 
and  mofl  of  the  genteel  people  out  of  town, 
they  were  fold  to  manifeit  difadvantage. 

During  the  firft  year  after  the  deceafe  of 
Mr.  JVoodwardy  I  received  at  different  times 
from  Mr.  Cornijh,  jifty-nine  pounds  ;  which  was 
all  I  ever  benefited  by  the  kind  intentions 
of  my  deceafed  friend.  And  even  part  of 
that  was  the  produce  of  my  own  effefls. 
This  comparatively  fmall  fum  I  was  obliged 
to  be  fatisfied  with,  notwith {landing  the 
money  at  MeJjrs.'Drummond'%^<NZ.%  immediately 
called  in,  as  well  as  all  the  other  monies 
which  were  due  to  him,  to  the  amount  of 
feventeen  or  eighteen  hundred  pounds.  Nor 
Vv^ere  the  debts  of  Mr.  Woodward  paid  imme" 
diatelji  according  to  the  letter  of  the  wilL 
It  was  at  leaft  a  year  and  a  quarter  after  his 
difeafebefore  they  were  fettled.  Mrs.  Crazvford 
has  likewife  been  left  in  quiet  poffeffion  of 
Crow-ftrcet Theatre, without  a  fhilling  being 
paid  of  the  ftipulated  two  hundred  pounds  a 
year  ;  though  by  a  proper  mode  of  proce- 
dure the  regular  payment  of  it  might  have 
been  inforced. 

Thus 


1 
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Thus  by  the  refiifal  of  the  executors  to 
comply  with  their  decciifed  friend's  dying 
requefl ;  and  the  Grange  condud:  of  Mr, 
fVillei  the  attorney  j  have  I  been  driven  to 
diftrefles,  even  greater  than  thofe  which  are 
felt  by  a  mendicant  in  the  flreet.  And  this, 
notvvith (landing  I  might  have  been  furnifhed 
with  a  comfortable  fubfiftence  by  the  enjoy- 
ment of  that  property  I  had  a  right  to  ex- 
pc6l.  But  I  refer  you  to  what  I  have  already 
ifaid  upon  the  fubje(5l. 

The  firft  year  after  Mr.  lVoodzvard\  de* 
eeafe,  I  was  tolerably  eafy  ;  fuppofing  that, 
at  the  ufual  time,  the  executors  would  fettle 
the  affairs.  In  lieu  of  which,  through  the 
inftigations  of  the  attorney,  whofe  views 
need  no  elucidating,  they  commenced  a  fuit, 
v/ithout  rhyme  or  reafon,  as  the  faying  is^^ 
againfl  Mr.  fVoodward's  brother.  Among  the 
papers  of  the  deceafed,  they  found  a  bond 
and  note  of  hjs,  which,  from  having  beea 
given  long  ago,  had  many  years  intereft 
upon  it.  It  amounted,  together,  to  a  fum 
that  would  nearly  fwallow  up  the  fum  left 
him. 

I  am  well  affured,  from  the  knovvledge  I 
have  of  my  friend's  humane  difpofition, 
and  great  diflike  to  every  fpecies  of  duplici- 
ty, that  the  bond  was  never  intended  to  be 
put  in  force.  And  Mr.  CorniJJj  lb  far  coin- 
cided with  me  ip  opinion,  that  he  promifed 
JBO  it  fliQuld  be  given  up.  But  this  was  over- 
ruled 
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ruled  by  the  perfon  who  forefaw  the  advan- 
tages that  would  arlfe  from  a  lawfuir.  I  ap-^ 
/rt/6tW  the  reafon  of  the  bond's  being  kept- 
by  Mr.  IVoodzvard,  was,  to  prevent  Incafe  of 
his  brother's  death,  his  wife  or  heirs  from 
behig  benefited.  For  his  brother  had  mar- 
ried a  perfon  whom  he  much  dilliked.  And 
fo  greatly  had  his  marriage  offended  him, 
that  it  was  with  the  utmofc  difficulty  I  could 
prevail  upon  him  ever  to  fee  or  fpeak  to 
him. 

It  certainly  could  not  be  meant,  as  the 
will  was  fo  recently  made,  that  the  legacy 
ihould  be  only  a  nominal  one,  as  it  would 
have  been,  had  fo  largeafum  been  deduced 
out  of  it.  Mr.  Ifoodivard  was  above  flich  du- 
plicity and  vain  oftentation.  And  I  mull 
add,  that  I  cannot  help  thinking,  though  I 
am  not  converfant  in  the  law,  that  as  Twas 
the  only  legatee,  and  who  alone  could  be  in- 
jured by  it,  my  defire  of  giving  up  the  bond 
and  note,  would  have  been  a  fufficient  in- 
ducement for  the  executors  to  confent  to  it, 
and  a  fufficient  authority  for  their  doing  it. 
But  this  mode  of  fettling  it,  would  not  have 
been  fo  advantageous  to  Mr.  JVillet.  The 
fweets  of  a  fuit  of  law  would  have  been  nip- 
ped in  the  bud.  And  he  could  have  found 
no  excufe  to  prevent  his  refunding  ;  a  term 
which  grates  upon  the  ear  of  nioft  ofthe 
gentlemen  of  his  profefiion. 

I  live 
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I  lived  a  year  and  a  quarter  at  Walcot- 
Place,  in  the  lodging  that  had  been  provid- 
ded  for  me,  and  a  very  exnenfive  one  it  was, 
exclufive  of  my  man  and  maid  fervant.  To 
fupport  this,  I  borrowed  money  upon  my 
plate,  and  difpofed  of  the  few  jewels  I  had 
left.  As  I  had  long  fecluded  myfelf  from 
the  world,  the  only  acquaintance  I  kept  up, 
was  one  female  intimate,  who  refided  in 
town,  and  the  family  where  I  lodged. 

Thus  ilep  by  {lep,  wdth  more  or  lefs  cele- 
rity, according  as  circiimllances  vary,  do 
thofe,  who  by  their  ow^n  imprudence,  the 
villany  of  others,  or  the  wanton  attacks  of 
fortune,  are  driven  from  the  elevated  brow 
of  profperity,  defcend  into  the  vale  of  adver- 
lity. — Steep  and  llippery  is  the  road  ;  and 
feldom,  very  feldom,  are  the  prifline  heights 
to  be  recovered. — And  the  uncertainty  of, 
when  we  have  reached  the  bottom,  adds  to 
the  horror  of  the  defcent. 

G,  A.  B. 
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complete  from  the  Text  of  Samuel  Johnfon,  and 
George  Steevens.  This  Work  is  intended  to  fupercede 
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from  the  lail  revilions  of  Dr.  Samuel  Johnlbn,  and 
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preface  to  each  play  ;  diflinguifliing  alfo,  fuch  palHiges 
as  are  ufually  omitted  in  reprefentation. 

The  plays  to  be  printed  by  Mefl'.  Fry  and  Couch- 
man,  in  a  llmall  pocket  fize,  fomething  larger  than 
Bell's  Edition  of  the  Poets,  on  two  forts  of  paper;  the 
bcft  of  which  will  be  fuperiine  writing-poft  quality,  on 
the  principle  of  the  fplended  Edition  of  Voltaire,  with 
Paris  ink,  on  a  new  Bourgeois  letter,  call:  and  deli- 
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LETTER     XCV. 

January  29th,   17— « 

MY  youngeft  fon  now  came  from 
France,  upon  his  being  of  age ;  and 
my  eldeft  fon  got  leave  of  abfence,  in  order 
to  return  to  England  upon  the  fame  occalion. 
When  they  met,  and  took  into  confidera- 
tion  the  fettlement  of  fomeofthe  debts  they 
were  mutually  engaged  for,  an  unhappy  dif- 
agreement  arofe  between  them.  My  fon 
CaUraft  infifted  that  he  would  not  pay  one 
of  the  contra(fls,  becaufe  it  was  ufurious. 
He  would  only  agree  to  return  the  principle 
with  five  per  cent,  intereft.  It  was  in  vain 
that  Captain  Metham  argued  its  being  the 
ijiual  mode  of  lending  money  in  fuch  cafes 
of  exigence,  and  urged  the  neceffity  there 
was  for  fubmitting  to  the  terms,  however 
grating.  Their  difpute  on  the  fubjed:  arafe 
to  fuch  a  height,  that  a  duel  was  nearly  the 
VOL.  v.  B  conic* 
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confequence ;  and  nothing  but  my  tears  and 
intreaties  could  have  prevented  it.  What  a 
dreadful  fituation  for  a  mother,  wTio  doated 
upon  her  fons,  and  whofe  happinefs  could 
alone  afford  her  any  confolation. 

Will  you  pardon  me  (yet  why  do  I  aik 
the  queflion  ?  I  know  you  will)  if  I  repeat  a 
few  lines  from  a  part  I  have  often  perform- 
ed, and  when  I  performed  have  mofl  fuf- 
ceptibly  felt  P  But  never  do  I  recoiled:  that 
they.ftruck  me  with  greater  force  than  on 
the  prefent  occalion.  They  are  part  of  the 
wailings  of  Conjlance,  when  Ihe  laments  the 
lofs  of  her  beloved  fon.  For  the  whole  of 
the  beautiful  and  aftecling  fcenes,"  I  refer 
you  to  the  piece.  And  not  much  Ihort  of 
her's  would  have  been  my  grief,  had  1  been 
robbed  of  either  of  my  fons  by  this  unnatural 
contefl.    I  then  Hiould  have  faid  with  her*, 

"  Grief  fills  the  room  up  of  my  abfent  child  ; 
**  Lies  in  his  bed;  walks  up  and  down  with 

*'  me  ; 
^'  Puts  on  his  pleafmg  looks ;  repeats  his 

^*  words; 
**  Remembers  me  of  all  his  gracious  parts  ; 
**  Stuffs  out  his  vacant  garments  with   his 

*'  form  : 
«'  Then  have  1  reafon  to  be  fond  of  grief.'* 

In  a  fhoit  time  after  his  arrival  in  England, 

my 

*  King  John,  ail  3(1.  fc«ne  6th. 
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my  yonngeft  Ibii  unfortunately  fell  into  the 
hands  of  fliarpers,  and  loft  very  large  fums 
at  play.  It  therefore  became  necellary  that 
he  lliould  go  abroad.  He  accordhigly,  thro* 
the  interell  of  a  friend,  got  a  commiffion  in 
the  fervice  of  the  I'ail-India  Company  at 
Bengal.  As  I  was  every  hour  in  expecftation 
of  having  my  affairs  fettled,  and  being  put 
in  polFeilion  of  what  Mr.  IFoodward  had  left 
me,  and  as  Captain  Metham  fupplied  me  with 
what  money  I  wanted  for  the  prefent,  I  had 
no  occalion  to  folicit  any  affiftance  from  him 
at  that  time. 

Juft  beiore  he  lailed,  he  called  upon  me,- 
and  appointed  the  Sunday  following  to  meet 
his  brother  at  my  apartments.  But  from 
fome  reafon  I  could  never  afcertain,  he  did 
not  fulfil  his  engagement.  Indeed  I  have 
been  iince  informed,  that  it  arofe  from  jea- 
loufy  of  my  having  a  greater  affeftion  for  his 
brother  than  himfelf,  through  my  refuiing 
him  fome  portraits  which  I  had  promifed  to 
my  eldeft  fon.  I  am  told  he  has  met  with 
the  grcatelt  fuccefs  in  his  negociations  at 
Indoftan,  and  is  foon  exped;ed  home.  Should 
this  happily  take  place,  I  form  the  moil 
fanguine  hopes,  from  that  fondnefs  he  al- 
ways exprelTed  for  me. 

Captain    Metham,    during    his    ftay    here, 

contrafted  a  friendfliip  with  a  brother  officer, 

a  man  diffipated  in  the  extreme.     They  lent 

each  other  their  names. ;  and  as  this  gentie- 

B  2  mail 
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man  was  poflelTed  of  an  eftate,  though  it  was 
greatly  involved,  it  was  not  difficult  to  raife 
money  upon  their  joint  fecu'rity.  But,  as  i» 
frequently  the  cafe  in  thefe  negociations, 
they  feldom  got  more  than  forty  pounds  in 
cjafh  for  their  notes  of  an  hundred.  The 
confequence  of  this  manner  of  going  on  was, 
that  my  fon  foon,  found  himfelf  greatly  en- 
tangled, and  obliged  to  return  to  Jamaica. 
Juft  before  he  went,  a  beautiful  young 
creature  called  upon  me  with  a  letter  from 
l^im;  which,  as  my  affording  the  miflrefs  of 
my  fon  protedlion,  might  appear  to  you  and 
the  world,  as  if  I  countenanced  his  illicit 
conned:ions,  and  draw  on  me  an  additional 
load  of  cenfure,  I  Ihall  tranfcribe  verbatim. 

"  My  Dear  Madam, 

"  LET  my  fituation  plead  my  excufe  for 
*^  this.  It  is  to  introduce,  to  you  a  young; 
"  woman,  whofe  greateft  fault  is  an  attach" 
''  ment  to  your  fon.  I  have  no  refource  left, 
"  but  to  rely  upon  my  father's  generofity  ; 
*^  a  faint  but  only  hope.  But  though  I 
*'  cannot  count  upon  his  protection,  I  can 
''  upon  your's  ;  who  are  too  good,  and  have 
^*  too  much  fenfe  to  be  offended  when  1  tell 
"  you,  that  at  this  time  fr.e  is  eutitkd  to  my  . 
**  tendereji  regards. 

"  My  circumftances  arefuch,  that  I  could 
"  not  even  call  on  you  before  I  go.  But  1  hope 
*^  a  few  years  will  amply  compenfate  for  the 

«^  mis- 
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«'  misfortunes  of  this  ;  and  that  we  may  both 
**  live,  till  I  have  proved  in  nuinberlefs 
**inf}:ances,  with  what  truth  I  am 

**  Your  mofl  affedionate  and  dutiful  fon,  ' 
"  George  Montgomery  MethamJ*. 

London,  Dec.  ^^,   iyj2. 
My  biith-day. 

My  circumflances  at  this  time  were  not 
in  the  moil:  ilourifhino;  ftate,  but  in  confide- 
ration  of  my  fon's  rcquefi:^  and  the  young 
pcrfon's  iiruation,  I  promifed  to  allow  her  a 
weekly  pittance,  as  long  as  I  could  afford  to 
do  fo.  I'his,  however,  it  v/as  not  in  my 
power  to  do  but  for  a  few  weeks. 

At  the  eiipiration  of  the  time  ufually 
limited  for  executors  to  fettle  the  affairs 
intrufted  to  their  care ;  a  trufi:  of  the  moft 
facred  and  important  nature  ;  I  waited  on 
il/r.  JVoodward  to  know  what  had  been  done. 
When,  to  my  inexpreffible  aftonifhment,  I 
was  informed,  that  there  was  no  money  for 
me,  nor  theleaft  room  for  me  to  expedt  any. 
They  added  that  I  muff  apply  to  Mr, 
IFilkt  their  attorney;  as  they  were  deter- 
mined to  be  guided  u'holly  by  him,  and 
being  refolved  not  to  ad:  themfelves,  they  had 
given  their  power  up  to  htm. 

Having  met  with  this  unexpected  rebuff,  I 
prevailed  upon  a  friend  of  Mr.  JVoodivard's  to 
call  on  Mr.  Bromfieldj  but  he  would  not  hear 
what  he  had  to  fay.  I  wrote  repeatedly  to 
him^  with  as  little  effect  j  my  letters  being 
B  3  referred 
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referred  to  Mr.  IVilkt.  At  length  driven  by 
diilrefs,  I  called  at  the  houfe  of  the  latter, 
where  I  was  treated  with  an  infolence  I 
never  before  experienced. 

He  informed  me  that  he  had  proceeded 
againft  Mr.  Crawford  till  he  had  got  execu- 
tion againfh  him.  And  upon  my  reprefent- 
ing  that  the  warrants  to  the  bonds  were  in 
the  hands  of  i\//-.  Burton  of  Dublin,  he  info- 
lently  replied,  that  indeed  he  would  not 
crofs  the  herring-pond.  Upon  my  aiking 
him  when  he  thought  I  might  expcft  any 
advantage,  he  told  me,  I  had  nothing  to 
expedt.  That  the  executors  had  as  good  a 
right  as  myfeif  to  the  effects,  if  there  were 
any;  as  I  fhould  fquander  it  all  away,  fup- 
poiing  any  advantages  were  to  arife  to  me. 

It  was  in  vain  for  me  to  remonllrate  vi'ith 
a_perfon  who  could  have  the  effrontery  to  tell 
me  this.  What  was  to  be  done  I  knew  not. 
Mr.  CormJJj  by  this  time  had  retired  from 
bufinefs  into  the  country.  And  Adr.  Brom- 
field  filll  periified  in  not  liftening  either  to 
perfonal  applications  or  letters;  or,  if  he  did, 
I  received  the  ufual  reference  to  one  from 
•whom  I  had  nothing  to  exped:. 

Thus  were  my  hopes  from  this  quarter, 
from  which  I  had  the  moif  rational  grounds ' 
of  expectation,  according  to  my  ufual  ill 
fortune,  fruftrated.  And  that,  like  many  of 
the  former,  not  through  any  mifconduct  of 
xny  own.    This  conlidcration  affords  me  great 

comforc 
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comfort  amidft  my  diilreffes ;  and  gives  me 
room  to  hope  that  the  application  I  made  in 
my  laft  letter  to  the  gentleman  of  the  law, 
will  not  prove  ineffectual,  but  procure  me 
from  among  them  fome  humane  and  power- 
ful proteftion.  ■ 

Finding  my  diflreffcs  through  this  dif- 
appointment  become  ferious,  I  dilcharged 
my  man  fervant;  which  I  did  with  relucfl- 
ance,  as  he  was  very  faithful,  and  had  lived 
with  me  a  confiderable  time.  I  likewife 
gave  up  the  apartments  I  occupied  at  firft, 
and  went  into  an  upper  room  in  the  fame 
houfe,  as  I  was  unable  to  pay  what  was 
already  due. 

My  fon  Metham  had  promifed  to  fend  me 
money  from  Jamaica,  but  I  could  not  ex> 
ped:  to  receive  it  for  fome  time.  I  found 
myfeif  greatly  diftrell,  as  I  had  borrowed 
money  from  Mr.  IVoodzuard's  brother,  with 
the  lure  expectation  of  being  able  to  repay 
it  at  the  expiration  of  the  year.  The  faith- 
ful girl  who  attended  me  would  not  leave 
me;  and  rather  chofe  to  fhare  my  diftrefs, 
Befides  all  thefe  difagreeable  circumftances, 
I  had  contracted  a  debt  at  a  fhop  in  the 
neighbourhood,  that  fupplied  me  with  every 
neceffary  except  bread  and  meat.  I  had 
given  a  Note  for  the  fum,  which  was  now 
become  due,  and  for  which  I  was  threatened 
with  confinement.  This  was  a  double  dif-. 
Jrefs  to  us,  as  it  deprived  us  of  the  greatefl 

part 
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part  of  our  fubfiftence,  and  reduced   us  to 
the  utmofl  extremity  of  want. 

I  had  now  parted  with  every  thing  that  I 
could  raife  a  fhilling  upon;  and  poverty 
with  all  her  horrid  train  of  evils  ftared  me 
in  the  face.  In  this  dreadful  fituation,  worm 
out  with  calamity,  and  terrified  with  the 
gloomy  prolped:  which  prefented  itfelf  to  my- 
view,  I  endeavoured  toperfuade  myfelf  that 
fuicide  could  not  be  a  crime,  1  had  no  per- 
fon  to  look  up  to.  Every  body  to  whom  I 
was  united  by  the  ties  of  blood,  were  abroad. 
Sir  George  Methard  had  prefented  me  with  a- 
temporary  relief;  but  he,  as  well  as  all  the 
nobility,  were  out  of  town.  Not  being 
pofTefTed  (as  I  thought)  of  alhilling,  nor  the 
expeftation  of  getting  one;  opprefTed  by 
debt;  without  the  common  neceffaries  of 
life;,  an  ufelefs  member  of  fociety;  and  the 
poor  girl  who  had  kindly  involved  herfelf 
in  my  diftrefs,  being  an  aggravation  of  it;  I 
taught  myfelf  to  believe  that  it  would  be  a 
meritorious  adtiontofree  myfelf  from  being, 
any  longer,  the  burthen  I  was  to  the  world 
and  myfelf.  I  accordingly  formed  the  refo- 
lution  to  put  an  end  to  my  exillence,  by 
throwing  myfelf  into  the  Thames. 

Unhappily  in  this  moment  of  defpair, 
every  fpark  of  that  virtuous  confidence  in 
heaven,  fo  forcibly  recommended  in  the  fol- 
lowing linesp  was  extinguiflied  in  my  bofom.* 

Tho! 

•  Phillifl. 
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*<  Tho'  pliingM   in  ills,    and  exercifed   ii^ 

"  care, 
«  Yet  never  let  the  noble  mind    defpair: 
"  When     prefs'd    by   dangers,    and    befet 

"  with  foes, 
*'  The  gods  their  timely  fuccour  interpofe  ; 
"  And  when  our  virtue  links,  o'erwhelm'd. 

*'  with  grief, 
<*  By  unforefeen  expedients  bring  relief." 

Infpired  by  the  black  ideas  which  had  got 
poffeffion  of  my  mind,  I,  one  night,  left  the 
houfe  between  nine  and  ten  o'clock.  As 
there  was  a  door  which  led  from  the  garden 
into  the  road,  I  went  out  unperceived  ;  for  I 
had  not  refolution  to  fpeak  to  my  faithful  at- 
tendant, wtiofe  anxious  eye  might  have  dif- 
covered  the  direful  purpofe  of  my  heart  im^ 
preffed  upon  my  countenance. 

Having  affeaied,  unobferved,  my  elope* 
ment,  I  wandered  about  the  road  and  fields, 
till  the  clock  was  on  the  point  of  ftriking 
eleven;  and  then  made  my  way  towards 
Weftminfter  bridge.  I  continued  to  rove 
about  till  that  hour,  as  there  was  then  a  pro- 
bability that  I  Ihould  not  be  interrupted  by 
any  paffengers  from  carrying  my  defperate 
defign  into  execution.  Indeed  I  was  not 
without  hopes  of  meeting  in  Saint  George's 
Fields  with  fome  Freebooter,  who  would 
have  prevented  the  deed  of  defperation  I  was- 
about  to  perpetrate^  by  taking  a  life  I  was: 

weary. 
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jveary  of.  Nor  would  this  have  been  an  im- 
probable expeftation,  had  I  met  with  any  of 
thofe  lawlefs  plunderers,  that  oftentimesr 
frequent  thofe  parts ;  for  their  difappoint- 
ttient  from  finding  me  pcnnylefs,  might  have 
excited  them  to  murder  me.  A  confum* 
mation  I  then  devoutly  wifhed. 

Having  reached  the  Bridge,  I  defcended 
the  fteps  of  the  knding  place,  with  a  fad  and 
folemn  pace,  and  fat  me  down  on  the  loweft 
ftair,  impatiently  waiting  for  the  tide  to  cover 
me.  My  defperation,  though,  refolute,  was 
not  of  that  violent  kind  as  to  urge  me  to  take 
the  fatal  plunge.  As  I  fat,  1  fervently  re- 
commended my  fpirit  to  that  Being  I  was 
going  to  offend  in  fo  unwarrantable  a  man- 
ner, by  not  bearing  patiently  the  afHiftions 
he  was  pleafed  I  Ihould  fuffer.  I  even  dared 
to  harbour  the  thought  that  a  divine  impulfe 
had  given  rife  to  the  idea;  as  if  "  theEver- 
*'  lafting  had  not  fixed  his  canon  'gainft  felf- 
«f  llaughter  1" 

The  moon  beamed  faintly  through  the 
clouds,  and  gavejuft  light  enough  to  diftin- 
guifli  any  paflenger  who  might  crofs  the 
bridge  ;  but  as  I  was  in  mourning,  there 
was  not  any  great  probability  of  my  being 
difcerned  and  interrupted.  I  had  taken  off  my 
bonnet,  and  apron,  and  laid  them  befide 
me  upon  the  ftairs ;  and  leaning  my  head 
upon  my  hands,-  remained  loll  in  thought, 
and    .  almoil     itupified     by     forrow     and 

the 
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the  reflections    which    crouded    upon    my 
mind. 

Here  paufe  a  moment,  and  admire  with 
me  the  ftran2:e  vicillirudes  of  life.  Behold 
your  once  lively  friend,  reduced  from  the 
enjoyment  of  eafe,  affluence,  efleem,  and 
renown  in  her  profefTion,  to  the  moft  def- 
perate  flate  that  human  wretchednels  will 
admit  of-— a  prey  to  penury,  grief,  con- 
tumely, and  defpair— {landing  tiptoe  on  the 
verge  of  this  world,  and  impioufly  daring  to 
ruih,  unbidden,  into  the  prefence  of  her  Cre- 
ator—I ihudder  at  the  recolledtion — Let  me 
draw  a  veil  acrofs  it,  and  proceed. 

In  the  penfive  pollure,  juft  defcribed,  did 
I  fit  for  fome  minutes  watching  the  gently 
fvv'clling  tide,  and  blaming  its  tardy  approach. 
When  it  pleafed  "  the  unfeen  power  (to 
exprefs  myfelf  in  the  words  of  I'kom^ 
^''  fon)  that  rules  the  illimitable  world,  that 
*'  guides  its  motions,  from  the  brighteft  liar, 
*'  to  the  leafl  dull  of  this  fin-tainted  mold," 
to  interfere  and  fnatch  me  from  deltruc- 
tion. 

I  was  fuddenly  roufed  from  my  aweful 
reverie,  by  tlic  voice  of  a  woman  at  fome 
little  diftance,  addreffing  her  child ;  as  ap- 
peared from  what  followed,  for  they  were 
neither  of  them  vifiblc.  In  a  foft  plaintive 
tone  flie  faid,  "  How,  my  dear,  can  you  cry 
*'  to  me  for  bread, when  you  know  I  have  not 
**  even  amorfel  to  carry  your  dying  father  ?'' 

She 


12  THE      LIFE      OF 

She  then  exclaimed,  in  all  the  bitternefs  of 
Avoe,  *'  My  God  1  my  God !  what  wretch* 
**  edneis   can  compare    to    mine!   But  thy. 
;*'  almighty  will  be  done." 

The  concluding  words  of  the  woman's  pa- 
thetic exclamation  communicated  inftan-' 
taneoufly,  like  the  eledtric  fpark,  to  my  de- 
fponding  heart-  I  felt  the  full  force  of  the 
divine  admonition.  And  ftruck  with  horror 
at  the  crime  I  had  intentionally  committed, 
I  bui-ft  into  tears ;  repeating  in  a  fincere  eja- 
culation, the  pious  fentence  flie  had  uttered, 
^^  thy  almighty  will  be  done  !^* 

As  I  put  my  hand  into  my  pocket,  to  take 
out  my  handkerchief  in  order  to  dry  my 
tears,  I  felt  fome  halfpence  there  which  I  did 
not  know  I  was  poffeffed  of.  And  now  my 
native  humanity,  which  had  been  depreffed, 
as  well  as  every  other  good  propenfity,  by 
'defpair,  found  means  to  refume  its  power  in 
my  mind.  Impelled  by  its  plealing  influence, 
I  haflily  run  up  the  fteps,  and  having  difco- 
vered  my  hitherto  invilible  monitrefs,  gave 
them  to  her.  I  received  in  return  a  thou- 
fandbleffings;  to  which  I  rather  thought  fhe 
had  a  right  from  me,  for  having  been  the 
means  of  obflrufting  my  dire  intents. 

I  now  returned  to  the  place  where  the  im* 
pious  fcene  was  to  have  been  acted,  and 
humbly  adored  that  Being  who  had  by  fuch 
an  eventual  circumftance  counterafted  it. 
And  for  the  firll  and  laft  time  in  my  life  felt 

a  fen- 
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a.  fenfation  of  happinefs  from  finding  there 
were  perfons  in  the  world  more  wretched 
•than  myfelf.  I  dare  fay  my  much  refped:- 
ed  *  Tbomfons  defcription  of  the  miferies  of 
human  life  will  here  occur  to  your  recollec- 
tion, as  they  do  to  mine  on  a  review  of  the 
incident. 

«'  Ah  little  do  the  gay,  licentious,  proud, 
♦'  Whom  pleafurc,  power,  and  affluence  fur- 

"  round; 
*^  They    who    their   thoughtlefs    hours    in 

''  giddy  mirth, 
"  And  wanton,  often  cruel,  riot  wafle ; 
•*^  Ah  little  think  they,    while   they  dance 

'^  aio'^gj 
■*^  How  many  feel,  this  very  moment,  death 
*^  And  all  the  fad  variety  of  pain-: 
*'  How  many  fink  in  the  devouring  flood, 
*'  Or   more    devouring   flame:    how   many 

''  bleed 
^'  By  fhameful   variance  betwixt   man  and 

'*  man : 
^'  How  many  pine  in  want,   and  dungeoti 

"^  glooins; 
'*  Shut  from  the  common  air,  and  common 

"  ufe 
**  Of  their    own  limbs :  how    many  drink 

"  the  cup 
*''  Of  baleful  grief,  or  eat  the  bitter  bread 

"  Of  miftry.----'* 

■*  T/iow/y;?'*  Winter,   LiiiejZJ. 

VOL.  v.  C  I  ara 
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I  am  apprehenfive  I  fliall  tire  you  with 
this  melancholy  account  of  the  extreme  of 
defpair  into  which  your  poor  fallen  friend 
was  thus  plunged.  And  yet,  I  flatter  my- 
fclfj  that  an  event  io  interefting  to  me,  will 
not  be  confidered  as  uninterefting  to  you.  I 
will,  however,  think  about  bringing  it  to  a 
conclulion;  and  with  it  conclude  this  propor- 
tionably  long  letter. 

Whilft  I  compared  my  own  fituatlon  with 
that  of  the  poor  woman,  whofe  ftarving  child 
and  dying  hufband  occafioned  her  to  vent  fo 
pungently  her  grief,  1  received  great  fatis- 
fa^tion  from  conlidering  that  all  thofe  who 
were  dear  to  me,  as  well  from  aifedlion  as  the 
ties  of  blood.,  were  in  profperous  circum- 
jftances.  J  had  no  one  to  care  for,  but  the 
poor  girl  whofe  afFeftion  kept  her  with  me, 
and  whom  I  regarded  as  my  child.  Having 
therefore  adored  the  great  Source  of  Good, 
for  my  recent  deliverance  from  the  fatal 
effed:s  of  my  defpondency,  I  prayed  that  he 
would  pardon  the  atrocious  attempt ;  and  con- 
cluded my  petition  with  begging  that  he 
would  grant  me  power  to  affifl  her,  and  make 
her  future  days  more  comfortable. 

Having  done  this,  I  remounted  the  fteps, 
and  found  my  mind  inexpreilibly  relieved. 
The  gloom  which  had  fo  lately  overwhelmed 
it,  was  in  an  initant  cleared  away,  and  a  tran- 
quility, I  had  long  been  a  ftranger  to,  fuc- 
ceeded  it.  Such  a  fudden  traclition  from  the 
.  blackeft 
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^biackefl:  defpair  to  peace  and  hope,  I  was 
well  affured  could  only  have  been  effefted  by 
feme  invilible  agent  ;  for  I  never  felt  fuch 
a  ray  of  comfort  diffufc  itfelf  through  my 
heart,  iincc  thofe  blelied  days  of  innocence 
I  fpent  in  my  much  regretted  convent. 
*'  It  came  o'er  my  mind,"  (as  the  immortal 
bard  *  defcribes  the  power  of  muiic)  "  like 
*'  the  fweet  South,  that  breathes  upon  a 
'^  bank  of  violets,  ftealing  and  giving 
"  odour." 

G.  A.  B. 

*  Twslfth   Xlvht,  aft  ift,  fcene  ill. 


iimmmm  nrxit  fit:&lESS&Xi%!a!&m^m  n 


LETTER     XCVL 

February   8th,    17— 

'AVING  offered  up  my  adorations  to 
Heaven,  with  a  fervour  I  had  fcarcely 
ever  experienced  before,  I  returned  home. 
When  I  got  in,  I  found  my  poor  Sally  cry- 
iiig  as  if  her  heart  would  break,  left  fome 
misfortune  had  happened  to  me.  The  faith- 
ful girl  was,  however,  foon  reftored  to  quiet, 
by  obferving  the  gloom,  which  had  lately 
been  fo  apparent  in  my  looks,  difpelled, 
and  tranquility  feemingly  reftored  to  my 
diftradied  bofom.  She  informed  me,  that 
during  my  abfence,  her  (ifter  had  called 
•upon  her,  and  had  lent  her  two  fhillings. 
With  this  fne"  had  been  out  and  bought 
C  2  fome  thing 
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Ibmething  fhe  thought  I  fhould  like  for  fup- 
per,  and  lome  tea  and  fugar  for  the  morning* 
When  fupper  was  got  ready,  we  fat  down 
together  to  our  repaft,  with  thankful  hearts  ;;. 
tor  Ihe  was  become  more  a  humble  friend 
than  a  fervant ;  and  I  cannot  remember, 
€ven  in  the  moft  elevated  iituation  I  was 
ever  in,  and  when  my  table  was  fpread  with 
dainties,  that  I  made  a  more  pleafing  meaU 
The  goodnefs  of  the  poor  girTs  heart  was  lb 
evident  in  her  waiting  patiently  for  my  return 
to  partake  of  what  fhe  had  provided,  not- 
withflanding  flie  had  been  long  fafting;  and 
gave  me  fuch  an  incontrovertible  proof  of 
her  affe(^tion,  that  it  greatly  added  to  my 
regard  for  her ;  and  I  then  refolved,  if  I  was 
ever  bleft  with  the  power,  amply  to  return  it. 
So  interefted  and  lukewarm  is  the  fervice" 
of  domeftics,  in  general  to  their  mailers 
•and  miflreffes,  that  when  their  attendance 
appears  to  be  tinctured  with  regard  as  well 
as  duty,  they  claim  every  indulgence  their 
flation  will  admit  of,  and  become  invaluable.. 
To  lliovv  my  approbation  of  the  confiderate 
girl's  attention,  I  gave  her  leave  to  pafs  the 
•following  day  with  her  lifter,  who  had  called 
to  invite  her;  and  I  was  not  difpleafed  at  her 
having  fuch  an  opportunity  of  regaling  her- 
felf,  as  no  part  of  the  fupply  Ihe  had  fur- 
•  niflied  me  with,  remained  but  the  tea  and 
fugar. 

As  I  fat  ruminating,  after  Ihe  was  gone, 

upon 
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vpon  my  late  intended  railinefs,  I  heard  a 
o-entle  tap  at  the  door.  Shicel  had  removed  to- 
the  Attick  (lory,  I  had,  through  a  falfe  pride, 
avoided  Teeing  any  of  thole  who  had  known, 
me  in  a  better  liiuation.  My  furprize  there- 
fore was  very  great,  at  beholding  Madam 
Krudnar  enter.  And  more  particularly  fo,  as 
a  difference  fubfiileci  at  that  time  between  a 
relation  of  her's  and  myfelf.  This  lady  is  the 
widow  of  a  Polilli  baron  ;  a  moll  agreeable, 

■  generous  woman,  and  poireiled  of  the  moil 
liberal  lentiments. 

She  had  accidentally  heard  of  my  diftrefsy 
and  taken  the  firll  opportunity  to^  come  and 
relieve  mc     She  gently  chid  me  for  con- 

.  eealing  my  fituation  from  m}^  acquaintance^ 
as  my  being  reduced  to  my  prefent  extremity 
-did  ngt  proceed,  from  my  own  mllcondud:, 
but  was  occaiioned  in  a  great  mealure  by  the 
barbarity  of  the  lawyer  who  had  w^antonly 
expended  my  property  in  unneceffary  fuits 
©flaw.  She  obferved,  upon  my  relating  to 
her  my  fituation,  that  the  debts  I  had  con- 
tracted were  in  confequcnce  of  the  fuppofi* 
tion  that  I  fhould  be  poffeired  of  an  income 
more  than  adequate  to  my  expences. 

As  it  was  Sunday  wdien  Madam  Krudnar 
called  upon  me,  and  my  maid  was  gone  out, 
it  was  imprad:icable  for  m,e  to  get  any  other 
refrefhment  for  her,  than  the  tea,  which  I  for- 
tunately had  by  me  j  and  with  this  I  enter- 
tained my  benevolent  patronefs^ 

C  3  Being: 
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Being  much  indifpofed  from  the  vexation 
and  anxiety  I  had  undergone,  I  now  lay 
longer  in  bed  than  I  had  uiualiy  done.  The 
houfe  was  remarkably  quiet,  there  being  no 
other  lodgers  in  it.  Mr,  IFilkts,  the  perlbii 
to  whom  it  belonged,  was  always  in  the 
garden  when  at  home.  And  his  fpoufe  w^s. 
generally  abroad  ;  in  a  great  meafure,  I  be- 
lieve, to  be  out  of  the  way,  that  ilie  might 
avoid  feeing  mifery,  which  fne  had  neither 
the  power  nor  the  inclination  to  relieve. 

This  was  the  ftate  of  the  houfe  v/here  I 
lodged.  When  two  or  three  days  after  the 
fair  vifitant,  I  have  given  you  an  account  ofj 
had  honoured  me  with  her  company,  I  heard, 
in  the  morning,  repeated  knockings  at  the 
door.  Upon  enquiring  into  the  caufe  of  fuch 
unufual  noife,  I  found  that  it  proceeded  fronr 
a  number  of  perfons  who  were  lent  to  affft 
me.  But  having  carefully  fecreted  myfclf, 
as  I  have  already  informed  you,  from  the 
world,  fince  adverfity  had  been  my  portion, 
I  could  by  no  means  account  for  thefe  bene- 
fadions. 

Among  others,  Mr.  Harris  did  me  the 
honour  to  call  upon  me.  He.  kindly  en- 
quired why  I  had  not  acquainted  the  mana- 
gers of  Co  vent-Garden  with  my  diftrefs;  and 
prefenting  me  vAih:  live  guineas,  defired  I 
would  place  that  trifle  to  the  account ;  which 
1  took  as  a  genteel  way  of- making  me  a  pre- 
Uv\i  of  it.  i  mufl  inform  you  that  I  am  in- 
debted 
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debtcd  to  the  managers  of  Covent-G-irdeii 
Theatre  in  thirty  or  five  and  thirty  pounds, 
and  to  Mr,  Harris  twenty. 

The  fame  day  I  received  a  vifit  from  a. 
female  for  whom  I  have  a  very  great  regard- 
This  was  j\irs.  If'^'hltjield,  the  daughter  of 
Nur/h  Carter,  whom  I  have  already  mention- 
ed as  my  dreiler  for  fome  years-  She  came 
with  a  deputation  from  Mr.  Hull  and  Mr^ 
Mattocks,  ouering  their  joint  endeavours  to 
raife  a  fum,  in  order  to  extricate  me  from, 
the  debts  v/hich  opnrefled  me.  I  need  not  fay,, 
that  I  re.ulilv  accepted  their  generous  affiil- 
ance;  and  elleemed  myfelf  much  flattered  by 
fuch  a  mark  of  kindnefs  from  the  community 
to  v/hich  I  had  formerly  belonged. 

Upon  my  accepting  the  foregoing  offer, 
Mrs.  IVbitjield  made  me  one  from  herfelf, 
which,  at  the  fame  time  that  it- fhowed  »her 
humane  difpofition,  gave  proofs  of  the 
greateft  difcretion'  and  judgement.  She  pro- 
pofed,  if  I  would  grant  my  confent,  that  flie 
would  endeavour  to  raife  a  fum  among  her 
own  acquaintance  and  friends,  and  from  it 
pav  me  a  guinea  a  week.  This  propofal,  you 
may  be  allured,  I  alfo  gladly  accepted  ;  as  it 
would  be  a  prevention  not  only  of  v^/ant, 
but  of  what  is  infinitely  m.ore  to  be  dreaded, 
liebt;  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  earthly^ 
Tartarus. 

When   a    perfon,    whofe    principles    are 
good,    unhappily  falls   into   this   fituation, 

adieu 


ro  T    H    E       L    I    F    E       O    F 

adieu  to  all  peace  and  comfort.  The  reflec- 
tion imbitters  every  meal,  and  drives  from- 
the  eye-lids  refrefhing  Heep.  It  corrodes 
and  cankers  every  chearful  idea;  and,  like  a 
ftern  Cerberus,  guards  each  avenue  to  the- 
heart,  fo  that  pleafure  dares  not  approach.—- 
Happy  !  thrke  h^ppy  \  are  thofe  who  are  bleft 
with  an  independent  competence,  and  can^ 
confine  their  wants  within  the  bounds  of  that 
competence,  be  it  what  it  may.  To  fuch 
alone  the  bread  of  life  is  palatable  and  nou- 
riihing.  Sweet  is  the  morfel,  that  is  ac- 
quired by  an  honefl:  induftry,  the  produce  of 
which  is  permanent,  or  that  flows  from  a- 
fource  v/hich  will  not  fail.  A  fubfiilence 
that  is  precarious  or  procured  by  an  uncertain, 
profped:  of  payment,  carries  neither  wine  nor 
oil  with  it.— Let  me  therefore  agam  repeat,' 
that  the  perfon  who  is  deeply  involved  in. 
debt,  experiences  on  earth  all  the  tortures- 
the  poets  defcribe  to  be  the  lot  of  the 
wretched  inhabitants  of  Tartarus. 

I  was  naturally  led  to  enquire  how  the 
knowledge  of  my  prefent  diilrelTed  iituation^ 
liad  found  its  way  into  the  world.  When  I* 
was  informed,  that  an  advertifement  had  ap- 
peared in  the  public  papers,  the  day  before, 
to  the  following  purport;  '^  That  tht  female 
"^  Timon  was  in  want  of  the  neceffaries  of 
*'  life,  and  thofe  w^ho  had  formerly  partaken; 
**  of  her  profpericy  ought  to  blufh  at  fufFer- 
f  ing  her  to  be  in  fuch  a  lituation."     Mf\ 

addrefs 
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addrefs  was  fubjoined;  which  brought  the 
benefad:ions  fo  readily  to  me. 

The  performers  could  not  be  induced  by 
this  intelligence  to  make  me  the  kind  pro- 
poial  they  did,  as  none  of  them  ever  lay 
under  any  obligation  to  me,  except  Sparks  i 
and  he  had  for  fome  years  been  ileeping 
with  his  fathers.  But  though  many,  incited 
by  the  advertifement,  pitied  my  diftreft  litua- 
tion,  yet  among  all  the  perfons  I  had  for- 
merly obliged,  there  was  but  one  who  felt 
the  rebuke.  So  very  fcarce  an  article,  as  I 
have  already  obferved,  is  gratitude. 

I  foon  had  another  viiit  from  my  fair 
friend.  Madam  Krudnar,  who  was  quite 
charmed  to  hear  that  her  m.anoeuvre  had 
proved  fo  fuccefsful ;  for,  to  her,  I  now  found, 
I  was  indebted  for  the  difcovery  of  my  dif* 
trefs.  She  congratulated  me  upon  it;  but 
not  without  reproaching  me  once  more  with 
pride  for  keeping  my  poverty  fecret.  In  a 
fliort  time,  I  received  a  fum  from  the  Thea^- 
tre,  which  enabled  me  to  pay  moft  of  the 
(debts  I  had  been  obliged  by  hard  neceffity  to 
contrad:.  And  for  fome  time  the  guinea  per 
week,  which  Mrs.  IVhitfield  raifed  for  me, 
continued.  Indeed,  much  longer  than  I  had 
a  right  to  exped:. 

At  this  period  I  recolledred  that  I  never 
had  received  any  confideration  for  the  fix- 
tures  in  Brewer-ftreet  houfe.  I  therefore 
applied  to  Follard  the  upholilerer,  who  had 

difpofed 
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difpofed  of  them,  and  was  informed  by  biiii 
that  he  had  paid   the  produce  of  them  into 
the   hands  of    Mr,    JVoodward*s  executors. 
But   upon   my  examining  Mr.  CorniJJf^  ac-- 
count,  I  found  that  no  fuch  money  had  been- 
received  from  him.     Upon  which,  I  deiired 
Mr.  IVilkts,  the    perfon   at    whofe   houfe  I 
lodged,  to   call  on   him  ;  when  he  itill  in-, 
lifted  upon  the  truth  of  his  firil  affertion,  and 
itood  in  it,  that  he  did   not  owe  me  a  ihil- 
ling.     Incenfed  to  a  degree  at  the   fuppoii<- 
tion  of  my  being  fo  unprincipled  as  to  make- 
a  demand  where  I  had  not  a  legal  claim,  t 
commenced  a  procefs   again  ft  Pollard;  and 
though  I  had   the  fatisfaftion  to  gain  my 
caufe,  I  would  not  undergo  what  I  fufFered 
from  employing  fuch  means  to  recover  the: 
money,  for  ten  times  the  fum. 

Ifadc  Bickerjlciff,  in  one  of  his  Lucubra- 
tions, fays,  that  in  moft  villages  there  is  a 
Mrs.  Bluemantle  ;  a  tattling  goflip,  who' 
makes  it  her  buiinefs  to  coUeft  all  the  news> 
of  the  place,  and  when  flie  difpenfcs  it  a- 
broad,  takes  care  to  decorate  it  with  not  a 
few  additions  and  emendations,  which  owe 
their  being  to  her  own  prolific  brain.  Du- 
ring my  refidence  at  Walcot-place,  I  expe- 
rienced, to  my  forrow,  that  a  Mrs.  Blue* 
mantle  refided  in  that  neighbourhood. 

A  perfon  who   is    married  to  a  man  of  a 
genteel    profefFion    in     London,     and     has 
pitched  upon  that  fpot  for  her  country  refi- 
dence.,. 
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«3cnce,  did  me  the  honour  to  notice  me  whilft 
there.  She  amufed  herfclf  with  repeating 
llories  of  my  extravagance,  at  the  time  that  I 
actually  wanted  the  receffaries  of  life,  and. 
was  confined  to  my  bed  by  a  fevere  indif- 
pofition  occafioned  by  fretting.  It  is  much 
to  be  lamented  that  thefe  pefbs  of  fociety  are 
not  liable  to  fome  punifhment:  for  though 
an  a6tion  of  dama2:es  might  not  lie  a^ainlt 
them,  they  cfcen  do  as  much  real  injury  to 
"fuch  as  are  unhappy  enough  to  become  the 
f-jbjccft  of  their  ftridures,  as  thofe  who  are 
more  unguarded  in  iheir  mode  of  expreffion, 
1  fcverely  experienced  the  truth  of  this ; 
as  a  gentleman  informed  me  fome  time  af- 
ter, that  he  certainly  iliould  have  aflilted  me 
i-n  my  diftrefs,  had  he  not  accidentally  fallen 
m  with  this  kind  and  intelligent  neighbour 
of  mine,  who  ailiired  him  there  was  no 
truth  in  the  report  of  my  being  diftrefied, 
as  1  had  every  day  my  bottle  and  my  bird. 

I  infert  this  circumftance,  in  hopes,  after 
it  has  undergone  your  infpedion,  of  its  fall- 
jjig  into  the  hands  of  my  calumniator's 
daughter.  As  that  young  hdy  probably  has 
booiis  from  a  circulating  library,  and  thefe 
l-etters  may  probably  be  honoured  with  a 
place  in  mod  of  their  catalogues,  there  is 
a  chance  of  her  reading  them.  U  fhe  does, 
1  fhould  take  it  as  a  favour  if  flie  would  in- 
form the  worthy  Mrs.  Bluenuv/itk  (who  'is 
generally  too  bufily  employed  about  other 

people^s 
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people's  affairs,  to  have  leifure  to  read  her- 
feif )  that  I  have  heard  of  her  great  good- 
nefs ;  but  hold  her  calumny  in  the  mod  fo- 
vereign  contempt.  I  have  charity  enough  to 
hope  that  Mifs,  who  feems  to  have  no  very 
great  opinion  of  her  Mama,  will  avoid  art 
imitation  of  fo  concempcible  a  charaftcr,  and 
take  care  not  to  deferve  the  denomination  t 
have,  with  the  greateft  propriety,  bellowed 
-upon  her  mother. 

Had  I  the  power  of  naming  the  punilh- 
Tncnt  which  fhould  be  infiided  for  fuch  a 
breach  of  the  laws  of  truth  and  humanity,  I 
would  propcfe  depriving  them  of  the  mem- 
ber by  which  they  propagate  their  inhuman 
falfhoods.  Though  this  infliction  might  ap- 
pear a  fevere  one,  it  certainly  is  not  more 
than  adequate  to  the  crime.  In  my  efrima- 
tion,  it  is  of  the  higheft  magnitude.  To 
repeat  flories  to  the  difadvantage  of  others, 
even  if  they  are  true,  is  wrong  j  but  to  in- 
vent  falfhoods  wantonly  to  injure  them,  cer- 
tainly requires  exemplary  puniflimenr. 

But  were  the  lovers  of  fcandal  to  be  de- 
prived of  their  tongues,  they  would  make 
ufe  of  their  hands  to  indulge  their  beloved 
propenficy.  When  they  could  no  longer 
fpeak,  they  would  VvTite  their  cenfures ;  and 
were  they  deprived  of  the  power  of  exprefllng 
their  malignity  by  thefe  methods,  they,  like 
JLavinia,  would  write  with  ftumps  upon  the 
fand,  raiher  than  let  their  neighbours  live 
without  calumny. 

Finely 
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Finely  expreflive  of  my  ideas  on  this  head 
is  the  complaint  of  the  poor  injured  Arethufa 
in  *  Philafterj  which,  with"  the  alteration 
ef  the  word  maiden  into  ferfofi'^  to  make  ic 
more  extenfively  applicable,  I  will  beg  leave 
to  infert  for  your  perufal. 

•*'  Where  may  z  pirfon  live  fecurely  free, 
*'  Keeping  their  honour  fafc  ?  Not  with  the 

"  living ; 
'*  They  feed  upon  opinions,  errors,  dreams, 
**  And  make  them  truths  j  they  draw  a  nou- 

**  rifliment 
"  Outof  defamings;  grow  upon  difgraces; 
^  And  when  they  fee  a  virtue  fortified 
"  Strongly  above  the  battery  of  their  tongues, 
"  Oh,  how  they  cad  to  fink  it ;  and  defeated, 
"  (Soul-fick  with  poifon)  flrike  the  monu- 

"  ments 
**  "Where  noble  names  lie  fleeping,  till  they 

"  fweat, 
"  And  the  cold  marble  melts." 

You  may  probably  think  me  too  warm  in 
my  cenfures  of  defamation,  fallhood,  and 
duplicity,  thofe  human  failings  that  are  fo 
difcordant  to  the  natural  bent  of  my  own 
mind. — Bur,  as  I  have  before  told  you,  (and 
that  1  believe  more  than  once)  every  part  of 
my  condu<5t  is  generally  in  the  extreme,  fo 
neither  can  1  feel  or  exprefs  my  approbation 

*  Phllafter,  AS  III-   Scene  the  laft. 
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or  dirapprobation  in  lukewarm  terms.— 
There  is  a  fervour  in  my  manner  I  cannot 
controul.  And  I  always  fpeak  or  write  of 
an  adion,  according  to  the  degree  of  plea- 


.fure  or  difguft  I  receive  from  it. 


G.  A.  B. 


LETTER      XCVir. 

Feb.  16,  i: — . 

S  Mr.  ^Fillets.,  my  landlord,  had  let 
the  greateft  part  of  the  houfe  to  a  large 
■family,  I  found  it  very  inconvenient  to  re- 
main any  longer  at  Walcot  Place.  I  there- 
fore came  to  town,  and  fixed  my  refidence  in 
the  houfe  where  1  at  prcfent  lodge. 

I  prefumed  to  acquaint  his  Grt2ce  of  Mon- 
4ague  with  my  diftrefs,  v.'ho  immediately 
honoured  me  with  a  temporary  relief.  And 
I  have  upon  feveral  occafions  been  favoured 
with  marks  of  his  Grace's  munificence.  But 
thefe  would  not  enable  me  to  fubfift  without 
.contrading  debts. 

1  had  applied  to  feme  perfons  who  were 
conneded  with  Sir  George  Metham,  but 
without  fuccefs.  I  now  made  application  to 
liimfelf,  and  informed  him  of  the  diftrelled 
iituation  I  was  in.  I  had,_  however,  in  return 
only  a  reproachful  letter,  pointing  out  the 
impropriety  of  requcfting  pecuniary  flivours. 
As  1. never, knew  a  pleafure  equal  to  affifting 

thofc 
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thofe  in  diftrefs,  when  I  had  it  in  my  power,- 
1  thought  that  others  had  the  fame  feelings. 
But  alas  i  how  few  are  bleft  with  the  benevo- 
lent minds  of  a  Montague  or  a  Spencer'*  ; 
with  whole  bounty  I  am  proud  of  having 
biecn  frequently  honoured. 

As  I  had  received  fuch  inconteftible  proofs 
of  regard  i  rom  my  cotemporaries,  1  thought 
I  might  fucceed'in  a  benefit.  Indeed  the 
idea  %/a3  iirft  fuggefted  to  me  by  Lady 
■Lumm.  I  accor'dingly  applied  to  Mr, 
Barris  -,  who^  with  a  generofity,  to  which  I 
hold  miyfelf  much  obliged,  not  only  granted 
me  the  houfe,  free  from  the  incidental  ex^ 
pences,  but  made  ufe  of  his  intereft  with 
the  perforinersi  who,  one  and  all,  chearfuUy 
lent  me  iheir  talents,  to  which  I  acknowledge 
myfelf  ever  indebted. 

It  was  advifed  by  feme  perfons  who  pro- 
felled  a  regard  for  me,  that  I  Ihould  appear 
myfelf.  Though  an  abfence  of  fix  or  fevea 
years  from  the  theatre  agitated  my  mind 
with  ail  the  apprehecfions  of  a  new  per- 
former, yet  vvh^i  my  name  was  once  adver- 
tifed,  it  WaS  not  in  my  power  to  recede.  And 
fo  extremely  apprchenlive  was  I,  the  night 
of  the  perrorniance,  thati  would  readily  have 
given  up  all  the  advantages  I  expefted  to 
arife  from  it,  to  have  been  excufed  perform- 
ing j  notwithHanv^ing  they  v/ere  infinitely 
greater  than  inv  moit  fanguine  hopes  could 

*  The  late  Earl. 
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.repreffnt  them  to  be.  This  in  a  great  mca- 
furc  was  owing  to  Mr.  Tates's  appearance 
after  a  long  indirpofition. 

I  was  io  much  intimidated  when  I  was 
about  to  make  my  en./ee,  that  I  believe  I 
ihould  not  have  had  courage  ro  have  gone 
upon  the  flage,  had  not  Afifs  Catlej/y  in  a 
manner,  forced  me  on.  1  o  this  lady  I  am 
much  indebted  for  the  lively  fatisfudtion  Ihe 
exprelTed  at  feeing  a  theatre  crouded  by  the 
firft  and  raoft  didinguiilied  of  the  nobility  in 
the  miOnth  of  June.  Had  the  houfe  been 
thus  filled  for  her  own  benefit,  fhe  could  not 
have  betrayed  more  genuine  marks  of  plea- 
fure.  They  afibrded  a  convincinf^  proof  of 
the  goodnefs  of  her  heart,  1  had  quitted  the 
theatre  before  her  return  from  Ireland,  and 
confequently  was  unknown  to  her. 

The  flate  of  Mrs.  I'ates's  health  was  fo 
doubtful,  that  I  was  apprehenfive  fhe  would 
not  have  been  able  to  perform.  But  the 
goodnefs  flie  pofieffes  made  her  run  every 
jifque,  to  affifl:  a  filter  of  the  profefiion  in 
diftrefs.  She  appeared,  amidft  the  plaudits 
of  a  fplendid  audience,  in  her  juftly  admired 
charadcr  of  Jane  Shore.  To  this  play  was 
added  "  Comus,"  in  which  every  performer 
endeavoured  to  excel.  And  they  fully  con- 
vinced the  houfe,  that  they  received  a  fenfi- 
ble  pleafureirom  the  opportunity  they  had  of 
paying  a  compliment  of  their  talents  upon  fo 
humane  an  occafion. 

As 
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As  to  my  own  exhibition,  I  believe  it  was~ 
very  mediocre.  And  I  hope  I  fhali  gain 
credit  when  I  affert,  as  I  do^  that,  to  this 
hour,  I  do  not  know^  how  1  got  through  my 
part ;  which  was,  as  ufual,  that  of  Alicia. 
Fear  had  taken  fuch  full  pofTenion  of  me, 
that  it  prevented  me  from  returning  my 
thanks  to  the  audience,  and  particularly  to 
my  patroneiTes,  for  the  dillinguifhed  honour 
th«y  had  done  me,  in  a  fhort  addrcfs  1  bad 
prepared  for  the  purpofe. 

The  weather  was  uncommonly  warm, 
which  made  it  the  more  extraordinary  to 
have  a  theatre  crowded  by  beauties  of  the 
firft  diflinction.  Her  Grace  of  Bolion^  in  the 
honour  of  whofe  patronage  I  have  always 
exulted,  regardlefs  of  the  weather,  filled  her 
boxes,  as  if  it  had  been  the  depth  of  winter. 
I  was  fo  fortunate  as  to  have  my  benefit  over, 
the  eve  of  the  unhappy  riots. 

The  young  woman  who  had  been  recom- 
mended by  my  eldeil  Ton  to  me. for  afTiflance, 
had  perfuadcd  me  to  join  with  her  in  a  note 
of  hand  at  fix  months  date,  in  order  to  dif* 
charge  a  derbt  fhe  had  contra6led.  This  note 
had  been  fome  time  due,  but  I  prevailed  upon 
the  holder  to  keep  it  till  my  benefit,  when  it 
was  paid  ;  together  with  every  fhilling  of  the 
emoluments  i  received  from  it.  Though  I 
could  ill  fpare  the  money  to  pay  this  note,  in 
my  prefent  fituation,  yet  being  in  daily  ex- 
peftation  of  hearing  from  my  Ibnj  or  at  leafl: 
D  3  of 
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of  being  reimburfed  by  the  young  woman 
herfelf,  when  fhe  received  the  allowance  he  - 
had  appointed  her  before  he  went,  I  kept  up 
my  fpirits. 

-And  this  I  did  the  nnore  readily,  as  his  ex- 
cellency Co?}Ue  Hajlang  had  promifed  to 
affifl  me  till  my  affairs  were  fettled,  by  allow- 
ing me  a  finall  fum  monthly.  The  promifed 
ftipend  was  regularly  paid  me  forafhorttinne 
after  1  removed  into  Duke  ilreet ;  but.  his 
]ordfliip  being  attacked  by  a  very  fevere  ill- 
iiefs,  I  received  a  letter  from  him  informing 
jne,  that  the  expences  incidental  to  his  indif- 
pofition,  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  perform 
his  promife  at  that  time  -,  but  on  a  future  day 
I  Ihould  receive  it.  What  made  this  difap- 
pointment  the  greater  was,  my  bein^j  laid  up 
with  a  fit  of  the  rheumatifm,  which  had  con- 
fined me  to  my  bed  for  fome  weeks,  and  ren- 
dered me  unable  to  gee  up,  but  to  have  the 
bed  made. 

Whilft  1  laid  in  this  fituation,  a  perfon^ 
v/hom  I  had  known  formerly  in  a  genteel 
line  of  bufinefs,  but  had  not  ittn  for  years, 
called  upon  me.  She  came,  as  /Jje  faidy  to 
rcquefb  I  would  give  my  opinion  upon  the 
abilities  of  a  young  gentlewoman  whom  fhe 
imagined  had  talents  for  the  ftage,  and  wilhed 
to  appear  in  Juliet.  I  told  her  it  was  im- 
poffible,  in  the  fituation  flie  then  faw  me,  tp 
comply  with  her  requeftj  but  as  foon  as  I 
was  able  lo  leave  my  room,  1  would  fend  her  '■ 

word. 
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word,  if  Il:ie  would  favour  me  with  her  ad- 
drefs. 

Having  received  this  anfwer,  flie  with- 
drew, dt-firing  m.^  to  drink  Madeira.  Upon 
my  frankly  replying,  that  Madeira  was  a  wine 
1  could  by  no  means  afford,  (he  bego;ed  I 
would  perrr.ic  her  to  fend  me  a  few  bottles, 
as  the  lady  fhe  wifhed  to  introduce  to  me, 
had  fome  particularly  good.  I  ihanked  her. 
She  took  her  leave.  And  i  Thought  no  more 
of  my  vifitant  or  her  wine,  iill  I  was  inform- 
ed that   a  boy  had  brought  fome  Madtira 

from    Mrs.  S ,   with   her  compliaients. 

He  told  the  maid  he  would  call  for  the  bailjet 
the  next  day.  Hearing  this,  1  bid  her  inform 
me  when  the  boy  came,  that  I  nnight  fend 
a  card  of  thanks,  and  reward  hiai  for  his 
trouble. 

Accordingly,  the  next  evening  I  was  told 
he  was  belo\v.  But  behold,  whilfl:  I  was 
giving  the  girl  the  gratification  1  intended 
for  the  boy,  tvv'o  fellows  rufhed  mio  the 
room,  and  acquainted  me  tac-y  had  an  a6tion 
for  a  vejy  confiderable  fum  ngainftme;  add- 
ing, that  I  muft  immedine-y  get  up  and  go 
with  them.  I  reqat:fl:ed  to  know  the  name  of 
the  creditor  that  had  taken  fiich  a  dcp.  They 
informed  me  j  and  added  that  the  debt  was 
for  linen  drapery.  1  afiiirgd  them  that  I 
knew  no  fuch  perfjn,  nor  had  I  for  years 
bought  any  article  of  that  kind,  but  from 
Mr,  Evans  of  Mary-le-bone  llreec.    It  was  in 

vain 
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vain  that  I  remonilrated ;  the  debt,  they  faid, 
was  fworn  to  i  and  they  had  even  the  auda- 
city to  teil  me,  that  if  i  had  bail  ready,  they 
had  particular  orders  not  to  take  it. 

I  reprcfented  nay  condicion,  but  they  were 
inflexible.  I  was  therefore  obliged  to  make 
a  virtue  cf  necedity,  and  yield  to  their  au- 
thority. I  then  requeued  they  would  permit 
me  to  rife,  without  their  being  prefent.  To 
this  they  at  length  complied,  but  not  without 
enjoining  me  to  be  expeditious,  as  they  were 
in  hade,  and  I  muft  be  fo  too.  No  words  can 
defcribe  my  feelings  upon  this  occafion.  To 
be  expofed  to  fuch  brutality,  without  having 
furnilhed  any  legal  pretence  for  it,  was  (liock- 
ing  beyond  conception.  My  poor  faithful 
girl  was  fo  terrified,  that  fhe  greatly  added 
to  my  diftrefs ;  for  though  accuftomed  to 
misfortune,  nothing  of  a  fimilar  kind  to  thii 
had  fhe  as  yet  been  witnefs  to. 

The  fellows  ridiculed  her  feelings ;  and 
having  planted  themfelves  at  each  door,  dur^ 
ing  the  time  I  was  getting  up,  they  there 
gave  way  to  their  mirth.  In  their  converfa- 
tion  they  mentioned  vhe  name  of  the  female 
that  had  vifited  me  the  preceding  day.  In  a 
momcnf^j  the  duplicity  of  the  woman  ftruck 
me  with  ail  its  force.  The  intent  of  her  vific 
was  nov/  difclof^d.  The  pretended  Juliet  j 
the  prefent  of  the  Madeira;  and  the  calling 
again  for  the  bafl^et ;  were  all  now  plainly 
■difcoverable  to  be  only  preparatory  fteps  to 
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the  opprcfllve  fcene  that  was  aft-ng;.  Con- 
founded at  fuch  treachery,  I  could  fcarcely 
believe  nny  fenfcs  j  efpecially  as  (he  was  a 
Scotch  woman,  a  country  whofe  natives  are 
in  general  blflled  with  fincerity  as  well  as 
honefly.  Nor  was  it  pofiible  to  account  for 
fuch  an  a6l  of  barbarity  towards  a  perfon  who 
had  formerly  thewn  htr  many  civilities  •,  to- 
wards one  who  never  intentionally  injured 
another,  even  in  thought;  and  whole  fitua- 
.  tion  would  claim  compaiiion  from  any  being 
poITefTed  of  a  fpark  of  humanir/. 

As  foon  as  I  could  get  myfelf  ready,  I  en- 
tered the  coach  with  my  honourable  attend- 
ants, who  eicorted  me  to  Armjircngs  in 
Carey  flreet.  The  confidence  of  its  being 
a  falfe  debt  fupported  me.  i3ut  when  I 
heard  the  name  of  the  folicitor,  who  had 
taken  out  the  writ,  I  gueiled  at  the  defign 
of  it.  Being  indebted  in  a  very  large  fuoi 
to  Mr.  Stacie  at  the  Bedford  Arms,  which 
I  was  fecurity  for  my  fon  Captain  Meih/tmy 
before  he  went  to  Janjaica,  I  had  demanded 
of  this  attorney,  a  bond,  fent  to  his  late 
father,  in  order  to  make  an  afl3gnmcnt  of 
t  to  Mr.  Stacie. 

I  therefore  immediately  fent  to  Mr.  Stacie^ 
who  foon  came  with  his  attorney,  and  havijig 
engaged  to  the  officer  for  my  appearance,  I 
returned  honne  without  the  attendance  of  my 
gentlemen  ufliers.  My  little  girl  felt  inex- 
prcflible  fatisfadion  at  feeing  me  j  and  1  had 

the 
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the  pleafure  to  find  that  the  caufe  of  my  ab- 
fence  had  not  been  fufpefted  by  any  perfoii 
in  the  houfe.  The  miftrefs  of  it  was  confined- 
to  her  bed  -,  her  hufband  Avas  in  Italy ;  and^ 
I  had  been  as  much  alarmed  Itfh  Jlie  Oiouid^ 
be  frightened  at  fo  critical  a  time,  as  J  was-, 
at  the  difagreeable  predicament  in  which  I 
had  flood. 

As  the  writ  was  foon  returnable,  and  it  was- 
not  in  my  power  to  procure  bail  (iifficient  for 
fo  large  a  fum,  I  had  no  refource  but  to  give 
my  name  into  the  office  of  the  courcof  King's- 
Bench:  for  not  being  willing  to  plead  the 
privilege   I    was    entitled    to     from  Ccmie 
Hajlang)  to  a  debt  of  any  kind;  m'.ch  lefs  - 
to  one  I  did  ne^  oive^   I  determined  to  ftand  • 
triaL     1  was  the  more  induced  to  do  this,  as 
the  affair  began  to  unravel  itfi  If  ;   by  which - 
I  found  that  the  unhappy  woman  my  youngeft 
fon  had  formerly  conne6led  himftlf  wi  h,  in 
cofjjundion with  ataother  perfonjhad pre vailecf . 
■upon  an  ignorant  Iriiliman,  who  was  never - 
worth  ten  pounds  in  his  life,  to  fwear  that  I 
was  indebted  to  him  a  fum,   that  he  and  all 
his  anceilors,  from  their  fituationj  could  ne-  - 
ver  have  been  poffcfied  of. 

This  unwarrantable  manoeuvre,  I  appre-  - 
hend,  was  intended  to  intimidate  me,  fo  as 
to  get  from  me  a  receipt  for  the  bond  ;  for 
my  fituation,  at  that  jun6lure,  made  it  ex- 
tremely hazardous  for  me  even  to  change  my 
apartment.   The  dread  of  fatal  confequences 

they 
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they  imagined  would  induce  me  to  purchafe 
my  liberty  at  any  price.  I  mud  here  inform 
you,  that  the  bond  in  queftion  was  given  by 
the  relation  I  have  already  mentioned,  that  1 
brought  up  from  a  child,  for  money  borrow- 
ed of  Mr.  IVoodwardj  upon  his  goiag  to  the 
Eaft  Indies. 

If  you  will  refer  to  one  of  my  former  let- 
ters, I  forget  v.'hich,  you  v;ill  il-e  that  upon 
piy  nephew's  going  abroad,  through  the 
interelt  procured  him  by  Mr.  Hcole,  Mr. 
^'"oodward  advanced  him  eighty  odd  pounds 
for  the  completion  of  his  equipment.  A  bond 
was  given  for  that  fum  by  the  young  gentle- 
man, but,  at  Air.  JVoodwerd's  esprefs  de- 
fire,  was  made  out  in  my  name.  And  he 
would  never  accept  of  it,  as  I  have  reafon 
to  believe,  left  it  Ihould  fall  into  any  other 
perfon's  hands  but  my  own,  who  he  was  fure 
would  not  fue  for  it.  This  could  be  the  only 
reafon  for  his  refufal,  as  he  fo  ftrenuoufly  in- 
filled upon  my  keeping  it. 

As  Mr.  Stacks  upon  many  occafions  had 
been  very  obliging  to  the  young  men  of  mv 
family,  as  well  as  to  myfelf,  1  thought  the 
aflignment  of  this  bond  to  him  as  a  counter 
fc;curity  towards  the  payment  of  Captain  Me- 
tbatn\  debt,  was  the  only  means  I  had,  at 
thetim.c,  to  prove  to  him,  that  though  1  was 
deprived  of  the  ability  to  do  him  juftice,  I 
did  not  want  inclination.  The  bond  was  ac- 
cordingly fenc  to  this  attorney's  father,  who 

Vv^as 
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^vas  one  of  Mr.  Woodward^  folicitors,  to  be 
affigncd  over  to  Mr.  Stacie.  But  that  not 
having  been  done,  1  wrote  to  the  Ton,  to  re* 
quire  it  fhould  be  imtiiediately  delivered  up, 
and  in  fo  peremptory  a  manner,  that  I  have 
great  reafon  to  believe  this  arreft  was  fabri- 
cated in  order  to  terrify  me  to  give  a  receipt 
for  the  bond.  There  does  not  appear  to 
be  any  other  indurement  for  the  cruel  treat- 
ment I  received^ 

Do  you  ever  recolle6t  reading  a  fcene  of. 
greater  cruelty,  in  a  civilized  country,  than 
that  1  have  juft  recited  ?  That  a  perfon  who 
had,  as  *  Orlando  fays,  "  looked  on  better 
*'  days  ;  had  fat  at  good  men's  fcafts  ;  had 
"  from  her  eyelids  often  wiped  a  tear;  and 
"  knew  what  'twas  to  pity  and  be  pitied  j" 
fhould  be  dragged  out  of  her  bed,  whilft  la- 
bouring under  a  painful  indifpofition,  and 
hurried,  in  an  ignominious  manner,  to  a 
place  ®f  confinement,  at  the  hazard  -of  her 
life;  and  this  without  any  jull  pretence,  is 
an  incident  that  almoft  exceeds  belief,  and 
difgraces  the  country  where  the  aft  was  com- 
milted. 

The  many  inftances  T  have  given  you  in 
the  cou'rfc  of  my  ftory,  of  the  villainy  of 
mankind,  will,  i  fear,  degrade  human  na- 
ture in  your  edimation.  — But  Heaven  for- 
bid that  my  hard  lot  fhould  be  the  lot  of 
many  of  my  fex.  —  It  is  true,  I  have  cxpe- 

*  As  you  like  it.    Aft  II.    Scene  VUL 

rienced 
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rienced  the  moft  unkind,  ungrateful,  and 
villainous  treatment,  from  fome  of  both 
fexes  i  nor  have  I  yet  finilhed  the  tale  of 
them ;  but  I  will  charitably  hope  that  my 
cafe  is  a  fingular  one ;  and  that  people  in 
general  pafs  through  life,  without  meeting 
with  fo  many  proofs  of  the  degeneracy  of 
their  fellow-creatures  as  I  have  done. 

G.  A.  B, 
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Feh.  2  2d,  17— 

T  the  concludon  of  the  feafon,  I  made 
application  to  Mr.  Tounger^  a6ting 
manager  of  Drury  Lane,  to  requell  that  the 
proprietors  would  grant  me  a  number  of 
tickets  J  as  I  could  by  no  means  expe6t  the 
fame  indulgence  either  from  patentees  or 
performers,  1  had  experienced  the  year  before 
at  Covent  Garden.  They  were  immediately 
grafted  j  and  the  late  Earl  of  Spencer  re- 
queuing his  lady  to  honour  me  with  her  pa- 
tronage, in  addition  to  my  former  patro- 
nefits,  1  met  che  fuccefs  I  hoped  for. 

My  not  hearing  from  Captain.  Meihamy 
grieved  me  much.  But  this  did  not  arife 
from  the  diilrefles  I  encountered;  thefe  were 
but  trifling  confiderations,  when  put  in  com- 
p-etition  with  a  mother's  apprehcnfions  for  a 
much  loved  fon,  deftined  to  fo  dreadful  a 
climate.     I  never  doubted  for  a  moment, 

VOL.  V.  E  his 


-^S  .  THE       LIFE       OF 

his  afTifting  me  when  he  had  the  power,  as 
he  poiTeffed  a  foul  of  honour  above  breaking 
a  promife  to  a  ftrangerj  much  more  to  a 
parent  of  whom  he  was  fo  fond. 

When  I  made  an  application  to  Sir  George. 
Mstbam^  as  1  lately  mentioned,  for  a  tem- 
porary relief,  to  whiqh  he  anfwered,  that  he 
could  not  comply  with  my  requeftj  he  at  the 
fame  time  informed  me,  that  my  fon,  by  a 
fortunate  event,  had  made  eight  thoufand 
poundsj  and  certainly  would  not  let  me 
want.  This  information  gave  me  more 
pleafure,  from  the  profpect  it  prefented  of 
his  return,  than  from  any  pecuniary  views; 
formyapprehenfions  daily  increafed,  through 
my  not  hearing  from  him.  ^ 

About  this  time  the  female  he  had  intro-- 
duced  to  my  knowledge,  came  to  inform 
me,  that  fhe  had  received  a  letter  from  him, 
wherein  he  defired  his  duty  to  me,  and  pro- 
mifed  to  write  to  me  yery  fhortly.  She 
added,  that  he  had  fent  an  order  for  her  an- 
nual allowance,  which  flie  begged  I  would 
go  and  receive  at  Rofs  and  Gray's,  and,  out 
of  it,  repay  myfelf  what  was  due  to  me.  She 
then  told  me  fhe  would  call  upon  me  the 
next  ;day,  and  take  the  overplus.  And,  to 
conclude  all,  &e  requefted  me  to  lend  her 
a  guinea. 

1  he  pleafure  I  enjoyed  from  hearing  of 
my  boy's  healih,  joined  to  rhe  feeminghoneft 
principle  in   the  young  woman,  would  have 

extraded 
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ektra^ledany  money  my  purfe  had  contained^' 
I  therefore  readily  gave  her  whit  fhe  re- 
quired. As  foon  as  (lie  was  gone,  I  fet  off 
for  the  age.usi  when  to  my  very  great  mor- 
tirtcacioii  as  well  as  furprize,  1  was  informed 
fhe  had  received  her  money  that  very  morn- 
ing. And  (lie  miift  have  had  it  in  her  pocket 
ai  the  time  flie  called  upon  me.  I  found 
my  refentment  rife  when  I  heard  this  ;  but  it 
exceeded  all  bounds  upon  my  being  informed' 
by  Mr.  Pricey  the  perfon  vA^o  tranfacltd 
Captain  Meibams  bufineLs,  that  (he  had  re- 
ceived my  letters  from  him  at  the  time  her 
own  Vi^ere  delivered  co  her_,  and  had  fecreted 
them. 

The  cruelry  of  fuch  a  tranfad'on,  when 
llie  muPc  be  fenfibie  of  the  very  great  anxiety 
1  fulfered  upon  his  account,  was  infiniielv 
more  unoardonable  than  the  fraud  itfelf. 
Could  i  have  found  her,  at  the  time, 
I  fliould  certainly  have  put  the  note,  I  paid 
for  her,  in  force.  And  that  more  upon  ac- 
count of  her  barbarity,  than  even  the  iaipo^ 
fition  which  had  made  me  her  dupe. 

I  was  going  to  break  once  more  into  com- 
plaints at  the  ill  ufage  I  am  Ciintinuallv  re- 
ceiving from  one  perfon  or  another,  but  I 
have  tired  myfelf  v/ith  the  fubject,  and  I  fear 
I  have  done  the  fame  by  you.  I  fhall  there- 
fore only  fay,  1  have  often  wondered  at  my- 
felf,  that  after  the  many  inftances  I  have  mec 
with  of  ingratitude  and  art,  I  am  Itili  liable 
E  2  to 
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^o  the  fame  impofitions;  that  I  am  fo  eafy  a 
prey  to  thofe  who  are  capable  of  duplicity, 
and  exgite  my  humanity  by  any  plaufiblc 
pretext.  But  I  apprehend,  we  always  judge 
of  others  by  our  own  fenfations.  1  am  fure 
I  always  do.  1  fo  deteft  duplicity,  that  were 
I  unhappy  enough  to  be  guilty  of  the  worfl 
©f  crimes,  I  would  frankly  acknowledge 
them  J  and  not  condefcend  by  fubterfuge  or 
fa.'fehood  to  difguife  my  guilt. 

At  my  mother's  death,  I  had  taken  a  fe- 
male, whom  flie  had  bred  up,  and  was  par- 
ticularly fond  of,  and  fmc  her  to  France, 
Vinder  the  protc6i ion  o( ihQ Madamoijelles  GreJ- 
Jiefs^  in  order  to  learn  the  art  of  making 
mantuas,  robeF,  trimmings,  and  all  the  ne- 
Geflary  appendages  to  drefs.  1  was  to  pay 
for  her  board  three  years,  by  the  expiration 
of  which  time  it  was  fuppofed,  Ihe  would  be 
fufficiendy  ficilled  in  the  bufmefs  to  merit 
fome  fallary  befides  her  board  and  lodging. 
She  had  voluntarily  given  ten  pounds  a  year 
to  an  indigent  mother  to  help  to  fupport  her. 
And  the  late  Lord  Hampden  allowed  this  lit- 
tle income,  not  only  on  account  of  the  name, 
but  be-caufe  Ihe  miuft  have  poiTeiTed  the  eftatc 
annexed  to  the  name,  had  (he  fortunately 
been  of  the  mafculine  gender. 

From  the  time  of  my  removal  to  Walcot 
Place,  I  was  fo  turmoiled  by  illnefs,  law, 
hope,  fear,  and  diltrefs,  that  1  had  neither 
written  to  her,  nor  heard  from  her.     And 

the 
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the  term  I  had  agreed  to  pay  for,  being  ex- 
pired before  my  removal,  I  naturally  exped- 
ed  Ihe  was  fettled  at  Boulogne,  as  afliftanc 
to  the  perfons  1  had  placed  her  with. 

One  day,  upon  my  coming  home,  I  was 
told.,  that  a  tall  lady,  in  deep  mourning,  had 
called  and  enquired  for  Mrs.  Bellamy,  and 
that  with  fuch  a  pofitive  certainty  of  her 
living  at  N°.  lO,  Duke  Street,  that  Ihe  would 
hardly  be  denied.  As  I  ftill  retained  the 
name  of  Weji,  the  perfon  who  went  to  the 
door  ftrenuoufly  infilled  that  there  was  no 
one  of  that  name  who  lived  there  i  and  as  it 
happened  to  be  adomeftic  of  a  lodger  m  the 
houfe,  who  was  totally  a  ftranger  to  me,  he 
was  offended  at  the  enquirer's  obftinacy.  My 
maid  fervant,  as  well  ^s  the  gentlewoman  of 
the  houfe,  being  out,  flie  could  get  no  fatis- 
fadlion,  and  therefore  left  word,  that  Ihe 
would  call  again. 

The  reafon  L  did  not  reaiTume  my  own 
name  after  my  benefit,  was  f  )r  fear  left  any 
letters  from  my  tv/o  fons,  who  always  di- 
refted  to  me  by  that  name,  fhould  mifcarry. 
Befides  this,  all  the  trades  people  in  the 
neighbourhood  I  dealt  with,  make  out  their 
bills  and  receipts  in  that  name  to  this  day. 
And  as  thofe  few  intimates  I  had,  knew  me 
by  no  other,  but  for  one  benefit  night,  it  oc- 
curred to  me  that  the  perfon  who  called, 
could  be  no  other  than  Mifs  Hampden  j  I 
E  3  there- 
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therefore  defired  that  I  might  fee  her  when  I 
fh-r"  called  a^am.  I 

As  fhe  hid  been  affured  of  my  refiding 
here  by  a  perfon  who  had  frequently  fttn  me 
at  the  window,  and   in  a  difhabiiiei  which 
conv-'Hced  them  I  lodged  where  I  did,  flic 
returnt-d  in  the  afternoon,      1   was  happy  to 
fee  !,er.     But  ujion  enquiring  into  her  fitua-  - 
tion,  1  fou'  d  fhe  had  made  no  proficiency  ' 
in  the   '  ufinefs  to  wMch  I  hud  apprenticed  1 
her.  ^    She  acquainred  me,  that  fhe  had  very  ' 
fortunately  been  recoaimended  as  governefs 
to  a  daughter  of  Lady  James^  as  fhe  fpoke 
Fren.h  fluently,  and  was  thought  qualified 
for  fuch  an  empl  yment. 

During  her  refidtnce  in  this  family,  her 
moth' r  had  gone  to  feek  a  better  world; 
vpon  which  orcafion,  her  patronefs,  who  is 
one  of  the  belt  of  women,  had  prefented  her 
with  mourning.  1  he  t-me  for  which  fhe  was 
engaged  -bein^j;  expired,  and  Sir  William 
thinking  his  d;aig'  ter  of  age  to  fit  always  at 
his  own  table,  wiflied  to  f  ve  .he  expence  of 
adomtftic  in  her  lit  Cj  v.  ho  would  now  be 
nlelefs  They  had  ac  o,  .d- giy  difcharged 
her,  o  her  ^-.teai  regret.  i^er  laciyfhip, 
-however,  had  proio'ieci  her  the  continuance 
of  her  prot-^dtion,  and  would  honour  her  with 
a  recom  ,ei  daiion  whenever  fhe  could  get 
employment.  Buttuis,  ihe  faid,  Ihe  had  not 
aiuch  hopes  of,  as  lliw  only  knew  how  to  make 

trim- 
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trimmings,  to  fing  ''  Haul  de  Vilks^"  and 
take  the  promenade. 

I  could  not  help  fmiling  at  this  recapitu- 
lation of  my  charge's  talents,  and  congratu- 
lated her  upon  fuch  brilliant  acquinrions, 
after  feven  years  application  to  bufmefs.  In. 
my  turn,  I  now  informed  her  of  my  unhappy 
fituation,  which  put  it  out  of  my  power  to 
afUft  h^r,  agreeable  to  my  inclination  ;  but 
if  fhe  Y/ould  lliare  my  morfel,  I  told  her  it 
was  much  at  her  fervice  ;  and  if  flie  would 
fleep  with  my  maid,  fhe  might.  Hie  latter 
offer  flie  declined,  thinking,  perhaps,  that 
repofing  with  a  more  delicate  girl  than  her- 
ielf,  would  contaminate  the  blood  of  the 
Hampdens. 

Lady  James  foon  put  the  promifes  fhe  had 
made  her  into  execuuon.  She  fo  warmly 
interefted  herfelf  in  her  favour,  and  was  (o 
carncft  in  her  folicitations  with  Lord  Hamp^ 
den  J  that  ihe  prevailed  upon  his  lorcfhip  to 
advance  her  a  fum  of  moneys  to  which  her 
ladyfhip  fo  liberally  contributed,  that  fhe 
was  provided  with  every  thing  proper  to  un- 
dertake a  voyage  to  the  Faft  indies.  Thi- 
ther fhe  went,  and  i  hear  fhe  is  happily  mar- 
ried, and  fettled  at  Madrafs. 

As  foon  as  I  was  releafed  from  my  late 
difagreeablc  capture,  I  went  to  pay  a  vifit  to 
Mrs.  /i y  who  was  lately  come  to  Eng- 
land, and  refided  in  ihe  country.  Her  rea- 
fon  for  vifuing  this  kingdom  was  as  follows. 

A  no- 
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A  noble  peer,  when  upon  his  travels,  made 
her  fome  compliments,  and  paid  great 
arrention  to  htr  during  his  ftay  in  France; 
which  flie  like  other  foolifli  women,  took 
tout  de  hon.  As  that  lady  was  now  a  young 
widow,  and  polTriled  of  a  large  fortune  by 
tier  uncle's  death,  (he  vainly  imagined  that  a 
trip  to  our  dear  little  ifland  would  be  the 
means  of  adding  an  earl's  coronet  to  her  own 
refplendent  efcutcheon.  She  accordingly 
came  over. 

But  upon  her  arrival,  ihe  did'  not  find 
that  his  lordfhip  meant  his  fluerets  in  the 
fame  fen fe  they  were  underftood  by  the  ladyt 
Being  thus  difappointed  of  obtaining  her 
elevated  expedlations,  fhe  fell  from  the  pom.- 
pous  idea;  and  exaftly  verified  what  1  have- 
read  in  fome  celebrated  French  author. 

"  The  heart  of  a  woman  is  fo  fufccptible 
"  of  tendernefs,  that  Ihe  muft  fall  in  love; 
"  The  preference  is  generally  given  by  them 
*'  to  a  red  coat  and  cockade,  perhaps  to  the 
"  tinfclled  hero  or  buffbon.  The  ferious 
*'  fix  their  trembling  heart&on  the  four-cor- 
"  nercd  cap  or  band.  But  if  all  thefe  fail,  , 
**  they  will  pr<:fer  the  HangmaUy  rather  than 
"  not  admire  ?,  public  charadter." 

After  I  returned  from  my  vifit,  I  received 
a  letter  from  this  lady,  with  one  inclofed, 
which  fhe  requefted  I  would  fend,  agreeable 
to  the  directions,  by  the  chairman  I  ufually 
employed,  that  llie  might  be  fure  it  was  de- 

Jiyercd 
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llvcred  fafe.  But  Ihe  ordered  that  the  bearer 
was  bv  no  means  to  wait  for  an  anfwer.  She 
had  informed  me,  that,  fmce  her  arrival,  flie 
had   been  at  the  new  opera;,  when  Ihe  ob- 

ferved  that  Mr. -^  of  the  Theatre  Royal, 

Drury  Lane^  looked  remarkably  penfive  -,  to 
which  fhe  added,  "  poor  fellow !  i  wiili  I 
"  knew  how  to  ajfiji  him" 

From  this  converfation,  I  had  every  right 
to  believe  that  the  letter  committed  to  my 
care,  was  di6ta:ed  folely  by  hummily.  i 
therefore  fent  the  man  with  it,  who,  as  it 
happened  to  be  Sunday,  had  great  difficulty 
to  tind  the  gentleman's  lodgings.  Two  day^ 
after,  an  exprefs  c?.me  to  town-,  but  not  find- 
ing an  anfwer  at  the  place  where  fhe  had 
ordered  it  to  be  left,  a  little  diftance  from 
town,  the  fervant  foon  after  brought  me  a 
letter,  which  feemed  to  be  dictated  by  a  Bed- 
lamite. In  confequence  of  this  pretty  manoeu- 
vre, the  lady  and  I  had  a  breach.  She  re- 
turned to  France;  and,  as  I  hear,  has  thrown 
a  large  fortune  and  all  her  beauty  into  a 
cloifter,  where  fne  purpofes  to  end  her  days. 

1  forgot  to  mention,  that  during  the  Oiort 
time  I  was  at  the  officer's  houfe  in  Carey- 
ftreet,  I  met  there  a  perfon  whofe  face  I 
thought  I  had  feen  before.  And  as  fne 
ihowed  me  fome  civility,  I  luppofed,  by  the 
eafe  which  appeared  in  her  countenance,  that 
fhe  belonged  to  the  houfe  ;  her  drefs  being 
rather  frippery  genteel. 

^^    ^  ^^  Whilft 
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Whilfl:  the  bail  bond   was  filling  up,  fKe':* 
informed  me  that  her  name  was  Douglas  ;. 
that  (he  was  of  a  good  family,  but  from  fomc 
indifcretions,  had  involved  herfelf  in  a  debt 
of  thirty  pounds,  which  occalloned  her  con- 
finement, and  which  Hie  had  in  vain  endea- 
voured to  raife.     You  know  humanity  is  fo-i 
predominant  a  propenlity  in  my  mind,  that 
it    may   even    be    termed   a   foible.       You' 
will  not  wonder,  therefore,  that  I  felt  an  incli-- 
nation  to  affift  her.     But  going  out  of  town; 

for  a  few  days  upon  a  vific  to  Mrs.  A y,., 

as  I  have  juft  m.entioned,  it  was  totally  ouc- 
of  miy  power  to  pay  any  attention  to  her. 

Upon  my  return  1  found  a  lett-erfrom  her,". 
I  fent  an  anfwer  to  it,  and  therein  adviied  hei* 
to  write  to  a  noble  duke,   who  is  pofifefiTed: 
of  huinanity  in  tli'e  higheft  degree.    She  did' 
fo,  but  received  no  anfwer  :  flie  was  foon  after 
liberated  by  what   was   then-  termed  a   fire 
ticket,   which  was  fent  her  by  an  unknown 
hand.     -As  foon  as  fhe  found  heifelf  reltored 
to  freedom,  ilie  came  to  mej  and  as  I  always 
fuppcfe  perfons  to  be  what  they  ^t^m,  and 
there  appeared  to  be  fo  much  candour  in  her 
manner  of  telling  her  (lory,  i  took  her  to  be 
with  me  J    and    the  ftrangell  intim.acy  was 
formed  between  us. 

Mechinks  I  hear  you  fay,  infpired   by  a 
prefcntiment,  from   a  few   words  i  have  let 
drop,  of  what  is  likely  to  be  the  confequence  ■ 
of  this  hafty  attachment,  ^'Will  nothing  make 

**  you 
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*^  you  wife?" — *^  Will  not  the  many  in- 
**  fiances  of  ingratitude  and  duplicity  you 
'*  have  already  experienced,  guard  you  a- 
*•  gainft  a  repetition  of  thern  ?" — "How 
"  many  more  inRances  have  you  to  tell  me 
**  of?  For  you  lacely  faid  the  number  was  not 
*'  complete." — Have  a  little  patience  ;  and 
as  I  now  draw  towards  a  conclufion  of  my  long 
fad  (lory,  the  latter  part  of  your  queflions  wiji 
foon  be  anfwered.  With  regard  to  your  firft 
■quere.  *'  Will  nothing  m.ake  you  wife?"  I 
can  only  fay,  I  fear  notj  if  the  v^ifdom  you 
mean  is  to  be  purchafed  with  the  annihilation 
of  that  humane  fufceptibiiity  which  has  ever 
been  my  pride  and  my  delight. 

G.  A.  B. 
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March  ifl-.   17— 

N  fonie  fhort  time,  there  appeared  a  pa- 
_  ragraph  in  the  public  papers,  which  men- 
tioned that  the  names  of  all  thofe  v/ho  had 
furrendered  themfelves,  or  had  been  fet  down 
in  the  books  of  the  King's  liench,  would  be 
publif}:ied  in  a  pamphlet.  Alarmed  at  hav- 
ing my  namie  enrolled  with  many,  who  had 
caufed  theirs  to  be  let  down  and  provided 
.themfcives  with  fire  tickets,  for  fraudulent 
■purpofes,  I  wrote  a  letier  to  Mr.  fVoodfally 
to  prevent  it,  if  poffible.  I  th-Tc;n  acquaint- 
ed him  wich  the  real  fad.     i  fuliy  explained 

the 
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the  circumftances  of  the  arrefi,  and  requefted 
that  my  name  might  not  be  infertcd,  as  the 
next  term  would  conclude  the  affair  j  an  affair 
which  had  been  produ6live  of  fo  much  vex- 
ation^  to  me.  But  to  my  very  great  mortifi- 
cation, when  the  black  lift  came  out,  1  found 

Mrs.  D s    and  myfelf  not  in  the  moft  i 

pleafing  company. 

The  people  of  the  houfe  where  I  refide  had  I 
till  now  entertained  no  fufpicion  of  what  had  I 
happened.      But  when  they  faw  my   name  : 
publiflied,    they  were  not  a  little  alarmed.  , 
They  apprehended  that  I  ftiould  avail  myfelf  i 
of  being  in  the  fituation  of  a  prifoner ;  which  i 
every  perfon  in  the  lift  pretended  they  had  a  i 
right  to.     I,  however,  loon  convinced  them,  i 
of  their  error,  by  giving  them  demonftrative  ' 
proofs  that  1  was  incapable  of  fuch  baienefs. 
I  never  in  my  life  felt  myfelf  in  fo  humi- 
liating a  fituation  as  at  the  barefuppofition  of 
being  fo  bafe  as  to  take  means  of  fuch  a  nature 
to  releafe  myfelf  from  juft  debts.     Let  the 
poor  unfortunate  mian  or  woman,    who  by 
lofies  in  trade,  or  by  fimilar  misfortunes,  are 
reduced  to  a  ft:atc  of  infolvency,  take  advan- 
tage of    ihefe  opportunities  to  regain  their 
liberty,   and   to  be  rcftored  to  their  families 
and  avocations;  but  all  others,  in  my  opinion, 
ought  to  be  precluded  from,  the  advantages.' 
The  difficulty,  indeed,   lies   in  drawing  the 
line.    Had  the  people  where  1  lock-cd    been 
perfedlly  acquainted  with  my  charadler  and 

prin- 
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principles,  they  would  have  known  that  I 
pofleffed  a  mind  fuperlor  to  every  difhoneffc 
purpofe.  As  I  had  not  exonerated  myfelf 
from  my  debts  when  I  was  fo  greatly  in- 
volved, as  I  have  given  an  account  of,  I 
could  hardly  think  of  fuch  a  meafure,  when 
1  owed  comparatively  little  to  what  I  did 
then,  and  had  been  {o  greatly  indulged  by 
my  honeft  creditors. 

1  had  wrote  to  my  fon  Methamy  to  inform 
him  of  the  ingratitude  of  the  woman  he  had 
recommended  to  my  notice,  and  of  her  hav- 
i-ng  fecreted  his  letters;  but,  to  my  very  great 
furprize,  had  received  no  anfwer  by  the  pac-< 
quet,  though,  in  courfe,  I  migtit  have  had 
one  by  it.  i  was  perfectly  fatisfied  of  his 
rc6litude,  duty,  and  affection  ;  and  was  con- 
vinced  that  fuch  treatment  would  have. 
claimed  his  attention,  had  all  been  well ;  I 
therefore  was  extremely  apprehenfive  for  hir 
health.  My  fears  made  me  imagine  the 
word.  And,  as  they  had  done  in  many 
other  cafes,  they  now  proved  prophetic. 

Upon  being  difappointed  of  hearing  by 
die  pacquec,  I  wrote  to  Sir  Georgey  to  en- 
quire if  he  had  received  any  intelligence  j  and 
by  the  return  of  the  poll  hid  an  anfwer.  Ob- 
ferving  that  the  feal  was  black,  it  was  fomc 
tiine  before  1  had  courage  to  break  it  open. 
But  when  I  had  done  fo,  and  read,  *'  now 
"  fummon  all  your  fortitude,"  it  became 
unnecetlary  to  fee  the  left  of  the  contents. 
VOL.  v..  F  The 
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The  letter  inflantly  dropped  out  of  my  hand, 
and  I  fell  renlciefs  on  the  floor. 

When  i  recovered,  I  found  the  miftrefs  of 
'the  houfe,  and  fome  others  whom  fhe  had 
-called  to  my  aUiflance,  drowned  in  tears. 
But  tears  refufed  me  their  aid  j  and  through 
the  want  of  the  relief  they  ufualiy  afford  in 
excreme  grief,  I  was  nearlychoaked  by  the 
violence  of  mine.  My  feelings  were  really, 
inexpreffible.  I  could  admit  of  no  comfort. 
This  of  all  my  affli6lions  wasthefevereft.  And 
it  was  rendered  more  pungent,  by  the  hopes 
.1  had  encouraged  of  foon  having  the  happi- 
nefs  to  fee  him;  and  ;in  him  all  that  a  fond 
mother  could  wllh  or  expe<5t. 

Thus  did  I  lofe  a  kind  fon,  an  indulgent 

friend,  and  an  invaluable  protedlorj  and  was 

left  defliiute  of  comfort  or  fupport.- — What 

a  fucceffion  of  troubles,  as  you  have   feen, 

have^   been    my  portion  !     With  truth  does 

thei*  king. exclaim  in  Hamlet,  "  When  fbr- 

*'  rows  com.e,    they  come   not  fingle  fpies, 

."  but  in  battalions.".-^— -My  other  fon  was  in 

jthe  Eafl  Indies,  and  my  fears,  heightened  by 

.the  confideration  juil  quoted,  railed  luggef- 

tions  in  my  mind,  thar  I  might  be  at  that 

Mionytnt  c.bildle/s.     For  as  to  my  dcjughttr,  I 

did  not,   nor   could   I,    after  her  behaviour 

.fince  my  difirciies  have  come  upon  me,  look 

lipon  her  in  the  light  of  a  chikl  ;    a?  (i'le  .had 

iiliewn  heifelf  to  be  unnaiuraj,   ar.d  the  true 

*  Hamlet,  Aft  IV.  Scene  V. 

,dau^h- 
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daughter  of  a  Calcraft.  I  can  fay,  with 
*  Lear,  "  She  has  tied  fliarp-troth'd  unkind- 
"  nefs,  like  a  vulture,  to  my  heart." 

My  intimate  companion  wrote  to  Sir 
George  Methaniy  to  inform  him  of  my  de- 
plorable fituation,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
let  him  know  that  1  had  not  ability  to  pay  rhe 
Jaft  refpetl  to  my  much  lamented  fon.  Sir 
George  did  not  condefcend  to  anfwer  her 
letter.  1  iliould  have  wrote  myfelf,  but  was 
unable;  a  fever  having  been  the  confequence 
of  the  agitation  of  my  fpirits,  and  when 
the  violence  abated,  it  became  an  incer- 
mittent. 

As  foon  as  I  could  hold  a  pen,  I  wrote  to 
him  myfelf,  requeuing  that  he  would  enable 
me  to  go  into  mourning.  When,  to  my 
great  morcilication,  he  returned  for  anfwer, 
that  it  was  not  in  his  power;  as  his  own  ex- 
penccs  called  for  ail  he  had  faved  from  the 
ruin  of  his  fortune.  This  denial  was  the 
more  unkind,  and  gave  mc  a  greater  degree 
of  pain  than  it  ctherwife  would  have  done,  as 
the  motive  of  my  requeft  ought  to  have  been 
felt  as  much  by  a  father  as  a  mother,  for  a 
fon,  of  whom  he  had  reafon  to  be  proud  ; 
inftead  of  diffipating  his  fortune  and  time 
upon  difTolute  chara6ters,  who  make  him,  by 
all  accounts,  the  fubjed  of  indecent  mirth. 
Old  age  and  levitv  will  always  be  the  con- 
tempt of  the  thinking  part  of  the  world,  and 

*-Kirjg  Le.ir,  Aft  IL  Scene  XI, 

F  2  the 
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the  objed  of  laughter  to  thofe  who  profit  by  • 
their  folly.  ^  ' 

I  did  not  now  know  what  to  do,  or  how 
to  procure  the  ntcefTaries  that  decency  and 
altedtion  rendered  fo  needful.      In  this  di- 
lemma, J  applied  once  more  to  Mr.  Stacie,  . 
^ho  kindly  lent  me  fufficient  for  my  equip-  \ 
nienti    and    advanced    me,     belides,    fame- 
money  upon  two  portraits,   which  I  had  jufl  ■ 
received   from  Mr.   lVoodward\    executors;  i 
Ihffe   ponraics    Mr.    IViilet,    the    a  torney, 
iiad   aflured   Mr.   Brcmfield,     that  I  had  re-  • 
ccived  four  years  before  1  did  receive  them. 
t  ou  may  judge  from  this  circumll-ance,  that 
my  complaints   agamft  him   are  not  totally 
without  foundation..  On  the  contrary,  it  will 
lerve  as  a  corroboration,  were  any  necefTary, 
though  in  itfelf  of  comparatively  tnfiing  im- 
portance,   that  I  do  not  complain  without 
reafon. 

I  was  advifed  to  petition  the  lords  of  the 
trealury,  for  leave  to^dminifter  to  my  late 
ion.  Upon  application  to  Lord  Palmerftun, 
his  lord/hip  condrfcended  to  write  to  j-ne. 
He  advifed  me  not  to  think  of  fuch  a  ftep, 
unlefs  I  was  fure  there  were  eifeas  fufficient 
to  aniwer  the  great  trouble  and  expence  wh^ch 
vyouid  attend  it.  As  I  had  received  informa- 
tion thzt  Captaifi  Mttham  had  diipofed  of 
his  commiaion,  and  thepurchafe  money  was 
depofiied  in  the  hands  of  his  agents  Grey  and 
Ogtivie;  and  that  he  had  propGi:cd  coming 

to 
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to  England  in  order  to  purchafe  into  the 
guards;  I  could  not  help  thinking,  with 
thofe  who  advifed  me  to  adminifter,  that 
there  certainly  were  effefls  in  Jamaica.  And 
in  this  opinion  1  was  confirmed  by  rhe  intel- 
ligence 1  had  fome  time  before  received  from 
Sir  George  Meikam,  of  his  fon's  having  for- 
tunately acquired  eight  ihoufand  pounds  3  as 
already  mentioned. 

As  I  was  convinced  that  he  had  nothing 
to  induce  him  to  miake  a  wiilj  till  that  even- 
tual ftroke  of  fortune  had  taken  place,  I  was 
the  more  inclinable  to  adminifter  as  his  mo- 
ther. And  this  not  only  for  the  emolu- 
ments I  might  'receive,  but  from  a  defire  to 
pay  all  the  debus  he  had  contracted  here,  exo- 
nerate his  memory,  and,  ac  the  fame  time, 
clear  myfelf  from  the  heavy  obligation  I  had* 
entered  into  w-ith  him. 

Inftigated  by  rhefc  snocives,  I  perfevertd 
in  my  defign,  and  af  erfome  months  applica- 
tion, got  Mr,  Goodji'ejhj  a  principle  creditor, 
to  intereft  himfelt  in  ir.  That  gentleman 
prevailed  upon  Mr.  BucUj  his  attorney,  to 
enter  into  an  e;igagemtnt  for  me  at  the  com- 
mons, that  1  fliauld  pay  as  far  as  the  alTets 
would  admit,  fir  it  repaying  myfelf  the  ex- 
pences  which  had  been  incurred.  After 
much  trouble,  letrers  of  adminiilration  were 
granted.  When  to  my  infiniie  furprize,  I 
was  informed  by  Mr.  Barry ^  General  Balling's 
F  3  ftcretary, 
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lecretary,  that  there  was  a  will,  and  of  whicit 
he  would  fend  me  a  copy. 

1  his  has  put  it  out  cf  my  power  to  ad 
under  my  k-iters  of  ad  :ri  in  i  ft  ration,  and  con- 
Itqufntlv  piTvented  me  from  taking  any 
iteps  rnwards  paying  his  debts.  Befides 
whivh,  it  has  invoived  me  more  than  ever. 
The  agents  have  rrfujed  to  give  me  any  ac- 
count. And  norwithftandingl  have,  for  thefe 
three  years,  sepeatrdly  wrote  to  fcveral  pcr- 
ibns  ar  Jamaica,  I  have  never  been  able  to  get 
any  account  whadoever  of  the  real  ftate  of 
his  circumftances.  And  I  am  ftill  at  a  lofs> 
from  the  maoy  different  reports,  lo  guefs 
whether  he  died  in  circumitances  or  in- 
Iplverit.  ' 

'I  hus  cantinuaily  difappointed  in  all  my 
expeftufions;  the  Iporr  of  fortune  j  and  the 
Have  of  misfonune;  J  knew  not  which  way 
to  turn  myfclf.     However,  to  my  no  fmall 
fadsfadion,    hs    excellence    C&mfs  Eajlang 
about  th's  t  me  recover  d  from  his  late  in- 
difpoficion,  -md  promifed  to  renew  the  little 
income  he  had  allowed  me.     The  afflidion 
I  had  undergone   had  greatly  impaired  my 
health,  but  my  fpirits  more.     Whatever  af- 
liftance  I  from  time  to  time  received,  was 
devoted  before  it  came  into  my  hatids.     I 
once  more  applied  to  the  proprietors  of  Co- 
vent    Garden    Theatre   for    tickets,     which 
Mr.  Harm  kindly  granted-  me.     But  from  a 

miftaksr 
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miftake  in  the  night,  and  an  alteration  in  the 
play,  his  kindnefs  had  not  the  defired  effect. 
1  received,  indeed,  twenty  guineas  from 
Mrs.  Armjlead  for  a  boxj  and  what  adds  to 
the  obligation  is,  that  I  have  not  the  pleafure 
of  knowing  her  perfonally,  though  I  have 
reafan  to  be  well  acquainted  v/ith  her  liberal 
heart.  At  this  period  Comte  Hajlang  had  a 
relapfe,  which  gave  me  great  uneafinffs. 

Every  thing  now  feemcd  to  tend  to  aug- 
ment my  diftrefles  and  unhappinefs.  —  No 
fooner  did  a  new  hope  of  extrication  fro.n 
my  difficulties  fpring  up,  than  it  evaporated, 
and  fhcvved  thu  ic  had  only  been  an  empty 
bubble.  —  E,very  friendly  twig  that  prefented 
itfclf,  and  feemed  to  promife  relief,  broke  on 
the  firll  preffure,  and  I  found  myleif  rapidly 
hurried  away  by  the  tide  of  misfortune. — • 
Thcfe  obfervations  recal  to  my  memory  a 
faying  of  my  dear  mother's,  which  1  will 
give  you,  and  with  it  conclude  my  letter. 
She  ufed  to  tell  me,  when  I  was  in  very  dif- 
ferent circumftances  froin  what  I  am  at  pre- 
fent,  that  Fortune  had  knocked  fo  ofen  at 
my  door,  and  fo  often  been  denied  admit- 
tance, t  -".at  rhe  much  feared  the  fickle  Dame 
would  fend  an  ugly  rela^on  of  her's  to  call 
upon  me,  a.  Mijs  of  her  name;  who,  when 
Ihe  came,  would  be  fo  bold  an  intruder, 
that  fhe  would  not  take  a  denial.  I  have 
woefully    experienced  her  alTertion.      MV- 

fortune 
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fortune  has,  indeed,  called  upon   me;    nor^ 
eould  I  fhut  the  door  againft  her.  —  She  has  . 
not  only  been  a  vifitor,  but  is  become  an 
inmate  with  ine.-— And  i  have  been  obliged, 
forely  againft  my  inclii-iation,  to  keep  this 
maiden  lady  company. 

G;  A,  B. 


L  E  T  T  E  R       C, 

March  9,  17-^— 

**T"HK  failure  of  what  was  promifed  me  as? 
a  fupporc  till  my  affairs  were  fettled, 
and  which  I  depended  upon,  but  which  was; 
again  put  a  ftop  to  by  Comte  Hajlang'^  re- 
laj^fe,  ftill  left  me  involved.  I  immediately, 
leffened  my  expence,  and  removed  to  a  cheapr 
lodging,  which  1  had  formerly  occupied,  till 
Icould  afford  a  better  fituation. 

In  order  to  exonerate  myfelf  from  debt,  I- 
accepted  of  a  propofal   made  me   by  Mr» 
Woodward, .  of  ciifpofing   of  the  money   in. 
the  three  per  cent,  confols,  the  intereft  ofr 
which  he  was  to  receive  for  his  life.     What 
made  this  propofal  feem  the  more  eligible,  ^ 
was,  that  Mr.  JVillet  had  repeatedly  affured 
us,  that  if  we  filed  an   amicable  bill  for  this 
purpofe,  he  would  by  nomeans  oppofe  it. 

We  accordingly  brought  the  requeft  before 
the  barons  of  the  exchequer;  and  as  we  con- 
cluded there  would  be  no  oppofition  from/ 
the  executor's  attorney,  we  did  not  retain 

counfeU 
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counfel  to  Hiew  caufe,  and  fee  forth  the  rea- 
fons  of  our  petition.  But,  to  the  perfeft 
amazement  of  the  folicitor,  employed  by 
Mr.  l^Foodward  2Ln6.  myfelf,  Mr.  fVilietukd 
every  argument  in  his  power  to  prevent  the 
bill  from  pafTing.  He  aiiured  the  court, 
that  the  petition  was  contrary  to  the  letter 
and  intent  of  the  will,  which  was  meant  to 
tie  me  up,  fo  as  to  prevent  me  from  parting 
with  the  lead  tittle  of  what  was  bequeathed 
me,  as  the  teftator  wiflied  to  guard  againfb 
my  extravagance,  of  which  he  had  the  great- 
eit  apprehenfions.  Upon  this,  the  bill  was 
difmilled. 

Vv^hat  could  occafion  fuch  an  alteration  in 
Mr.  fFillei's  fentiments,  and  excite  him  to 
fuch  a  wanton  piece  of  cruelty,  1  am  at  a 
lofs  to  determine.  Unlffs  it  was  the  fear  of 
being  obliged  to  come  to  a  regular  account , 
which  it  fecms  our  folicitor  had  at  the  fan"^e 
time  prayed  for,  and  he  mufl  have  fubmitted 
to,  had  our  petition  been  granted.  Or  elfe 
that  he  might  have  the  pleafure  of  expend- 
ing a  little  more  of  the  money  which  was  be- 
queathed me,  upon  another  lav^-fuit,  to  his 
cwn  emolumt^nt.  But  this  was  of  a  piece- 
with  the  reft  of  his  condudi}"  and  wiil,  I 
truft,  mett,  e.G  long,  witti  the  cenlure  it  de- 
fcrves.  The  confequences  of  this  unexpected 
difappointment  were,  that  I  became  more 
deeply  involved,  and  was  obliged  in  my  turn 
to  difappointfeveral  I  was  indebted  to.     For- 


58  THELtFEOF 

fo  certain  was  I  of  meeting  with  no  obflruc- 
tion  to  the  fuit,  that  I  had  promifed  to  pay 
feveral  fums  I  had  been  neceffitated  to  ol> 
tain  credit  for. 

From    thefe   accumulated  circumftances, 
my  diftrefs  was  become  fo  urgent,   that  not- 
withftanding  the  refoJutions  ihad  made,  not. 
to  trouble  his  excellency  any  more,   I  found' 
myfelf    obliged    to    apply   again    to   Ccmte.^ 
Hajlang.     The  indelicacy    of  the  meafure,  I' 
acknowledge  hurt  me  much;  as  I  had  every, 
reafon  to  fuppofe  the  generofity  of  his  excel- 
lency would  have  prevented  any  lolicitation, . 
had  it  been  convenient.    For  nature  had  bleft. 
him  with  the  mod  liberal  fentimenis.     Such,  ■ 
indeed,  as  often  involved   him   in  very  great 
difficulties.  And  as  I  had  no  reafon  to  doubt 
his  friendHiip,  after  fuch  repeated  inftances  of. 
it,  as  he  had  iliown  me,  cruel  neceffity  could 
alone  have  forced  me  to  obtrude  my  diftrefs 
again  upon  him. 

Friendfliip  with  women  is  faid  to  be  fifter 
to  love.  You  might,  therefore,  or  at  lead 
the  world  might,  be  induced  to  fuppofe  it 
was  that  kind  of //7V«/^/p,  which  is  fo  nearly 
a  kin, to  love,  that  fubfifted  between  the 
C()mte  and  myfelf.  But  it  is  mv  boaft,  and 
upon  reflcdlion  a  fource  of  happintfs  to  me, 
amidft  the  cenfures  that  have  been  paffed 
upon  my  condu6t,  that  I  have  been  blefl 
with  the  J//?;2/(fri?/?^// friendfliipof  fome  of  the 
moft    confpicuous    and    lliining    charadlers 

■'  "'      which 
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which  have  appeared  in  the  fenate,  fhe  cabi- 
nety  the  drawing  room,  and  the  green  room.' 

And  this  enviable  didindtion  I  can  only 
impute  to  my  invariable  fincerity  and  phi- 
lanthropyi  together  wich  my  never  affuming 
any  fuperiority  of  underftanding — a  vanity 
that  too  many  females  are  apt  to  indujo-e, 
when  rhcy  happen  to  have  tolerable  talents 
joined  to  reading;  and  more  particularly  fo 
•if  they  are  gift;;d  vAih  retention — By  not 
laying  claim  to  praile,  every  little  fally  of 
mine  had  ten  times  the  efFed  it  would  have 
had,  if  1  had  let  myfelf  up  either  as  a  wit,  or 
a  woman  of  literature  and  underilandincr. 

Pardon  the  feeming  egotifm  ©f  this  decla- 
ration; it  does  nor,  I  allure  you,  proceed 
from  vanity,  but  from  a  defire  to  convey  to 
my^  fair  country-women,  my  ideas  on  this 
fubjed: — They  may  'be  aflured  that  a  modeft 
diffidence  will  give  a  iuftre  to  their  accom- 
(pljfhments,  which  the  moft  oftentatious  dif- 
play  ofthem  cannot  do — The  lefs  prerenfions 
our  fex  make  to  a  fuperiority  of  talents  and 
underftanding,  fo  much  the  greater  wiil  be 
the  refped  and  admiration  beftowed  upon 
thern  by.thofe  who  have  the  U7idoubud  fupc- 
\riority. 

The  next  day,  being  Sunday,  I  went  to 
?Goidtn  Square;  and  had  the  infinite  f>lealure 
•to  fee  the  Comte  fo  far  recovt-rrd,  as  to  be 
.able  to  attend  divine  fervice  in  tlie  chaptlj 
where  he  had  not  been  for  lome  months. 

Af:er 
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After  his  Excellence  returned  from  chapel,! 
had  the  happinefs  of  hearing  from  him,  that 
his  health  was  wholly  re-eftabiifhed;  and  that 
he  had  not  been  fo  well  for  the  laft  thirty 
years.  He  then  told  me,  that  he  propofed 
doing  me  the  honour  of  a  vifit  very  foon,  and 
defired  I  would  fend  my  fervantj  the  Thurf- 
day  following,  for  an  anfwer  to  the  applica' 
tion  I  had  made  to  him.  To  which  he  was 
pleafed  to  add,  that  it  gave  him  very  great 
concern  to  have  fuffered  me  to  remind  him 
of  his  promife. 

I  was  moft  fincerely  happy  at  the  Comle's 
recovery,  as  I  v>^as  not  only  attached  to  him 
by  obligations,  and  a  feries  of  many  years 
profeffed  fricndfnip,  but  had  a  very  great 
perfonal  rcfpect  and  regard  for  him.  And  I 
felt  an  additional  fatisfacbinn  upon  this  occa- 
fion,  when  1  confidered  that  I  fliould  be  at 
once  able  to  pay  the  demands  1  was  preiTed 
for,  and  have  befides  fome  little  income  to 
fupporl  me  till  fuch  time  as  my  affairs  were, 
fettled  ;  vv'hen  1  fhouid  no  longer  be  obliged 
to  intrude  upon  the  generoficy  of  a  fnend,  ■ 
who  had  given  me  fuch  repeated  proofs  of  b.is 
muniticence. 

x4.ccordmg   to   his    Excellency's   appoint-; 
mentj    my.  lirde   faithful    maid,    exactly  at 
twelve,  tripped  away  to  Golden  Square,  with 
a  ctTtainty  of  my  wifhes  being  gratified:  and  ; 
with    the    pleaiing   hope  of  feeing  her  old  ; 
patron,    who   had  always    been  particularly 

partial 
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partial  to  her.  And  I  myfelf  was  fo  very 
fure  of  receiving  the  relief  I  expeded,  that 
I  infilled  upon  a  female  intimate,  who  was 
jufl  come  to  town,  flaying  dinner.— But  how 
could  I  think  of  expedations  being  fulfilled, 
in  this  world  of  uncertainty  !— -I  who  had 
fo  often  experienced  difappointments  ! 

When  my  mefilsnger  returned,  I  eagerly- 
held  out  my  hand  to  receive  the  anfwer  I 
doubted  not  but  fhe  had  brought.  When 
inflead  of  delivering  me  the  wifhed-for 
bounty,  Ihe  exclaimed,  "  there  is  no  an* 
*'  fwer;  you  have  now  lofl  your  only  friend; 
-*^  the  Comfe  is  dead."  Thunderflruck  aC 
fuch  an  unexpected  piece  of  intelligence^ 
I  could  not  credit  what  I  heard.  I  therefore 
immediately  ran  with  all  fpeed  to  his  houfe, 
where,  to  my  inexprefilible  grief,  I  found  the 
information  too  true.  The  deflroying  angel 
had  adminiflered  the  three  fatal  drops  the 
day  before.  * 

As  there  was  fomething  very  fingular  in 
this  nobleman's  death,  which  happened  fud- 
denly   and    unexpectedly,    after   his  almofl, 

*  The  ancient  as  well  as  fome  modern  Jews  maintam,  that  the  eX- 
'terminating  Angel,  as  loon  as  the  Lord  has  jivcn  commiflioii  for  the 
death  of  any  perfon,  hovers  over  the  head  of  the  deftined  mortal  with 
a  fword  in  his  hand  ;  at  the  point  of  which  hangs  three  drops  of  gall. 
The  objeft  beholding  this  terrifying  preparation,  being  fudJenly  dif-* 
_mayed,  opens  his  mouth;  when  the  Angel  of  Death  adminifters  the 
fatal  uniftion,  which  has  the  following  effed';  the  firft  drop  deprives 
him  of  life  ;  the  fecond  occafions  a  livid  palenel's  ;  and  the  third  reduces 
the  Cadavre  to  duft  in  the  grave.  Calmut.  DiiTert.  fur  Is  Defaite 
de  I'Armces  de  Sannach. 

VOL.  V.  G  mira- 
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miraculous  recovery,  I  think  you  will  not 
be  difpleafed  with  the  recital.  After  I  had 
taken  my  leave  of  the  Comie  on  the  Sunday, 
he  ordered  his  chariot  that  he  might  pay  a 
few  viiits,  in  part  of  the  numberlefs  ones  he 
was,  through  his  long  indifpolition,  indebted. 
It  being  a  very  bleak  day,  fome  of  the  do- 
miellics  requefled  his  Excellency  to  poflpone 
his  intention  till  the  weather  was  milder. 
But  he  periifted  in  his  defign,  alledging  that 
it  would  be  fcarcely  poflible  for  him  to  return 
all  his  ceremonious  vifits  of  thanks,  before 
the  birth-day. 

He  accordingly  fet  off.  But  in  his  tour, 
one  of  the  horfes  falling,  he  was  obliged  to 
let  down  the  glalTes  of  his  carriage  till  the 
creature  could  be  got  up.  To  do  this  took 
fome  confiderable  time  ;  during  which  the 
caflerly  wind  blew  directly  in  his  Lordlhip's 
face.  A  circumftance  which  was  fure  to  be 
attended  with  fatal  confequences  to  a  perfon 
who  had  not  been  out  of  his  room  for  many 
months,  and  was  jufl:  recovered  from  a  com- 
plaint, fo  inveterate  and  dangerous,  as  to 
make  his  relloration  almoft  a  miracle. 

At  night  he  complained  of  cold.  The 
next  day  he  was  feemingly  better.  But  the 
following,  the  death  warrant  was  announced  ; 
and  I  am  credibly  informed,  that  inftead  of 
his  being  permitted  to  breathe  out  his  hft  ref- 
piratigns  iji  peace^  he  was  teized  into  figning 
.  a  will 
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a  will  to  the  prejudice  of  his  fon,  the  prefent 
Comte,  who  is  an  honour  to  his  country,  and 
of  whom  I  have  often  heard  his  father  fpeak 
in  the  moll  aifedtionate  terms  ;  declaring  that 
he  was  the  bell;  of  children,  and  that  he 
elleemed  himfelf  much  obliged  to  him.  What 
the  Cof7ite  left  behind  him  could  be  no  objedt 
of  concern  to  him;  but,  as  a  mark  of  paren- 
tal affedtion,  it  certainly  would  have  been 
plealing  to  lb  good  a  mind  as  he  is  bleft 
with. 

The  young  Baron,  the  Comte*s  executor 
and  heir,  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  totally  guided 
by  the  perfons  about  him;  as  by  all  accounts 
he  is  polite,  and  of  a  good  difpolition.  Thefe 
endowments,  indeed,  generally  render  the 
poffelfors  more  liable  to  the  impofitions  of 
defigning  perfons.  In  confequencc  of  this, 
many  indecencies  were  fhown  to  the  poor 
remains  of  this  venerable  member  of  the 
corps  deplomatique,  as  w-ell  as  to  his  chaplains, 
and  his  old  domeftics.  The  firft  were 
gentlemen  of  exemplary  piety,  found  learn- 
ing, and  of  orthodox  principles.  But  the 
chaplain,  who  was  introduced  over  their 
heads,  behaved  towards  them  with  fuch  un- 
manly arrogance  as  would  have  been  illiberal 
in  the  highefl  degree,  if  ihown  even  to  info- 
lent  laqueys. 

This  behaviour  foon  obliged  them  to  quit 
the  chapel ;  and  would  have  been  the  means 
of  its  being  totally  deferted,  had  it"iiot  been 

G  2  for 
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for  the  timely  arrival  of  that  juflly  celebrated' 
Irifh  luminary,  Father  O^Leary;  whofe  pa- 
triotic fentiments,  united  to  his  unafFedled 
piety,  have  done  almoll  as  much  good,  asthef 
ignorance  and  blunders  of  many  of  his 
countrymen  have  been  produdlive  of  mif- 
chief.  I  v/ould  here  again  remark,  as  I  think 
I  have  done  once  before  upon  a  fimilar  occa- 
lion,  that  I  would  not  wiih  to  throw  a  gene- 
ral odium  upon  the  Catholic  clergy  of  Ire- 
land by  thefe  ftri6tures.  I  make  no  doubt 
but  there  are  many  as  good,  though  few  as- 
confpicuous  as  the  gentleman  I  have  juil 
mentioned.  And  I  muft  repeat,,  that  it  is- 
with  great  pleafur^  I  recolledl  that  I  formerly 
had  the  happinefs  of  knowing  Mr,  Richard- 
fon,  and  Mr,  Archer ,  Vv?ho  were  likewife  pat- 
terns of  piety  and  learning,  and  were  an. 
honour  to  the  tenets  they  profefTed. 

As  to  the  remains  of  my  much  refpedled' 
friend,  inflcad  of  having  the  honours  paid 
him  which  v,^ere  due  to  his  dignity  and  high 
rank,  he  was  depofited  in  the  common  burial- 
ground  of  St.  Pancras.  And  for  many 
months,  without  even  a  ftone,  or  any  memo- 
rial to  point  out  where  he  lay.  This  de- 
grading treatment  affefted  me  the  more,  as 
his  Excellency,  had  Ihow^n  much  diffatis- 
fadion  at  his  old  houfekeeper's  being  buried 
in  that  place.'  He  exprefled  himfelf  wnth 
fome  afperity  upon  the  occafion ;  faying, 
«*  I  would  pay  more  reipetl  to  the  remains. 

"of 
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*'  of  a  doo-  that  I  valued."  And  it  was  not 
without  great  difficulty,  he  could  be  brought 
to  content  to  her  interment  there,  even  when 
he  was  informed  it  was  by  her  own  exprefs 
defire.  Poor  man !  what  would  he  have 
fuffered,  could  he  but  have  known  that  his 
own  earthly  remains  would  be  depofited  in  a 
place  to  which  he  had  fo  great  a  dillike?  It  is 
true  that  *  '*  the  mean  and  mighty,  rotting 
**  together,  have  one  duft ;  yet  Reverence, 
"  the  Angel  of  the  World,  doth  make 
"  diflinftion  of  place  'twixt  high  and  low." 

All  his  dignities  and  honours  could  not 
fecure  him  from  repeated  infults.  For  in 
addition  to  the  foregoing,  a  chaplain,  whom 
he  had  difmiffed,  and  who  had  publicly- 
affronted  him,  including  his  whole  family,  was 
immediately  fent  for,  to  fill  up  one  of  the 
vacancies. 

1  have  dwelt  much  longer  upon  this  fub- 
jed,  than  otherwife  I  fliould  have  done,  as 
the  event  has  occafioned  great  furprize,  and 
much  enquiry.  And  though  the  refped:  I 
bear  the  memory  of  fo  worthy  a  man,  and  fo 
good  a  friend,  might  be  fuppofed  to  make 
me  partial  ;  I  can  truly  affitm,  that  I  have 
recited  the  circum.ftances  of  his  difrefpedful 
treatment,  and  unfeemly  exit  from  the  ftage. 
of  life,  after  he  had  trod  it  lb  long,  and  in  fo 
irreproachable  a  manner  ;  without  the  leaft 

*  Cymbeline,  Ad  4th,  Scene  4th. 

G  3  exaggera- 
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exaggeration.     Indeed,  I  have  mentioned  It 
with  far  more  lenity  than  the  fubjecl  deferves. 

The  accumulated  misfortunes,  by  which 
I  was  now  overwhelmed,  made  me  almoft 
defpair  of  ever  conquering  them.  But  upon 
my  going  to  hear  the  Cofnte's  funeral  fervice, 
it  was  fo  perfedlly  and  awcfuUy  performed 
by  two  of  his  Lord/Jjip's  ozvn  Chaplains,  that, 
llrtick  with  reverence  and  fubmiffion,  I 
found  myfelf  enabled,  by  divine  Providence, 
to  bear  whatever  might  happen,  with  forti- 
tude and  reiignation. 

So  totally  was  I  immerfed  in  thofe 
thoughts  which  the  folemn  fcene  excited, 
that  I  did  not  obferve  that  the  pew  of  the 
deceafcd  was  filled  with  ladies.  An  indeli- 
cacy that  was  remarked  even  by  the  ftran- 
gers  whom  curiofity  had  led  to  fee  the  cere- 
mony. It  certainly  would  have  greatly 
added  to  the  folemnity,  had  his  feat  been  left 
vacant;  as  the  regret  of  the  audience  would" 
have  received  no  little  augmentation,  from 
turning  towards  it  the  brimful  eye,  and  mifs- 
ing  the  noble  owner,  who  fo  lately  as  the 
Sunday  before  had  graced  it. 

My  forrow  at  the  recolled:ion  of  the  lofs 
of  this  good  friend  is  Hill  fo  lively,  that  had 
I  not  reached  the  ufual  length  of  my  letters, 
I  ihould  here  be  obliged  to  lay  down  my 
pen  and  conclude  this, 

G.  A.  ^, 


I 
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LETTER    CI. 

March  13th,  i7-.» 

N  the  diftrefsful  embarraflment  to  whick 
I  was  now  reduced,  I  advertifed  for  a- 
place  as  houfekeeper,  or  attendant  upon  an. 
elderly  lady  or  gentleman.  As  I  had  beeri 
accuftomed  to  a  lick  room  ;  was  naturally- 
tender  to  thofe  who  are  indifpofed ;  and  had 
acquired  much  experience  from  the  illneffes- 
of  feveral  of  my  friends,  as  related  ^  I  flat- 
tered myfelf  I  fnould  not  fail  to  pleafe  who- 
ever ihould  honour  me  with  the  acceptance 
of  my  offered  fervice. 

As  I  Hill  retained  the  name  of  J'FeJl,  I 
imagined  that  my  having  been  formerly 
upon  the  flage,  as  well  as  the  character  for 
extravagance  which  had  been  imputed  to 
me,  would  not  prove  an  impediment  to  my 
fcheme.  And  if  it  fhould  afterwards  be 
found  out,  I  trufled,  that  my  utility,  and  un- 
remitted attention  in  my  new  employment, 
would  endear  me  fo  much,  that  it  would 
rather  be  a  circumflance  in  my  favour  than 
disfavour.  So  fanguine  was  I  of  meeting 
with  fuccefs  in  this  application,  that  all  my 
thoughts  were  employed  in  forming  an 
under-plot  to  my  piece;  which  was  to  intro- 
duce my  partner  in  misfortune,  (to  whom  I 
was  now  conliderably  indebted)  into  a  iimi- 
li^r  fituation.  But  to  our  very  great  mortifi- 
cation. 
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cation,  though  I  frequently  repeated  the  ad- 
vertifement,  to  the  vilible  decreafe  of  my 
nearly  exhaufted  finances,  I  found  I  had  no- 
thing to  hope  from  my  new  adopted  fcheme. 
Not  a  foul  ever  enquired  after  the  advertifer,. 
notwithllanding  flie  could  have  rendered- 
herfeif  lb  ferviceable. 

So  much  do  the  news-papers  now  abound 
with  offered  fervices  of  this  kind,  that  1  be-- 
lieve  the  greateit  part  of  them  meet  with  the 
fame  fate  mine  did.  They  indeed  anfwer 
more  than  one  good  purpofc.  For  in  the' 
iirft  place,  they  tend  to  the  increafe  of  his- 
Majefly's  revenue,  and  in  the  next,  to  the 
emoluments  of  the  proprietors  of  the  papers. 
Though  this  affords  very  little  confolation^ 
to  the  poor  wretches  who  embark  their  lali^ 
fhiiiing  upon  the  uncertain  adventure. 

About  this  time,  I  renewed  an  intimacy 
which  had  formerly  fubfifted  between  Airs. 
Greville  and  myfelf ;  a  lady  whom  my  mother 
had  known  and  been  partial  to  from  a  child. 
This  lady  had  been  rendered  unfortunate  by 
her  unioii  with  a  man  that  treated  her  with 
the  greatefl  barbarity.  She  had  endeavoured 
by  the  moft  unremitted  induftry  to  manage  a 
trifling  income  left  by  her  lifter.  Lady  Diemar, 
For  notwithflanding  her  theatrical  talents 
are  univerfally  allowed,  from  fome  ftrange 
circumflances  Ihe  has  been  unemployed  for 
ftveral  feafons.  It  is  a  myftery  I  could  never 

unravel,} 
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unravel,  why  this  lady  fhould  be  thrown  by,, 
while  others,  with  not  half  her  merit,  have 
engagements.  The  goodnefs  of  her  heart 
prevailed  over  her  fcanty  eircumflances,  and 
Ihe  chearfully  offered  me  the  little  affiflance 
Ihe  could  fpare.  But  as  it  muft  be  fuppofed 
from  what  I  have  faid,.that  it  could  only  be  a 
temporary  relief,  and  given  at  different  times, 
it  could  not  extricate  me  from  my  dif- 
ficulties, 

I  wrote  to  India  to  my  fon  and  nephew, 
but  no  anfwcrs  could  be  expected  from  thcin 
for  two  or  three  years  j  and  how  to  jubfift 
was  the  labour  of  my  thoughts.  My  maid 
was  my  greatcft  unhappinefs.  For,  as  to 
myfelf,  I  had  now  acquired  a  pcrfeft  indif- 
ference to  whatever  might  befal  me  ;  and 
my  mind  was  more  calm  than  it  had  ever 
been  fmce  my  early  days.  This  fereniry  was- 
a  blefling  1  had  not  experienced  during  the- 
many  years  1  had  paffed  in  folly  and  diffi- 
pation. 

At  the  conclufion  of  the  f-afon,  a  gentle- 
man, who  poffeffts  the  mo(t  exrenfive  phi- 
lanthropy, and  to  whom  1  owe  repeated  ob- 
ligations', opened  a  fubfcription  for  me  at 
Brookes's  ;  but  the  fummer  being  roo  much, 
advanced,  and  moll  of  the  members  gone 
into  the  country,  it  did  not  fuccced  equal 
to  his  kind  intentions.  The  money  ariiing 
from  it  was  barely  fufficient  to  pay  a  demand 
which  a  fevcre  creditor  had  fued  me  forj  and 

whac 
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what  added  to  the  cruelty,  was  his  knowing 
that  the  debt  was  not  of  my  contrafting. 

The  fubfcription,  however,  was  produc- 
tive of  a  more  fortunate  circumftance  thair^ 
the  fum  received,  as  it  ajjured  2l  perfon,  wha 
belongs  to  the  club,  of  my  diftrefs ;  which  he , 
had  only  flightly  heard  of  from  a  female 
friend  of  mine.  And  I  cannot  fufficiently 
exprefs  my  gratitude  for  his  repeated  aflift- 
ance.  It  is  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  I  car>t 
fo  far  fupprefs  my  grateful  fenfations,  as  to 
keep  them  from  breaking  out  into  public' 
acknowledgments  for  fo  fmgular  an  inftance 
of  benevolence.  But  I  obey  the  injundlion, 
though  with  reluctance.  The  confcioufnefs". 
of  polil-ffing  a  mind  fo  enlarged,  and  the 
pleafures  which  flow  from  acts  of  beneficence,. 
will  be  his  reward  j  and  I  fhall  never  forget 
that  he  is  a  fhining  pattern  of  the  moft  un- 
limited and  exalted  humanity^ 

About  this  time  my  patron  went  abroad. 
But  before  he  left  England,  he  offered  me^ 
his  farther  afliftance.  I,  however,  declined 
the  offer,  feeling  myfelf  already  too  much 
obliged ;  and  having  fome  reafon  to  fear  hiS' 
generofity  would  overleap  the  bounds  of 
prudence.  . 

And  I,  in  order  to  keep  pace  with  his  fen- 
timents,  at  this  jun£ture,  fell  into  a  very 
great  inconvenience,  through  the  high  opi- 
nion I  entertained  of  an  artful  woman,  and 
the  confidence  1  placed  in  her*    So  great  wa& 

my 
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my  folly  upon  the  occafion,  that  I  blufli  at 
the  recolledlion  of  it,  and  am  even  afhamed 
to  mention  it.  And  this  at  a  time  when  ex- 
perience ought  to  have  taught  me  to  be 
careful.  And  after  the  miferies  I  had  fuffered 
through  the  duplicity  of  others,  to  be  upon 
my  guard  againft  the  falfe  pretenfions  of 
thofe  who  defcend  to  art. 

Upon  my  returning  home  one  d^  from  a 
friend,  whom  I  had  been  to  inform  of  my 
fituation  i  and  as  I  was  indulging  my  reflec- 
tions on  my  folly  ;  on  the  years  1  had  lived  5 
and,  on  what  I  ought  to  have  attained,  a 
knowledge  of  the  world  ;  I  was  informed  that 
a  young  gentleman,  whofe  name  was  Najh^ 
had  called,  and  was  very  defirous  to  fee  me. 
As  I  was  not  at  home,  he  left  a  note  from 
Counjellor  Murphy  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  the  pur- 
port of  which  was,  that  the  executors  of 
Mr.  DavVf  to  whom  I  had  difpofed  of  my 
annuity,  had  got  a  report  in  our  favour  a- 
gainft  the  executors  of  Mr.  Caicraft,  and  if 
1  had  not  difpofed  of  the  furplus  of  it,  he 
would  undertake  to  get  that,  and  the  arrears, 
aifo  for  me. 

As  I  had  long  fince  given  up  all  thoughts 
ef  fuch  an  event,  the  deeds  not  being  in  my 
pofTeffion,  1  could  not  fail  of  being  much 
pleafed  with  the  account.  The  only  voucher 
I  had  to  (how,  was  the  counterpart  which 
Mr.  Calcraft  had  fent  to  Ireland  as  before 
related.  1  had  indeed  requelted  Mr.  I'ozvnly 
JVardj    of    Henrietta- ftr^et,    to   meet   the 

attorney 
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attorney  who  afted  for  Mr.  Davy* 5  exe* 
cutors,  to  confuk  what  could  be  done  in  the 
affair;  but  I  imagine  that  through  hurry  of 
bufinefs  my  rcqueft  flipped  his  memory.  I 
had  applied  to  this  gentleman,  as  he  might 
be  fuppofcd  to  know  more  of  Mr.  CaUraft\ 
circumftances  than  any  other  perfbn,  from 
having  been  Mrs.Calcraft'^io\\z\x.or^  and  had 
gained  her  caufe.  And,  cxclufive  of 
thefe  motives,  I  was  induced  to  make  appli- 
cation to  him,  from  the  great  opinion  I  had 
of  his  abilities  and  reditude  in  his  profcfTion,' 
added  to  pecuniary  favours.  But  hearing 
nothing  from  Mr.  Ward^  1  looked  upon  the 
affair  as  totally  loft.  The  furprize  and  plea- 
iure  which  the  intelligence  gave  me  was  con- 
fequently  the  greater. 

I  immediately  waited  upon  Mr.  Murphy  ; 
and  fo  apprehenfive  was  I  of  its  being  one  of' 
my  ufual  flattering  nothingSy  that  I  half 
doubted  my  fenfes.  1  hat  gentleman  defircd 
I  would  go  to  Mr.  Price,  at  Salters'  Hall, 
who  would  acquaint  me  with  the  whole  pro- 
cefs.  1  dirediy  {et  ojF,  and  found  Mr.  NaJJj-, 
the  chief  clerk,  who  informed  me  that  it  was 
necefTary  to  make  an  affidavit. 

This  was  rendered  needful  by  our  oppo- 
nents having  produced  receipts  of  mine  which 
I  could  not  have  given.  For  Mr.  Calcrafi 
never  would  receive  any  receipts  upon  ac- 
count of  the  annuity,  it  having  been  in  a  fhate 
©f  litigation  from  the  firll:  hour  it  was  claimed. 

He 
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He  always  alledged  that  it  was  meant  as  a 
provifion  for  myfclfand  the  child  I  was  then 
pregnant  with,  at  the  time  it  was  fettled  upon 
me.  During  the  whole  period,  I  refided  in 
Mr.Calcraft\  houfe,  fo  far  was  1  from  making 
any  demand  of  the  annuity,  that  I  never  read 
the  deed,  nor  heard  it  read,  till  I  borrowed  the 
money  open  it.  And  upon  this  occafion  I  was 
greatly  furprized  to  find  that  the  penalty  of 
the  bond,  inflead  of  being  thirty  thoufand 
pounds,  as  I  believed  it  to  be,  was  only  for 
three  thoufand.  But  at  the  time  this  difco- 
very  was  made,  I  had  difcovered  alfo  that 
a  contraci:  of  niuch  greater  importance  to  mc 
was  invalid;  and  defpifed  the  giver  of  both 
too  much  even  to  reproach  him.  Had  fuch 
receipts  been  a(5lually  given,  he  would  cer- 
tainly have  produced  them  to  young  Mr. 
Stubbsj  his  then  attorney,  as  well  as  the  ge- 
neral releafe  now  in  his  poffefTion,  which  was 
given  as  a  receipt  to  ftop  the  procefs  com- 
menced for  the  remainder  of  my  diamonds. 

But  notwithftanding  the  mailer's  report, 
no  money  has  been  paid  ;  and  1  have  lately 
been  informed  that  nothing  can  be  received, 
till  the  whole  of  Mr.  Calcraft's,  affairs  arc- 
fettled.  This  the  executors  do  nor,  as  I  have 
already  faid,  feem  in  hafte  to  do;  and  the 
affair  might  not  be  concluded  till  long  after 
I  am  a  prey  for  worms.  Nor  iiave  1  any 
hopes  from  the  claims  of  gratitude,  however 
well  founded  mine  might   be.      But  if  the 

VOL.  V.  H  Lucas 
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Lucas  family  would  pleafe  to  recolleft,  they 
finult  know,  that  but  for  my  mediationj  Mr, 
Calcraft  would  not  eafily  ,have  been  recon- 
ciled to  his  fifter  after  her  marriage. 

Not  that  I  would'be  thought  to  infmuate 
that  Mr.  Lucas  was  not  more  than  equal  to 
an  alliance  with  this  great  man  j  who  was  lo 
exceeding  generous  as  to  allow  Mijs  Calcraft 
the  fum  of  fifty  pounds  a  year  for  her  main^ 
tenance  i  a  very  fcanty  pittance  indeed,  to' 
make  the  appearance  of  a  gentlewoman.  They: 
will  further  pleafe  to  remember,  that  after 
the  reconciliationwhichlthen  brought  about, 
Mr,  Calcraft  got  his  brother-in-lav/  a  lucra- 
tive place  in  the  revenue,  and  likewife  at  his 
death,  left  great  part  of  his  eitate  to  his  filler 
and  her  heirs j  upon  condition,  as  I  am  in- 
formed, they  take  upon  them  the  refpedable 
name  oi  Calcraft. 

I  had  undoubtedly  every  claim  to  refpedl 
■from  the  Lucas  family,  as  I  was  more  than  a 
•fider   to   Mifs   Calcraft^,   as   well   as    to   the 
general.     The  latter,  indeed,  always  treated 
me  as  fuch.   But  where  good  .will  is  wanting, 
;liunaanity  deeps.     And  Mr,  Lucas  may,  as 
■well  as  others,   have  been  impreft  wiih  ideas 
to   my  difadvantage.      At  the   fame   time  1 
Jatter   myfelf,   when   he  is  acquainted  with 
the  real  fatfs,   he  will  be  led  to   -piff  rather 
than  blame  me.     And   in  qonfequcnce  be  in- 
,duced  to  expedite  the  payment  of  what  I  am 
a  claimant  for.     When  he  has  read  the  fore- 
going 
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going  letters,  I  flatter  myfelf  he  will  confider 
fhat  as  but  a  fmall  return,  for  my  not  only 
giving  up  a  much  more  valuable  confidera- 
tion,  but  for  my  being  alfo  made  miferable 
by  being  a  deceived  flave  for  years  to  one 
for  whom  notwithftanding  I  once  profefied 
an  efleem,  I  never  did  or  could  love. 

I  thought  myfelf  happy  in  the  profpefl  of 
the  befort:men(ioned  trilling  addition  to  a 
irnall  penfion  Mr,  Jenhnjon  had  granted  me, 
upon  mv  application,  in  confequence  of  the 
death  of  my  fon.  1  had  foon  after  a  remit- 
tance from  abroad,  which  enabled  me  to 
repay  the  greatcil  part  of  what  my  worthy 
prefcrver  had  aiTifted  me  v/ith.  1  his  i  was 
the  more  anxious  to  doj  for  many  reafons ; 
but  the  ftrono-.ft  v/as,  from  beine  informed 
that  lie  had  occafion  lor  the  money.  Being 
about  this  tinrie  likewife  prelTed  for  part  of  a 
debt  which  i  had  entered  into  an  enp:ae:emenc 
to  pay  upon  account  of  my  ever  rrgretted 
fon,  1  parted  with  every  guinea  1  was 
poiTeffed  of,  and  left  myfelf  once  more, 
peiinvlefs. 

As  i.  had  every  reafon  to  pique  myfelf  up- 
on the  partiality  \\^r  Grace  of  Bolton  had  for 
me;  and  relying  upon  that  goodriefs  and  hu- 
manity which  mark  all  her  actions,  I  to:)k 
the  liberty  to  acquaint  her  Grace  with  my 
diflrefs,  and  by  t  e  return  of  the  poft,  I  re- 
ceived a  letter  with  a  draft  inclofed  upon 
her  banker.  Though  my  indigence  was 
H  2  greater 
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greater  than  can  be  expreffcd,  yet  believe 
ime  when  1  affirm  that  I  vms  made  more  hap- 
py by  the  receipt  of  her  Grace'^  elegant  epif- 
tle,  than  Lwas  by  the  neceffary  gift  which  ac- 
companied  it. 

There  is  a  manner  in  conferring  an  obli-^ 
gation   (as  1  have  already  obfervtd)  v/hich  t 
doubly  inhances  the  value  of  it.     As  a  proof 
of  this,  1  fiial]   beg  leave  to   tranfcnbe  fori 
your  perufal  a   ktter  I  received   fometimei 
fince,  from  the  mofr  worthy  of  bentfa61:ors.  - 

''    MADAM, 

"  I  AM  much  concerned  to  hear  you  (lill  i 
''  labour  under  any  difficulties.  If  it  did  I 
"  not  found  cruel,  I  fhould  almofc  be  tempted  ! 
''  to  fay,  I  was  happy  in  the  opportunity  of  " 
*'  beingoffervice  to  you. 

*'  I  have  inclofed  a  draft  for  one  hundred 
"  pounds,  which  I  beg  your  acceptance  of; 
"  and  that  you  will  never  think  of  returning 
*'  the  fame.     I  hope  it  will  in  fome  meafure: 
''  relieve  your  mind,  which  will  more  than; 
"  repay  me:   If,  upon  any  future  occafion,' 
"  1  can  be  offervice,   I  beg  you  will   com- 
*'  mand  nie,  in  the  aflurance   that  I  cannot* 
*'  feel  a  greater  pleafure  than  in  giving  eafe  .  I 
*'  to  a  heart  like  ycur's.     A.nd  am,  with  the  , 
'^  greateft  edeem, 

''  Your  obedient  humble  fervant. 


Had 
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Had  a  youthful  beauty  received  fuch  a 
flattering  epiftie,  vanity  would,  rr.oft  proba- 
blv,  have  mifconftrued  it  into  a  billet-doux; 
but  few  fuch,  I  fear,  are  written  to  a  perfon 
of  a  certain  age.  Indeed,  I  fear,  there  are 
few  fuch  men.  And  for  the  honour  of  the 
age,  I  wiih  I  was  permitted  to  infert  the 
name;  but  I  am  commanded  and  muft  obey. 
How  exaftly  does  the  following*  paiiage,  in 
.which  Shakfpeare  has  fo  truly  defcribed  the 
pleafures  of  beneficence,  feem  to  correfpond 
with  the  fentiments  contained  in  the  forego- 
ing letter. 

''  Oh,  you  gods  (think  1)  what  need  we 
"  have  any  friends,  if  we  fhould  never  have 
"  need  of  them?  they  would  mod  refemble 
"  fweet  inftruments  hung  up  in  cafes,  that 
"  keep  their  founds  to  themfelves.  Why, 
"  I  have  often  wiflied  myfelf  poorer,  that  I 
"  might  come  nearer  to  you  :  we  were  born 
"  to  do  benefits.  And  what  better  or  pro- 
"  perer  can  we  call  our  own,  than  the  riches 
"  of  our  friends  ?  O,  what  a  precious  com- 
"  fore  'tis  to  have  fo  many,  like  brothers, 
"  commanding  one  another's  fortunes  ?" — 
Real  difintercited  friendlhip  is  the  rara  avis 
of  this  age ;  and  to  me,  the  writer  of  the 
foregoing  letter  appears  to  be  that  phoenix. 
There  may  be,  however,  1  make  no  doubt, 
many  of  the  fame  generous  difpofition  ;  but 
as  1  have  outlived  all  my  other  friends,  and 

*  Tirpon  of  Athens,  Aft  I.      Scene  V. 

I^  3  have 
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have  had  more  than  came  to  my  fnare,  or. 
thaii  i  merited,  I  ought  to  be  thankful  that  1 
retain  the  gcod  wifhes  o(  cne. 

Having  given  you  the  letter  of  a  fenfible- 
and  libtral  friend,  J  cannot  refill  the  temp- 
tation of  fencing  you,  by  way  of  contrail, ; 
the  beginning  of  one,  containing  a  decla- 
ration of  love,  which  I  received  from  a  noble- 
lord,  upon  my  return  from  Ireland  And  this 
I  fliall  do  verbatim^  to  add  to  the  fmgularity 
of  it. '        - 


y  dear  Angle, 


tt 


"  I  have  not  capcity  to  tell  you  ho  mouch 
I  low  you." 


This  Ihort  fpecimen,  I  think,  will  fuffice 
to  let  you  into  the  merits  of  the  elegant 
epiftle  it  is  taken  from  •,  the  whole  of  which, 
and  it  was  a  long  one,  was  written  in  the  fame 
learned  llile,  and  fpelt  agreeable  to  the  rules 
of  the  fame  kind  of  orthography.  As  I  cart 
fay  with  Millamont,  "  thac  an  illiterate  man 
"  is  my  averfion  j"  had  I  been  inclined  to 
gallantry,  his  lordihip's  curious  letter  would 
have  barred  his  fuccefs. 

How  comes  it  that  ignorance  is  more  con- 
fpicuous  in  a  man  than  in  a  woman  ?  As 
drinking  and  fwearing,  though  dreadful  vices 
in  themfclves,  appear  more  horrid  in  the 
latter  than  the  fprmer.     This  obfervation 

tempts 
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tempts  me  to  proceed  a  little  firther  on  the 
fame  topic.  When  once  a  woman  divefts 
herfclf  of  chat  delicacy  and  foftnefs  v.-hich  is 
one  of  the  moll  diflinguifhed  adornmcn's  of 
the  female  charadler,  fhe  dc-baf:'S  herfelf 
into  a  brute.  And  having  thus  loll  all  claim 
to  the  name  of  a  human  being,  fhe  is  looked 
upon  with  horror  and  contempr^  by  even  the 
mod  diffolute  vof  the  other  Ica, 

I  have  often  thought  that  the  legiOature 
ought  to  interfere  upon  this  occafion,  and 
enaA  fome  law  to  exclude  fuch  unhappy 
wretches  from  fociety.  For  as  precept  is 
lefs  powerful  than  example,  youth  and  ig- 
norance are  often  deluded  by  rhein  ;  as  m 
general  they  wiili  to  make  others  as  aban- 
doned as  themfelves.  Not  that  I  willi  my 
loved  countrywomen  to  be  tied  down  to  the 
fevere  rules  of  the  Lacedemonian  ladies.  I 
would  only  recommend  them  to  join  the 
fortitude,  patience,  and  courage  of  a  Roman 
matron,  to  the  beauty,  good  fenfe,  brilliancy 
of  wit,  and  delicacy  of  an  Engliflh  woman. 

Methinks  I  hear  you  here  exclaim,  "  You 
**  are  a  very  proper  perfon,  indeed,  to  fct  up 
*^  for  a  didatrefs  over  the  conduct  of  your 
*'  country  women.  You  w;,o  have  fo  erred 
*'  yourfelf!"  —  1  acknowledge  there  is  fome 
room  for  your  making  this  re. nark — appear- 
ances I  own  are  againft  me. —  But  when  it  is 
confidered  that  my  errors  have  proceeded  ra- 
ther from  imprudence  than  a  bad  difpofition  ; 

that 
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that  I  liave  ieverely  fuffered  for  them  ;  and 
that  1  enrercain  no  aliuming  ideas  of  my 
own  underllranding  ;  I  hope  my  having  in- 
termixed wich  my  ftory,  when  they  occurred, 
fuch  iCntiivients  as  feem  probable  to  prove 
beneficial  to  thofe  into  whole  hands  they 
mighc  fall,   will  not  be  objected  to. 

G.  A.  B.  "^^ 


^^aasaS^^ISXm 
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March  23d,  17— 

A  Little  after  Chriftmas,  as  a  gentlewo- 
man, with  whom  I  was  very  intimate, 
was  condoling  with  me  upon  the  many  un- 
toward events  of  my  life,  and  the  almolt 
incredible  difappointments  I  had  met  with  j 
my  m.aid  came  up,  ahnoft  breathlefs  with  joy, 
for  money  to  pay  for  a  letter,  which  the  poft- 
man  faid  came  from  India.  Concluding  ic 
was  from  my  for,  as  he  ufed  always  to  direcft^ 
for  me  by  the  namiC  of  fF(i/^j  and  not  having 
a  d&ubt  but  it  was  for^^^i  in  the  agitation  of 
fpirits  i  was  thrown  into  by  the  unexpecfled. 
occurrence,  I  tore  it  open,  where  it  was  al- 
ready almoft  open  at  the  back,  V\  hen,  in- 
ileaci  of  the  letter  I  was  in  hopes  of  receiving, , 
I  found  two  bills  of  fx  h3n,-e;  one  drawn 
upon  a  gentleman  in  Marlborough  Street,  for 
fifty  pounds,  winch  was  ihejecond  -,  and  the 
Other  upon  a  gentleman  in  Ireland  for  thirty,. 

with 
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with  a  letter  of  advice  written  to  himi  but 
no  other  le;ter. 

I  fent  immediately  to  enquire  if  any  other 
Mr4.  IVefi  lived  in  the  neighbourhood,  but 
could  not  learn  that  there  was.  I  then  re- 
collc^ed  that  Mrs.  Charles  Smith,  of  Wim- 
pole  Street,  had  called  at  my  lodgings  a  year 
and  a  half  before,  and  had  left  a  card.  "As 
I  had  not  the  honour  of  knowing  that  lady, 
I  judged  fhe  might  have  intended  the  vifit 
for  another  Mrs.  JVefi,  and  confequently 
might  be  able  to  give  me  fome  intelligence 
relative  to  the  affair.  I  accordingly  wrote  to 
inform  her  of  my  having  received  a  pacquct, 
but  as  it  contained  no  letter  by  which  it 
could  be  known  from  whom  it  came,  it 
might  be  intended  for  another.  To  this 
note  I  received  no  anfwer.  I  wrote  again  •» 
when  the  chairman  brought  a  verbal  meffage 
which  I  could  not  underlland.  It  was  either 
that  the  lady  was  abroad  or  in  the  country. 

Not  being  able  to  gain  any  intelligence; 
after  waiting  Ibme  time,  1  carried  the  bill  of 
fifty  pounds  for  acceptance,  it  being  at  thirty 
days  fight.  When  I  prcftnted  it,  the  gentle- 
man enquired  where  the  firft  bill  was.  To 
uhich  I  anfwered,  that  I  had  not  received  it. 
We  therefore  conje6tured  it  to  be  lofi..  At 
the  time  the  bill  became  due,  the  friend  with 
w  horn  1  had  left  it,  lent  me  word  that  there 
wss  another  claimant,  who  had  produced  the. 
third  bill  of  exchange,  and  proved  to  be  the 

hufband 
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hufband  of  the  Mrs.  Wejiy  ia  whofe  favour 
the  bills  were  drawn.     1  therefore  delivered 
him  the  other  bill  and  the  letter.     And  thus 
vanilhed  this  pleafingexpe^Station,  as  fo  many, 
others  had  done  before. 

About  this  time,  Mrs.  Douglas  came,  ar 
JJjefaid,  from  Scotland.  1  met  her  with  that: 
open  cordiality  which  1  hope  will  mark  every 
adtion  of  my  life  ;  and  ihared  with  pleafure 
my  little  with  her.  But  like  others,  v/hen' 
her  fituarion  altered,  Hie  wiflied  to  withdraw 
herfelf.  For  this  purpofe  Ihe  contrived  to 
excite  a  difagreemeni:  between  us.  ^She  com- 
menced her  rancour  by  loadino;  with  abufe 
one  of  the  firft  charuders  in  the  kingdom  ;. 
whom,  file  knew,  1  loved  when  a  child,  and 
admire  as  a  man. 

A  delicacy  with  regard  to  her  fituation  in- 
duced me  to  let  that  pafs  unnoticed.  When 
this  method  failed,  enraged  at  my  hinting; 
that  fhe  claimed  relationlhip  with  a  gentle- 
man, to  whom  ihe  had  no  nearer  affinity 
than  as  filler  to  one  of  Jdam's  fons,  her  rage 
grew  ungovernable.  She  fcolded  like  one 
of  thofe  good  women  that  take  their  feats  at 
Biilingfgace.  And  in  their  language,  be- 
ftowed  upon  me  every  epithet  that  rancour, 
malice,  abfurdity,  or  poor  weak  v/oman, 
could  invent.  1  his  had,  however,  no  other 
effedl,  than  making  me  fmile  j  which  in- 
creafed  her  rage  even  to  madnefs.  But  I 
Hill  made  no  return.  For  it  has  been  an  in- 
variable 
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■-variable  rule  with  me,  when  I  meec  with  in- 
gratitude, duplicity,  or  intentional  infult 
froi}i  a  ■perj'ov.  I  regard ^  to  fet  them  down  in 
the  Book  of  Memory,  as  departed  this  Hfe-i 
a  mode  which  prevents  thofe  acrimonious 
feelings  that  refult  from  too  much  fenfibi- 
lity.  I  confequencly  now  efteem  this  lady 
as  fafely  laid  in  the  ground,  and  buried  with 
her  fathers,  nor  any  longer  an  inhabitant  of 
the  terreftrial  world.  Forgive  an  impromptu 
upon  this  occafion — Avaunt,  Duplicity ^  de- 
tefted  child  of  arc,  begot  by  Deceit,  and  nur- 
tured by  Hypocrify  !  Dare  not  intrude  thy- 
felf  into  the  generous  bofom,  left  every  vice, 
thy  fure  attendants,  follow. — But  come,  oh 
come,  thou  faithful  inmate  of  my  brenft.  Since- 
rity, daughter  of  heaven!  And  with  thee  bring 
white-handed  Hope,  and  the  fweet  cherub. 
Peace.  'Pojfejsnie  aU\  till  the  cold  arms  of  death 
-•embrace  me,  and  this  vain  world  deludes  no 
;more. 

I  have  no\y,  madam,  gone  through  every 
incident  of  my  life.  A  life  that  has  been,  as 
■the  relation  of  them  muft  have  convinced  you, 
pt-rpetualiy  fubjedt  to  viciflitude,  difappoinc- 
ment,  trouble  and  anxiety.  And  I  think  I 
have  recolKcled  every  circumftance  that  will 
tend,  either  to  furnifh  you  and  the  public 
v/ith  amufementj  to  convey  fome  degree  of 
inftruftionj  or  to  promote  miy  principal  de- 
fign,  that  of  layingj  m  an  open  and  candid 
manner,  before  the  world,  the  whole  of  my 

con 
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condiKfi:.  "  Nothing  have  1  extenuated; 
"  nor  fet  down  ought  in  malice."  Wli^lft 
I  have  faithfully  recounted  my  errors,  I  have 
traced  them  to  the  fource  from  which  they 
originated  ;  and  this  I  truft  v/ill  procure  me 
fame  degree  of  exculpation.  Sincerity,  as  I 
have  of[€n  oblerved,  is  my  boaft.  Indeed  it 
is  fo  much  fo,  that  were  1  guilty  of  the  worft 
of  crimes  1  would  not  add  to  them  by  a  de-' 
nial. 

I  need  not,  I  think,  afiiire  you,  that  the 
■whole  of  the  foregoing  narrative  confifts  of 
real  fafts.  And  though  ibme  of  them  may 
appear  almoft  fabulous,  there  are  many  liv- 
ing witnefTes  to  the  truth  of  them.  Nor  are 
thofe  incidents,  which  do  not  immediately 
relate  to  my felf,  lefs  authentic.  They  either 
pafTed  under  my  own  obfervation,  or  are  re- 
cited from  undoubted  authority. 

I  flatter  myfelf  you  will  readily  perceive, 
from  the  circumftances  I  have  laid  before 
you,  and  from  the  general  tenor  of  my  con- 
dutly  that  my  misfortunes  have  rather  pro- 
ceeded from  a  train  of  untovv'jrd  events,  than 
from  any  other  caufe;  and  that  my  mifcondu^t 
has  beenm.ore  therefult  of  ihoughdelincfs  and 
imprudence,  than  of  a  depraved  dilpofuion. 
And  this  being  the  cafe,  1  doubt  not  but  my 
adions  will  be  viewed  by  the  v\/orld  in  a  lefs 
unfavourable  light  than  they  have  hitherto 
been. 

As  Shakefpearc  fays  in  the  motto  I  have 

pre- 
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prefixed  to  my  "  Apology,"  "  that  the  web  of 
*'  our  life  is  of  a  mingled  yarn,  good  and  ill 
**  together ;"  that  "  our  virtues  would  be 
*'  proud  if  our  faults  whipt  them  not ;  and 
**  our  crimes  would  delpair,  if  they  were 
**  not  cherifhed  by  our  virtues ;"  I  hope  this 
confideration  will  weigh  in  my  favour  witli 
the  liberal  and  unprejudiced.  And  though  I 
may  not  ftand  totally  acquitted  ;  though  my 
faults  may  overbalance  my  virtues;  I  truft 
it  will  foften  the  feverity  of  the  public  cen- 
fure,  and  reilore  me,  in  fome  meafure,  to 
their  good  opinion. 

Should  the  relation  of  my  errors  and  their 
confequences  prove  a  document  to  my  own 
fex ;  warn  them  to  fliun  the  paths  I  have  pur-, 
fued  ;  and  infpire  them  with  a  greater  degree 
of  prudence 'and  refled:ion  than  I  have  been 
poffeffed  of,  I  Ihall  have  employed  my  time 
to  fome  good  purpofe."-The  certain  effedfs 
of  an  inattention  to  a  prudential  fyftem,  are 
poverty,  diftrefs,  anxiety,  and  every  atten- 
dant evil ;  as  I  have  moil  feverely  expe- 
rienced. 

May  the  world  (particularly  my  readers) 
have  the  fame  indulgence  and  compafiion  for 
me,  which  I  have  unremittingly  Ihown  to 
others.  And  may  Sterne's  recording  Angel 
■drop  the  tear  of  pity  and  obliterate  my 
faults. 

G.  A.  B, 

YO  L,  v.  I 
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**  So  comes  the  ret-k'ning  when  the  banquet's  o'er, 
*•  The  dreadful  reck'ning,  and  men  fraile  no  more.'* 

Dry  PEN. 
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ADDRESS 

TO     THE 

PUBLIC. 

■■■wrmn^  I'llTffVi'fiiiiiii 

THE  following  letter  was  advertifed  for 
publication  in  the  month  of  Odtober 
1767  ;  but  Mr,  Calcraft  by  an  unwarrantable 
and  unmanly  exertion  of  power,  (as  related 
in  my  "Apology")  obliged  me  to  fupprefs 
it.  Upon  reading  it  over,  in  order  to  lay  it 
before  the  public,  I  find  that  the  refentmenC 
by  which  I  was  agitated,  at  the  time  I  wrote 
it,  made  me  exprefs  myfelf  in  terms  fuited 
to  the  injuries  I  had  recently  received,  and 
which,  to  an  unprejudiced  mind,  may  appear 
too  much  tind:ured  with  paffion.  This  would 
induce  me  to  let  it  lie  in  a  ftate  of  oblivion, 
as  it  has  done  for  many  years,  were  not  its 
publication  abfolutely  needful  to  elucidate 
the  foregoing  letters. 

Moft  of  the  fadts.  It  is  true,  have  been 
there  introduced,  as  they  could  not  have  been 
omitted  without  breaking  the  chain  of  the 
narrative ;  yet  as  they  are  given  in  the  fol- 
lowing pages  more  explicitly,  and  tend  par- 
ticularly to  an  inveftigation  of  the  ill  treat- 
ment I  received  from  Mr.  Calcraft,  the  prc- 
I  3  priety 
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prlety  of  annexing  the  Letter,  will,  I  flatter 
niyfelf,  be  apparent. 

To  many  it  may  feem  illiberal  to  let  it 
appear  after  his  death  ;  but  when  it  is  con- 
fidered  that  the  publication  is  fo  elTentially 
necelTary  for  the  vindication  of  my  own  con- 
duct, and  to  clear  me  of  many  cruel  afper- 
fions  which  have  been  propagated  to  my  dif- 
credit,  I  hope  it  will  not,  upon  due  reflec- 
tion, be  deemed  fo. 

In  the  ftate  it  was  intended  at  firft  to  be 
publiflied,  many  of  the  letters  I  had  received 
from  him,  were  interfperfed,  for  the  purpofe 
of  refrefhing  his  memory.  But  as  that  is  no 
longer  needful,  and  they  would  by  no  means 
prove  entertaining,  as  might  be  judged  from 
that  given  in  the  "  Apology,^'  I  have  expunged 
them.  I  have  alfo  greatly  curtailed  the 
Letter  itfelf,  leaving  out  the  mofl  excepti- 
onable parts.  And  as  a  poem,  which  was 
given  riie  upon  the  occafion,  has  fince  made 
its  appearance,  it  will  be  unneceflary  to  annex 
that. 

Irritated  by  repeated  injuries,  and  aftuated 
by  refentment,  at  the  time  I  wrote  them, 
the  following  flieets  were  originally  compofed 
with  an  imp'etuofity  that  might  render  them 
incorredt,  and  deficient  in  that  regularity 
which  might  be  necefTary  to  make  them  fit 
for  public  infpedion,  and  for  this,  I  trufl,  a 
proper  allowance  will  be  made ;  more  efpe- 
cially  as  1  am  not  a  profelletl  Wxiter.  Nor 
^  ^ ihall 
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fliall  any  thing  ever  tempt  me  to  take  up  my 
pen  again  upon  To  wretched  a  topic  as  myfelf. 
Perfeftly  at  peace  with  the  world,  and  every 
individual  in  it,  even  thofe  who  have  loaded  mc 
with  contumely  and  injuries,  I  can  repeat  the 
whole  of  the  divine  prayer,  without  any  hefi- 
tation  or  mental  refervation ;  and  wait  with 
patience  and  reiignation  the  inevitable  decrees 
of  Providence. 

Before  I  conclude  this  addrefs,  I  would 
lay  hold  of  the  opportunity  to  requeft  all  my 
benefadiors  to  receive  once  more  the  warmeil 
fenfations  of  o-ratitude  for  the  favours  con- 
ferred  upon  me.  I  would  likewife  beg  the 
community  to  which  I  belonged,  to  accept 
my  acknowledgements.  I  am  proud  to  boaft 
my  obligations  to  them ;  particularly  to 
Mefj'rs.  Colman,  Harris,  Garton,  Hull,  and 
Mattocks.  Nor  am  I  a  little  concerned  that 
I  am  prevented  by  the  late  death  of  the 
worthy  Mr.  Tounger  from  placing  his  naine 
in  the  number  of  thofe  who  affifted  to  fave 
me  from  diftrefs.  And  impreffed  with  thefe 
fentiments,  I  Ihall  ever  remain,  with  the 
higheft  refpedt. 

Their  ever  obliged. 

Humble  fervant, 

G.  A.  BELLAMY. 

P^ike-Ilrect,  Dec.  x,  1784. 


LETTER 

T  O 

JOHN     CALCRAFT,     Esci, 

FROM 

GEORGE    ANNE    BELLAMY. 


S  I  R, 


London,  Odober  i,  1767. 


IN  compliance  with  your  repeated  folicita- 
tions,  I  fit  down  to  write  to  you,  as  I  am 
indebted  to  you  for  fo  many  hundreds  of 
letters.  I  muft  premife  that  it  will  require 
your  utmoft  patience  to  read  fo  long  an 
anfwer  as  I  fhall  have  occafion  to  make  it ; 
but  as  I  flatter  myfelf  many  others  will  perufe 
it  befides  yourfelf,  I  fhall  prefume  to  inter- 
rupt your  parliamentary  fludies ;  and  intreat 
your  attention  ;  as  much  time  and  applica- 
tion will  be  needful  for  you  to  digeft  fo  long 
an  Epiftle. 

I  own,  I  do  not  think  that  a  fcries  of  fadts 
relative  to  fuch  infignificant  beings  as  you 
and  myfelf  can  furnifli  any  entertainment  to 
the  world;  yet  as  I  have  had  the  happinefs 
©f  being  from  my  youth  a  favoured  child  of 

the. 
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the  public,  I  fhall  beg  leave  to  requefl  that 
they  would  decide  between  us»   I  Ihould  llilB 
have  borne  my  injuries  in  iilence,  were  it  not 
that  whilil  you  were  perpetually  teizing  m^ ; 
with  letters,  containing  the  warmeft  profef->| 
fjons  of  unremitting  affedion,  you,  and  your 
female  therjites,  were  propagating  the  grofleft 
Tallhoods  againfl  me,  to  my  prejudice..    Buti 
Ihe  has. paid  the  debt  of  nature.    So  ends  nay 
enmity  and  her  ingratitude',  which,  as  I  havC'i 
been  informed,  was  fully  repaid  by  your's^ 
therefore  peace  be  to  her  manes. 

There  was  a  time,  when  lihould  have  ap-- 
'prehended  that  you  would  have  been  greatly^ 
mortified  at  a  public  ftatement  of  fuch  an  ac- 
count, and  I  fhould  have  been  afraid  of  pur-?; 
ting  you  to  the  bluih  by  it;  but  as  you  haveifi 
■convinced  the  world  by  your  recent  beha-- 
yiour,  that  you  are  above  all  mawvaife^  hontey 
and  have,  overleaped  the  bounds  of  modefly,. 
my  fears   are   all  fubfided,    and  "  I  will  a 
'^  round  unvarnilhed  tale  deliver."     If  I  ad- 
vance a  falfhood,  reproach  me  freely,  for  it». 
I  will  force  even  you  to  allow  that  I  flill  am 
jufl. 

I  am  forry  to  remind  you,  that  when  Lord'' 
George  Sutton  firft  introduced  you  to  me^ 
you  was  called  ho7ie^(l  Jack  Calcraftizn  epi- 
thet, in  my  mind,  infinitely  fuperior  to  Squire 
John  the  parliament  man.  But  as  yon^ 
always  had  a  great  deal  of^  the  amor  patriae  at  •. 
lieart^  you  may  perhaps  feel  yourfelf  more . 
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hjappy  in  your  prefent  exalted  lituation.  I 
'beg  your  pardon  for  making  ufe  of  thofe  two 
Latin  words,  I  forgot  you  did  not  underftand 
jthat  language,  though  like  Bonnifaccy  you 
may,  perhaps,  love  and  honour  the  found. 
jBut  not  to  puzzle  or  give  you  more  trouble 
than  is  abfolutely  neceffary,  I  will  inform 
ij^ou  that  I  mean  the  love  of  jour  country;  and 
a  more  worthy  or  learned  member  than  your- 
felf,  it  muft  be  allowed,  is  not  honoured 
Tvith  a  feat  in  St.  Stephens  chapel.  If  your 
modefty  prompts  you  to  difpute  this  affer- 
tion,  ever  willing  to  pleafe  you,  I  will  give 
up  the  point. 

But  to  return.— You  will  pleafe  likewife 
to  recolledt,  that  the  firft  vifit  you  paid  me 
after  the  unhappy  difpute  between  Methant 
and  myfelf,  I  candidly  told  you  my  fituation. 
At  the  fame  time,  I  added,  that  I  was  fo 
alarm.ed  at  his  paSonate  difpofition,  as  to  be 
determined  never  to  marry  him,  were  iie 
willing  to  carry  his  promife  into  execution, 
though  I  preferred  him  to  all  mankind.  Nor 
would  I  enter  into  any  other  connedtioa 
whatfoever.  Confiding  in  your  general  cha- 
ra;fler,  and  induced  by  your  profeffions  of 
friendlhip,  I  made  no  fcruplethus  to  inform 
you  of  the  fituation  of  my  heart.  For  at  that 
period  I  did  not  entertain  the  mofl  diftant 
idea  of  your  harbouring  a  thought  of  love. 
Indeed,  I  could  not  fuppofe  you  was  capable 
«©  t  fo  much  prefumption,  as  to  think  of  ri- 
valing 
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vallng  a  man,  in  every  Ihape,  fo  infinitely 

you^-  fuperior.  ^ 

I  then  likewife  informed  you,  that  I  had 

'  received    ten    bank    bills   of  one   hundred 

pounds  each,  in  a  blank  cover.     This  p-ift  I 

faid,    I  attributed   to    Lord  Downe,    whofd 

fnendlliip  for  Metham  prevented  him  front 

declanng    himfelf  my^  admirer.     Notwith- 

ftanding  the  dial  fpoke  not,  it  pointed.   And 

as  he  was  evidently  the  caufe  of  Metham'^ 

rudenefs  to  me,  it  was  more  than  probable, 

that  his  LordJJoip  thought  of  extricating  me 

by  It  from  any  little  difficulties  I  might  have 

been  embarralTed  in. 

Upon  m_y  placing  this  confidence  in  honefl 
Jack,  you  advifed  me  to  make  ufe  of  the 
money  ;  telling  me,  you  was  fure  that  the 
perfon,  whoever  it  was,  who  had  fhewn  him- 
felf fo  generous,  would  never  exped:  a  re- 
turn. You  then  regretted  that  it  was  riot  in 
your  power  to  have  been  equally  liberal. 
For  had  you  not  been  circumfcribed  by  for- 
tune, you  fhould  have  efteemed  yourfelf 
happy^  in  fo  favourable  an  opportunity  of 
Iho wing  yourfelf  my  diftnterefied  friend. 

I  was  the  more  inclined  to  believe  you 
fincere  in  this  declaration,  as  the  fentiments 
coincided  with  my  own.  For  I  can  with 
great  truth  affirm,  that  I  never  rendered  a 
service  with  a  view  of  receiving  a  return  ; 
always  confidering  the  perfon  who  had  the 
power  of  obliging,  overpaid  by  the  internal 

fatisfadiioii 
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fatisfadtion  which  moft  furely  refults  from  a 
liberal  deed. 

I  remind  you  of  this  converfation,  as  fome 
years  after  you  brought  me  in  debtor  for 
this  identical  thoufand  pounds.  Now  as  you 
have  in  innumerable  inftances  given  me  roomi 
to  queftion  your  veracity,  I  have  every 
reafon  to  believe  you  was  not  the  donor  of 
the  fum ;  but  took  advantage  of  Lord  Downe*s 
death,  and  the  confidence  I  had  repofed  in 
you,  to  make  claim  to  it.  For  though  I 
cannot  compliment  you  upon  your  erudition, 
your  grandmother  might  have  taught  you 
the  old  faw,  ^^  dead  men  tell  no  tales." 
His  Lordlhip  was  unfortunately  killed  before 
you  claimed  the  debt,  and  to  this  hour  I 
firmly  believe  it  was  to  him  not  you  that  I 
owed  this  mark  of  munificence. 

Indeed,  at  the  time  you  faid  I  was  indebt- 
ed to  you  for  it,  though  I  then  had  many 
reafons  to  defpife  your  meannefs,  I  did  not 
think  you  fo  totally  void  of  every  principle 
and  feeling,  as  to  be  guilty  of  fuch  an  impo- 
fition;  nor  was  it  ever  to  be  thought  that  a 
being,  who  by  artifice  had  fo  far  deceived 
mankind  as  to  procure  himfelf  the  epithet  of 
honeji,  fliould  facrifice  a  title  he  had  been  at 
fuch  pains  to  acquire,  for  nothing.  I  there- 
fore, as  I  could  not  contradidt  your  claim, 
allowed  it;  and  it  is  now  too  late  to  dif- 
pute  it. 

You  will  plcafe  to  recollect,  Sir,  that 
V  o  V,  V.  K  iipoa 
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upon  my  flying  to  Mr.  GanfeW  for  refuge 
from  tbe  violence  of  M^/Zw>^'s  temper,  yoi 
had  the  modefty  to  introduce  yourfelf  at 
Ponallan  Park,  by  a  fallacious  copy. of  a  cony 
traEl  of  marriage,  figned  hj jourfdf,  and  your 
attorne}^  This  you  gave  to  the  good  old 
gentleman  for  his  attorney  to  tranfcribe  upon 
a  ftamp ;  in  order  to  convince  him  of  the 
re^ltude  of  your  intentions^  Falfe  betrayer.'! 
bankrupt  in  honour  as  in  love'!  This  con- 
tradt  was  in  the  penalty  of  ffty  thoufani, 
pounds,  which  the  credulous  good  old  man, 
who  then  thought  you  merited  the  title  of 
honejl,  elleemed  fo  fure  a  pledge  of  your 
faith  that  he  ordered  his  attorney  to  change 
the  fum  to  thirty  thoufand;  alledging,  that 
was  a  fum  large  -enough  to  bind  even  a 
rogue. — But  thank  heaven  we  had  none  but 
ihofe  who  were  perfect  in  reBitude  itfelf  to 
deal  with. 

The  contrad  bond  which  Mr.  Ganfel*s  at- 
torney .drew  from  your  figned  copy,  i  after- 
wards delivered  up  to  your  attorney,  Mr. 
Stubbsoi  Parliament-llreet,  in  confideratioii 
of  a  fum  of  money  which  he  brought  me 
from  you,  together  .with  an  additional  an- 
nuity of  one  hundred  pounds  a  year,  in  truft, 
to  Nicholas  Linwoody  Efq.  Upon  the  reteipt 
of  this,  I  figned  a  general  re'leafe;  in  which 
was  included  the  money  remaining  upon  the 
diamonds  you  fo  bounteoufly  beflowed  upon 
yo^r  favourites. 
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As  I  prelume  your  prefent  fludies  occupy 
your  mind  too  much  to  attend  to  fuch  trivial 
matters ;  for,  like  Obadlah,  the  affairs  of 
the  ftate  hang  heavy  upon  your  neck  and 
fhoulders,  and  you  may  have  forgot  the 
purport  of  itjiwill  prefent  you  with  a  copy  of 
the  ever  memorable  contract ;  which  General 
Ganfel  fent  me  upon  the  death  of  his  father. 
1  will  give  it  you  verbatim..  But  fhould  any 
of  your  friends  (if  you  have  any)  be  defirous 
to  prove  the  authenticity  of  it,  they  fliall  be 
fatisfied,  as  your  hand  is  as  well  known  as 
your  face. 

Copy  of  the  ContraBj  brought  ready  figned  by 
Mr.  Cakraft, 

^^  KNOW  air  men'  by  thefe  prefents, 
"  that  I  John  Cakraft,  of  Brewer  -  ftreet, 
"  Golden-fquare,  in  the  county  of  Middle- 
*^  fex,  Efquire,  am  held  and  firmly  bound 
'f  unto  Georgiane  Bellamy,  of  Frith-flreet, 
'*  Soho,  Spinfler,  in  the  fum  of  fifty  thou- 
*^  fand  pounds,  of  lawful  money-of  Great 
''  Britain,  to  be  paid  to  the  faid  Georgiane 
"  Bellamy,  her  certain  attorney,  executor, 
**  adminiflrator,  or  afligns,  firmly  by  thefe 
*^  prefents,  fealed  with  my  feal,  dated  this 
"  2 2d  day  of  January,   1752. 

'*  The  condition  of  this  obligation  is"  fuch, 

^^*  that  whereas  the  above  bounden  John  CaL 

K  a  ^^  crafty 
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**  craft,  and  the  above-named  *  GeorgianeBel- 
"  lamj,  have  mutually  agreed  to  marry  with' 
"  each  other,  and  therefore  the  above  bound 
'*  John  Calcraft  ihall  and  do  marry  the  faid- 
**  Georgiane  Bellamy  according  to  the  rites 
**•  and  ceremonies  of  the  Church  *of  Eng- 
*'  land,  and  Ihall  not  intermarry  with  any 
"  other  perfon  whatfoever,  fave  the  faid 
**  Georgiane  Bellamy,  or  during  the  natural 
*^  life  of  the  faid  Georgiane  Bellamy,  thenthis 
*'  obligation  to  be  void,  or  elfe  remain  in 
^*  full  force/' 

Signed  John  Calcraft. 

Now,  my  worthy  Sir,  this  tranfadlion  will  I 
hope  convince  the  world,  though  it  may  not 
your  partial  felf,  that  from  the  moment  you 
ligned  this  contrad:,  being  at  the  fame  time 
married, '  and  therefore  unable  to  fulfil  it, 
vou  forfeited  all  title  to  the  fmalleft  degree  of 
honefly.  And  I  might  truly  pronounce  you 
to  be, 

*'  Daring  in  vice,  which  does  to  profit  tend, 
^*  Falfe  to  thy  God,  thy  miftrefs,  and  thy 
"  friend." 

You  will  further  pleafe  to  obferve,  that 
the  date  to  this  fallacious  contradl  was  ante- 

*  The  Writer  was  always  called  Georgiane,  till  of  hte  years,  when 
3t  being  necelTary  to  refer  to  the  regilkr,  it  was  foundto  be  written 
George  Anne. 

¥   ...^  ^  cedent 
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cedent  to  my  quarrel  with  Metham ;  that 
fatal  pafiion,  which  you  availed  yourfelf  of, 
not  happening  till  his  birth-day,  which  was 
the  thirtieth  of  January  ;  at  which  time  you 
was  honoured  with  being  his  humble  friend. 
And  even  at  this  time,  you  intended  to  plant 
a  dagger  in  his  heart;  as  you  was  well  con- 
vinced you  muil  do' by  fupplanting  him  in 
my  favour.  For  his  fondnefs  for  me,  was 
well  known  to  be  carried  to  every  excefs  of 
extravagance.  And  even  the  fault,  which, 
was  the  caufe  of  our  feparation,  evinced  hi^' 
madnefs  ;  as  no  man,  particularly  one  fo  re- 
markably well  bred,  could  have  made  ufe  of 
fuch  rude  expreffions,  before  a  fele<^  com- 
pany of  perfons  of  diftind:ion,  unlefs  he  had 
been  at  the  time  torn  on  the  rack  of  jcaloufy... 
But  why  do  I  talk  to  you  of  a  breach  o£ 
friendfnip,  who  efceem  the  word  as  merely, 
a  bugbear,  and  boldly  fet  that  as  well  as  every 
other  virtue  at  defiance  ! 

I  will  now,  If  you  pleafc,  take  a  retrofpedt 
of  the  innumerable  favours  you  have  graci- 
oufly  beftowed  upon  aie.  And  this  I  can 
the  more  eafily  do,  a,s'  they  are  engraven  on 
the  tablets  of  my  heart  ;  from  whence  they 
never  can  be  eradicated. 

After  the  mockery  atDonallan  Park  was 
over,  you  declined  my  worthy  friend's  foli- 
citations  to  fpend  a  few  days  with  him. 
Some  remains  of  compundlion  for  the  decep- 
tion you  had  juil  been"  guilty  of,  was  I 
K  3  believe 
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believe  to  this  hour,  partly  the  caufe  of  5'ourF 
declining  the  invitation.  You  alledged  that 
bufinefs  of  the  greatell  confequence  required 
your  being  in  town.  But  the  moment  Mrs.: 
Smith  and  myfelf  were  feated  in  the  chaife, 
you  rode  up  to  it,  in  feeming  tranfport,  and 
informed  me  that  my  mother  was  waiting  for 
us  at  Ingateftone» 

I  afterwards  learnt  that  your  impofitloii 
had  extended  to  her  alfo ;  and  that  you  had  ^ 
prevailed  upon  her  to  accompany  you  to  ■ 
that  place,  with  the  alTuranee  that  Mr*  Gan- 
fel  had  been  witnefs  to  our  being  united  for 
life.  Relying  upon  the  re<ftitude  of  this  de- 
ceived but  worthy  man,  fhe  did  not  enter- 
tain a  doubt  of  our  being  married.  The 
good  w^oman  confequently  made  ufe  of  all 
the  power  fhe  had  over  me  to  induce  me  to 
forget  Metham,  and  learn  the  road  to  tran- 
quility, which  I  had  fo  long  been  a  ftranger 
to. 

Nor  was  you  under  any  apprehenfions  of  a 
difcovery  taking  place  through  Mrs.  Smith. 
As  fhe  was  totally  in  the  dark  with  regard 
to  the  tranfadtion,  flie  could  only  acquaint 
my  mother  that  the  old  gentleman  feemed 
happy  at  my  being  eligibly  fettled  for  life. 
As  for  myfelf,  I  was  fo  perfedily  miferable, 
that  1  evaded  coming  to  an  explanation  ; 
efptcially  as  the  reproaches  bellowed  by  my 
mother  upon  Metham  cut  me  to  the  foul. 
The  two  old  ladies  were  as  gay  as  if  their 

years 
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years  had  been  renovated,  and  feemcd  as 
happy  as  if  Hymen  had  really  been  prefent 
in  his  faffron  robe,  and  with  his  lighted 
torch,  to  fandiify  my  wretchednefs.'"'  '"'^  J^*^*^!' 

Thouo-h  vou  are  in  general  reluftant  in 
doing  juitice,  yet  you  muft  allow  that  when 
the  unhappy  union  had  taken  place,  I  lliowed 
nothing  but  the  ftrongefl  marks  of  averfion 
towards  you.  And  had  I  not  been  partial  to 
another,  it  was  impoffible  for  a  girl  of  deli- 
cacy to  be  fenfible  of  any  degree  of  tendernefs 
for  a  being  like  yourfelf.  For  I  have  often 
been  ready  to  believe  the  Pythagorean  fyflem, 
and  fuppofe  you  polfeffed  more  of  the  brute 
than  of  a  rational  creature.  Two  fuch  oppo- 
iite  beings  furely  never  met.  To  be  happy, 
minds  fhould  be  congenial.  It  is  impoffible 
that  tranquility,  much  lefs  happinefs,  fhould 
exift  where  the  fentiments  difagree.  It  will  be 
in  vain  to  expeft  an  union  to  be  perfedt, 
unlefs  both  have  one  purfuit,  one  hope,  and 
one  defire. 

When  I  reproached  you  with  your  dupli- 
city, in  not  accepting  Mr.  Ganfel\  invita- 
tion ;  you  told  me  you  was  anxious  for  my 
mother  to  be  of  the  party ;  and  as  fhe  was 
not  acquainted  at  Donallan  Park,  had  you 
Haid  there,  you  could  not  have  been  com- 
pletely happy,  as  Ihe  would  not  then  have 
been  witnefs  to  your  unbounded  felicity. 
Fine  words  !  I  wonder  where  you  Jiole  them  ! 
The   apathy  which  had  taken  poffeffion  of 

my 
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my  mind,  and  which  bordered  upon  flupi- 
dity,  prevented  me  from  invertigating  your 
Behaviour  at  that  time.  And  as  I  really  be- 
lieved you  to  be  a  man'  of  integrity,  and"^ 
imagined  my  lot  caft  for  Hfe,  I  did  not  dare 
to  examine  the  fenfations  of  my  heart  upon- 
the  occafion. 

When  we  came  to  town  you  intreated  me 
not  to  receive  the  vifits  of  Lord  Robert  Sut- 
ton; as  it  was  from  the  confidence  he  placed' 
in  you,  by  making  you  the  furtherer  of  his 
afFed:ion,  and  from  poor  Afetham's  madnefs,. 
you  both  founded  your  hopes.  This  Noble- 
man was  your  intimate,  and  had  engaged 
you  to  plead  his  caufe.  But  the  man  who-' 
can  defcend  to  be  a  pander,  will  gladly  be-t"' 
tray,  as  you  did,  his  employer.  ^- 

During  my  abfence  from  town,  I  found - 
5^ou  had  been  very  lavifli,  in  bribing  thofe'^ 
about    me    to    depreciate     Metham,     who, ; 
whillt  he  was  villified,  was  happily  infen- 
iible.    Every  ray  of  reafon  had  deferted  him, 
and  he   was   in  fuch  a  ftate   of  diftrad:ion, 
that  he  would  have  put  an  end  to  his  exilV 
ence,  but  for  the  unremitting  care  and  ten* 
der  friendlhip  of  Major  Burton, 
1     The  morning  after  our  coming  to  town, 
you  called  upon  Adifs  St.Leger,  afterwards  the. 
Major's  lady,  to  anticipate  the  joyful  news 
of  your  being  the  happieft  of  men,  by  ha- 
ving fecured  me  for  life.     This  was  truly  a 
Machiavilian  ftep,  as  it  totally  prevented  her. 

from . 
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from  mentioning  her  lover's  friend,  whofe 
charadter  you  was,  at  the  very  time,  taking 
every  method  to  blacken.  In  the  fame  man- 
ner you  introduced  3^ourielf  to  Lady  Dozvageir 
Dillon  and  Lady  Tyrazvley,  though  you  had 
never  been  in  company  with  either  of  them, 
but  once,  at  my  houfe.  This  you  did,  be- 
caufe  you  were  well  affured,  two  ladies  of 
fuch  unfullied  virtue  would  not  have  conti- 
nued to  vifir,  had  they  not  fuppofed  me  to- 
be  really  married  ;  which  indeed  both  of  them 
imagined  to  be  the  cafe,  during  my  relidencs 
with  Metham. 

I  was  for  fome  time  after  we  came  toge- 
ther lulled  into  a  ftupid  languor,  by  the 
many  falfehoods  told  of  the  man  you  had  fo 
grofly  deceived  ;  and  fuppofing  my  (ituati- 
on  permanent,  I  endeavoured  to  make  ne- 
xreffity  a  virtue,  and  if  I  could  not  love  you> 
which  I  found  to  be  impoffible,  I  refolved 
to  atone  in  fome  degree  for  it,  by  the  mofb 
unremitting  attention  to  your  intereft.  .r 

In  confequence  of  this  refolution  I  intro-^ 
duced  you  to  General  Braddock  ;  well  affured 
that  his  partiality  to  me  would  foon  prevail 
upon  Lord  lyrawley  to  vifit  and  befriend  you*. 
The  refult  turned  out  to  my  wilh  ;  and  you 
was  foon  made  Agent  to  both.  But  I  fhall 
not  dwell  longer  upon  this  fubjed:,  as  I  mean, 
though  a  bad  arithmetician,  before  I  con- 
clude my  Letter,  to  ftate  a  fair  ac  count  of 
debtor  and  creditor  between  us.     And  that 

it 


toG  A       BETTER       T    O^ 

it  is  a  true  flatement,  many,  very  many  li- 
ving witnelTes  will  be  able  to  vouch. 

The  April,  following  you    earneflly  in- 
treated   me  to.  give  up  the  annuity  granted 
me  by  Metbanty: ^Hedging  that  it  was  highly 
improper  for  a  woman  who  in  appearance 
ivas,  and  would  foon  actually  he,  your  wife,. 
to  retain  any  fecurity,  or  receive  any  emolu-  ■ 
ment  from  another  man,.    I  felt  the  truth  i 
of  your  argument,  and  wrote  immediately-  ■ 
to  Mr.. Moore,  who  was  then  in  Ireland,  to^  i 
whom  I  intrufted  the  writings  ;  but  by  fome  ■ 
accident  or   other  they  were  hot  then  re- 
turned.. 

Upon  this  you- gave   me  afettlement  of" 
©ne  hundred,  and   tw.enty   pounds   a  year,, 
which  you  had  come  into  poffeffion  of  by  the- 
demife  of  your  grandmother,  who  was  really- 
2.  gentlewoman,  and  the  firft  in  your  noble?" 
family..    I  do  not  mean  by  this  obfervatiom 
feo  degrade  you  in  your  own  good  opinion  ;, 
for  you  cannot  be  lefFened  in  niine..    We  all' 
would    be   great,  beautiful,,  and   rich,  had^ 
we    the  power.     And   you   have  ambition? 
enough  to  wifli  that  the  noble  blood  of  the^ 
Howards  ran  through  your  veins.     But  was^ 
even  that  the  cafe,  it   would  only   be  the 
means  of  rendering  you  more  confpicuouHy 
contemptible.  For  it  is  only  goodnefs  in  the^ 
extreme,  joined  tofhining  talents,  and  te- 
Bacious  honour,  that  conftitutes  /r/?^.- nobi- 
jSity.,    Mr..Bo^mi\i  great  judgement  fays, 
"^'""'^  "  '■  "'^  Worth- 
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•*«  Worth   makes   the  man,  and  want  of  ic 

"  the  fellow.; 
•^'  And  all  bcfides,  is  leather  or  prunella." 

Your  great  qualifications  lead  another  way:* 
PafTion,  avarice,  and  luxury,  mark  you  lb 
Wrongly,  that  Comus's  court  feems  to  mc 
your  ultimatum ;  for  neither  religion,  friend,- 
^ip,  nor  any  focial  virtue,  deigns  to  inhabit 
your*  capacious  bofom. 

When  you  prefented  me  with  the  annuity, 
which  was  for  my  natural  life,  and  for  that 
-of  the  child  I  was  then  pregnant  with,  I 
neither  read.,  nor  ever  heard  read,  the  wri- 
tings, till  I  borrowed  money  upon  it  ;  and 
■then  I  found  that  you,  or  the  attorney,  had 
:rnade  the  penalty  three  thoufand  pounds  in^ 
{lead  of  tlArty  thoufand,  A  mean,  ufelefs 
■|5iece  of  chicanery,  but  correfponding  with 
•all  your  actions. 

Upon  my  removing  to  Brewer-flreet,  I 
undertook  to  be  your  houfekeeper  for  four 
hundred  guineas  a  year  ;  thinking  that  my 
falary  and  benefit  would  be  fully  fufficient 
to  fupport  us  till  your  bufinefs  fliould  in- 
•creafe.  At  the  end  of  three  years,  I  found 
myfelf  fo  greatly  involved,  that  1  was  obli- 
'ged  to  inform  you  of  my  having  contradied 
debts  to  a  large  amount.  When,  to  my 
very  ^reat  furpri-ze,  you  told  me  I  was  in- 
debted to  w^  for  the  thoufand  pounds  I  had 
l>een  fooiilh  enough  to  mention  to  you. 

I  fcorned 
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ITcofned  then  to  remind  you  that  my  in- 
come was  at  that  time  infinitely  greater  than 
yoor's,  and  that  I  fpent  it  in  your  houfe, 
with  the  greatefl  cheerfulnefs ;  not  doubting 
hnt  you  would  fulfil  your  liberal  profelBons, 
when  it  was  in  your  power.  But  to  my  coil, 
1  found  that  in  promifes  yoli  was  mighty, 
but  in  the  performance  of  thofe  promifes, 
nothing. 

When  you  grew  rich,  your  avarice  in^ 
creafed  in  proportion  with  your  arrogance ; 
and  notwithflanding  you  d^mtdi  yourfelf  no 
luxury,  you  not  only  refufed  to  pay  the 
debts  contradied  for  your  houfe,  but  what  I 
had  expended  for  your  brother  and  iifter, 
whom  at  that  time  l  confidered  as  my  own, 
I  do  not  mean  to  pique  myfelf  upon  oeco- 
liomy.  My  profeflion  took  up  too  much  of 
my  time  to  permit  me  to  mind  houfehold 
affairs.  And  from  the  conflant  company  we 
kept,  numbers  of  whom  were  perfonages  of 
the  higheft  Tank,  fomething  more  was  re- 
quired than  a  tolera'ble  income,  to  entertain 
them.  And  to  my  great  fatisfadtion  you 
have  been  obliged  to  own,  that  your  table 
was  more  elegantly  ferved,  during  the  time 
I  prefided  as  Governante,  than  when  you  al- 
lowed a  Maitre  d'Hotel  two  thoufand  five 
hundred  pounds  a  year,  merely  for  your 
table,  though  you  rented  an  additional  farm 
towards  fupplying  it. 

Refled  alfo  upon  the  expence  I  put  my- 
felf 
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ielf  to  in  furiTiihing  the  garden. at  Hollwbod, 
building  a  hot-houfe,  rucceflion-houfe,  ice- 
Iioufe,  together  with  the  expenditure  on  the 
Shrubbery  ;  and  all  this  from  the  fuggeftion 
that  you  had  fettled  the  place  upon  my 
daughter  and  myfeif,  .  Nor  was  I  informed 
that  this  was  not  your  intention,  till  our  fe- 
paration  had  taken  place;  when  you  dif- 
pofed  of  it,  pretending  that  you  could  no 
longer  refide  in  an  habitation  which  remind- 
ed you  every  moment  of  my  loved  idea. 
How  this  a:0ertion  correfponds  with  your 
behaviour  at  that  period,  and  ever  lince,  I 
leave  you  to  judge. 

If  you  will  not  do  me  the  juftice  to  own- 
that  I  was  indefatigable  in  promoting  your 
"intereft,  any  of  our  acquaintance  will  affirm 
for  me,  that  I  was.  It  is  a  well  known  fad:, 
that  at  the  riik  of  my  life,  I  once  got  out  of 
my  bed,  at  a  time  fom.e' promotions  were  to 
~be  made,  in  order  to  claim  the  promifes  of 
'two  officers,  who  v>?ere  to  have  regirxients 
the-  nejct  day.  In  the  account  of  debtor  and 
-creditor,  I  purpofe  to  prefent  you  with  at 
the  conclufion  of  this  Letter,  I  fnall  fet  down 
the  nam.es  of  thofe  gentlemen  to  whom  you 
are  indebted  for  their  agency  through  my 
intereft. 

As  to  the  great  expcnce  you  was  at,  it 
could  not  be  attributed  to  me.  For  if  ydu 
kept  an  expenfive  table,  it  was  your  intereil 
to  do  fo.     And  1  could  have  no  other  ad- 

voL.  v.  L  vantage 
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vantage  from  it,  than  not  ;being  reduced  to 
iit  alone  with  a  man,  who  was,  at  beft,  the 
object  of  my  difregard  .and  pity,  from  his 
ignorance  and  meannefs.  For  notwithfland- 
ing  you  value  yonrfelf  upon  the  manly  exer- 
cife  ;of  boxing.,  yet  when  you  went  to  Clief- 
den,  you  enquired  what  a  gladiator  was,  to 
the  furprize  of  the  company,  who  all  con- 
cluded that  you  muft  have  been  a-cquainted 
with  a  brother  combatant. 

I  am  unable  to  enumerate  the  injuries  you 
have  done  me.  I  was  a  flave  to  you  for  fix 
years.  Not  only  to  your  intereft  ;  but  thro^ 
the  obflinacy  of  your  ungrateful  difpolitioru 
What  pains  have  I  not  taken  to  prevent 
your  flying  in  the  face  of  one  of  the  warmeft 
of  patrons  and  the  bell  of  men,  if  he  be- 
ftowed  any  place  upon  his  own  relations  ; 
confcious  of  your  great  and  fuperior  merit  ! 

There  is  one  accomplifliment  which  I 
muft  readily  allow  you  ;  and  that  is  the 
great  art  of  deception.  By  this  you  blinded 
your  patron,  who  was  one  of  the  moft  faga'- 
cious  of  men,  and  likewife  a  noble  Mar- 
quis^ who  had  a  heart  too  open  to  believe 
that  deceit  could  be  hid  under  the  mafque 
of  fmcerity.  You  plied  that  nobleman 
with  your  ailes  de  perdri,  till  you  had  the 
prefumption  to  hope  you  w^ould  be  able  to 
accompliih  your  ambitious  views,  by  form- 
ing a  match  between  his  Lordfhip  and  your 
43.aughter.     A  niatch  unequal  in  every  Ihape, 

as 
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as  he  was  not  only  old  enough  to  be  her 
grandfather,  but  had  your  views  been  ac- 
complifhed,  he  muit,  upon  refledtion,  have 
been  unhappy,  from  the  idea  of  having 
polluted  his  blood  with  your's.  But  the 
girl  had  refolution  enough  to  refill  your 
compulfive  threats ;  and  I  doubt  not  will  be 
happier  with  a  mate  more  equal  to  her 
.birth. 

I  have  often  wondered  that  3'ou  and  your 
Friend  DoBor  Francis,  who  lays  claim  to  the 
merit  of  tranflating  Horace,  never  iludied 
together  the  Ode  which  begins  with  thefc? 
lines, 

"  The  man  that's  refolute  and  J  nil, 

*'  Firm  to  his  principles  and  truft,  &c.'* 

Had  you  done  fo,  you  both  would  have 
appeared  in  a  m.ore  eligible  light,  than  you 
now  fland  in.— But  to  proceed; 

When  Mr.  Davy  applied  to  you  for  the 
payment  of  the  annul  y  on  which  I  had  bor- 
rowed five  hundred  pounds,  without  confi- 
dering  my  condition,  you  came  abruptly  into 
my  room  to  inform  me  of  it.  Juflly  incenfed 
at  your  rudenefs  and  want  of  feeling,  (as  my 
fituation  ought  to  have  claimed  at  leaft  your 
attention,  for  I  know  you  to  be  incapable  of 
tendernefs)  I  delired  you  to  leave  the  room., 
and  pay  the  money. 

L  2  I,  at 
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I,  at  that  time,  became  acquainted  witli 
your  having  been  married  many  years  before 
i  had  the  misfortune  to  know  you.  The 
confequences  you  are  well  acquainted  with.. 
My  being  deprived  of  my  fenfes  prevented 
^me  from  making  known  my  injuries.  Had 
I  done  (o,  it  muil  have  endangered  your  life.. 
For  though  LordTyrazvlsy  might  not  have  been 
C^ixote  enough  to  enter  the  lifts  with  you 
upon  account  of  a  woman  who  had  forfeited 
all  claim  to  his  protection,  yet  the  deception 
you  had  been  guilty  of  in  making  his  Lord- 
fhip  believe  we  were  married,  would  mofl  in- 
difputably  have  excited  his  refentment  ;  as 
it  could  only  be  deemed  a  fubterfuge  to  an- 
fwer  your  interefted  purpofes. 

Beiides  this,  if  I  am  rightly  informed, 
you  would  have  roufed  the  refentment  of  a 
right  honourable  gentleman^  that  you  gained 
to  introduce  you  as  an  honourable  lover  to  the 
niece  of  one  of  the  firft  Ducheffes  in  the 
kingdom.  But  the  chaftifement  you  would 
have  received  for  that  would  only  have  been 
manual.  We  are  all  fenlible  you  have  not 
the  inclination  to  refent  fuch  treatment,  as- 
the  blows  given  r/ianfully  by  an  officer  you  had 
jullly  offended,  and  borne /)^//>«//>',  were  never 
noticed. 

Upon  this  occaiion,  you  adopted  by  intui- 
tion. Squire  Ralph's  maxim.  I  fay,  by  in- 
tuition, as  I  can  by  no  means  fupjtofe  you  ac- 
quainted with  a  book  wherein  all  fcience  and . 

learning 
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learning  is  contained.  You,  however,  abound 
with  zvorldly  zvifdom,  though  you  are  not 
learned  ;  and  think  with  Ralph,  that 

* 

*'  He  who  fights  and  runs  away, 

**■  May  live  to  fight  another  day. 

^'  But  he  that  is  in  battle  flain,  ■ 

"  Will  never  rife  to  fight  ao^ain." 

Cowr.rdice  is  the  concomitant  of  guilt.  In 
what  a  fupreme  degree  then  mull  vou  poilels 
it  !  The  iirft  principle  of  reditude  is  that 
noble  courage  which  undauntedly  meets  every 
diiiiculty,  and  looks  upon  life  as  nothing, 
when  compared  with  the  dread  of  prcferving 
it  with  diilionour.  You  fee  I  would  ftill  wifh 
to  inllrud:  you;  though  I  much  fear  all  this 
will  be  as  little  underftood  by  you  as  algebra  ; 
nothing  like  a  fentimcnt  of  any  kind  ever 
having  found  a  place  in  your  bofom,  which 
is  as  dark"  as  Erchns. 

You  now  find, that  with  your  great  achieve^ 
nients,  you  have  altered  a  difpofition  which, 
before  your  cruel"  treatment,  never  knew  the 
fun  to  go  down  upon  its  w^ath.  You  have 
prefumed  too  far  upon  mv  apathy.  But  the 
gentleil  tempers  when  roufed  by  repeated 
injuries,  are  not  fo  eafily  quieted  as  thofe  who 
are  inflamed  bv  every  gufc  of  paffion.  Before 
you  had  provoked  me,  you  ought  to  have  re- 
collected what  Lord  lyr-azvley  fo  often  warned 
you  of,  when  he  told  you  I  was  by  nature  a 
iamb^  but  being  roufed,  a  lionefs. 

L  3  I  will. 
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I  will,  however,  quiet  your  feeming  terror, 
by  affuring  you,  that  no  provocation  what- 
ever fhallj  at  any  time,  tempt  me  to  divulge 
the  confidence  placed  in  me,  whilfl  1  had  the 
inisforfune  to  be  in  your  family.  The  feal 
of  fccrccy  muft  never  be  broken.  No  ag- 
gravation can  plead  excufe  for  a  breach  of 
rruit  of  that  nature.  And  racks  fhould  nat 
compel  me  to  divulge  what  was  intruded  to 
ine  when  wc  were  upon  better  terms.  This 
fuperiority  of  mind  1  will  retain  above  you. 
And  1  will  force  tv^nyou  to  own,  with  fhame, 
that  I  ftill  amjuji.  When  you  lent  to  requeft 
my  filcncc  upon  this  head,  1  was  fo  much  in- 
cenfcd,  that  1  knew  not  how  to  account  for 
the  daring  fuppofition.  I  could  not  even 
think  fo  meanly  o( yeu,  as  to  fuppofe  yoii 
could  be  guilty  of  a  crime  fo  atrocious  and 
dangeio'js  to  fuciety  j  particularly  to  a  man 
who  had  raifed  you  from  nothing. 

As  you  may  fct  your  heart  at  reit  upon 
this  fubjecl,  the  fair  field  of  retaliation  may 
now  go  on  without  any  violent  agitations 
being  excited  in  your  minti  •,  as  injuring  a  ' 
woman,  with  the  law  on  your  fide y  is  a  trifle 
of  no  innportance.  You  may  think  it  fo. 
But  there  will  come  a  time  when  pungent 
remorfe,  the  fure  attendant  on  deception, 
will,  if  you  poflefs  the  ieaft  atom  i)i  redli- 
tude,  harrow  up  your  foul. 

There  are  but  two.periods  of  your  exigence  ^ 
in  which  I  would  wilh  to  behold  you.     The 

'      iirft 
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firft  is,  ai  thai  awful  moment.  The  fecond 
is,  before  that  dreaded  period  happens.  It 
is  at  the  time  you  quit  being  a  Yea  and  Nay 
man,  and  commence  orator.  Were  I  at  the 
farcheil  part  of  the  globe,  I  iTioiild  v;ifh  to 
mount  a  Pegafus,  to  be  prefent  on  the  mo- 
mentous occafion  ;  as  the  power  of  a  De- 
mojlhenesy  joined  to  the  fweetnefs  of  a  Plinyy 
mu[\.  forcibly  elucidate  the  laws,  and  prove 
you  the  Tully  of  the  age. 

You  fee  my  heart  is  ever  warm  in  your 
favour.  And  after  I  have  received  fuch  nu- 
merous unmerited  favours  from  you,  how  can 
it  be  otherwifc  j  for  Gratitude  is  my  fecond 
darling  virtue.  She  is  younger  fifter  to  Sin- 
cerity, with  whom  fhe  generally  keeps  com- 
pany, I  once  v/as  under  the  neceflity  of 
repeating  to  you  the  following  fentence  from 
Dry  den. 

*'  He  that  is  ungrateful   has  no  crime  but 
"  one." 

But  the  perfon  who  delights  in  fincerity 
cannot  harbour  that  heinous  vice.  She 
guards  the  heart  from  a  crimeof  fuch  a  black 
dye.  She  is  always  as  open  as  the  day,  un- 
fufpicious  as  the  lamb,  and  innocent  as  the 
dove.  She  is  fe^jure  in  her  own  coat  of 
mail ;  for  no  alTailant  can  pierce  her  celeftiai 
armour. 

1  told  you  I  wifhed  to  inllru6l  you.  If 
you  are  perverfc,  it  is  not  my  fault.     But 

your 
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your  good  fortune,  together  with  your  parlia- 
mentary ftudies,  fo  totally  poffefs  your  mind, 
that  I  imagine  my  intended  kind  docu- 
menrations  will  have  little  efFc<5t.  Ignorance 
iifeif  muft,  however,  allow,  that  my  intention 
is  good.  Always  pleafed  when  I  am  putting 
the  blind  in  the  v/ay,  I  have  intruded  upon 
your  patience,  in  order  to  point  out  to  you 
tht  right  road.  Though  you  have  hicherto 
been  bewildered,  repentance  never  comes 
too  late.  1  fhall  therefore  end  my  digrefTion 
with  two  lines  fpoken  by  Alinda  to  the  cap- 
tain of  the  Banditti,  in  the  '^Pilgrim." 

"  Go,  go,  fay  thy  prayers ; 

"  For  thou  haft  as  many  fins  as  hairs." 

The  verfe,  though  unequal,  is  adequate 
to  your  fcientific  knowledge^  who  v.'ould 
prefer  the  bellman's  yearly  produdlion  to  the 
fvveet  numbers  of  Pt'/f. 

As  my  illnefs  was  long  and  painful,  I  have 
taken  the  liberty  to  introduce  thefe  fenti- 
ments,  in  ordt-r  to  fill  up  a  chafm.  You 
complain  of  the  enormous  expence  my  in- 
difpofition  coih  you  \  and  fee  down  nine  hun- 
dred pounds  for  phyficians  fees.  As  1  told 
you  in  a  former  inilance;  I  have  reafon  to 
doubt  your  veracity.  If  that  was  the  cafe, 
how  came  Mr.  Adair  to  be  fo  poorly  grati- 
fied? Do5ior  Lucas  J  who  reflored  me,  had 
nothing  but  an  enfign's  commiffion  for  his 
ion,     And  Dotior  Furdi  to  whofe  care  I  was 

cono 
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configned  at  Briflol,  only  received  fuch  a 
trifle  as  was  too  contemptible  to  offer  a  gen- 
tleman of  his  known  abilities,  after  the  great 
attention  he  had  pa;d  me. 

You  will  plcafe  at  the  fame  time  to  recol- 
lect, that  your  deception  was  the  caufe  of 
my  illnefs.  It  was  not  to  be  fuppofcd,  a 
young  woman,  accuitomed  to  adulation, 
could  be  informed  that  all  her  hopes  were 
Malted  by  having  gone  through  fix  years  of 
fervitude,  (for  i  can  call  it  by  no  other  name) 
with  a  man  flie  could  nciihcr  love,  eftcem, 
or  regard  (for  fire  and  water  are  notfo  oppo- 
fite)  with  any  tolerable  degree  of  pajence. 
Degraded  in  my  own  mind  in  the  fuppoficion 
of  a  permanent  connt  dlion  with  you,  what 
muft  I  not  feel  at  being  made  a  to  ,1  to  the 
art  of  the  meaneft  wretch  of  the  creation! 
All  I  had  left  to  divert  my  mind  on  this  oc- 
cafion  was  to  be  profufej  ar  once  to  indulge 
my  own  feelings  for  the  poor,  who  were  at 
that  feafon  in  extreme  want,  and  to  mortify 
you,  who,  though  you  fc<rmed  to  wifii  to  gra- 
tify me,  yet  filently  repined  at  what  you  af- 
terwards called  my  unwarrantable  extrava- 
gance. 

But  this  you  would  not  have  confented  to,, 
had  you  not  had  a  grand  point  in  view,  that 
of  bringing  me  back  to  your  detefted  habi- 
tation ;  and  to  efi'eft  this,  after  you  had  found 
your  repeated  promifes  to  Mrs.  Sparks  inef- 
fedual,  and  that  I  llcdfaftly  refufed  to  hear- 

frona 
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from  you,  or  of  you,  you  then  waited  upoa 
Lady  T'yrawley,  and  once  more  irnpofed  lipoa 
Ber,  by  pleading  the  violence  of  your  paffiom. 
You  at  the  fame  time  bound  yourfelf  to  hei? 
ladyfliip  by  th«  moft  folemn  oaths,  that: 
would  rhe  but  prevail  upon  me  to  return  to 
Parliament  Street,  you  would  not  only  pay 
my  debts,  but  fign  a  carte  blanche  to  fubmit 
to^any  terms  1  Ihould  require.  Her  Lady- 
fliip and  Mrs.  Sparks^  are  living  witnefles  of 
your  repeated  perjuries. 

Tired  out  with  folicitations,  which  I  fhould 
iiill  have  refiftedj  had  not  the  friend  of  my 
youth,  and  the  d.redor,  at  this  time,  of  afl 
my  adions,  advifed  the  indifcreet  flep,  arlaft 
I  yielded.  Indeed  his  honed  htart  could 
not  fufpcd,  that,  after  havinginjur^d  me  in 
the  tendereft  point,  you  would  add  to  the 
crime  by  forfeiting  the  oaths  you  had  mads 
to  fulfil  your  promifcs.  It  is  true  that  you 
kept  one  of  them,  that  of  not  fteing  me 
alone  J  but  this  you  did,  left  my  reproaches' 
fliould  confound  you. 

At  length,  after  binding  yourfelf  every  year 
for  four  years,  you  had  honefty  enough  to  in- 
form me,  that  you  would  not  comply  witb. 
my  expefbations;  This,  was  the- only  aflion 
of  your  life,  whichJ  can  -erm  a  favour;  for 
my  hatred  and  contempt  were  fo  great,  that' 
you  and  your  houfe  were  my  dereftation. 
So  extreme  was  it,  that  i  languifhed  more- 
for  the  hour,  of  feparation, .  than  ever  fond> 
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lover  did  for  receiving  his  bride's  hand  at 
the  altar. 

Now,  Sir,  your  lafl  tranfaftion  crowned 
every  one  of  the  foregoing.  As  I  defpifed 
you  too  much  to  have  any  altercation  with 
you,  particularly  upon  pecuniary  nnatters, 
I  afKed  you  to  lend  me  two  thoufand  pounds 
to  redeem  my  jewels,  which  were  at  that 
time  depoficcd  wiih  Mr.  Bibby,  pawnbroker 
in  Stanhope  Street,  Clare  Market.  Upoa 
your  granting  my  requeft,  I  delivered  the 
duplicates  to  your  clerk,  Mr.WilliSy  to  get 
them  out.  And  as  you  refufed  to  pay  the 
intereft,  I  gave  him  a  draft  upon  my  mother 
for  the  fum  it  cam^  to,  payable  in  fix 
months-,  which  Mr.Bibhy,  not  knowing  my 
fituation  at  the  time,  and  fuppofing  I  fhould 
ftill  remain  in  Parliament  Street,  accepted. 

Mrs.  Walhr^  I  find,  had  informed  you 
of  my  fixed  deterrainatic-.n  to  leave  you,  fome 
days  before;  though  you  atFcded  to  be  fur- 
prized  when  the  chaife  came  to  the  door. 
And  when  I  went  to  Dublin,  Colonel  Sandfordj 
your  confiiicnt,  acquainted  me  that  you, 
likewife,  afFedtd  to  be  jealous  of  a  being, 
who,  you  was  well  allured,  was  only  the 
pleader  of  another's  caufe.  The  abfurdity 
of  this  luppolition  needs  no  comment.  You 
know  my  difpofition  welL  You  know  thatl 
am  every  thing  in  extremes,  and  defpife  me- 
diocrity j  particularly  had  I  been  in  love  j 
which  would  have  prevented  my  leaving  my 
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admired  Screphpn.      But  you   make  me  a 
.princefs  Huncamunca,  who  fays, 

''''  I  have  a  heart  that's  large  enough  for  two ; 
"  I've  marrjed  him,  arid  now  I'll  marry  you." 

But  you  could  not  have  any  poffible  fight 
to  cenfure  my  conduft,  had  h  been  fo;  as  the 
terms  we  were  upon  made  me  miftrefs  of  my 
-own  afLions.  1  he  falfity,  however,  of  your 
•wicked  affertions  was  fully  evinced  by  my 
going  to  Ireland  •,  for  had  I  liftened  either  to 
the  noble  Earl,  or  his  Mercury,  I  fhould,  un- 
doubtedly, have  remained  in  England  j  as  his 
lordihip's  known  generofuy  would  have  ena- 
bled me  to  pay  my  debts,  (though  moftly 
'Contracted  for  you)  and  to  have  lived  fplen^ 
didly. 

'You  were  no  flranger,  T  am  fure,  to  the 
truth  of  this ;  for  your  intimate  Mr.  ikf— 
of  the  war-office,  was  well  acquainted  with 
it  ;  as  he  came  to  Brifto!,  on  purpofe  to  fo- 
licit  the  intereft  of  the  noble  Earl,  who  was 
then  minifler  of  ftate.  My  feelings  prevented 
me  fiom  falling  into  that  conneclion.  And 
with  'a  noblencfs  of  ipirit,  which  does  his 
lordfliip  infinite  honour,  inftead  of  being 
^oftendcd  at  my  rejeflion  of  h's  fuit,  he  begged 
■to be  peimJtttd  to  conrinue  my  friend,  though 
I  would  not  receive  him  as  a  lovtr.  Kad.I 
been  inclined  to  lifren  to  his  lordfliio,  his' 
being  married   was  an   infuperable  bar.     T 
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fiiould  not  have  taken  the  liberty  to  mention 
this  tranfadlion,  had  I  not  had  his  lordfhip's 
leave,  in  order  to  exonerate  me  from  the 
many  falfe  imputations  you  have  thrown 
upon  me,  and  which  he  himfelf  has  heard 
repeated  at  Arthur's. 

But  to  return  to  my  jewels. — You  will 
pleale  to  recollect,  that  when  I  delivered  you 
the  duplicates,  I  gave  you  at  the  fame  time 
receipts  figncd  by  Malfoneuf,  Deardy  and 
Lazarus,  for  fix  thouland  three  hundred 
pounds  i  and  requefted  you  to  keep  them 
till  two  great  marriages,  which  were  then  in 
agitation,  iliould  take  place;  as  the  cap- 
wifidmill,  and  one  ot"  the  necklaces,  together 
with  my  beft  ear-rings, were  of  exquifite  work- 
manfliip.  I  am  obliged  to  be  thus  minute, 
as  I  am  fenfible  your  memory  often  fails  you  ; 
efpecially  where  the  circumftance  is  neither 
lucrative  nor  agreeable.  How  well  you  kepc 
this  laft  promile,  I  Ihall  take  the  liberty  to 
remind  you. 

When  you  prevailed  upon  Lord  Tyrawley 
to  come  down  to  Briftol,  to  ufe  his  interelt 
with  me  to  return  to  Parliament  Street,  you 
artfully  informed  him  of  the  contradlj  and 
had  the  effrontery  to  fay  you  were  ready  to 
execute  it.  But  in  order  to  prevent  our 
coming  to  an  explanation,  like  a  true  difci- 
ple  of  Machiavel,  you  prevailed  upon 
General  Homywood  to  accompany  his  lord- 
ihip.     You  very  well  knew  my  fentiments, 

VOL.  V.  M  and 
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and  were  affured,  that  had  you  pofTefled  the 
power  ofcompleating  your  engagement,  my 
averfion  was  too  firmly  rooted  to  confcnr.  I 
iliould  have  reje6led  your  hand  with  ft orn. 
The  profefTions  you  made  me,  every, poft, 
•were  defpiled  ;  and  your  affe6ting  to  feel  for 
my  lofs,  was  contemptiblej  even  to  laughter. 

The  numerous  flories  propagated  to  my 
difadvantage,  I  could  not  hear  till  my  re- 
turn from  Ireland.  And  then  I  only  heard 
part;  but  a  few  days  fmce,  I  received  full 
information  of  the  whole;  which  forces  me 
to  call  you  a  dark  ajfajfin,  .Upon  my  arrival 
at  Chefter,  my  maid  brought  me  a  curious 
letter;  wherein,  amidft  naufeous  profeffions 
of  unalterable  affedion,  you  mentioned, 
that  you  had  fent  me  the  deed  of  annuity  for 
one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  which  you 
faid  it  was  right  that  I  fhould  have ;  not  that 
you  meant  it  for  my  provifion.  What  a 
poor  flimfy  artifice,  which  an  infant  could 
eafily  difcover  ;  as  there  was  wrote  upon  the 
back  of  it,  in  large  letters,  "  Counterpart  of 

*'  the  deed   of  annuity  affigned  to 

•'  Morris^  in  truft  for  Mr.  Davy^"  I  am 
not  furprized  at  your  perfifting  in  duplicity. 
The  wonder  would  be,  that  all  your  thoughts 
and  actions  were  not  ftrongly  marked  with  it. 

Upon  my  arrival  in  Ireland,  1  received  a 
letter  from  Alderman  Cracroft^  wherein  he 
mentioned  that  application  had  been  again 
made  to  you  for  payment  of  the  annuity;  and 

that 
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that  on  your  peremptory  refufal,    which  you  ' 
had  given,  alledging  thac  it  was  only  meant 
f6r  my  fupporc,  and  not  to  be  difpofed  oh  ■ 
they  would  come  upon  me  for  payment,  if  I 
did  not  return  the  inclofed  power  figned,  to 
enable  them  to  fue   for    it.     1   accordingly 
fignei  and  returned  the  writing.     And  their 
arrefting  you  for  it  was  owing  to  your  own 
infolenc'e,-   It  was   occafioned  by   your  un- 
gentleman-like  behaviour  to  Mr.  ConJiahU. 
A  perfon,  who  though  not  quite  fo  rich  as 
yourfelf  in  money,   was   infinitely  richer  in - 
integrity^  propriety  of  demeanour,  and  cha- 
rafter. 

Why,  ai  this  time,  did  you  not  reproach 
me  with  being  the  caufe  of  that  infult,  as  you 
afterwards  termed  it  ?  For  ftill  you  peftered 
me  with  letters  J  but  neither  of  them  con- 
tained  one  word  of  this  mighty  event;  whicli 
you  ought  to  have  expe<^led  long  before,  as 
it  was  threatened.  Nor  was  there  a  (ingle 
word  about  the  jewels.  But  as  1  would  not 
write  to  you  upon  any  account,  1  left  that 
affiir  to  the  alderman  to  refrefli  your  memo- 
ry. When,  to  my  infinite  furprize,  lie  in- 
formed me,  in  his  next  letter,  that  you  had 
delivered  them  to  Jefferies  in  the  Strand,  who 
had  knocked  them  to  pieces,  and  fold  then-i 
for  eleven  hundred  poundsj  though  Mj^c- 
neufy  in  his  receipt,  had  agreed  to  take  them 
back,  allowing  ten  per  cent,  for  the  time  I 
ufed  them.  As  moft  of  the  capital  articles 
M  2  were 
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were  fet  by  him,  it  would  certainly  have 
been  not  only  more  eligible,  but  raorthonejiy 
to  have  nnade  application  to  him,  on  the  dif- 
pofal  of  them,  or  to  any  other  jeweller,  in 
preference  to  a  fword-cutler. 

Indeed,  I  believe  you  was  fo  afhamed  of 
this  tranfa6tion,  that  you  ceafed  perfecuting 
me  any  more  rill  after  my  return  to  England. 
1  v;ill  do  you  thejuftice  to  believe,  that  you 
would  not  have  renewed  your  folicitations 
theny  but  from  the  knowledge  you  had 
gained  of  a  political  party  frequenting  my 
houfe.  And  though  the  noble  earl  was  no 
longer  miniller,  yet  you  hoped  to  make  mc 
once  more  the  ladder  to  your  ambition. 
Bat  when  you  found  all  your  endeavours 
fruitlefs,  you  moft  v/ickedly  podbned  the 
mind  of  my  nrft  proteftrefs,  by  making  her 
believe  it  was  her  hufband  that  enabled  me 
to  live  as  I  did.  By  thus  clouding  your 
calumny,   vv'ith  affuring  her  ladylliip  that  it 

was  the  Earl  of  H who  befriended  me, 

you  planted  a  dagger  in  my  heart;  which  I 
v/as  not  made  fcnfible  of  till  very  lately. 

I'he  bafenefs  of  this  tranfadion  was 
cruelty  in  the  extreme;  as  you  well  knew  it 

was  another  Earl  of  H that  vifited  me, 

and  had  alio  been  well  informed,  that  his 
vifits  v^^ere  not  of  a  nature  to  give  umbrage 
to  any"  perfon,  there  being  many  others  of 
the  fame  party.  But  what  added  to  the  ini- 
quity was,  your  innuendo  of  my  not  only 

havin-^ 
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having  an  affair  of  gallantry  with  a  married 
man,  but  with  the  hufband  of  the  very  lady 
who  had  proteded  me  from  my  earlieft  in- 
fancy. 

And  even  at  this  time,  you  were  well  con- 
vinced, that  I  was  difpofed  of  to  another. 
Ihe  idea  of  injuring  the  peace  of  mind  of 
any  perfon,  is  what  my  nature  fliudders  at'j 
particularly  of  one  who  had  honoured  me 
with  the  ftri<51:eft  intimacy.  Indeed,  I  have 
always  efteemed  the  crime  of  adultery  equal 
to  that  of  murder  j  as  I  know  not  any  difler- 
encc  between  being  robbed  of  life,  or  the 
affeflions  of  the  obje6l  which  endears  ic. 
Thefe  are  notions  which  you  have  convinced 
tiie  world  by  your  late  connexion,  that  you 
have  no  idea  of. 

I  muft  beg  leave,  though  out  of  form,  to 
re(5lify  a  miftake,  under  which  I  am  informed 
you  labour,  about  the  vifit  I  paid  you  and 
your  inamorata,  at  a  certain  houfe  near 
Ijeicefter  Fields.  I  beg  leave  to  affure  ycu, 
that  I  lliould  never  have  felt  the  lead  fenfation 
of  jealoufy,  had  you  chofen  to  give  any  lady 
the  preference  to  me,  even  when  we  were 
upon  the  befb  terms.  And  this  you  muft  be 
fatisfied  of,  if  you  will  be  at  the  trouble  to  in- 
velligate  my  behaviour  during  the  wretched 
years  i  thought  myfelf  your  partner. 

But  your  apprehenfions  did  not  proceed 

from  that  humane  motive.     Ic  was  the  fear 

of  my  making  your  amour  public;  which 

M  3  muft 
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muft  have  been  produftive  of  the  moft  ferl* 
ous  confcquences  both  to  your  perfon  and 
pocket.  My  intimate's,  ingratitude  was  what 
I  wiihed  to  be  convinced  of;  but  for  that, 
you  might  have  taken  up  your  refidence  to- 
gether for  life ;  and  1  fhould  have  faid  with 
Sir  Novelty,  "  a  good  riddance,  flab  my 
*'  vitals  1" 

But  to  return  once  more  to  the  jewels. — 
Upon  my  going, foon  after  my  arrival  in  Eng- 
land, to  a  party  at  Lady  St.  Leger's^  1  was 
not  a  little  furprized  at  feeing  my  bracelets, 
-which  were  very  remarkable,  upon  a  lady's 
;arms.  Nor  was  I  lefs  fo,  at  being  informed, 
that  you  had  infifled  upon  her  accepting  them 
for  the  civility  (he  had  fliewn  your  daughter. 
For  this  I  was  infinitely  obliged,  as  your 
reigning  favourite  was  ^  bad  example  for  a. 
young  mind  to  have  in  view.  Lady  Harring~ 
icn^  at  tjie  fanf>e  time,  told  me,  that  you  had 
prefented  your  J)d  'Toboja,  vath  my  beft  ear- 
rings, and  feveral  other  jewels,  which  for- 
merly belonged  to. me. 

I  was  no  longer  at  a  lofs  liow  to  account 
for  their  only  amounting  to  the  eleven  hun- 
dred pounds  you  faid  they  were  fold  for. 
Bur,  indeed,  you  always  was  generous,  when 
you  could  be  io,  at  the  expence  of  others. 
For  example;  1  will  juft  refrefh  your  me- 
mory with  the  recolie6lion  of  twelve  pints 
of  Tokay  which  Mr.  Fox  made  me  a  prefent 
of.     When  I  lequefted  a  pint  for  a  lady  wh« 

was 
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was  a  particular  favourite  of  mine,  and  whom 
you  profelTed  much  to  admire,  it  was  witli. 
the  greateil  difficulty  one  pint  was  ob- 
tained i  as  you  alledged  that  you  had  given 
fix  to  a  favourite  of  your  own,  four  to  a  per- 
fon  you  had  expectancies  from,  and  kept  the 
two  remaining  for  yourfelf. 

Poor  wretched  being  !  who  know  not  that 
fupreme  pleafure  of  dividing  with  others, 
what  providence  has  bleft  you  with.  Indeed, 
upon  a  retrofpeft  of  the  partialicy  you  have 
been  favoured  with  by  fortune,  I  could  al- 
moft  adopt  the  Pagan  fyilem,  and  fuppofe 
the  blind  lady  prefided  at  your  birth,  and 
ftamped  you  another  Midas.  To  carry  on 
the  allegory,  I  fhould  farther  fuppofe  that 
you  will  tremble  at  paffing  the  Styx  with  Old 
Charon,  and  grudge  even  the  penny.  And 
how  will  you  be  terrified  at  approaching  the 
three  ftern  judges!  But  I  will  not  frighten 
you  before  your  time.  With  a  conftitution 
impaired  by  the  mofl  extravagant  indul- 
gence, and  inheriting  a  painful  malady,  it 
cannot  be  long  ere  you  appear  before  the 
moft  aweful  of  all  tribunals.  But  as  we  are 
forbidden  to  give  judgement,  I  fliall  only 
fay,  "  The  Lord  have  mercy  upon  you." 

When  I  informed  Alderman  Cracroft  of 
your  generous  donations  of  my  property, 
which  you  could  not  pofTibly  have  any  claim 
to,  but  for  the  two  thoufand  pounds  lent  me 
upon  them  -,  as  you  never  gave  any  part  of 

it. 
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it,  except  ninety  pounds  for  the  7iew Jetting  a 
/pig ;  he  complimented  you  with  a  bit  of 
parchment.  This  he  did  in  order  to  prevent 
any  future  odium  falling  on  you,  by  giving 
you  an  opportunity  of  producing  a  clear  ac- 
count in  a  court  of  jufrice. 

Now  came  a  number  of  letters  from  you, 
which  were  unanfwered.  Whether  our  meet- 
ing in  Derby  Court,  on  a  Sunday  in  January, 
v/as  premeditated  or  accidental,  I  know  nor. 
Ibelieve  the  firfb;  and  that  not  out  of  regard 
to  me,  but,  as  1  have  before  mentioned,  in 
order  to  be  introduced,  through  my  means^ 

to  Lord  H .      But  had  1  again  been  a 

dupe  to  your  arts,  my  power  here  could  not 
have  availed,  as  I  never  was  but  once  of  the 
parry.  Indeed,  the  vifitors  only  paid  me 
Ihort  Howd'yes  before  they  met.  And  1  can 
with  truth  affirmx,  I  never  was  of  the  company 
but  that  once  J  as  I  declined  having  any 
knowledge  of  their  politics,,  or  holding  any 
converfacion  with  perfons  in  that  line. 

Your  affrdled  agonies  upon  this  rencoun- 
ter were  truly  ridiculous.  You  then  went 
to  a  coffee-houfe,  I  think  the  Prince  of 
Orange's  Head,  the  corner  of  York  Street, 
St.  James's,  from  v/hence  you  wrote  me  nu^- 
merous  letters.  And  likewife  ftnt  dear 
Nur/e  Carter  to  me,  who  at  that  time  pre- 
fided  as  your  houfekeeper,  to  plead  your 
caufe,  and  implore  admittance  for  you,  with 
the  promife  o'l  another  carte  i^lanckct 

This  • 
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This  was  your  laft  trial  of  fkill,  and  which 
carried  with  it  the  greateft  probability  of 
fuccefs,  as  you  knew  my  partiality  and  gra- 
titude for  your  ambafladrefs  ;  who  had  not 
only  been  attentive  to  me,  but  had  affedtion- 
ately  foftered  my  children.  As  I  wifhto  be 
your  conftant  rememhranccr^  I  muft  here  ftop 
to  put  you  in  mind,  that  you  faithfully  pro- 
mifed  me  to  fettle  twenty  pounds  a  year  upon 
her.  But,  as  I  have  laid  before,  you  was 
always  careful  to  forget  every  thing  that  you 
•were  not  intereficd  in.  Pardon  me,  1  mean 
only  in  lucrative  objefts  ;  for  a  prtfumptuous 
pride,  divefled  of  fpirit,  made  your  recollec- 
tion perfe6l  enough,  when  you  thought  your- 
felf  neglected  or  depifed.  Yet  you  wanted 
th^ p'oper  pride  to  refent  the  affront.  For  to 
the  ferocity  of  the  bear,  you  join  his  docility, 
when  your  intereft  requires  it ;  and  you  would 
dance,  I  mean,  move  to  any  fiddle  which 
tended  to  your  emolument.  You  fee  I  am 
willing  to  allow  you  all  the  good  qualities 
you  poilefs,  in  return  for  the  many  bad  ones 
you  have  undefervtdly  loaded  me  with. 

You  afterwards  forced  yourlelf  into  my 
houfe.  When  aUuming  the  affcfted  agonies 
of  love,  (F'orgive  me,  thou  chafte  power, 
for  daring  to  make  ufe  of  thy  facred  name, 
when  fpeaking  of  a  being  incapable  of  feel- 
ing thy  tender  delicate  fenfations!)  and  find- 
ing all  your  fallacious  endeavours  ufclefs, 
you   aiteoipb.d  to  deftroy  yourfelf*     Upon 

this 


130  A       LETTER       TO 

this  occafion  you  rmud  at  leaft  allow,  what- 
ever 1  formerly  had  been,  that  I  was  torallf 
obedient  to  your  will.  For,  acceeding  to.^ 
your  intention,  1  entreated  that  you  would- 
permit  me  to  call  in  fome  witneiTes  to  the 
Tragedy  J  as  I  deemed  it  a,crim€that  fuch  an 
#.«^//<f^  charader  ihould.mak'e  his  exit  with 
oaly  Qne  fpeclator. 

Here  you  rnuft  acknowledge,  that  I  gave 
you  a  proof  of  my  not  hting  f elf Jh,  You, 
however,  foon  retraced  your  tragic  refolu- 
tion,  and  put  your  fword  into 'its  fcabbard. 
What  a  pity  1  Had  you  gone  ofi  thus  he- 
roically, you  might  have  efcaped  the  impu- 
tation of  being  a  monlter  of  ingratitude,  and 
confequently  a  pefl  to  fociety*. 

I  hear  I  am  indebted  to  the  falfhoods  you' 
have  propagated  relative  to  me,  for  being 
traduced  in  a  wretched  performance  which 
made  its  appearance,  vvhilft  I  was  in  Ireland, 
It  v/as  faid  to  be  written,  by  a  beings  that  calls 
himfelf  a  fea  officer.  But  I  can  fcarcely 
fuppofe  that  any  perfon  who  denominates 
himfelf  a  gentleman,  would  write  fuch  vile 
ftuft  of  a  woman  he  was  never  acquainted 
■with,  and  who  never  injured  him.  I  rather 
think  it  was  fome  poor  fcri-bbler  you  had 
hired  for  that  purpofe. 

*  Private  intelligence  to  thofe  who  may  not  know  it,  — Mr,   . 
Fox  intruftcd  the  (rentleman  with  a  convcrfation  he  had  with  his 
Hpyal  Mafter,  under  an  injunftion  of  fecrefy.     And  he  imprUi. 
dently  divulged  it,  to  the  prejudice  of  his  nob!e_benefaftor. .  Which  = 
jior  only  occafioned  thofe  fine  lines  in  Churchill^  but  a  poem. en- 
titled "InsraCicude.'" 

But- 
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But  to  return  to  Jermyn  Street— When 
70U  was  convinced  that  there  was  no  poffibi- 
iicy  of  your  being  admitted  more.;  you  did 
not  ftop  at  any  fallliood  to  blacken  and  de- 
preciate me.  At  the  time  my  affairs  rendered 
it  necellary  for  me  to  go  abroad,  you  again 
pretended  a  return  of  affefticn.  You  offered 
me  your  houfe  in  Dorfetflilre.  And  when 
that  was  abfolutely  refufed,  you  once  more 
bound  yourfclf  to  compromife  my  debts  in 
a  year ;  though  you  v/ere  fcnfible  I  had  been 
enabled,  by  the  prefents  I  had  received,  and 
Mr.  Cracroft\  afTiduous  friendfhip,  to  lelfen 
them  confiderably. 

When  you  found  that  I  refufed  to  fee  my 
children  if  you  was  to  accompany  them, 
which  you  offered  to  do  the  approaching 
fummer,  your  abufe  began  again.  And  you 
fent  me  an  annuity,  conditionally,  upon  my 
living  abroad  J  together  with  two  hundred 
pounds.  As  to  the  general  releafc,  I  could 
have  no  objeftion  to  fign  it,  having  no  de- 
mand. But  as  I  allowed  itv^n  hundred 
pounds  for  the  annuity,  you  could  not  have 
any  right  to  profcribe  my  refiding  in  Eng- 
iand;  particularly  as  you  well  knew  I  fhould 
never  trouble  you. 

1  mufl  now  congratulate  you  upon  a  ma- 
noeuvre which  feems  to  fnow  that  you  afpired 
to  be  thought  an  ideot.  But  this,  indeed, 
you  may  do,  to  impofe  upon  thofe  who  arc 
fhocked    at  your  unparalleled   ingratuude; 

which 
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Avhich  is  reprobated  even  by  your  dependents, 
and  thofe  who  formerly  kept  you  company. 
It  appears,  that  you  would  rather  have  the 
imputation  of  folly  than  of  complete  knavery.' 
Or  e!fe  you  would  not  have  defired  your  in- 
timate *  Mr.  Singlefpeech  to  aflc  the  Honour- 
able Mr. —  whether  the  children  were  not 

his. 

Oh,  thou  head  of  the  JVrongheads !  couldd 
thou  be  fo  fimple  as  to  imagine  that  had  this 
been  really  the  cafe,  he  would  have  divulged 
it  ?  I  muft,  however,  afTure  you,  to  my  no 
fmall  mortification,  and  their  dijgrace^  that 
they  are,  bona  fide  ^  your  own.  And  give  me 
credit  for  the  declaration,  when  I  fey,  that  I 
would  have  preferred  the  molt  abjeft  being, 
to  your  wretched  felf;  who,  in  my  opinion, 
are  a  compound  of  every  vice,  vulgarity,  and 
meannefs.  Bur  as  your  patriotic  principles 
coincide  with  thofe  of  Mr,  ^''otherftde^  this 
miftake,  upon  recolleftion,  is  not  to  be  won- 
dered  at. 

You  have  long  made  me  fuffer,  in  filenc?, 
the  lofs  of  the  good  opinion  of  the  world,  and 
the  averted  eye  of  cold  contempt.  But 
thefe,  important  as  they  are,  cannot  com- 
pare to  the  poignant  torment  of  my  mind. 
The  deviation  from  virtue,  even  with  a  be- 
loved object,  is  attended  with  fevere  rcfleftion 
and  remorfe.     How  much  more  fo  muft  my 

*  Mr,  H never  fpokc  in  parliament  but  once.  Then,  how- 
ever, he  Ipoke  remarkably  well. 

fen- 
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fcnfations  be,  when,  having  been  fo  many 
years  the  dupe  of  your  artifices,  I  feel  myfelf 
reduced  to  felf-contempt,  from  being  con- 
nected with  a  perfon  who  has  been  always 
the  object  of  my  diflike,  but  is  now  of  my 
averfion. 

I  had  like  to  have  forgot  the  obligation  I 
lie  under  to  you  for  breaking  open  my  ca- 
binet ;  which  I  had  ordered  to  be  fcnt  to  my 
mother's.  As  you  chofe  to  keep  the  piece  of 
furniture ;  you  imagined  the  concents  of  it: 
ought  likewife  to  be  your's.  But  being  cer- 
tain you  could  fee  nothing  in  it  that  could 
give  you  pleafure,  I  am  inclinable  to  forgive 
you.  I  mud  fay,  however,  that  to  prefume 
to  look  into  the  confidential  letters  of  any 
perfon,  without  permifTion,  would  fnock  any 
one  who  poiTeffed  the  leaft  degree  of  redi- 
tude  or  propriety.  But  I  forgot  I  was  ad- 
drefling  you,  who  are  infenfible  to  both. 

The  ufe  you  made  of  this  circumftance, 
which  I  have  already  mentioned,  and  have 
but  lately  acquired  a  knowledge  of,  does  you, 
infinite  honour.  And  at  the  fame  time,  the 
continued  eJP;ecm  and  lofting  friendjhif  of  the 
noble  Earl,  redound  to  mine.  To  mortify 
you  ftill  more,  thefe  are  likely  to  continue, 
in  defpite  of  all  your  machinations.  I  take 
this  opportunity  to  declare,  that  I  never  re- 
ceived a  prefent  from  Lord  Harrhgtorty  but 
gf  one  fifty  pouads  ;  which  I  believe  was  in- 

voL.  V,  N  tended 
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:tendcd  as  a  return  for  the  toys  I  purchafcd 
for  Lord  Peter/ham. 

But  left  this  declaration  fhould  be  fup- 
pofcd  to  cany  with  it  a  defire  to  be  re- 
ftored  to  Lady  Harrington'^  good  graces,  I 
muft  beg  leave  to  fay,  that  I  have  already 
declined  many  invitations  to  Harrington 
Houfe  from  her  ladyfhip  herfelf  j  who  thought 
fit  to  employ,  upon  the  occafion,  a  nobleman 
Ihe  concluded  I  could  not  refufe.  This  was 
no  lefs  a  perfonage  than  Comte  Hajlang.  But 
though  I  feel  every  fenfation  Of  gratitude  for 
her  ladyfhip,  yet  no  inducement  will  ever 
prevail  upon  me  to  aflbciatewith  any  perfon, 
be  their  diftindion  ever  fo  high,  who  can 
harbour  for  a  moment  a  fufpicion  of  that 
fincerity  Imake  my  boaft.  As  fuch  a  con- 
defcenfion  would  lelTen  me  more,  if  pofllblc, 
in  my  own  opinion. 

As  I  make  no  doubt  but  her  ladyfhip  will 
read  this ;  and  as  I  have  reafon  to  be  alfured 
of  her  partiality  for  me  j  if  you  are  admitted 
into  her  houfe  at  this  time,  I  think  you  may 
bid  adieu  to  an  entree  at  that  refidencc.  1 
had  every  re fped  for  the  noble  Earl  at  the 
Stable  Yardj  but  it  was  fo  diftant,  that  I 
never  fpokc  to  him  in  my  life  but  at  table. 
Nor  can  I  put  his  attra6lions  cither  perfonal 
pr  mental,  in  competition  with  the  one  in 
queftion  j  the  qualities  of  whofc  mind  and 
feeart    make    him    cfteemcd    and    revered 

by 
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Hy  all  who  have   the    happinefs    of   know- 
ing him. 

Were  it  poflible  to  enumerate  your  mean 
adions,  thty  would  fill  volumes.  One,  how- 
ever, of  a  lingular  kind,  I  muft  remind  you 
of;  and  that  is,  your  refufing  to  keep  the 
horfes  which  were  given  mej  though  when 
in  town,  you  daily  drove  a  pair  of  them. 

When  I  fent  you  word,  Ibme  fhort  time 
fmce,  that  I  wasarrefted  for  the  champaign  I 
had  wrote  for,  ^jy  your  order  to  Mr.  Woodifield, 
to  fend  to  GcTmanyj  you  refufed  paying  it, 
notwithftanding  your  clerk  allured  me  that 
you  had  fet  it  down  in  the  marquis's  account. 
You  refufed  to  pay  it;  rightly  judging  that 
1  was  under  too  many  obligations  to  his 
lordfhip  to  fet  fuch  a  trifle  in  competition 
with  the  favours  he  had  conferred  upon  me. 
And  you  prefumed  iikewife  upon  his  being 
in  Germany  at  the  time. 

Further,  when  I  was  applied  to  by 
Mr.  Finmore,  for  fix  and  thirty  pounds,  for 
claret  for  your  own  table,  through  my  indil- 
cretion  in  writing  for  it,  by  your  order,, 
Iikewife;  I  peremptorily  refufed  to  difcharge 
it;  notwithftanding  your  meannefs  in  telling 
him,  that  I  had  ordered  the  wine  for  my  own 
ufe,.  and  therefore  you  would  not  pay  for  it. 
A  circumftance  you  ought  to  have  been 
afhamed  to  tell  him,  had  I  ever  dealt  with 
him.  But  you  was  confcious  of  the  fallacy 
of  the  allercion;  as,  for  the  laft  four  years  I 
N  2  was 
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was  in  your  houfe,  I  had  all  the  wine  for  wff 
ewn  company  from  Mr,  -Tonrbevillej  and 
710  Other  merchant. 

As  a  friend,  1  would  advife  you  to  fettle 
this  dirty  affair,  as  foon  as  poffible,  for  I  am 
determined  to  conteft  it.  Not  that  you  can 
ftand  in  a  more  contemptible  light  than  you 
doj  for  I  may  fay  of  you,  what  Cato  fays  of 
the  Emperor, 

"  C^far  afliam'd  ?  Has  he  not  feenPharfalia  V* 

As  to  myfelf,  you  are  fenfible  I  never  drank 
any  wine,  before  my  illnefs,  but  what  was 
diluted.  And  that  illnefs  was  occafioned  by 
your  excefs  of  love y  as  you  termed  it.  From. 
iiich  excejfes,  good  Lord  deliver  me,  and  all. 
thofe  unhappy  beings  who  are  deceived  by 
fuch  reptiles  as  yourfclf. 

Thoufirh  rather  out  of  due  courfe,  1  have 
referved  fome  of  your  chef-d'ovres  for  a  bonne 
louche.  I  Ihall  begin  with  the  affair  of  Mr. 
S-parks.  You  entered  into  a  joint  bond  with 
me  to  Sparks  for  four  hundred  pounds,  which 
I  borrowed  of  him  to  pay  Mr.  Smith  of  the 
Exchequer.  For  this,  upon  your  pleading 
want  of  money,  you  gave  a  freih  bond,  and 
put  off  the  payment  till  the  year  following. 
And  after  our  feparation,  you  moft  unmanly 
reported  that  you  had  given  me  the  money 
to  difcharge  the  debt.  This  was  one  of  the 
moft  ridiculous  failhoods  you  ever  advanced. 
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It  is  evident  to  a  perfon  of  the  weakeft  under- 
ftanding,  that  had  you  given  me  the  money, 
you  cercainly  would  not  have  renewed  the 
obligation.  An  ailertion  of  this  kind  is  but 
a  trifle  to  you,  for  you  are  fo  accuftomed 
to  untruths,  that  you  feldom  flartle  at  the 
mofb  glaring. 

But  in  order  to  fet  this  affair  in  a  clear  light, 
it  will  be  necelTary  for  me  to  repeat  an  event, 
which,  though  it  may  afford  a  proof  of  my 
indifcretion,  I  hope  will  not  blacken  my 
heart.  Upon  my  having  loft  a  confiderable 
fum  at  play,  I  requefted  you  to  lend  me  four 
hundred  pounds  till  my  benefit.  Be  fo  good 
as  to  recollect  that  this  was  not  upon  Sparks' s 
account.  When  1  made  the  requeft,  you 
told  me  that  you  would  grant  it,  on  condition 
that  I  would  ftay  at  home  the  fame  evening.- 
Nay  you  went  farther;  for  you  defired  a  fe- 
male intimate  to  inform  me,  that  you  would 
pay  all  my  debts  in  the  morning,  if  I  would 
ceafe  to  be  cruel. 

Though  1  Ihuddered  at  the  propofal,  as  I 
fhould  have  done  at  the  fight  of  a  bafilifl-i, 
yet  neceffity  made  me  confent,  as  I  had  com- 
pany of  my  own  to  pafs  the  evening.     Soon 

after  eleven  o'clock.  Lady  H n  called  in 

and  infifted  that  I  Ihould  accompany  her  to 
a  party  in  Arlington  Street.  You  had  then 
lent  me  the  money,  and  claimed  my  promife. 
But  the  two  female  friends  who  had  Ipent  the 
evening  with  us,  preparing  for  home,  and  her 
N  3  ladyihij^ 
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ladyfhip  ftrongly  urging  me  to  attend  her, 
I  accepted  her  invitation,  and  left  you  to  in- 
dulge your  own  pleafant  fancies.  ■:' 

It  being  a  very  fine  morning,  and  my  chair 
being  at  Harrington  Houfe,  we  all  agreed  to 
run  down  the  Green  Park.  Here  I  have 
every  reafon  to  believe  I  loft  my  pocket- 
book;  as  the  nobleman  who  honoured  me 
with  his  arm,  noticed  the  jingling  of  fome- 
thing  in  my  pocket,  and  pleafantly  enquired 
if  1  carried  the  keys  of  the  houfe  about  mc. 
This  noife  I  apprehend  was  owing  to  the 
lock;  which  in  dancing  had  brought  up  the 
book.  lam  the  more  confirmed  in  this  conjec- 
ture, as  a  gentleman  of  known  veracity,  ac- 
quainted me  that  he  faw  a  perfon  pick  up  the 
book.  By  this  you  fee,  I  allow,  that  1  kept 
very  early  hours. 

This  lofs  of  mine  was  not  known  for  fomc 
time  to  any  perfon  in  the  family,  except 
Clifford  and  myfelf ;  notwithftanding  it  was 
advertifed,  with  the  off^er  of  a  handfome  re- 
ward exclufive  of  the  bank  notes  it  contained, 
for  a  paper  which  was  in  it.  How  you  got 
poflellion  of  that  paper,  or  the  advantage  you 
made  of  it,  I  leave  to  your  own  feelings. 
Though,  indeed,  your  heart  is  callous  to 
every  proper  fenfation  ;  and  I  could  wifli  to 
explain  this  faft,  more  fully  to  difplay  your 
re^litude.  1  fhall,  however,  only  fay  with 
Oroonoko,  "  Our  gods  have  no  punijhment  for 
•*  Juch  unheard,  of  crimes,'' 

The 
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The  bills  you  at  that  time  lent  me,  you 
have|fince  affirmed  were  given  me  to  pay 
Mr.  Sparks.  How  then  came  you  afterwards 
to  demand  the  money  of  me,  and  abiolutely 
to  receive  it  at  the  ftipulated  time?  It  was. 
very  improbable  1  fliould  borrow  money  to 
take  up  your  bond.  But  you  well  know  it 
was  borrowed  to  pay  Mr.  Sbafioe  a  play  debt. 
To  my  fliame  I  own  it.  Whac  is  in  its  na- 
ture wrong,  no  words  can  palliate.  I  am 
above  the  low  arc  of  endeavouring  to  ex- 
tenuate my  faults.  I  have  made  the  world 
my  confidante  ever  fince  I  launched  into  it  j 
and  after  fo  many  years  of  ingenuoufnefs,  it 
would  be  folly  in  the  extreme  to  attempt  to 
do  fo.  But  to-  you  I  cannot  be  refponfible, 
as  the  mifery  you  have  brought  upon  me  de-^ 
ferves  the  moft  unlimited  contempt  and  re- 
probation. 

It  would  not  only  be  abfurd,  but  fruitlefs 
to  affeft  myftery.  Had  not  your  great  af- 
fe<5lion  induced  you  to  load  me  with  obloquy, 
the  world  would  not  have  fuppofcd  me  cul- 
pable in  leaving  you.  Though  I  muft  ac- 
knowledge, that  the  generality  of  mankind 
ufually  give  larger  credit  for  error  than  any 
other  commodity.  And  I  have  been  fa- 
voured, through  your  generous  afnftance, 
with  over  mcafure  for  my  indifcretions. 

You  well  know  that  the  firft  fix  years  of 
our  connexion,  I  was  totally  infenfible  to 
happinefs,  and  in  a  perpetual  buftic  to  pro- 
mote 
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mote  your  interell.  The  lafl:  four  were  per- 
fe<5tly  miferable.  And  it  cannot  be  a  matter' 
of  furprife,  that  I  ran  into  diffipation  to  avoid 
thought.  In  this,  however,  as  1  have  al- 
ready faid,  1  was  only  culpable  to  the  world 
and  myfelf;  as  you  could  not  poflibly  have 
any  right  to  cenfure  my  condud:.;  My  ha- 
tred was  invincible;  and  I  never  entered  your 
detefted  refidence,  but  with  the  moft  piercing 
regret.  Even  my  children  almoft  difpleafed, 
from  their  unfortunate  proximity  to  you. 

As  your  affianced  wife,  you  muft  own- 
that  I  did  more  than  my  duty.  And  had  I 
really  loved  you,  I  could  not  have  been  mor& 
anxious,  either  to  promote  your  intercft,  ta 
hide  your  ignorance,  or  to  curb  your  intem- 
perance. The  latter  generally  ended  with 
my  being  employed  in  the  pleafmg  avocation 
of  a  nurfe.  And  even  in  that  I  could  no&- 
pleafe;,  as  you  well  knew  it  was  not  from  af- 
fedtion  that  I  tended  you,  but  from  what  I 
then  thought  my  duty. 

I  fhall  now,  in  order  to  convince  the 
world  of  the  obligations  I  really  lie  under  to 
you,  take  a  retrofpedlive  view  of  the  pecu- 
niary tranfadtions  which  have  paffed  between 
us.  In  the  firft  place,  I  fhall  enumerate  the^ 
fums  I  have  received  from  you,  and  then, 
per  contra,  fet  down  the  advantages  that  have 
arifen  to  you  from  our  union. 

If  the  bank  notes  I  received  in  the. blank 
cover  came  from  you,  which  is  very  much  ta 

be 
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he  doubted,  I  am  to  ftand  indebted  to  you 
for  that  loool.  —  Towards  the  expences  of  a 
ball  which  I  gave  on  your  daughter's  birth 
day,  you  fent  nne  105  1.  —You  made  me  a 
prefent  of  your  picture,  in  miniature,  fet 
with  rofe  diamonds,  value  20 1.  —  You  like- 
wife  gave  me  a  fecond-hand  repeater,  which 
coll:  35  1.  —  You  paid  for  new  fetting  a  dia- 
mond fprig  90 1. — You  fettled  on  me  an 
annuity  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds. 
But  as  not  one  year  of  it  has  been  paid,  I 
cannot  confider  myfelf  as  indebted  to  you  for 
it.  —  I  received,  to  give  up  the  contradt 
bond,  and  to  drop  the  fuit  commenced 
againfl:  you  for  the  diamonds  fold  by  Jeffe- 
riesy  200  1.  — You  granted  me  an  additional 
annuity  of  one  hundred  pounds  a  year,  which 
I  received  for  four  years  ;  the  amount  con- 
fequently  is  400 1. — You  fay  that  the  ex- 
pences attending  my  indifpofitions,  whilft 
with  you,  but  for  which  I  have  only  your 
bare  ipje  d'mit^  amounted  to  the  fum  of  900 1. 
—  Thefe  are  all  the  fums  of  money  that  you 
expended,  or  are  fuppofed  to  have  expended^ 
upon  me  during  our  connedtion. 

Now  behold  the  other  fide — were  I  to  be 
paid  by  you  for  the  fix  years  flavery  I  under- 
went with  you,  and  the  four  years  mifery,  it 
would  amount,  at  the  moft  reafonable  cal- 
culation, to  a  very  confiderable  fumj  but 
for  that  I  Ihall  leave  a  blank — To  pro- 
ceed to  articles  for  which  I  can  make  a  charge 

—There 
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— There  is  due  to  me  upion  the  receipts  fop- 
the    diamonds,    allowing   thirteen   hundred 
pounds  paid  for  thefafliionj  3000I. — Had  the 
annuity  of  oneiiundred  and  twenty  pounds 
been  regularly  paid,  it  would  have  amounted 
for  the  fixteen  years  due,  t6  1920I. — I   ex- 
pended, during  my  refidence  with  you,  eight; 
years  receipts  at  the  theatres,   amounting  to> 
9600I.  —  You    received    General  Braddock's- 
Agency i    which   you  had  upon  my-  account, 
four  years   at  tnxtt  hundred  pounds  per  an- 
num, i20ol.- — The  General  likewifeleft  you 
upon  his  deceafe,  concluding,  that  we  were- 
married,  full  7000 1. — hord  l^yrawley^  Agency^ . 
which   you   procured   through  me,    and  of 
which   you  promifed  me  the   emoluments,, 
brought  you  in  at  leaft  five  hundred  peunds  . 
yearly,  for  feven  years-,   v/hich   amounts   to 
3500L — General  Mor daunt' s^  which  you  pro- 
cured by  the  fame  iTreans>  yielded  you  three- 
hundred  a  year  for  fix  years,  1800I. — General 
Lefcelles'f,,  the  famefum  yearly  for  nine  years; 
2700I.— You  had  of  mine  five  coach  and  two 
faddle  horfes,  worth  25.0 1. — Together  with 

a-town  chariot  quite  new  which  coft  14.7  1. 

I  paid,  for  Champaigne,  which  agreeaiale  to 
your  requeft  I  wrote  for  to  fend  the  Marquis 
€f  Granky,  and  which  you  charged  to  his 
lordfhip's  account,  80I. — I  expended  upon? 
your  brother,  Captain  Calcraft,  at  the  Aca^ 
demy,  and  for  other  necefiaries,  350I. — I 
lil^ewife  paid  for  deaths,  &c.  for  your  fifler,, 

during; 
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during  fix  years,  the  fum  of  400  1.  —  I  paid 
Mrs.  Jordan^  bill  for  rm/ neccffaries,  160  1. 
—  1  laid  out  in  building  a  hot-houie,  ice- 
houfc,  &c.  at  HoUwood,  upon  the  fuppofi- 
tion  that  it  would  be  mine  and  my  daughter's 
after  me,  400  1.  —  To  this,  by  way  of  con- 
cluding article,  I  may  add,  that  I  faved  during 
the  fire  in  Channel  Row,  your  books,  furni- 
ture, and  thirteen  hundred  pounds  in  calli, 
from  the  hands  of  the  mob. 

Having  thus  enumerated  the  different 
items,  I  will  leave  you,  who  arc  fo  great  an 
adept  in  figures,  to  draw  the  ballance.  You 
will  foon  fee,  that  it  is  greatly  in  my  favour. 
And  I  requeft  that  you  will  fend  me  a  draft 
for  the  fum  as  foon  as  poffible,  in  order  to 
conclude  all  tranfadions  between  us. 

I  thought  to  have  concluded  here.  But  you 
muft  permit  me  juft  to  add,  that  I  have  often 
bcea  tempted  to  think  there  was  not  a  fallen 
-angel  in  all  Pandamonium,  to  which  I  could 
not  refemble  a  living  charadter.  *  You, 
ihowever,  in  this  fimiliiude,  tranfcend  every 
other  mortal;  for  you  have  pride  equal  to 
Lucifer,  though  you  want  his  fpirit  ;  to 
which  are  added  the  turbulence  of  Molock, 
and  the  avarice  of  Mammon.  —  You  fee  1  am 
flill  defirous  of  introducing  you  into  o-ood 
company. 

*  When  this  is  corafidered  as  the  ebuMtion  of  refc.ntment, 
from  a  ptrfon  fmarcing  under  the  moft  aggravating  injuries  j 
and  which  has  long  fincc  fubfidedj  due  allowance,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  will  be  made  for  the  fcvcrity  of  it. 

It 
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It  was  very  impolitic  in  you  to  fend  your 
brother  to  me,  to  diffuade  me  from  publilhing 
this  letter.  You  fuppofed  that  my  regard 
for  him  would  prevent  me  from  expofing 
him  in  his  relation.  But  no  power  on  earth 
iliall  prevent  me  from  doing  it.  If  I  am 
amenable  to  the  laws  of  my  country,  for 
making  known  in  this  manner,  my  injuries 
and  your  perfidy,  carry  your  threats  into  ex- 
ecution. No  martyr  that  ever  fufFered  in  the 
caufe  of  religion,  refigned  themfelves  to 
their  fate  with  greater  chcarfulnefs.  Even 
death  fhall  not  deter  me. 

Yet  let  me  again  allure  you,  that  every 
article  which  I  am  acquainted  with,  and 
which  you  are  fo  apprehenfive  about,  is  as 
fecurcly  locked  in  my  bread  as  it  is  in  your 
bofom — So  farewell — "  Read  this,  and  then 
*'  to  breakfaft  with  what  appetite  you  may." 


G.  A.  Bellam«^4 
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